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CONTACT US AT:

Address: 4275 Herschel Street,

Jacksonville, FL 32210

Phone: (904)384-4501

Fax: (904)384-4500

Website: www.sjpcjax.org

Email: sjpc@sjpcjax.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

sjpcconnect

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday—Thursday

9-4pm

J� � �  - J� � �   2018



2

P����� R������� P��� 3

P�����’� A������                                 P��� 4-5

S���� G�����                                         P��� 6

D-L���   P��� 7

VBS P�������  P��� 8-9

D�����’� A������                               P��� 10-11

R���� D��                                           P��� 12

B���� S������                                     P��� 13

Y���� A��������� ��� D����               ���� 14

J��� B��������                     P��� 15

J��� B��������                                   ���� 16



3

Polly Ann Anderson

Judy Dailey

Bill Dunn

Wayne Hollaway

Mal May

Lisa Reinhard

Gayle Tolbert

Polly Walker

Frank Houser

Ginny Whitner

Doris Cass

Airen Walker

Virginia Staats

Marylea Russell

Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean

Mary Samford
Michael Yarbrough



4

The Power of
Mission

By Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lovelady

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Then
they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know
the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:5-8)

Luke records for us one of the last
interactions between Jesus and the disciples.
They are told to wait in the city of Jerusalem for
the promised “gift” of the Father. We know
that on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit
would come into the upper room and the
words of Jesus would be fulfilled. The gift of
the Father would propel the disciples to bear
witness to the power of God that resurrected
Jesus from the dead and that Jesus was the
Savior of world. Before this moment, the
disciples were a fearful group who did little to
further the mission. Their fear, despite
experiencing the risen Christ, prevented them
from being witnesses to the life changing power
of God. Yet, when the day of Pentecost came,
they would receive the promised gift and the
power to further God’s mission in this world.

Since the first century the world has
changed, but God’s power is still at work to
empower our witness to Jesus Christ. Our
vision is: Connect with Christ, Church and
Community. It is critical to connect people with
Christ because the power of the Holy Spirit is
able to transform their lives. As the church, the

body of Christ, our goal is to be the witnesses
to the work of the Holy Spirit. This summer
began with Vacation Bible School. VBS is
always a great event and this year we had
roughly 190 kids. Someone asked me, “What
results did I think we would see?” I think this
is an important question but also, a difficult
one to answer. As I thought about this
question, I realized that the Holy Spirit was at
work on several different levels. As an adult
volunteer, I had an opportunity to have an
impact upon the life of a child. I helped with
the younger kids’ games. We had a lot of fun.
As I was eating lunch at Panera, there was a
group of kids sitting at the table next to me and
one of the kids recognized me. She said, “Hey,
you are the one who squirted me with water!” (I
had a water cannon during our water games.
Do not think for moment that I did not get
wet! These kids did everything they could to
make sure no one was dry!) Then the other kids
at her table said, “Yeah you squirted us!” I said,
“Yes, I did, but did we have a good time?”
Almost in unison they said, “Yeah!” The Holy
Spirit was at work through all of our adults who
taught, guided, corrected, and had fun with
these kids. Our contact with each child is a
seed that God will nurture and help to grow
until they will see Jesus Christ and how God
was trying to save them. One person knew a
family that was going through a difficult time
and their child was at VBS. She said with tears
in her eyes, “Can you imagine how important it
was for this child to hear, ‘When things change,
God is with you!’” (This was one of our nightly
themes.) For that child, the Holy Spirit was
giving them comfort and hope that despite
their challenges, them that God cared for them.
It was a message this child needed to hear!

Another impact was upon our youth
who served as volunteers. They begin to
understand that God has called them to be
witnesses to the work of Christ and servants of
God’s Kingdom. In the Acts passage, the
question the disciples ask is telling: “Lord, are
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you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” It shows that the disciples do not
understand being a witness, or the mission that
is before them. There is a certain selfishness to
the question because if the kingdom of Israel is
restored, then their fortunes will also be
restored. All of us struggle between self-focus
and sacrifice, but especially the youth of
American society. This can happen to
churches. A church can become so self-focused
that it begins to take care of itself rather
reaching out to bear witness to the power of the
Holy Spirit. As the youth served during VBS,
they took a small step towards greater spiritual
growth. They began to understand that it is
not all about “them.” The Holy Spirit uses
these small steps to help them and us grow into
the image of Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit was at work building our
community as we shared in this outreach event.
After Pentecost and the second coming, Luke
writes: Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47) This is a
wonderful picture of a community that is
empowered by the Holy Spirit and is seeking to
reach others. One person who was attending
the Sunday after VBS saw the video put
together by one of our youth. This person had
not volunteered but after seeing it they said,
“What makes this event so special is that the
church becomes a community to make it
happen!”

We need the power of this mission more
than ever before. Over fifty percent of
American society is unchurched or
under-churched, which means that they have
not been a part of a church in years. Just
below the church, where the Commander
Apartments used to be, the retails stores are
gone and now more apartments are being built.
There will be over 230 apartments when this

complex is finished. As I have watched this
process, I have been praying for the Holy Spirit
to inspire us to reach out to these people. There
will be over 500 to 600 souls that will move
into these apartments, and one half of these
may not have had any contact with the gospel.
I want to invite you to begin praying with me
that the Holy Spirit inspires us to be witnesses
for Christ, that God will empower us for this
moment and for this mission. Amen!

In Christ,
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Waiting
By Lisa Reinhard

I don’t know about you, but I’ve never

been terrific at wai� ng.  While you’re wai� ng, 

your mind can take you places you really don’t

want to go. To the land of the “what ifs”

where you think of all kinds of scenarios

about what will happen when the wai� ng is 

over. Will you get what your heart desires or

will you get a big NO from God? Will your

answer come now, or are you facing even

more wai� ng before you get your answer?  

And how will you know when and if you get

an answer? Discerning God’s will goes

hand-in-hand with wai� ng. And how hard is 

that?!  En� re books have been wri� en about 

how to discern if it’s really God’s will or just

your wishful thinking.

I have discovered over the years that

when I don’t know what to do, the best thing I

can do is to do nothing—to stay just where I

am, and (you guessed it) wait.  God’s � ming is 

o� en not our � ming, and if a nudge really is 

from God, then He will make it more obvious

with � me.  And, even though I hate to say this 

because it’s so true but also so hard, many

� mes He wants to accomplish something in us 

(or in someone else or in our circumstances)

before He allows what we’re praying for to

happen.  Hence, the wai� ng.  

Wai� ng � mes can be very produc� ve 

� mes when much growth is done.  It is the 

� me when our backbones can be forged to 

steel, when we find that we need to dig in and 

study and pray.  It is a � me which drives us to 

our knees, in front of our heavenly Father, as

we ask Him to prepare us for what lies ahead,

as we become stronger and surer.

I recently read a small book en� tled Be

Yourself: Discover the Life You Were Meant to

Live by John Mason. In it, he gives this

wonderful illustra� on of what can happen to 

you while you are wai� ng.  “In his book The 

Sower’s Seeds, Joel Weldon talks about the

Moso, a bamboo plant that grows in China

and the Far East.  ‘A� er the Moso is planted, 

no visible growth occurs for up to five years—

even under ideal condi� ons!  Then, as it by 

magic, it suddenly begins growing at the rate

of nearly two and one-half feet per day,

reaching a full height of ninety feet within six

weeks! But it’s not magic. The Moso’s rapid

growth is due to the miles of roots it develops

during those first five years…..years of ge� ng 

ready..’ Did this plant really grow ninety feet

in six weeks or did it grow ninety feet in five 

years.  Of course, the answer is five years.  If 

at any � me in those five years the seed had 

been without water, fer� lizer, and nurture, 

the Moso plant would have died.”

So it is with us.  During our wai� ng 

� mes, we are pu� ng down roots that become 

our founda� on in Christ.  We become    

stronger. We need to feed those roots,

however, and water them with reading the

Bible and praying, going to church and

spending � me with other Chris� ans.  Only 
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then will our wai� ng � mes become frui� ul 

� mes, full of promise and expecta� on.  God 

tells us, “I know the plans I have for you.

Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a fu-

ture.” (Jeremiah 29:11) We can count on that

promise and know, deep down, that our

futures will be full of hope. It does not say

that we will never have trouble or difficul� es, 

that we will never have to wait and wonder. It

guarantees us hope, and that we will prosper

in some way, maybe not the way we would

prefer, but in some way that God has planned

for us.

I can think of two

individuals from the Bible that

had to wait years, but their

wai� ng prepared them for what 

God had in store for them. The

first one is David, who as the 

youngest son, had to spend

years as a shepherd, tending his

father’s sheep. When Samuel was sent by God

to Jesse, David’s father, to see his eight sons

and anoint the one God told him to, David

was out tending the sheep and was almost

overlooked un� l Samuel asked if he had seen 

all of Jesse’s sons. Finally David was sent for

and God told Samuel that David was the one

who would be king.  A� er Samuel anointed 

him, he was sent back to the fields with the 

sheep.  But this � me, the Spirit of God came 

upon him and God was with him.  David s� ll 

had wai� ng to do, but during this wai� ng, he 

grew closer to God growing stronger and

being prepared to become a great king.

The second is Joseph, whose father

made him a coat of many colors and seemed

to favor him, so his brothers conspired to kill

him and threw him in a deep pit. Merchants

li� ed him out of the pit and sold him as a 

slave. He was taken to Egypt, where life was

hard. When he was sold to a man and put in

charge of his house, the man’s wife brings

false charges against Joseph and he is thrown

into the dungeon. There he is put in charge of

the prisoners and interprets the

dreams of two of Pharaoh’s staff.  

When Pharaoh has a dream he

cannot understand, he is told

about Joseph and sends for him.

Pharaoh is so impressed with

Joseph’s interpreta� on that he 

puts him in charge of Egypt.

Joseph makes sure that much

food is put away and stored

during the years of plenty so that there is

enough food during the years of famine. God

allows Joseph to show compassion on his

brothers when they come to Egypt for food.

God uses wai� ng periods to teach us 

and to ready us for what is to come. Looking

at wai� ng in that light, maybe it’s not such a 

terrible thing a� er all.  
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August 19th

:@ 10 00am in the

Fellowship Hall
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES:

Separate classes for PreK-1 and 2nd-5th in the
Rainy Day Play Room, followed by Children’s Church in the Fellowship
Hall @11AM. Bulletins & crayons are available in the narthex during

both services. Contact Stephanie Taylor at stephanie@sjpcjax.org for

further information.

Library @10AM Connect with ladies of all ages as
we read through “Present Over Perfect: Leaving Behind Frantic for a

Simpler, More Soulful Way of Living” by Shauna Niequest. Come as you

are (no prep or homework required). Please contact Heather Griffin
atmummaw1231@yahoo.com or (904)710-7427 for further information.

Kirk House @10AM Harmony of the Gospels A study
of Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of Luke with added context of
Old Testament prophecies and the traditions and teachings of the day.
Led by Kevin & Wendi Hunger. Drop-ins welcome! Contact Kevin at
kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at wbirdh@comcast.net for further
information.

Kindergarten Room 22 @10AM Now is the
perfect time to join! This group is studying the Epistle of First Peter.

Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at

curry@pajcic.com for further information.

Chapel @10AM This group is
studying “The Present Word, Faith in Action. This study will help us see

the many dimensions of Christian faith and how these are expressed in

our lives, in the church and in our service to others in the world.
Contact Diane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for further

information.

Session Room @10AM They are studying the 23rd
Psalm. They are using the book “Traveling Light” by Max Lucado. Books

are provided. Please contact Bill Mentz at wmmentz@gmail.com or

Pastor Jon at jon@sjpcjax.org for further information.

Sunday, @10:00AM in the Loft. The middle school
and high school groups are studying First John. Please contact Chris

Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for further information.
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June
Dates:

20th– guys’
night

21st– girls’
night

27– beach trip

July Dates:
7th– Adventure
Landing @ the

beach

18th– beach trip

25th–


