Thankful for Team St. Johns
By Rev. Dr. Jon Lovelady
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a
deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I
ask you to receive her in the Lord in a
way worthy of his people and to give her
any help she may need from you, for she
has been the benefactor of many people,
including me. 3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. 4
They risked their lives for me. Not only I
but all the churches of the Gentiles are
grateful to them. 5 Greet also the church
that meets at their house. Greet my dear
friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia. 6
Greet Mary, who worked very hard for
you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my
fellow Jews who have been in prison with
me. They are outstanding among the
apostles, and they were in Christ before I
was. (Roman 16:1-7 NIV)
This is a passage of scripture
that is easily overlooked or scanned
because it does not seem to contain
a wealth of theological insight. Yet,
it contains great personal insight
about the Apostle Paul, as well as the
team of people with him and the
great number of relationships that
he shared. In our individualistic
society it is easy for us to have the
perception that the apostles, especially Paul, built churches with very
little help. As you read all of Romans 16, you see an entire group of
people helping Paul, spreading the
gospel, and committing time, energy,
and resources to enable the church

to move forward. These are the
“unsung” heroes of the church. In
these short verses we find that
Priscilla and Aquila (Paul met them
in Corinth, Acts 18:2) had risked
their lives for Paul and they had a
home church; Epenetus was the first
convert in Asia; Mary was a hard
worker but you can also sense that
she was probably a quiet, behind the
scenes person. The most controversial name is probably the one easiest
to overlook. The simple name Junia
is a woman’s name. She is Jewish
and she came to Christ before Paul
was converted. The controversial
phrase is that she is “outstanding
among the apostles.” For a woman
to be numbered among the apostles
has been controversial for many people, but it highlights the early Christian churches’ ability to use the gifts
of men and women to further the
work of Christ.
The ministry of St. Johns functions
because of the team of people who
work diligently to help further the
ministry of Jesus Christ. I am thankful for all the people who commit
themselves day after day to ensure
that the work of Christ is done. The
Session (12 ruling elders and myself), Trustees, Deacons, volunteers,
and staff all work together to ensure
that the ministry of Jesus Christ continues to have impact in our community. I especially want to highlight
our staff. I am blessed to have this
team of people who are deeply con-
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cerned about the ministry of Jesus Christ here at St.
Johns. I have to commend them for how they share
their gifts to further the gospel! You may just see their
names: Jesse Bozeman, Kevin Crainshaw, Tom
Gunn, Brittany Harris, Sue Keefe, Chris Kellam, Hoi
Le, Mollie Lackey, Gai Gai Quarterman, and Stephanie Taylor. These are in alphabetical
order and I realize that you may not know what each
person does.
Gai Gai Quarterman is the Director of the St.
Johns Presbyterian Preschool. She has a wonderful love
for the children. Through her energy and love she creates a positive, safe place for children to learn about
God’s love! We are blessed to have her!
Jesse Bozeman is our sexton but he is also an
elder at the Murray Hill Presbyterian Church.
Kevin Crainshaw is our Music Director/
Worship leader but he also manages our technology as
well as offers a lot of creative ability.
Tom Gunn is our excellent organist, but he
also has a wealth of knowledge about liturgy of the
church and many other things!
Brittany Harris is our office administrator. She
has a lot of energy and creative ability but she is also a
new mother. She has a beautiful little girl, Carson.
Sue Keefe is our Financial Team Leader and
the newest team member. She does an excellent job of
keeping track of our finances. Her youngest son, Jonathan graduated from college this year.
Chris Kellam is our Director of Youth and
Family Ministries. Youth Directors are hard to find!
We are blessed to have Chris. He brings a wide variety
of gifts to our team. He continues his long distance
dating relationship with Anna (who is a wonderful
young lady but living in Seattle, Washington). I am
sure you know the question that he is asked regularly!
(Don’t worry he will let us know when he “pops the
question”!)
Hoi Le is our Sunday Sexton. This may seem
like a small part, but it is a critical job that he has done
flawlessly for many years. He makes sure every Sunday
that coffee is made (a critical ingredient for church) and
everything is set up.
Mollie Lackey is the Nursery and Toddler’s
Ministry director. Mollie came to Christ in our youth
ministry and has served as a volunteer and now as a
staff member. She loves St. Johns and is willing to do
whatever needed to help us be effective!
Stephanie Taylor is our Children’s Ministry
Director. She and Mollie work together to ensure that
we have a vibrant children’s ministry. Stephanie also
loves St. Johns and she has helped our children to
thrive as well as have impact far beyond the children’s

ministry. Stephanie will be leaving St. Johns at the end
of the year. Her husband, Travis has taken an exciting
new position with his company, but it is in Salt Lake
City, Utah! Team St. Johns will miss Stephanie! I am
so thankful for her contribution to our ministry! This
is one of the reasons I was drawn to the Romans 16
passage because she is to be commended, not just for
her work at St. Johns, but for her service to our Lord
and Savior! Fortunately, we do not have to say goodbye
until the end of 2018, but it will be here quickly! However, we will begin a search to fill her position, and I
would certainly ask for your prayers as we seek God’s
help and direction!
Every team will change. Life will always be in
transition. What will we hold on to when life is changing around us? As I read Romans 16, I gain another
insight: God will continue to help us spread the gospel!
Stephanie’s leaving may be a loss for us, but I am sure it
will further the cause of Christ in Salt Lake City!
Priscilla and Aquila, who risked their lives for Paul,
were forced out of Rome because of persecution of the
Jews. Emperor Claudius forced all the Jews to leave. I
am sure this was terrible for them! However, they met
Paul and furthered the ministry of Jesus. We never
know how God will use the events of our lives to touch
the life of another for Christ! We also know that God
will bring forth the needed gifts, the right person, and
the servant heart to help us Connect with Christ,
Church and Community. Continue to pray for our
staff and leadership! I am blessed to have such a wonderful group of people to help in this ministry!

In Christ,

Translations- NIV: New International Version
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With God all things are possible.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. They are
studying John Macarthur's “The Spread of the Gospel” focusing on
Acts. Contact Diane McFadden at 904-384-0493 or
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.
SJPC MOMS: Thursday, 9:00-11:00 AM in the Kirk House. The group is
studying a new book, a devotional by Lysa TerKeurst: “The Bathtub is
Overflowing but I Feel Drained”. No prior attendance required. Now is
the perfect time to meet and fellowship with other moms in the
church and in the community! Invite a friend! Contact Pamela Smith
at barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at
mclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more information.
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST : Tuesday, @7:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
The men’s group meets every second Tuesday of the month.
Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.
MEN’S GROUP: The group is reading “The Screwtape Letters” by C.S.
Lewis. They meet every Wednesday morning from 6:00-7:15 AM at
Maple Street in Murray Hill. This new Fall Study will be 11 weeks long
(9/5/18 to 11/14/18). Please contact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.
LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the month, 11:30 AM @ various
locations. Contact Katie Marple at 904-384-1382 for more information.
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Deliver Us from Evil
By Lisa Reinhard
All you have to do is turn on the television or listen
to people talking, and you realize that evil is all
around us. Satan is alive and well, and is turning
hearts toward him, it seems to me, in record numbers. I teach elementary gifted students, those who
are at the top of the scale in intelligence, and it is
disheartening to me to hear them talk about the
movies and TV they watch, the video games they
play, and the books they read. So much of it has
demonic overtones, and yet many of them are enthusiastic about their choices. Sadly, most of them
seem to know nothing of God and the Bible. We
were having a discussion in which the names Adam
and Eve came up. Most of the children had no idea
who they were. The holiday of Halloween exacerbates the evil that surrounds us, particularly with
adults, but also drifting down to our children.
When did it become perfectly fine to talk about wizards and witches, sorcerers and devils but not God
or Jesus?

use their imaginations in healthy ways. It is often
an uphill battle.
David tells us in Psalm 37, “Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who do
wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like
green plants they will soon die away. Trust in the
Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Delight yourself in the Lord and he will
give you the desires of your heart.” In Psalm 27,
we are told, “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? When
the evil men advance against me to devour my
flesh, when my enemies and foes attack me, they
will stumble and fall. Though an army besiege me,
my heart will not fear; though war break out against
me, even then will I be confident. One thing I ask
of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze
upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His
temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep me
safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of
his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.”

In this day and age, then, it is more important than ever to keep seeking God in everything
More than ever, Christians need to be the
we do. Let the words we speak and the actions we
light in a world of darkness, shining God’s love to
do reflect God’s goodness and might, His mercy
other people so that others notice and wonder
and love, His strength and uncompromising values.
what’s different about them. How do we, though,
protect ourselves from that darkness? I believe that In order to do that, we must keep strengthening
ourselves—girding our loins—with His word, His
one of the strongest images of God in the Bible is
people through fellowship and worship, and His
that of being our rock. Psalm 18 declares, “I love
you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my presence through prayer.
fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in
We are assured time and again throughout
whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn
the Bible that God will take care of the evil-doers in
of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the Lord,
His own time and in His own way. It is not up to us
who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my
to seek revenge; He will handle that. Psalm 28 says
enemies.” If we follow the psalmist’s advice, we are
this: “To you I call, O Lord my rock; do not turn a
to cry out to Him and then let Him be our sanctuary
deaf ear to me. For if you remain silent, I will be
and protection. Sometimes, in my classroom, I call
like those who have gone down to the pit. Hear my
out to Him silently, and ask Him to protect me from
cry for mercy as I call to you for help, as I lift my
the evil that surrounds me, and to protect these
hands toward your Most Holy Place. Do not drag
precious children’s minds from being polluted with
me away with the wicked, with those who do evil,
the bad “stuff” of the world. I have to be careful, in who speak cordially with their neighbors but harbor
the public-school setting, about what I say to the
malice in their hearts. Repay them for their deeds
children, but I pray everyday that God would seaand for their evil work; repay them for what their
son my replies to them when they tell me about
hands have done and bring back upon them what
dark movies and television shows with light and
they deserve. Since they show no regard for the
love. I try to uplift them, by countering it with
4 he
works of the Lord and what his hands have done,
something positive and life-filled, urging them to
will tear them down and never build them up again.

Praise to the Lord; for he has heard my cry for
mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my
heart trusts in him and I am helped. My heart
leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.
The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of
salvation for his anointed one. Save your people
and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and
carry them forever.”

about what they have seen and heard from other
children. I can pray for those lost adults who seek
darkness and evil, who flaunt it in front of others.
I can pray for our government, that they would
take more of an interest in preserving what is good
and uplifting and holy in our country.

It is definitely a war out there between
good and evil, between God and Satan. We need
I don’t know about you, but when I read
to re-enlist every day to be in His army and influand digest such words, I am empowered to go back ence those with whom we come into contact. The
out into the world and make a difference for Him. amazingly exciting thing is that we already know
I can’t change everything at once, but I can sure
the ending; we know who wins in the end. To Him
pray that Christians infiltrate the entertainment
be all glory and honor forever.
industry and make changes in what our children
are watching and absorbing. I can pray for wisdom for parents that they would guide their children toward healthy movies and television programs, and that they would talk with their children

SJPC WOMEN'S CLASS Library @10:00 AM in the purple door room/room 23 in
the preschool. Connect with ladies of all ages as we read through “The Power
of a Woman's Word” by Sharon Jaynes. We invite you to join and explore the
power you possess and use it to speak life to those around you." You can contact Heather Griffin at mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more information.
NOLAN-PAJCIC CLASS Kindergarten Room 22 @10:00 AM Now is the perfect
time to join! This group is studying the Epistle of First Peter. Contact Jim Nolan at
james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more
information.
KIRK HOUSE CLASS Kirk House @10:00 AM Harmony of the Gospels A study of
Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of Luke with added context of Old Testament prophecies and the traditions and teachings of the day. Led by Kevin
& Wendi Hunger. Drop-ins welcome! Contact Kevin at kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.
FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS Chapel @10:00 AM The study is “God’s
World and God’s People.” This will be an in-depth study of the book of Genesis
from “In the Beginning” to today, living in God’s world. Contact Diane McFad5
den at bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; He delivers
them from all their troubles.
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& Children’s
Church
Wednesday, @6:00 PM in the Kirk House.
All middle and high schoolers are welcome! Bring your favorite
game, snack, and friend, to the Kirk House as we spend time
together. Please contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.
Wednesday, @6:00-8:00 PM in the Kirk House. D-Life is our film
and theater ministry aimed at MS and HS youth, providing an
opportunity to participate in ministry and to build skills that are
attractive and beneficial in life. We produce short films, funny skits,
and play exciting games. Please contact Chris Kellam
at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.
Sunday, @5:00-7:00 PM in the Loft. The group is
middle and high school combined. Join as they play games, eat,
and study the Bible. Contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for
more information.
Sunday, @10:00 AM in the Loft. The
middle school and high school groups are studying Jonah. Please
contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.
Separate classes for PreK-1 and 2nd-5th in
the Rainy Day Play Room, followed by Children’s Church in the
Fellowship Hall @11:00 AM. Bulletins & crayons are available in the
narthex during both services. Contact Stephanie Taylor at
stephanie@sjpcjax.org for more information.
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