REMEMBER
BY REV. DR. JON LOVELADY
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“ will remember my covenant
between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never
again will the waters become a
flood to destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the
clouds, I will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between
God and all living creatures of
every kind on the earth." So God
said to Noah, "This is the sign of
the covenant I have established
between me and all life on the
earth." (Genesis 9:15-17, NIV)
This has been a reflective
summer for me. I think the reflectiveness of the summer was
prompted by being invited to return to the second church I
served from 1990 to 1997, the
First Presbyterian Church in Florence, Alabama. This church was
celebrating 200 years of ministry.
First Presbyterian was formed in
1818, the same year the city of
Florence, Alabama was founded.
The invitation prompted me to
remember many of the dear peo-

ple who befriended me, served
with me, and fought the “good
fight” of faith for our Lord Jesus
Christ. Of course, some of those
people have passed on since I left
Florence. It was good to remember their commitment and their
witness to God at work in everyday life. There were many stories
to remember and to share with
sons and daughters or spouses of
these “saints.” I realize that you
may not think of an ordinary person as a “saint.” However, the
New Testament does communicate that believers who are redeemed by the blood of Jesus are
now “saints,” especially those
who have passed on to their eternal reward. Their faith and witness are now complete.
I remembered Sam Albritton, Sr. who invited me to join a
prayer group with him and a couple of other men. It would be
one of the sources of strength
during the difficult times of ministry. Ken Williams was another.
His wife, Landis, was the leader
of the group who put together
the history for the event. He
passed away far too young. While
I was the Associate Pastor of First

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Pastor’s Article ….1-2
Deacon’s Article... 3-4
D-Life …………………….5
Birthday & Small Groups
................................ 6
Sunday School & Prayer
Requests ................. 7
Rally Day……………….. 8
UPCOMING DATES
 Aug. 12

Lunch Bunch

 Aug. 19th ……Rally Day
 Sept. 3

Labor Day

 Sept. 5

Men’s Group

 Sept. 9 New
Members’ Class

(Continued on page 2)

CONNECT . . . With Christ, Church & Community!

1

REMEMBER
(Continued from page 1)

Presbyterian our Sunday custodian retired, and I
was given the task of the locking up the church after worship. As the associate pastor you get all the
good jobs! One Sunday I met Ken as I locked the
doors. He asked, “Hey Jon, what are you doing?” (He was one of kindest people I have ever
known, so his question was spoken with his flavor
of kindness and friendship). I responded, “Our
Sunday custodian has retired and I was checking
the doors before I go home.” He immediately said,
“You shouldn’t be doing that, here let me do it.”
Ken was fifteen years older than me, a business
owner, and a pillar of the church and community.
I was shocked that he would volunteer for such a
task and I said, “Really?” Ken said, “Yes, you don’t
have to worry about this.” I learned a great lesson
from Ken Williams that day which God has
brought to my memory over the years. God’s ministry is not just found in the great and noble task of
life but ministry is also found in the humble, simple choice of saying, “Here let me do it,” or as Isaiah put it, “Here I am Lord, send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)
The scripture above is the first instance of
the simple word, “remember.” I realize it may have
been children’s Sunday School since you have read
this story, but it remains a powerful moment in
human history which Noah and us are called to
“remember.” Throughout the entire scope of scripture we are challenged to remember: “Remember
your creator in the day of your youth” (Ecclesiastes
12:1), or “Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke
22:19). After the flood, God makes a promise and
gives us a symbol to remember the promise. The
warrior God now promises to hang up the celestial
bow of anger toward evil humanity in the sky. The
rainbow is the symbol of the covenant that God
will not destroy humanity with a great flood. This
is the God who is willing to make promises to frail
creatures of dust and be faithful to the promises.
There is no other God like this.

seen in some time. This scripture came to mind
and I offered a quiet moment of thanks for God’s
faithfulness to all of us, not just for the fragile
beauty of the rainbow, but of God’s willingness to
make and keep all of God’s promises to us!

Remember that you are not God: When
we remember this correctly, then it leads us
rhythms of work and rest, commitment and balance, and producing and worshipping. The Ten
Commandments contain the word “remember,”
“Remember the Sabbath Day.” This is not for
God’s benefit but it is for our benefit! It helps us
to remember that we are not God and we are not
the center of the universe. It reminds us that we
need God’s promises in our lives.
Remember to forget as God forgets: There
were some harsh and bitter memories from my
time in Florence, Alabama. Some of those memories are still very vivid, but as I reflected upon them
I refuse to allow the pain to color the past. I remembered Micah 7:19: “Once again you will have
compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your
feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean!”
None of us have been faithful to God, all like
sheep have gone astray, but God does not let the
pain of our betrayal color our future. As I write
this, I know it is hard for people who have been
hurt deeply to move beyond it. I was reminded
this summer that unless I move beyond the past, I
will remain a prisoner of it. Remember to forgive,
sometimes we have to work at it!
Remember you are God’s child in Jesus
Christ: Don’t let the busyness of the school year.,
the activities, or the workload rob you of this simple but life transforming reality. Spend time with
your Heavenly Father because he cares deeply for
you, and God wants you to remember his great
love in Jesus Christ!

If you spend some time remembering as we
start
this
school year, I think you will have a better
As we start this new school year there are
year because you will remember the important
some things that are worth remembering:
things and let go of the things that just drag you
Remember that God is faithful: God who
down! Amen .
promised long ago still maintains those promises
In Christ,
today. As I crossed the Ortega bridge one evening,
there was one of the most beautiful rainbows I had
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Finding the
Way

I knew in my heart that
writing was what brought me
the closest to God, and so, I
chose writing. The music
minister at my church had left
to work on a Ph.D. and his
wife, who was a good friend of
ave you ever just lost your mine, was supporting them
way in life? You come to a
by giving voice lessons. One
place and you’re not sure
day, I felt a strong urging to
which way to turn. We are
call her and give her my pitold in the book of Isaiah
ano. When I called her, and
chapter 30 verse 21:
said, “Peggy, I want to give
“Whether you turn to the
you my piano,” she burst into
right or to the left, your ears tears, and said, “Lisa, I was
will hear a voice behind you
just sitting here frustrated
saying, ‘This is the way; walk and I prayed, saying, ‘God, I
in it.’” So maybe it’s not the
need a piano!’” As you can
way we turn but who we
imagine, we were soon both
listen to as we’re turning. We in tears! His timing was peras Christians need to practice fect.
listening for the voice of God
It says in 2 Samuel 22:
within us that is still and
31-33, “As for God, his way is
small. We need to spend time perfect; the word of God is
in prayer just listening for
flawless. He is a shield for all
God and His Holy Spirit. The who take refuge in him. For
more we do so, the more we’ll who is God besides the Lord?
And who is the Rock except
hear. Sometimes it’s a very
our God? It is God who arms
strong sensing and we just
know it is God speaking. The me with strength and makes
my way perfect.” Reading His
best example of that in my life
word, the Bible, is another
was went I was living in
way that we can discern
Lubbock, Texas. I had
which way God wants us to
inherited my grandmother’s go. We learn truths that help
beautiful piano. I was a
us just know which the right
young mother of two boys and way is to go. We read
did not have much free time examples of people who did
not listen to God’s voice and
to play it. One day, as I
see the consequences. In
walked past it, I decided that I
Deuteronomy 1 verses 19 to
needed to choose whether I
36, Moses tells the Israelites,
wanted to spend my time
that even though God was
playing the piano or writing. giving them the land of the

By Lisa Reinhard
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Amorites, and they insisted
that spies be sent to check it
out who came back with
positive reports, they were
unwilling to go up; and
rebelled against the command of the Lord God. “You
grumbled in your tents and
said, ‘The Lord hates us; so,
he brought us out of Egypt to
deliver us into the hands of
the Amorites to destroy us.
Where can we go?’“ Then
Moses tells them, “Do not be
terrified; do not be afraid of
them. The Lord your God
who is going before you will
fight for you as he did for you
in Egypt, before your very
eyes.” Even then they had not
trusted God who went ahead
of them on their journey, in
fire at night and a cloud
during the day, “to search out
places for you to camp and to
show you the way you should
go.” The result of this rebellion was that God said
none of the men of this generation would see the land he
had promised them, except
for Caleb.
Proverbs 14:12 says this.
“There is a way that seems
right to a man, but in the end,
it leads to death.” But
Proverbs 16:17 gives us sage
advice, “The highway of the
upright avoids evil; he who
guards his way guards his
life.” And Psalm 139:22-23
says, “Search me, O God, and
know my heart; test me and
know my anxious thoughts.
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See if there is any offensive
way in me and lead me in
the way everlasting.” This
openness to God and
seeking him through prayer
gives us another important
way to find our way and
stay on it. God promises us
that he will not abandon us
as we search. Isaiah 42:16
says “I will lead the blind by
ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I
will guide them; I will turn
the darkness into light
before them and make the
rough places smooth.
These are the things I will
do; I will not forsake them.”
Psalm 37:3-6 says, “Trust in
the Lord and do good; dwell
in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Delight yourself in
the Lord and he will give
you the desires of your
heart. Commit your way to
the Lord; trust in him and
he will do this: He will
make your righteousness
shine like the dawn, the
justice of your cause like the
noonday sun.”

don’t know where you are
going, so how can we know
the way?” Jesus answers
him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except
through me.”
I think that says it all.

“Whether you
turn to the
right or to the
left, your ears
will hear a
voice behind
you saying,
‘This is the
way; walk in
it.’”

- Isaiah
30:21

How to find the way?
Follow Jesus, learn his
ways, listen to what he says.
Spend time with him and
read about him in the Bible.
In the Gospel of John,
chapter 14, verses 5 and 6,
we are told of Thomas who
says to Jesus, “Lord, we
4
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Kitty Kite
Elizabeth Austin
Sierra Stone
Jo Ann Queen
Matt Mosher
Gene Russell
Drew Khadivi
Reed Hanigan
Charles Stratmann
James Chambers
Ella George
Polly Walker
Amie Bolton
Patti Cassidey

8/1
8/2
8/2
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/13
8/13
8/15
8/16
8/16

Jon Horne
Grant Smith
London Smith
Lauren Fant
Kevin Hunger
Jon Lovelady
Elisabeth Kibler
Colin Montgomery
Diane McFadden
Ashley Smith
Norm Abraham
Mallory Wintz
Julia Fattahi

8/16
8/17
8/17
8/20
8/21
8/21
8/22
8/22
8/23
8/27
8/28
8/28
8/31

Small Groups
LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the
month, 11:30AM @ various locations.
Please contact Katie Marple at 904-384
-1382 for further information.
SJPC MOMS: Thursday, 9-11:00AM
in the Kirk House. The group is studying a new book, a devotional by Lysa
TerKeurst: “The Bathtub is Overflowing
but I Feel Drained”. No prior attendance required. Now is the perfect time
to meet and fellowship with other
moms in the church and in the community! Invite a friend! Contact Pamela
Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com further information.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S
GROUP Wednesday (9/5/18 to
11/14/18) @ 6:00AM at Maple Street in
Murray Hill. The group will be reading
“The Screwtape Letters” by C.S.
Lewis. This new Fall Study will be 11
weeks long Please contact Trip Stanly at
904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more
information.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Monday,
(9/10) @ 10:00AM in the Fellowship
Hall. They are studying John Macarthur's “The Spread of the Gospel” focusing on Acts. Monday will be lesson 1.
Contact Diane McFadden at 904-3840493 or bmdm56@gmail.com for
N
M
’C
Sunday,
further information.
(9/9) @ 10AM in the Fellowship Hall. If M ’ P
B
Tuesday,
you plan to attend, please email
(9/11) @7:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
Brittany Harris at brittany@sjpcjax.org. The men’s group meets every second
and fourth Tuesday of the month. Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net
for further information.
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Polly Ann Anderson
Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn
Wayne Hollaway
Mal May
Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker
Frank Houser

Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass
Airen Walker
Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love
Liz McKean
Mary Samford
Michael Yarbrough

“I thank You praise You, O God” -Daniel 2:23

CHILDREN’S CLASSES Separate classes
for PreK-1 and 2nd-5th in the Rainy Day Play
Room, followed by Children’s Church in the
Fellowship Hall @11AM. Bulletins & crayons
are available in the narthex during both
services. Contact Stephanie Taylor at
stephanie@sjpcjax.org for further
information.
SJPC WOMEN'S CLASS @10AM will
resume September 9th with a new study. “The
Power of a Woman's Word” by Sharon Jaynes.
Join and "explore the power you possess and
use it to speak life to those around you."
Please contact Heather Griffin at
mummaw1231@yahoo.com for further
information.
NOLAN-PAJCIC CLASS Kindergarten
Room 22 @10AM Now is the perfect time to
join! This group is studying the Epistle of First
Peter chapter 2. Contact Jim Nolan at
james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry
Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for further
information.
KIRK HOUSE CLASS Kirk House @10AM
Harmony of the Gospels A study of Jesus’ life
and teachings from the book of Luke with

added context of Old Testament prophecies
and the traditions and teachings of the day.
Led by Kevin & Wendi Hunger. Drop-ins
welcome! Contact Kevin at
kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for further information.
FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
CLASS Chapel @10AM The study is “God’s
World and God’s People.” This will be an
in-depth study of the book of Genesis from
“In the Beginning” to today, living in God’s
world. Contact Diane McFadden at
bmdm56@gmail.com for further information.
Y
S
Sunday,
@10:00AM in the Loft. The middle school
and high school groups are studying First
John. Please contact Chris Kellam at
chris@sjpcjax.org for further information.
SJPC M ' CLASS Session Room @10AM
They are continuing to study the 23rd Psalm.
Please contact Bill Mentz or Pastor Jon at
wmmentz@gmail.com or jon@sjpcjax.org for
further information.
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August 19th in the
Fellowship hall
@1oam
Join us for
chicken, waffles,
& honey!
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