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Forif the de ad are not rais e d, the n C hris t has not be e n rais e d e ithe r. A nd if C hris t has not be e n
rais e d, yourfaith is futile ;you are s tillin yours ins . The n thos e als o who hav e falle n as le e p in
C hris t are los t. If only forthis life we hav e hop e in C hris t, we are of allp e op le m os t to be p itie d.
B ut C hris t has inde e d be e n rais e d from the de ad, the firs tfruits of thos e who hav e falle n as le e p .
Fors ince de ath cam e throug h am an, the re s urre ction of the de ad com e s als o throug h am an.
Foras in A dam alldie , s o in C hris t allwillbe m ade aliv e . (1 C orinthians 1 5:1 6-22 N IV)
Happy Easter! It is my hope and prayer that you have had a wonderful Easter! Easter was recently
described as the Super Bowl of the church year. It is one of the grand focal points of the Christian faith and
it separates Christianity from any other faith. Most every other faith tells us how we can “get” to God, but
the Christian faith tells us that God came to us in Jesus Christ. God became a man in order to set us free
from our bondage to sin, death, and the devil. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was to satisfy God’s
absolute holiness and to give us forgiveness for our sins. This is called “atonement.” Jesus is the sacrificial
“Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). The atonement is the foundation of things
like “grace,” which means we have received an undeserved gift. We cannot earn God’s forgiveness, but
when undeserving sinners ask for pardon, it is freely given because of Jesus’sacrifice for us. Unconditional
love is part of the nature of God, and it is most clearly expressed in Jesus, coming as the Lamb of God for
the purpose of setting us free from sin and giving us eternal life. All of this sounds great, but what evidence
do we have that it is true?
The answer to this question is Easter morning! The resurrection is God’s affirmation, or seal of
approval, of the ministry and sacrifice of Jesus who is the Messiah. It proves that Jesus is both God and
man, and is worthy to be our Lord and Savior. Some of the early converts in the church in Corinth
decided that the resurrection was not real. Paul was mortified! If Jesus has not risen from the dead, the
consequences would be dramatic: the Corinthian believers were still in their sins, their faith was worthless,
and of all people, they were to be considered the most pitied because they were living a lie. The
resurrection is the transition point for all of humanity and the major transition in the human story because
“in Adam all die,” but “in Christ all will be made alive!” The resurrection was not the end of the story! It was
the true beginning of a new opportunity for humanity in their relationship with God and in their daily lives.
Death was the haunting reality of human existence, but in Christ death is no longer to be feared. Instead,
the power of new life in Jesus Christ is the same resurrection power that becomes the confidence and
comfort of every believer.
Paul and other writers of the New Testament expressed this is a variety of ways:
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-17 NIV)
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!“
(2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV)
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesian 4:22-24 NIV)
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you,”
(1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV)
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Easter in one sense is like the Super Bowl, but in another it is not simply an event. Resurrection is
a living reality that comes to us each day that we live. It is in the moment we experience grace, and we
recognize that we did not get what we deserved, but something far better. It is in the moment when we are
“done,” but another force emerges in our spirit that allows us to soar above despair. It is in the moment
when we are in the “valley of the shadow of death” where the cold darkness of fear threatens to overwhelm
us, but then the gentle light of hope pierces the darkness with the words of Jesus: “Be of good courage, I
have conquered the worldly order of death!” (John 16:33, JOT)
As you celebrate Easter this year, remember that it is not an end, but it is the unstoppable force of
new beginnings of life with God, and a new way of living in Jesus Christ. R. R. Reno wrote an essay in the
Wall Street Journal last year describing Easter as the “Christian Passover.” The timing of Easter morning is
partially set by the timing of the Jewish festival of Passover, which is the celebration of God’s deliverance
of the Hebrew people from the bondage of slavery in Egypt. He ended his essay with these words:
“There is an ancient sermon about Easter by an unknown preacher. It recounts the
traditional image of the crucified Jesus descending to Hell to break the chains that hold the
dead in bondage. He seeks Adam and Eve, the original man and woman. Finding them in the
deepest tomb, he smashes down the prison door. He shakes them awake with these words:
You were not made for death!
We were not made for death. The Almighty delivers his people. He unlocks the prison
of darkness and shatters the power of death. This is the meaning of Easter, the Christian
Passover.”
May you celebrate your new life in Jesus Christ every day that you live because “He is risen!” Amen!
In Christ,
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Volunteers Needed:
New & Old
6th Grade & Up are welcome to
volunteer for VBS 2018!

Volunteer Luncheon:
April 22, 2018
12:30Pm
Come get a Cuban pulled pork sandwich to benefit our
SJPC Living Waters for the World mission trip!




Mission Trip Fundraiser:

Sunday April 15, 2018
10:30am and 12:00pm
Front porch & Peterson
Fellowship Hall

Sandwich, Chips, Cookies, & Water
$5.00
*Shirts are also available to purchase!
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Picnic & Paint
Breakfast & Art
April 29, 2018
9-10AM
Fellowship Hall

Girls Night

Movies & Manicures
3rd—6th Grade
Date & Time: TBA
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By Lisa Reinhard
Years ago, I read a devotional from the Saturday before Easter Sunday. Its message has stayed with
me all these years. I remembered that I had saved that page in a small decorated box along with
some other “treasures.” I went looking for that box and, lo and behold, found it. There, tucked
beneath several other items, was the devotional page. I’m quoting from it: “Only a few close followers
remained after the death, most of them women. Why stay? The fact was that there was no hope. Not
a glimmer. All they knew was death and despair and terrible, awful loss. Easter had not dawned.
There was not a glimmer of light. Paul had not written any uplifting word, letters to his friends in the
church that stated and glorified the presence of new life in Christ. None of that had happened. Not
yet. It was dark, the end of all things at hand. Holy Saturday, the time between Good Friday and
Easter, is the day when we live much of our lives. For the Christian Good Friday is not a one-time event
somewhere back there. Good Friday is a constant reality. Death and loss and pain, all the dreadful
realities symbolized at the center of our faith by the cross, are regular occurrences, recurrences. And
when they happen, there is no hope. None. Easter has not yet dawned. We live much of our lives in
the dark shadows of Holy Saturday. Good Friday has happened. Pain and loss are present. And there
is, as yet, no sun, no morning, no new life.” (Author unknown)
Re-reading it sent me back to the Bible to search out the description of Jesus’s death. Here it is from
Luke 23:44-47: “It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth
hour. For the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with
a loud voice, ’Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ When he had said this, he breathed his last.
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man.’
When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their
breasts and went away. But all who knew him, including the women who had followed from Galilee,
stood at a distance, watching these things.”
One can only guess what was going through the minds of his followers as they watched his death
from a distance. Did they feel utter despair along with confusion and even anger? I would think so.
Were they hopeless and lost? Probably.
The Bible doesn’t tell us much about the Saturday following Good Friday. It tells us that Joseph of
Arimathea went to Pilate and ask for Jesus’s body. He then wrapped it in linen and put it in an unused
tomb, cut into the rock. It tells us that the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had followed
Joseph saw the tomb and Jesus’s body in it. “Then they went home and prepared spices and
perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.” (Luke 23:56).
When they returned to the tomb, they of course found it empty. Two men in “clothes that gleamed
like lightning” (Luke 24:4) appeared and said this: “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here; He has risen! Remember how he told you while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and on the third day be raised
again.’” Then they remembered his words. (Luke 24: 5-8)
Suddenly the darkness and sadness are gone for the women, replaced with wonder and absolute
joy. When they ran to tell the eleven disciples what they had seen, however, the disciples did not
believe them. It took the men from the road to Emmaus telling them what had happened, and then
Jesus appearing to them, before they accepted that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead. “Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, ‘This is what is written. The
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will
be preached in his name to all nations.’” (Luke 24: 45-47)
That’s my ending to the devotional; that we remember Easter Sunday whenever we are caught
in the clutches of Holy Saturday’s uncertainty and darkness. When we center on the joy, hope, and
assurance that Jesus’s resurrection brings us, we can move out of Saturday’s gloom and into the light
of Sunday’s promise of eternal life.
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Polly Ann Anderson
Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn
Wayne Hollaway
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Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker

GIVING
GIVING REPORT
REPORT
March’s Giving
March’s Giving
$
$58,023.00

Thank
Thank you
you for
for your
your
Financial
Support!
Financial Support!

Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass
Airen Walker
Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love
Liz McKean
Mary Samford
Michael Yarbrough

MAY
MAY
FAMILY
FAMILY FOCUS
FOCUS
Informa
Informa on
on Due:
Due:
Friday, April 20th

Friday, April 20th

Please email Robyn at:
Please email Bri any at:
sjpc@sjpcjax.org
sjpc@sjpcjax.org

St. Johns Presbyterian
Church
Oﬃce Hours:
Monday—Thursday
9 AM—4 PM
Address:
4275 Herschel Street
Jacksonville, Fl 32211
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