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God Will Answer
Your Prayer

15 And the prayer offered in faith
will make the sick person well; the
Lord will raise them up. If they have
sinned, they will be forgiven. 16
Therefore confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effec-
tive. James. 5:15-16 (NIV)

We continue to focus on prayer

in 2019. One of the books which
I used to have, had the same title
as this newsletter. By the time I
received this book it was out of
print. It was written by a journal-
ist in the 1950’s who collected
stories of answered prayer. It was
a great book but unfortunately I
loaned the book to someone al-
most 8 or 9 years ago and it never
came back to me! It has been a
difficult book to find because I
don’t remember exactly the au-
thor’s name and there are a lot of
books about prayer! One day, by
God’s grace and providence, I
will find this book again. The
simple affirmation of this title is
still very important. God has an-

swered and will continue to an-
swer our prayers.
Yet, prayer is also a mystery be-
cause some prayers are answered
quickly, others are prayed for
days, months, or years without an
answer. This is always difficult
for us. We want God’s response
and generally we want it quickly.
We assume that if we think a par-
ticular answer is good, then this
should be the opinion and will of
the Almighty! This is a poor as-
sumption. As we look at the
scripture from James we see this
mystery of prayer unfold. The
first phase, “the prayer offered in
faith will make the sick person
well,” could be seen in two ways.
Some people see this phrase as an
absolute rule. If you pray for
someone and they are not healed,
then you did not have enough
faith! I do not think that this is
what James was saying. I am cer-
tain that he had prayed for peo-
ple and they were not healed.
Actually, another way to translate
this phrase is: “Faithful prayer
will save the discouraged spirit or
the diseased body and the Lord
will strengthen that person.”
The focus on healing is strength-
ened by the next verse:
“Therefore, confess your sins to
one another. Pray for each other,

(Continued on page 2)
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so that you may be healed.” I think the last part of
verse 16 is the point that James wants us to realize:
Consistent, daily prayer is powerful and effective,
not magical and dramatic! Occasionally we will
have that miraculous moment and we will know
that God does answer our prayers. Other times, we
will be tempted to give up, because we do not see
that dramatic answer.
Prayer is a process of growth. We need to see pray-
er as a spiritual workout that builds the strength of
our faith. When we pray daily and seek to know
our Lord, we build the connection between our
spirit and the Holy Spirit. I am encouraging daily
prayer in 2019 in order for us to increase our level
of spiritual growth. Through praying daily, God is
able to give us comfort, insight, strength, hope,
healing and absolute miracles. You can find exam-
ples of all these and more throughout scripture.
Yet, we are so distracted, busy, or focused on the
wrong things that we do not find the strength or
power of daily prayer.
I am convinced that God answers some prayers just
to aid in this process of growth. One of my friends
in college was Bill Simmons. Bill was a very bright
young man whose goal was to eventually teach in a
college or seminary. God had gifted him with a
methodical and quick mind which was well suited
to the rigors of the academic world. Yet, when Bill
and I knew each other, we were both trying to dis-
cern where God was leading our lives. One of
Bill’s answered prayers had a profound impact up-
on me. Since our college was located in Cleveland,
Tennessee, Bill began to take an interest in fly fish-
ing, especially for trout, which were in the Tennes-
see mountain streams. It became his passion.
Since we were poor college students, Bill did not
have money to buy expensive flies for fishing, so he
starting making his own flies. At one point, he
told me that he needed a peacock feather to make
a particular fly. He wondered if I knew where he
might find one. I told him I had no idea. He de-
cided to pray and ask God to give him a peacock
feather. I have to admit I was skeptical. Why
would God be concerned about this?
After a couple of weeks, Bill came up to me very
excited. God had given him a peacock feather! He
lived off campus and late one night he pulled up in
front of his apartment and the lights of his car fell

upon the trash can across the street. The next day
was trash pickup day. Sitting in the trash can was a
beat up old hat which still had a beautiful peacock
feather in its band! God had answered his prayer!
Bill would go on to graduate school and eventually
receive a PHD from St. Andrews University in
Scotland. He now writes books and teaches stu-
dents about Paul’s theology. I have thought a lot
about this simple answer to his prayer. It was not
only a moment of growth for Bill but also for me.
The great God of the universe was truly concerned
for the smallest things. I am sure on that same day
God may have answered far more dramatic prayers
but this feather had a tremendous impact. It
proved this one simple statement: God will answer
your prayer! Don’t give up continue to pray!
Amen!

In Christ,

(Continued from page 1)

God Will Answer Your Prayer
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Praying to Forgive
By Lisa Reinhard

One of the best things you can do for yourself

is to forgive someone else. Forgiving someone
means you will never get what you want from
that person, which, in many cases, is an apolo-
gy. It, however, sets you free. Free from re-
sentment building up inside of you. Free from
the deep desire to get revenge. Free from the
anger, that, unresolved, turns into depression.
It allows you to use all that energy that you
were spending on being resentful, vengeful,
and angry on positive things, like living out
God’s love, or His peace, or His light.

It also changes you, as all prayer does.
By continually praying to forgive someone that
has hurt or wronged you, your heart begins to
change toward that person. The red-hot hate
that once took hold of your heart begins to cool
off and turns to the pink of peace. You stop
wasting your time thinking about that person
in a negative way, saying, “That so and so did
me wrong! I can’t stand him/her!” You let go.
You allow God to handle the other person, and
you are no longer centered in on making sure
that the other person “pays.” “Vengeance is
mine, saith the Lord” and for a very good rea-
son.

Many years ago, there was a teacher at
my high school who was known for her witty
sense of humor, her giving her students candy
before a big test, and her bigger-than-life per-
sonality. It was said that she made even Latin
fun. My mother also taught at my high school
(technically, I went to my mom’s high school,
since she got there first!), and she was best
friends with this zany Latin teacher. My family
was entertained by Mom’s tales of her friend’s
antics. One year, however, she felt that an in-
justice had been done to her. I’m not exactly
sure what it was—possibly her class schedule or
being replaced as the chair for the foreign lan-
guage department—but whatever it was, she
went to battle about it, going to the teachers’
association, maybe even hiring her own lawyer,
so that she could win and gain back what she

felt had been taken from her. She fought and
fought, and ultimately lost the war she had
waged. Then, a very sad thing happened—this
teacher who was known for her joie de vivre,
her effervescence became angry, resentful, and
mean. She was so upset that she lost, and held
such a grudge, that what she ended up losing
was—herself! Gone were the silly antics, the
laughter, the fun-loving spirit. In their place
was a sad, dried-up, old woman who acted like
she hated everything and everyone. She simply
could not forgive those who had ruled against
her, and that unforgiveness festered inside of
her like a deadly cancer of the soul. She al-
lowed that unforgiveness to rule and change
her life, and, by doing so, she ended up a pris-
oner to it, while those she had fought went on
their merry way, not giving her another
thought.

There is another good reason to forgive
those who have wronged you. Jesus com-
mands it. In Mathew 6:14 He says, “For if you
forgive men when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if
you do not forgive men their sins, your Father
will not forgive your sins.” This is a no-
nonsense statement, with no holds barred. I
don’t know about you, but it gives me pause to
really think about forgiving others. I think what
Jesus was telling the people is that when you
refuse to forgive someone, you are in fact judg-
ing them as unworthy of your forgiveness.
Mathew 7:1-2 tells us, “Do not judge, or you too
will be judged. For in the same way you judge
others, you will be judged, and with the same
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” I
believe that Jesus is pointing out that when we
refuse to forgive someone, the same amount of
anger, resentment, and desire for revenge that
we harbor against another will appear in our
own lives eventually in some form or fashion.
He’s giving us very wise counsel to resist
“playing God” and being the judge of others,
and rather, to let it go by forgiving them and
moving on.

One of my favorite books of the Bible is
Colossians. I particularly love this passage
from the third chapter. “Therefore, as God’s
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humili-
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ty, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive whatever grievances you
may have against one another. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. And over all these vir-
tues, put on love, which binds them all to-
gether in perfect unity.” (verses 12-14) I
have tried to live my life in line with these
words, and constantly remind myself of
their meaning. To me, it is the essence of
being a Christian witness to the people I
come into contact with every day. It points
out that it is hard to truly love without for-
giving others. Hard even to love yourself.
God wants each of us to have a healthy self-
love so that we may honor what He created
in us. Not an over-inflated egotist kind, but
one that He can use to touch others and
show His glory. Unforgiveness becomes a
barrier to that kind of appropriate self-love
because it eats away at who we are at our
very core, such as happened to my mom’s
friend the Latin teacher. Important parts of
us die and become pushed out by the
strength of the unresolved negative emo-
tions and thoughts. We become less than we
were created to be, less than we are capable
of becoming.

As we enter this month of love,
hearts, and flowers, let us pray to tackle any
unforgiveness that lurks in our hearts. Ask
God how to let go of it, whether or not you
need to contact someone to ask for their for-
giveness or to tell them you have forgiven
them, or whether it needs to stay between
you and God. Be intuitive and discerning.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance. In the
twelve steps, it says to “8. Make a list of all
persons we have harmed and become willing
to make amends to them all. 9. Make direct
amends to such people wherever possible,
except when to do so would injure them or
others.” We could turn it around to make a
list of those we need to forgive and contact
them only if it will not injure them or others.
It’s a guide that has worked for many to set
them free to go forward with a new sense of
freedom and self-worth. Forgiveness is that

important! Make February your month to
do it.
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SUNDAY

SCHOOL
KIRK HOUSE CLASS Kirk House @10:00 AM They

are studying “Harmony of the Gospels”, a
study of Jesus’ life and teachings from the

book of Luke with added context of Old Testa-
ment prophecies and the traditions and

teachings of the day. Led by Kevin & Wendi
Hunger. Drop-ins welcome! Please contact

Kevin at kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

NOLAN-PAJCIC CLASS Kindergarten Room 22
@10:00 AM Now is the perfect time to join! This
group is studying 1 Peter Chapter 2. Please

contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-
robinson.com or CurryPajcic at

curry@pajcic.com for more information.

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS Chapel
@10:00 AM The study is “God’s World and

God’s People.” This will be an in-depth study
of the book of Genesis from “In the Beginning”

to today, living in God’s world. Please con-
tact Diane McFadden at

bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

SJPC MEN’S CLASS Session Room @10:00 AM
They are beginning the study of The Book of
James, study guides will be available. Please

contact Bill Mentz or Pastor Jon at
wmmentz@gmail.com or jon@sjpcjax.org for

more information.

WOMEN’S GROUP @10:00 AM in the “purple
door room”/Room 23 in the preschool is study-
ing “The Power of a Woman's Word” by Sha-
ron Jaynes. Join and "explore the power you

possess and use it to speak life to those
around you." Please contact Heather Griffin at

mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more
Information.

MEN’S GROUP: The group meet s
every Wednesday morning from 6:00-7:15
AM at Maple Street in Murray Hill. Please

contact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more

information.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: 10:00 AM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. They are studying John Macarthur's
“The Spread of the Gospel” focusing on Acts.
Contact Diane McFadden at 904-384-0493 or
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST : Tuesday, @7:00 AM
in the Fellowship Hall. The men’s group meets

every second Tuesday of the month. Contact
John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more

information.

LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the month,
11:30 AM @ various locations. Contact Katie
Marple at 904-384-1382 for more information.

SJPC MOMS: Thursday, 9:00-11:00 AM in the
Kirk House. The group is studying a new book,
a devotional by Lysa TerKeurst: “The Bathtub is

Overflowing but I Feel Drained”. No prior at-
tendance required. Now is the perfect time to

meet and fellowship with other moms in the
church and in the community! Invite a friend!

Contact Pamela Smith at
barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at

mclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more
information.
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“For where two
or three are

gathered togeth-
er in my name,

there am I in the
midst of them.”

-Matthew
18:20

Polly Ann
Anderson

Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn

Wayne Hollaway
Mal May

Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker

Ginny Whitner

Doris Cass
Airen Walker

Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean
Mary Samford

Michael

Yarbrough

Mary Lanier 2/2 2/14 Caleb Singletary

Pamela Smith 2/2 2/15 Margaret Barrett

Kevin Crainshaw 2/5 2/15 Leon Barrett

Christopher Noll 2/5 2/15 Fran Miles

Rick Barrett 2/7 2/15 Ernest Helsley

Lauren Vereen 2/7 2/15 Janet Stumbo

Jeanne Vinci 2/8 2/15 Walter Grant

Nancy Lees 2/9 2/17 Melody Melvin

Jerry Austin 2/10 2/17 Leslie Nixon

Mike Hayman 2/11 2/17

Kevin Cofran 2/12 2/18

Lane Montgomery 2/14 2/22

Gayle Ford 2/12 2/19

Ben Nasrallah 2/13 2/19

Denise Crawf 2/14 2/20

Wally Messer 2/14 2/21

Tim Turpin

Leon Barrett III

Westin Bryan

Thad Danson

Brad Evans

Harry Gaines

Christian Mitchell

Bill Mentz

Elizabeth Noll

Jim Simpson

Spencer Pitman

Gina Evans

Ken Whyrick

Isaac Lane

Margo Fraleigh

Tony Nasrallah

2/22

2/23

2/23

2/23

2/24

2/24

2/25

2/25

2/25

If you have a birthday or a

prayer request and you

would like it to be in the

newsletter, please email

Brittany Harris at

sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call

the office at

(904)384-4501.
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Wednesday, @6:00 PM in the Kirk
House. All middle and high schoolers

are welcome! Bring your favorite
game, snack, and friend, to the Kirk
House as we spend time together.

Please contact Chris Kellam
at chris@sjpcjax.org for more

information.

Wednesday, @6:00-8:00 PM in

the Kirk House. D-Life is our film and the-
ater ministry aimed at MS and HS

youth, providing an opportunity to par-
ticipate in ministry and to build skills that
are attractive and beneficial in life. We
produce short films, funny skits, and play

exciting games. Please contact Chris

Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.

Sunday, @5:00-7:00

PM in the Loft. The group is middle and
high school combined. Join as they

play games, eat, and study the Bible.
Contact Chris Kellam at

chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Sunday,

@10:00 AM in the Loft. The middle

school and high school groups are

studying Jonah. Please contact Chris

Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more

information.

Separate

classes for PreK-1 and 2nd-5th in the

Rainy Day Play Room, followed by

Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall

@11:00 AM. Bulletins & crayons are

available in the narthex during both

services. Contact Mollie Lackey at

mollie@sjpcjax.org for further

information.

& Children’s

Church
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Are you looking for a way to put your love of

Christ into action? Are you wishing you could

find an opportunity to serve and connect with

others at church? We are excited to announce

a new ministry opportunity with Family Prom-

ise of Jacksonville. Family Promise of Jack-

sonville is a non-profit, interfaith hospitality

network providing temporary assistance, hos-

pitality and case management for families with

children experiencing homelessness. While

our involvement in the ministry is new, Family

Promise is an organization that has been ac-

tive in our community for many years. Host

congregations partner with Family Promise to

provide meals and temporary housing to fami-

lies who are experiencing homelessness. Dur-

ing 2019, SJPC will host families at our church

over two, one-week periods (March 31-April 7

and August 25-September 1). During that time

we will be offering meals, overnight accommo-

dations, and other hospitality as we pour out

God’s love into people of our community. Fam-

ily Promise has an 85% success rate of home-

less to home transition. We look forward to be-

ing a part of the love and support these fami-

lies need as they work towards lasting inde-

pendence. Does this sound like a ministry you

would like to get involved in? Are you curious

and want to know more? Please feel free to

contact our church’s Family Promise coordina-

tors (Christine Hughes and Allison Stanly) to

learn more.

To Volunteer or for
questions, please

CONTACT :

Christine Hughes:
christinedhughes@gmail.com

Allison Stanly:
smithab@hotmail.com

You can also learn more about
the program through the
Family Promise website:
FamilyPromiseJax.org


