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And God is able to make all grace overflow to you so that because you have enough of everything in every way at all 
times, you will overflow in every good work…You will be enriched in every way so that you may be generous on every 
occasion, which is producing through us thanksgiving to God, because the service of this ministry is not only providing 

for the needs of the saints but is also overflowing with many thanks to God.  2 Corinthians 9:8, 11-12 (NEV) 

 

We celebrate that we exceeded our 2016 giving goal of $670,000 by $2,000. I am very thankful for your commitment to       

St. John as we seek to help everyone Connect with Christ, church and community. The giving goal for 2017 is $697,000.  

This a 3.7% increase over last year. This is a challenge but I think it is one we can meet! Most of this increase will  support 

staff pay increases and double our maintenance budget to continue to improve our facility. I am thankful for our highly 

committed staff and their desire to serve Christ here at St. Johns. Our last pay increase was 2015 and  we are now 

“catching up” on the  compensation for our staff.  Jesus reminds us that the people who labor in God’s work are 

“worthy of their  compensation.” (Luke 10:7, JOT)  We are truly blessed to have the ministry team God has provided us. 

 Ultimately as we give, we are giving to God to further Christ’s mission in this world. However we do not all see 

the full impact of our giving or the complete “overflow” of God’s grace as it travels through us to impact the lives of   

other people. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he communicated a “generosity” principle in which grace overflows 

from our life to the lives of others. We do not often see the complete circle of this “overflow” throughout our lives. I truly    

believe that any act of “grace” has an enduring impact that we cannot see in the short term. We are both the recipients 

and the givers of such grace, that in both cases is ultimately a gift from God.   

When I was in the seventh grade, the “the lunch room lady” (the middle-age woman who was over the lunch 

room) was not a person to “put up with any foolishness.” She was a person of few words but direct action and this     

ensured that the lunch room was always orderly and clean. My father had been disabled by a series of events and he  was 

unable to work. So our family applied for the “free” lunch program at this small school in White Plains, Alabama.       

However it was not altogether “free.” If you received this from the school, you were required to work for your “free” 

lunch. In our small class of 30, Horace and I were the only students to receive the free lunch program and we would stay 

behind after lunch and clean the cafeteria. We did not mind the work, both of us were farm boys who were accustom to 

manual labor. The worst thing about having to clean the cafeteria was the embarrassment of being singled out in our 

class. This visibility was much harder to endure than the actual work itself because it would be highlighted by our      

classmates in the most inappropriate ways; causing us to be the butt of jokes and ridicule! You know how kids can be!   

Not long after starting to clean the cafeteria, the stern “lunch room lady” told us to come back to the kitchen 

when we had finished. Horace and I looked at each other with the face of, “OH NO! We are going to get it now!” We 

figured we were not working hard enough and she was going to set us straight. As we went reluctantly and fearfully 

back to the kitchen, our fear was turned to bewilderment. She was standing at a small table in the back of the kitchen 

with two bowls of hot chili. Her face was kind and her manner had a gentle elegance.  She said kindly but simply, “I 

thought you boys would like something else to eat.” From that point forward she would invite us back to kitchen and 

she would give us extra food. She understood 7th grade boys, we were always hungry! But she gave us a far greater gift 

in the   process - the gracious gift of kindness and  respect. I am not sure I ever knew her name except to call her “the 

lunch room lady” and I knew little about her life except that something motivated her to be kind to two 7th grade boys 

that were the objects of jokes and shame. I cannot think about this woman, till this very day, without tears coming to my 

eyes!   
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The story does not end with the 7th grade. It would come back to me at different points in my life. It became an image of 

someone who expressed simple generosity which would have a great impact upon the life of another person. It is for me 

a real life example of Paul’s message of God’s grace overflowing through our generosity and both the giver of the    

grace and the receiver of the grace are “enriched” in the process. But then this grace and generosity overflows into         

thanksgiving to God!   

 Let’s fast-forward 40 years though my life to Waynesboro School Board. Due to budget cuts we were             

confronted with the possibility of removing the cafeteria workers from the Virginia Retirement System. It was an option 

for us because the cafeteria operated as an “enterprise fund” and their participation was not required. It would save 

thousands of dollars. Yet these people were some of the lowest paid in our school system who would need the benefit 

of a retirement system. They were hard workers and their jobs could be physically demanding. If we were to cut their 

retirement, we were balancing our budget on the backs of the most vulnerable among us. As we discussed this option, 

some of the board members saw it as a difficult yet possible solution but I could not see this as a viable option.             

Regardless, they insisted. As I began to think that maybe they were right, I remembered “the lunch room lady” and her 

kindness to me when I was considered to be nothing. It filled me with a passionate resolve that we were not going to 

place this burden on the backs of these vulnerable people. I insisted we find another way and we did. It was not “paying 

it forward” but it was the grace she has imparted to my life overflowing, compelling me to show grace to others.   

 As you give in 2017, remember the grace God has shown to all of us in Jesus Christ. Christ’s mission of touching 

lives with grace is more needed now, than ever. Your gifts will have impact because these words are faithful and true…

God is able to make all grace overflow to you so that because you have enough of everything in every way at all times, 

you will overflow in every good work…You will be enriched in every way so that you may be generous on every           

occasion.  Amen! 

 

In Christ,  
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Please join the “Readers 
of the Last Book,” a class 

studying the Book of  
Revelation, led by  Kevin 

Hunger. Childcare is  
provided. For further             
information, contact 

Kevin  Hunger at   
kevinhunger@gmail.com.  

D-Life is our film and theater ministry aimed at MS and HS youth, providing an  
opportunity to participate in ministry and to build skills that are attractive and  

beneficial in life, such as being comfortable with public presentations and            
exercising God-given gifts and talents. In addition, through the filming and        
production process, D-Life seeks to provide an occasion to build significant         

personal adult relationships that will bring them back to church after graduation 
and independence from their parents.  

 

Upcoming dates are as follows: 
2/8(7PM) | 2/26(5PM) | 3/8(7PM) | 3/26(5PM) 

 Fellowship Hall 
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Wednesday Men’s 
group: 

¨ Every Wednesday  
¨ Maple street biscuit co. 

¨ 6-7:15Am 
Men’s prayer Breakfast: 

¨ Every second and fourth  
    Tuesday of the month 

¨ Fellowship Hall 
¨ 7Am 

¨ February & March Schedule: 
 02/14 | 02/28 |03/14 |03/28 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

The women’s group meets in the 
Fellowship Hall on the first Monday 

of every month. They will be  
continuing “The Screwtape  
Letters” by C. S. Lewis on  
February 6, 2017 at 10AM   

Please Contact Diane McFadden at  
(904) 384-0493 or for further  

information. 

 
Dates:  

  (2/12) | (2/19) | (2/26)   

9-10AM  

Fellowship Hall  

Confirmation Retreat: 
 March 3-4th  

Confirmation 

    Class 

           At St. Johns Presbyterian      

          Church 
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 I love chocolate-mint ice cream. My brother loves retirement. One of my sons loves 
to travel. You might say you love a certain restaurant or that you love a movie you saw      
recently. We, as a society, love many things, and we fling the word “love” around easily 
and carelessly.  During this month of Valentines and hearts, it’s a good time to look at 
what God’s definition is for this important but overused word. What does the Bible say 
love is? 
 In the book of 1 John, we glean insight into what is meant by love.  In chapter 3 
verses 16-18, we are told, “We know love by this, that He laid down his life for us; and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and    
beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God 
abide in him?” (NAS) The Message says it this way: “This is how we’ve come to              
understand and experience love:  Christ sacrificed his life for us. This is why we ought to 
live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves. If you see some 
brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it but turn a cold 
shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love?  It disappears. And you made it  
disappear.” 
 So love includes sacrifice, since it is based on the ultimate sacrifice—that of Christ’s 
death for our sins.  It isn’t so much a thing as it is an action—a giving, a pouring out, 
without expectation of anything in return. 
 The Message continues on 1 John 4 by saying, “My dear children, let’s not just talk 
about love; let’s practice real love.  This is the only way we’ll know we’re living truly,   
living in God’s reality.” 
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Love isn’t generally easy; it can be inconvenient and messy. But sacrificial love 
brings into God’s reality. In Margery Williams book The Velveteen Rabbit, the Skin Horse 
tells the rabbit, “Real isn’t how you are made. It’s a thing that happens to you. When a 
child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but really loves you, then you 
become real.” 
 We come into the reality of God’s love through accepting His son as our personal 
savior.  1 John 4 continues, “This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in Him, 
and He in us:  He’s given us life from His life, from His very own Spirit. Also we’ve seen 
for ourselves, and continue to state openly, that the Father sent His Son as Savior of the 
world. Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God’s son participates continuously in an     
intimate relationship with God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced it heart and soul, this 
love that comes from God” (The Message)  
 Look at the action words in that passage: we’ve seen, continue to state, everyone 
who confesses, participates, know it, embraced it. In order to truly know God’s love, we 
must interact with it. We must give it away to other, as the children gave love to the    
velveteen rabbit. In this way, God’s love becomes real to a hurting and often hateful 
world. 
 “I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever, with my mouth I will make your     
faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love stands firm     
forever!”  Psalm 89:1-2 (NIV) 
 It’s so much more than our favorite hamburger or the “perfect” pair of shoes. It’s  
action, sacrificial action—think parents and their children—and it’s based on the greatest 
sacrifice of all time: Jesus dying on the cross for my sins and yours. 
 
     Lisa Reinhard 
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What’s Happening in our      
Children’s Ministry... 

Dear Little Flock, 
 
Happy February! In accordance with the theme of this month, our little ones,        
0-6th grade, will be studying the love that Jesus has for them and everyone they 
know. 
 
I would encourage you to talk with your child about the things they're learning 
in Children's Church. I was delighted at the end of our unit on "John the Baptist" 
to realize how much they had retained. We hosted a "game show" where varied 
age groups competed against one another to answer review questions, and the  
results were awesome! I am so encouraged by what our youngest members are 
taking in and the ways they will use this knowledge.  
 
February also kicks off our Confirmation class and Girls Bible Study. This            
confirmation session has 21 students attending!(6th-10th grade) What a blessing 
to be a part of the growing of their faith! Our girls (3rd-6th grade) are working 
on 'Thou Art Exalted''s "He knows my name" Bible study. We will have 4 sessions in    
February and continue with the same study in the fall. Studying God's word with 
these young girls is definitely as rewarding for me as it is for them. They really 
are a special part of our church family. 
 
I also want to remind the families of our younger kids about our "picnic and 
paint" opportunity(K-2nd grade). This is a time of breakfast, devotion, and art 
for our youngest attendees. Please don't miss it. Our next session will be March 5 
from 9am-10am. 
 
Your children continue to bless me and this congregation in countless ways. 
Thank you for everything you do as a family!  
 
With Love, 
Stephanie 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 
�ŽůĚ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ 

¨ DĂů�DĂǇ 
¨ ^ƵĞ��ƵůƉĞƉƉĞƌ 

¨ <ŝƩǇ�<ŝƚĞ 
¨ ^ĂƌĂŚ�:ŽŚĂŶŬŶĞĐŚƚ� 

¨ KƵŝĚĂ�>ŽǀĞ 
¨ �ŝůů��ƵŶ 

¨�>ŝƐĂ�ZĞŝŶŚĂƌĚ 
¨ZŽďŝŶ��ŽĞƌŝŶŐ 

¨WŽůůǇ�tĂůŬĞƌ 
¨ &ƌĂŶ�DŝůĞƐ 

¨ 'ĂǇůĞ�dŽůďĞƌƚ 
¨ ,ŽǁĂƌĚ�Θ�sŝƌŐŝŶŝĂ�^ƚĂĂƚƐ 

¨ WŽůůǇĂŶŶ��ŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ 
¨ :ƵĚǇ��ĂůǇ 

¨ :ŽŚŶ�Θ�EŽĂŚ�>ĂǀĞŶĚĞƌ 
¨ �ůŝĐĞ�DĂůĞƌŽ 

D�Z�, 
&�D/>z��&K�h^ 
�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ��ƵĞ͗ 

&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϰƚŚ� 
WůĞĂƐĞ�ĞŵĂŝů�ZŽďǇŶ�Ăƚ͗�

ƐũƉĐΛƐũƉĐũĂǆ͘ŽƌŐ 

^ƚ͘�:ŽŚŶƐ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌŝĂŶ�
�ŚƵƌĐŚ 

�KĸĐĞ�,ŽƵƌƐ͗ 
DŽŶĚĂǇ—dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ 

ϵ��D—ϰ�WD 


����
������� 
 :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͛Ɛ�'ŝǀŝŶŐ 
 Ψϱϭ͕ϲϮϭ͘ϬϬ 
 dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ 

�&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ͊ 

Our Lent study this year will be “The Prodigal 
God” by Timothy Keller. Lent small group 
studies will begin the first week of March so 
get your book now! Please pick up your copy 

of “The Prodigal God” in the Narthex or 
Church Office (there is a basket next to the 

books for a �5 suggested donation.)  

Thank you! 
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^ƚ͘��:ŽŚŶƐ�WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌŝĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ 

W�ZdE�Z^�/E��D/E/^dZz 

:ŽŶ�>ŽǀĞůĂĚǇ 
^ĞŶŝŽƌ�WĂƐƚŽƌ 

<ĞǀŝŶ��ƌĂŝŶƐŚĂǁ 
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�tŽƌƐŚŝƉ�Θ��ƌƚƐ 

�KEd��d�h^��d͗ 
�ĚĚƌĞƐƐ͗�ϰϮϳϱ�,ĞƌƐĐŚĞů�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕ 

:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ͕�&>�ϯϮϮϭϬ 
WŚŽŶĞ͗�;ϵϬϰͿϯϴϰ-ϰϱϬϭ 
&Ăǆ͗�;ϵϬϰͿϯϴϰ-ϰϱϬϬ 

tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ǁǁǁ͘ƐũƉĐũĂǆ͘ŽƌŐ 
�ŵĂŝů͗�ƐũƉĐΛƐũƉĐũĂǆ͘ŽƌŐ 

&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͗�ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ
ƐũƉĐĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ 

K&&/���,KhZ^͗ 
DŽŶĚĂǇ—dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ 

ϵ-ϰƉŵ 

�tKZ^,/W�^�,��h>� 
ϭƐƚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ—ϵ�D 

^ƵŶĚĂǇ�^ĐŚŽŽů—ϭϬ�D 
ϮŶĚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ—ϭϭ�D 

6HSDUDWH�&KLOGUHQ¶V�6HUYLFH 

ϰϮϳϱ�,ĞƌƐĐŚĞů�^ƚƌĞĞƚ 
:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ͕�&>�ϯϮϮϭϬ 


