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The Miracle of Christmas
By Rev. Dr. Jon Lovelady

The head of Ephraim is Samaria,

and the head of Samaria is only

Remaliah's son. If you do not stand

firm in your faith, you will not

stand at all.'" Again the LORD

spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your

God for a sign, whether in the deep-

est depths or in the highest

heights." But Ahaz said, "I will not

ask; I will not put the LORD to the

test." Then Isaiah said, "Hear now,

you house of David! Is it not

enough to try the patience of hu-

mans? Will you try the patience of

my God also? Therefore the Lord

himself will give you a sign: The

virgin will conceive and give birth

to a son, and will call him Immanu-

el. (Isaiah 7:9-14, NIV)

One of the amazing things about

Christmas is that it is rooted in the

events and lives of real people, in

real times. At times I resist calling

it the Christmas story because the

word “story” leads our minds to

fairy tales and fictional accounts. It

is easy to forget the tension, fear,

celebration, and joy that were expe-

rienced by people in order to form

the different elements of this narra-

tive which culminate in the coming

of the Messiah, Jesus. The miracles

are numerous! Certainly, all of this

builds into the one grand moment

when God becomes flesh and dwells

among us.

As we look at the scripture

above it is one step toward building

the greater story of Jesus as the

Christ. It focuses on Isaiah 7:14:

“The virgin will conceive and give

birth to a son, and call him Imman-

uel.” (NIV) Other translations do

not use “virgin” in the English, but

“young woman.” The Hebrew lan-

guage did not have a specific word

for virgin and the word that is used

in the Hebrew could be a virgin or

any young woman who has not had

a child. Yet, 250 years after Isaiah,

in Alexandria, Egypt the rabbis who

would translate the Hebrew Bible

into Greek would choose the specif-

ic word in the Greek language

meaning “virgin.” If you think

about this, you have to ask, “Why?”

After all, Isaiah, Ahaz the King of

Judah, and those people plotting to

overthrow Ahaz were now in the

distant past, and obviously a virgin

did not conceive during Isaiah’s life

because Isaiah would have certainly

pointed this out in his prophetic

words. These Alexandrian Jews

obviously believed that Isaiah was

speaking through the power of Holy

Spirit, not simply to Ahaz or his po-

litical problems, but to a timeless

qualification for the coming Messi-

ah. Through the power of the Holy

Spirit they sensed the timelessness

(Continued on page 2)
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of this Word from Isaiah and translated this word spe-

cifically as “virgin” to signify their belief that it would

be a sign of the coming Messiah! It would take another

250 years before these words would come to life in a

manger in Bethlehem. They would come alive in the

stressful situation between Mary and Joseph, when

Mary was found to be with child. Matthew would

quote from Isaiah, specifically the Greek version (being

a tax-collector he probably was more fluent in Greek

than in Hebrew), to help understand why this hap-

pened as it did. It was to fulfill the Word of the Lord

found in the prophet: “The virgin….” (Matthew 1: 22-

23)

Yet the real miracle of Christmas is that the

Word continues to dwell among us! It is one thing for

Alexandrian Jews to have a moment of inspiration as

they considered the words of Isaiah, but the manger

means that God has entered into our heartache, our

fear, our trouble as well as our joy! The Eternal, Living

Word is alive in the presence of Jesus Christ and he

meets us in real life and real time to share with us

hope, peace, joy and love! In the first church I served

in North Carolina, I will never forget one year as we

were getting ready for the Christmas season. On a Sat-

urday afternoon as the choir was practicing, I hap-

pened to stop by the church and a neighboring pastor,

Calvin Freedman, also stopped by. Calvin had been

the pastor of the First Baptist Church of Pine Hall,

North Carolina for over 25 years. I was very fortunate

to have him as a friend and he was truly a great men-

tor. We all began to sing Christmas carols and in that

moment there was something more. As I look back on

it now, it is hard to explain but it was the presence of

the Living Word. The joy was so very tangible! We

ended by singing “Joy to World”, and we all felt that

joy! Calvin, this wise and saintly pastor who had expe-

rienced many difficult years in his service to the Lord

Jesus Christ, looked at me with his kind eyes, bright

with the joy of the moment, and said simply: “God is

good!” “Truly,” I said, “God is good!”

This Word not only shares with us joy, but as

we experience fear, stress and uncertainty it is there. It

has been almost one year since my son, Matthew, be-

came very ill when he came to visit us. While visiting a

local “doc in the box,” they were gravely concerned

about his condition and urged me to either call an am-

bulance or rush him to the nearest emergency room. I

was shaken by fear in a way that I have rarely experi-

enced. There were physician friends I could have

called but the terror of moment made me completely

focus on one thing: getting my son the help he needed.

We made it to the emergency room, but it was the day

before Christmas Eve and there were a lot of suffering

people. The flu had almost reached an epidemic stage

and the place was full. I urgently tried to get Matthew

moved up in the cue of the emergency room with little

success. We had to wait. I sat there with my arm

around Matthew. He was so sick, he laid his head up-

on my chest. I could sense his suffering. All I could do

was pray. As I prayed, I began to look around. It was

as if this was what God wanted me to do. I saw all the

sick people, children, adults, all different colors and

ages. As I sat there, I was overwhelmed by the suffer-

ing and I said, “O God, where is the hope! Please help

us!” God responded, “I am the hope! This is why I

came to the manger in Bethlehem! So I could be with

all those who suffer and share with them hope! So I

could be their very present help in a time of trouble!”

In that moment, the feeling of being overwhelmed dis-

sipated. It was replaced with a quietness, a calm hope,

a realization that God had become flesh and was here

in this place of suffering people. I was not afraid, even

though I did not know what the day would bring, but I

did know that God was there.

As you go through this season, I pray that you
will experience this one simple truth: God has become
flesh to continue to share with you and give you hope
and strength! Amen.

In Christ,

(Translations- NIV: New International Version;
JOT: Jon’s Own Version)

(Continued from page 1)
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Peace
By Lisa Reinhard

Peace

One of the fruits of the Spirit is peace. It is one

of the hallmarks of a Christian, one of the qualities oth-

ers look for and take note of when they meet someone

who professes to be a Christian. Why then, as we are

approaching Christmas, is peace harder and harder to

find for some of us who celebrate the true meaning of

Christmas? Shouldn’t we be the most peace-filled people

around? What happens to peace as we rush from store

to store, scrambling around in crowds of shoppers to

find the perfect gift for everyone on our lists? As we

frantically fill out Christmas cards to just “get the things

in the mail!” I think it boils down to pressure from the

world around us. We’re told to be “in the world but not

of the world.” Not so easy to remember when the world

tells us we need to buy, buy, buy. It tells us we’ll be

judged on the kind of gifts we give. It encourages us to

buy more gifts than we can afford. It tells us that it’s im-

portant to jam-pack our calendars with more celebra-

tions and parties than we can truly enjoy. I’ve always

wondered why non-Christians celebrate Christmas. I

guess that for them, it has become a frenzied time to buy

presents and have parties. They obviously miss the real

reason for celebrating. Isn’t it vital, then, that Christians

set a different tone? That we reflect the fruits of the

Spirit even more during this holy time? That we point to

Jesus and remember His birth, the very thing that start-

ed Christianity?

We need to seek out peace, to welcome it into

our lives, even to pursue it as it says in 1 Peter 3:11, “He

must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and

pursue it.” How to chase after it in today’s world? I

think starting your day with a quiet time, or having one

in the middle of your day, or before you go to bed is an

awesome step toward finding peace and claiming it as

yours. Stopping yourself when you feel stress and pres-

sure building up in you and repeating one of the many

promises from God, taking deep breaths, slowing your-

self down and being aware of what is happening to you is

another step to take. We start off anything new and mo-

mentous by taking baby steps. One at a time. Little by

little, we start to form new habits and new ways of think-

ing.

Jesus tells us about peace in several places in the

Bible. In John 14:27, He tells His disciples, “Peace I

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled

and do not be afraid.” Worry often stems from fear.

We’re afraid of something happening so we begin to turn

it over in our mind and worry about it. My dad used to

tell us about an old worry chart that someone made.

After tracking their worries for a length of time, the per-

son concluded that a very low percentage of things they

worried about actually happened. A very large percent-

age of their worrying was for nothing, just wasted energy

that could have been used to accomplish something posi-

tive or useful. Being aware of when we begin to worry

will give us a chance to stop it in its tracks. Turning what

we were tempted to worry about over to God will take it

our of our hands. On that worry chart was a category of

things totally out of our control, things that worrying

about them did nothing to change or remove them. By

handing them over to God, we are allowing the only One

who could have an impact do something about them.

Isaiah 26:3 gives us another way to gain the

peace we so need. “You will keep in perfect peace him

whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.”

Keeping our mind and our eyes on God is an important

way to find peace. We can do this by thinking about

Him, by turning over in our heads what we’ve recently

read in the Bible, by praying diligently, by telling Him

our concerns and worries, and by listening for His still

small voice. Keeping our minds steadfast means being

careful what we allow to pass through it in the forms of

books, magazines, movies, TV, and music, avoiding neg-

ative people who drag us down and put doubts in our

minds about who we are and whose we are. It means

being cognizant of how certain things trigger negative/

bad thoughts and filtering out those things or walking

quickly away from them. It means guarding your heart.

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring

of life. Put away perversity from your mouth; keep cor-

rupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes look straight

ahead, fix your gaze directly before you. Make level

paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm. Do

not swerve to the right or to the left; keep your foot from

evil.” Proverbs 4: 23-27.

Another way to peace is rejoicing, having fun,
laughing and singing and worshipping with people you

love. Philippians 4: 4-7 says, “Rejoice in the Lord al-

ways. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be

evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about

anything, but by everything by prayer and petition, with

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the

peace that passes all understanding will guard your

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

As we come nearer and nearer to Christmas, I

hope that you will seek out peace. I pray that it is quietly

evident to all you encounter. I hope that it intrigues

those who lack it, and that they will wonder how you

have it and they don’t. I close with this scripture: “May

the Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in every

way.” 2 Thessalonians 3:16 Merry Christmas!
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KIRK HOUSE CLASS Kirk House @10:00 AM They
are studying “Harmony of the Gospels”, a
study of Jesus’ life and teachings from the

book of Luke with added context of Old Testa-
ment prophecies and the traditions and

teachings of the day. Led by Kevin & Wendi
Hunger. Drop-ins welcome! Please contact

Kevin at kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

NOLAN-PAJCIC CLASS Kindergarten Room 22
@10:00 AM Now is the perfect time to join! This
group is studying 1 Peter Chapter 2. Please

contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-
robinson.com or CurryPajcic at

curry@pajcic.com for more information.

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS Chapel
@10:00 AM The study is “God’s World and

God’s People.” This will be an in-depth study
of the book of Genesis from “In the Beginning”

to today, living in God’s world. Please con-
tact Diane McFadden at

bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.
SJPC MEN’S CLASS Session Room @10:00 AM
They are beginning the study of The Book of
James, study guides will be available. Please

contact Bill Mentz or Pastor Jon at
wmmentz@gmail.com or jon@sjpcjax.org for

more information.
WOMEN’S GROUP @10:00 AM in the “purple

door room”/Room 23 in the preschool with a
new study, “The Power of a Woman's Word”

by Sharon Jaynes. Join and "explore the pow-
er you possess and use it to speak life to those
around you." Please contact Heather Griffin at

mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more
Information.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: 10:00 AM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. They are studying John Macarthur's
“The Spread of the Gospel” focusing on Acts.
Contact Diane McFadden at 904-384-0493 or
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

SJPC MOMS: Thursday, 9:00-11:00 AM in the
Kirk House. The group is studying a new book,
a devotional by Lysa TerKeurst: “The Bathtub is

Overflowing but I Feel Drained”. No prior at-
tendance required. Now is the perfect time to

meet and fellowship with other moms in the
church and in the community! Invite a friend!

Contact Pamela Smith at bar-
bregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at

mclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more
information.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST : Tuesday, @7:00 AM
in the Fellowship Hall. The men’s group meets

every second Tuesday of the month. Contact
John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more

information.
LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the month,

“For where two or three are
gathered together in my
name, there am I in the

midst of them.”
-Matthew 18:20

Small Groups
Grow Spiritually

unday
chool
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Carol Abraham 12/1
Tiffany Wintz 12/1
Katie Collier 12/7
Frank Houser Jr. 12/8
Mary Pharr Love 12/9

Rachel Burke 12/10
Stephanie Taylor 12/10
Ashton Hanigan 12/15
Lauren Fant 12/17
Austin Gillett 12/17
Susie Collier 12/18

Timothy Kerr 12/ 19
Gai Gai Quarterman 12/20
Lynne Turpin 12/ 21
Thomas Gunn 12/ 22
Sue Barry 12/ 24
Jeff Burke 12/ 25
Maxine Kelley 12/ 26
Ruth Lavender 12/ 27
Tim Wintz 12/ 28
John Alexander 12/ 31

Polly Ann
Anderson

Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn

Wayne Hollaway
Mal May

Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker
Frank Houser

Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass

Airen Walker
Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean
Mary Samford

Michael

Yarbrough

If you have a birthday or a

prayer request and you

would like it to be in the

newsletter, please email

Brittany Harris at

sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the

office at (904)384-4501.
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Wednesday, @6:00 PM in the Kirk House.
All middle and high schoolers are

welcome! Bring your favorite game,
snack, and friend, to the Kirk House as

we spend time together. Please
contact Chris Kellam

at chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.

Wednesday, @6:00-8:00 PM in

the Kirk House. D-Life is our film and the-
ater ministry aimed at MS and HS

youth, providing an opportunity to par-
ticipate in ministry and to build skills that
are attractive and beneficial in life. We
produce short films, funny skits, and play

exciting games. Please contact Chris
Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more

information.

Sunday, @5:00-7:00

PM in the Loft. The group is middle and
high school combined. Join as they

play games, eat, and study the Bible.
Contact Chris Kellam at

chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Sunday,

@10:00 AM in the Loft. The middle

school and high school groups are

studying Jonah. Please contact Chris

Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more

information.

Separate

classes for PreK-1 and 2nd-5th in the

Rainy Day Play Room, followed by

Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall

@11:00 AM. Bulletins & crayons are

available in the narthex during both

services. Contact Mollie Lackey at

mollie@sjpcjax.org for further

information.

& Children’s

Church
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