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Making it 
through  

the storm 
By Pastor Jon 
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For a number of days we couldn't see 

the sun or the stars. The storm wouldn't 
let up. It was so severe that we finally         
began to lose any hope of coming out of 
it alive. Since hardly anyone wanted to 
eat, Paul stood among them and said, 
"Men, you should have followed my      
advice not to sail from Crete. You would 
have    avoided this disaster and loss. Now 
I     advise you to have courage. No one 
will lose his life. Only the ship will be          
destroyed. I know this because an angel 
from the God to whom I  belong and 
whom I serve stood by me last night. The 
angel told me, 'Don't be afraid, Paul! You 
must    present your case to the emperor. 
God has    granted safety to everyone who 
is sailing with you.' So have courage, men! 
I trust God that everything will turn out 
as he told me. (Act 27:18-25 GWN) 

Before moving to Florida, I did not 
think too much about hurricanes. These 
weather events rarely impacted my life, 
and by the time one reached Virginia it 
was not more than a tropical storm.  The 
last couple of years have changed my          
perspective of hurricanes! In Virginia, we 
did have snow storms, but these were an 
inconvenience and rarely life threating. 
Hurricanes are a different matter          
altogether! Also, the predictions of the 
track of the storm are, at best, an          
educated guess based upon all the data 
that can be gathered by the weather     
service. There are so many factors which 
influence the path of a storm, it is no  

wonder that the path  cannot be           
accurately predicted until hours before 
the storm! 

  One of the lessons of Irma, as well 
as Matthew, is the need to be prepared 
for the storm. Preparation is truly one of 
the key    elements of making it through 
any storm. It is not simply getting all the 
“right” things to your house; water,      
batteries, etc., it is also deciding if you 
will stay at your house or go to another 
location. This means we  also must be 
prepared to engage decision-making that 
ensures our safety. Since I do not have 
young children,  nor do I have many    
physical limitations,  I can make different     
decisions than people in other life        
circumstances. We all have to be prepared 
to do what best fits our situation. At St 
Johns, we had prepared for Irma, but in  
retrospect this event taught us some     
lessons that will help us in the next     
hurricane. Due to the  timing and        
duration of the power outage, as well as 
the amount of rain, our utility basement  
flooded, because the sump pump could 
not remove the water. This caused our air 
conditioning pump motor to be           
underwater. Our oil burning  furnace was 
also partially  submerged.  Unfortunately, 
the water damaged the AC pump motor, 
but by the grace of God, we also had a 
leak in the pipe above the pump. We 
took this as an    opportunity to raise the 
AC pump 24 inches off the floor,         
because the pipes had to be cut to repair 
the leak.  
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This will protect our AC pump from     
being damaged, but we will also use a     
generator to keep the basement from 
flooding, even if we lose power. In other 
words, the experience of this storm has 
been a valuable lesson and we will be   
better prepared at St. Johns! 

Yet, as I write this, I know that even with 
the best possible preparations the storms 
can get the best of us!  In these few verses 
from Acts 27, Paul is being taken to 
Rome to stand trial before Caesar but the 
ship is now at the mercy of a storm. It is 
so powerful that the ship is being driven 
along by the wind and the sailors have no 
control of their direction. This is one of 
the most exciting stories of the New    
Testament, and about the missionary   
travels of the Apostle Paul.  Luke, the 
Physician, is the writer of the Gospel of 
Luke and Acts of the Apostles. He is not 
simply sharing this story in order to give 
us a  history.  In many ways, this story was 
a metaphor for the early Christians       
because they were facing forces far        
beyond their power to control. In verse 
20, it says the sun nor stars had been seen 
for many days, “all remaining hope had 
been taken away that anything could     
rescue us.” (Acts 27:20 Jon’s Own    
Translation) Yet Paul stands before them 
to    remind them that God did not want 
this to happen, but now God meets them 
at the darkest, most hopeless      moment 
to give them the light of      courage. Luke 
understood that on the Christian journey 
it would not all be smooth sailing, the 
storms of life come in a wide variety of 

strength and intensity but despite what 
we may have missed, at the darkest      
moment when our hope is gone God will 
meet us to give us courage! I can only   
imagine how this  moment in the life of 
Paul has encouraged generations of      
believers who have suffered terribly in    
order to follow Jesus Christ.  

 God meets us in the storm to give 
us, and those around us courage, but also 
to give us a witness. This message comes 
through Paul but it is a witness to God’s 
purpose and grace to all who are aboard 
the ship. Amid the storms we have an   
opportunity to witness to the substance 
of our faith, and when we do it has      
impact upon all who are on the journey 
with us! I am thankful this was evident 
after the storm for St Johns. A person at 
St Johns organized a meal for all who 
were still without power, and it was    
amazing the number of people who 
jumped in to help her!  It was a joy and a 
blessing to be at the meal, but also to 
know that it came together in less than 
24 hours! Our members helped a lot of 
other people with cleaning up, helping 
move furniture and lending generators. 
We may not have realized it, but God was 
moving among us to be a witness to 
God’s grace! Remember God meets us in 
the storm!  Amen! 

 

   In Christ, 
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10/21/17 Boys/Girls Night -  

Pumpkin Patch/Corn Maze  

(Amazing Grace) 

10/29/17 Picnic and Paint - Pumpkin Edition 

Memory Verse 

"By faith Abel offered a more  

pleasing sacrifice than Cain.."  

Hebrews 11:4 
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10/1/17 - Cain  Kills  Abel 

10/8/17 - God  Floods  the  Earth 

10/15/17 - People  Build  a Tower at  

Babel 

10/22/17 - Abram  Follows  God's  

Direction 
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Where: Tuesday,  
October 31st Church parking lot  
Lexington Ave. & San Juan Ave. 

When: 5-7PM  
What: Family Friendly  

Costumes, Silly Games, Yummy Food 
& Candy! 

**To reserve your trunk spot please contact  

Stephanie Taylor at stephanie@sjpcjax.org.
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ON DVD OCTOBER 29TH 
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at amazing Grace in Green 

Cove Springs  

6-9 PM Contact Chris  Kellam 

@ 303.775.1788 or 

chris@sjpcjax.org   

for further  

information  

**For middle and  

high school youth  

Corn maze  

October 21st  
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October Birthdays 
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Polly Ann Anderson 

Judy Dailey  

Bill Dunn 

Ouida Love  

Wayne Hollaway 

Mal May 

Louie Hasemann  

Sarah Johanknecht  

Lisa Reinhard 

Gayle Tolbert  

Polly Walker  

Ginny Whitner 

Doris Cass 

 Airen Walker  

Virginia Staats  

Marylea Russell  

Marry Pharr Love  

Liz McKean  

Judy Lantz 

Marry Samford 

Bill McFadden  

Diane McFadden  

Michael Yarbrough 
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