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THE MYSTERY OF
PRAYER

BY REV. DR. JONATHAN
LOVELADY

“I have heard your prayer and
have chosen this place for my-
self as a temple for sacrifices. 
13 When I shut up the heavens
so that there is no rain, or
command locusts to devour
the land or send a plague
among my people, 14 if my
people, who are called by my
name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven,
and I will forgive their sin and
will heal their land. 15 Now my
eyes will be open and my ears
a� en� ve to the prayers 
offered in this place.”  (2
Chronicles 7:12-15 NIV)

We are con� nuing with 

our year of prayer.  No� ce 
these verses from 2 Chronicles
7. The Lord is speaking to Sol-
omon a� er the dedica� on of 
the temple. On a na� onal and 
social level these words speak

to us. Events like Pearl Har-
bor, September 11, school
shoo� ngs, wildfires, hurri-
canes, or other na� onal trage-
dies should call us to humility
and prayer, as well as reflec-
� on upon the error of our 
ways. It should also prompt us
to ask God for healing in our
society and in our world.

However, it is hard to dis-
cern this type of healing be-
cause it takes � me and change 
in our society to find God’s 
healing and wholeness. One of
the great comforts of this
scripture is that it offers us 
hope, despite the broken fab-
ric of our society. God is not
unaware or uncaring about
the state of social order, in-
stead God’s eyes are open and
God’s ears are a� en� ve to our 
prayers.
    Our tempta� on with this the 
verse from 2 Chronicles, is to
create a vengeful and wrath
filled god whose only goal is to 
repay the sin that we have
done. This ignores scriptures
like Exodus 34:6-7: “And The
Lord passed in front of Moses,
proclaiming, “The LORD, the
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LORD, the compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithful-
ness, maintaining love to thousands, and for-
giving wickedness, rebellion and
sin….” (Exodus 34:6-7 NIV). These words are
repeated numerous � mes throughout scrip-
ture to remind us that God never gives us as
our sins deserve, instead God prefers love
over anger, forgiveness rather than recom-
pense, and pa� ence rather than vengeance.  
Peter the apostle would sum up God’s charac-
ter this way: “The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead he is pa� ent with you, not wan� ng 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9 NIV). Jesus proves
that God prefers repentance, a turning of our
hearts to God, rather than people being lost
sheep. This is one of the major themes of the
Bible. God wants us to turn to Him and find 
healing and wholeness.

This also brings us to the mystery of God.
Prayers for healing take place rou� nely and 
o� en as we go through the course of our lives.  
The singular most common request of prayer
is for healing and wholeness. Herein, lies the
mystery of divine healing. We are tempted to
believe when we or someone close to us expe-
riences sickness, then we are being punished
for some sin. Some people may believe they
are not healed because God is extrac� ng pay-
ment for what they have done, even though
they have prayed regularly and fervently. I
have prayed for people during a wide variety
of visits. In some instances, people recovered
quicker than I expected, or found a strength to
endure their circumstances that was amazing.
We focus on miraculous healing to the exclu-
sion of God’s power being at work in many
other ways. I have come to believe that all
prayer offers wholeness and healing for our 
broken souls. This is why I am encouraging all
of us to prac� ce daily prayer during 2019, es-
pecially if we want to find a greater sense of 
healing in our lives!

I will never be able to explain why some
people are healed more completely or quickly
than others. Why one person will be healed of
a disease and another will die. I don’t believe
it is because one of the two believed more
than the other. I do not believe one was more
deserving than the other. Nor do I believe that
“death” is the ul� mate healing! I hear this 
from � me to � me, but it is not comfor� ng for 
me, nor is it for many grieving people. Instead,
I have to let God be God, the Eternal One
whose mind and will I cannot fully compre-
hend. I have to admit to the mystery that
God’s thoughts are far higher than mine, or
the thoughts of any mortal being. (Isaiah 55:8-
9) This mystery is hard to bear for those who
have struggled with disease or hardship. Yet,
this mystery is also what gives the ac� on of 
any prayer and every prayer the great poten-
� al for us to find the power and grace for our 
struggle. The Apostle Paul put it this way:
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming
conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three
� mes I pleaded with the Lord to take it away 
from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness." Therefore, I will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is why,
for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecu� ons, in diffi-
cul� es. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10 NIV). Humility, trust,
hope, and ul� mately grace is found in the mo-
ment of prayer, and God opens the mystery of
His presence to our hearts amid the hardships
of our lives.
    In my first church in North Carolina there 
were three daughters who cared for their in-
firmed mother.  They organized their lives to 
take care of her 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
They dearly loved their mother but she was
very infirmed. She was on a feeding tube.  She 
could not speak, only mo� on with her head or 
eyes in response to their conversa� on. I ad-
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mired them (as I have others since mee� ng 
them) for the genuinely heroic efforts to care 
for their mother.
     The mother began to experience difficulty 
breathing. Upon examina� on in the hospital, a 
large tumor was discovered on her lungs. The
doctor was kind but clear; she would not live
very long because it appeared to be in an ad-
vanced stage. I visited her shortly a� er the 
doctor had le�  and the daughters were heart-
broken and they asked me to pray for her
healing. I ques� oned in my own mind, if this 
was truly the best prayer, but I was moved to
a deep compassion by the love of these
daughters for their mother. We gathered
around her bedside and prayed for her heal-
ing. During the night her struggle to breathe
began to ease, by the morning she was
breathing normally, much to the doctor’s
amazement. He decided that he would do an-
other x-ray of her chest. He could find no evi-
dence of the tumor and now her symptoms
were gone. The doctor could offer no other 
explana� on, other than that it was a miracle! 
She went home the next day. The mother
would live several more years and pass away
peacefully.

I was absolutely amazed by this! I think God
was just as moved to compassion as I was by
the love of these daughters! I also think God
had the added bonus of being able to show a
smart, young, preacher man that I did not
know as much as I thought! I would not fully
understand this, but it proved to me that God
is God, there is not another! This is something
we can trust during every year that we live!
Amen!

In Christ,

Join SJPC MOMS GROUP as they read “Real
Moms . . . Real Jesus: Meet the Friend

who Understands” by Jill Savage
A group for moms to connect to other mothers in the

community and with Jesus!
-Group meets weekly on Thursdays, 9:30-11:00 am

in the Kirk House (Green house on Lexington)
-Childcare is provided

-Contact Lauren McLaughlin at
l m c l a u g h l i n 7 @ y a h o o . c o m or Pamela Smith at

B a r b re G i r l 3 @ a o l . c o m for more information!

THE MYSTERY OF PRAYER
(Continued from page 2)
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Small
MENS GROUP: Wednesday, @6:00 AM at Maple Street in Mur-
ray Hill The group is reading “Pilgrim’s Progress” by John Bunyan. The

study is 20 weeks long. Please contact Trip Stanly at (904) 866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY: Monday, @10:00 AM in the Fel-
lowship Hall. They are studying John Macarthur's “The Spread of the
Gospel” focusing on Acts. Contact Diane McFadden at 904-384-0493

or bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the month, @11:30 AM at
various locations. Contact Katie Marple at 904-384-1382 for more

information.

MENS PRAYER BREAKFAST: Tuesday, @7:00 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. They meet every second Tuesday of the month. Con-

tact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

SJPC MOMS: Thursday, @9-11:00 AM in the Kirk House. The
group is reading “Real Moms . . . Real Jesus: Meet the Friend who Un-
derstands” by Jill Savage. No prior attendance is necessary. Please con-

tact Pamela Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at
lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more information.



5

NEW BEGINNINGS
BY LISA REINHARD

“When a crystal vase slips from the fin-
gers and sha� ers on a marble floor; 
when an egg is smashed, its ragged
shell fragments sca� ered; when the 
petals of a rose are torn off and bruised, 
crushed beneath the wind’s weight—
there is no fixing it. Not so with human 
lives. We can go on. With us There are
new beginnings, A crisp white sheet of
paper On which to write the words of
today.”
From Psalms for the Single Mom
Wri� en by Lisa Reinhard (1999 and 
2018)

New beginnings. Isn’t that what Je-

sus’s resurrec� on is all about?  Just 
when the disciples despaired that their
friend and leader was gone, having
been tortured and killed in a most hide-
ous way, and they believe that all is lost,
there comes Mary running to them
with the news,” I have seen the Lord!”
Imagine the emo� ons warring within 
these men—these men who had
walked daily with Jesus, had eaten with
Him, watched Him perform miracles,
prayed with Him, learned from Him. To
realize that not all is lost, to grasp the
very real hope that Jesus lives on, pre-
paring a place for them. On the other
hand, to not quite believe it could be
true. How could it? They saw Him take
His last breath on the cross and surren-
der Himself to death. But true it was,
and they knew it was Him when He
showed them His hands and side, when
He came and stood among them when
they hid behind locked doors, and when
He said, “Peace be with you. “(John 20:

19-20) They are described as being
overjoyed!

David sings of God’s ability to cre-
ate new beginnings in Psalm 40 when
he says, “I waited pa� ently for the Lord; 
he turned to me and heard my cry. He
li� ed me out of the slimy pit, out of the 
mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock
and gave me a firm place to stand.  He 
put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of
praise to our God.” (verses 1-3)

Indeed, I have seen Him take my
darkest moments and turn them into
something brand new for me to discov-
er and grow from. Just when I’ve
thought that my life was sha� ered be-
yond repair, He restores “even the years
the locusts ate.” He is nothing if not
thorough. He thinks of everything, eve-
ry � ny detail.  He definitely sets my feet 
on a rock and always, always—in His
own � ming—gives me a firm place to 
stand.

God is very protec� ve of His peo-
ple. In Ezekiel 36, He says, “For I will
take you out of the na� ons; I will gather 
you from all the countries and bring you
back to your own land. I will sprinkle
clean water on you, and you will be
clean; I will cleanse you from all your
impuri� es and from all your idols.  I will 
give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; I will remove your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And 
I will put my Spirit in you and move you
to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws. You will live in the land I
gave your forefathers; you will be my
people and I will be your
God.” (verses24-28) That was wri� en 
thousands of years ago, but I believe He
is the same God now as He was then.
He can s� ll give us a new heart and put 
a new spirit in us!
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We are told that when we come
to Christ, we are, in fact, made new.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new crea� on; the old has gone, the new 
has come!”  Time and � me again, we 
have witnessed the remarkable changes
in people who come to know Him.
When they are given the reassurance of
eternity, they change their perspec� ves 
and their values.

Finally, we are told in Revela� on, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” Ever
since my amazing husband Jack went to
heaven, I have o� en pondered what it is 
really like. He said ALL things, so it must
be incredible and beyond my compre-
hension and the scope of my mind. I
can think and guess all I want, but I
won’t know what it’s truly like un� l I en-
ter it. But just the fact that I have all
eternity wai� ng for me with Jesus and 
with the newness that heaven promises

gives me an incredible sense of hope
and well-being. Knowing that what Je-
sus did for me on that cross by taking
on all my sins, makes Easter the most
glorious day of the year for me. I hope
you feel the newness of it, too.
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Little Flock Sunday School
L� � � � � � � : N� �  N� � � � � � Pre-K through 1st and 2nd through 5th

Please contact Mollie Lackey at mollie@sjpcjax.org for more
informa� on.

Youth Sunday School
L� � � � � � � : T� �  L� � �  This group is for middle school and high

school students. Please contact Chris Kellam at
chris@sjpcjax.org for more informa� on.

Kirk House Class
L� � � � � � � : K� � �  H� � � �  They are studying Harmony of the

Gospels, a study of Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of
Luke with added context of Old Testament prophecies and the

tradi� ons and teachings of the day. Led by Kevin & Wendi        
Hunger. Please contact Kevin at kevinhunger@gmail.com or

Wendi at wbirdh@comcast.net for more informa� on.    

Nolan-Pajcic Class
L� � � � � � � : K� � � � � � � � � � �  R� � �  22 This group is studying 1

Peter Chapter 2. Please contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-
robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more

informa� on. 

School
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WOMEN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Join the group as they read “The Spirit-Led

Heart: Living a Life of Love and Faith without
Borders” by Suzanne Eller.

Where :The “Purple Door Room”/Room 23
When: 10:00 AM

Please contact Heather Griffin at
mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more information.

Men’s Class
L� � � � � � � : S� � � � � �  R� � �  They are studying Romans. Please

contact Bill Mentz, Pastor Jon, or John O� erson at 
wmmentz@gmail.com, jon@sjpcjax.org

or john.o� erson@iff.com for more informa� on.

Friendship Bible Fellowship Class
 L� � � � � � � : C� � � � �  A study of Chris� an discipleship, ministry, 
and understanding God’s call to each of us. How do we serve
God’s people, as recorded in the Gospels of Mark and Luke?
Want to learn your place of service? Join us. Please contact

Diane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more
informa� on.

Women’s Class
L� � � � � � � : “P� � � � �  D� � �  R� � � ”/R� � �  23 They are studying

The Spirit-Led Heart: Living a life of love and faith without
borders. Please contact Heather Griffin at                                     

mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more informa� on.
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If you have a birthday or a prayer request and you would like it to be in the

newsletter, please email Brittany Harris at sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the office at

(904)384-4501.

Polly Ann
Anderson

Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn

Wayne Hollaway
Mal May

Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker

Ginny Whitner

Doris Cass
Airen Walker

Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean
Mary Samford

Michael

Yarbrough

APRIL 28
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Wednesday, @6:00 PM in the Kirk House. All middle and
high schoolers are welcome! Bring your favorite

game, snack, and friend, to the Kirk House as we spend
time together. Please contact Chris Kellam

at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Wednesday, @6:00-8:00 PM in the Kirk House. D-Life is
our film and theater ministry aimed at MS and HS
youth, providing an opportunity to participate in

ministry and to build skills that are attractive and
beneficial in life. We produce short films, funny skits,
and play exciting games. Please contact Chris Kellam

at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Sunday, @5:00-7:00 PM in the Loft. The group is mid-
dle and high school combined. Join as they play

games, eat, and study the Bible. Contact Chris Kellam
at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Sunday, @10:00 AM in the Loft. The middle school and

high school groups are studying Jonah. Please con-

tact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more

information.
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Ma�  Burne� e 4/2 Peter Russell 4/17

Melissa Schmidt 4/4 Eden Wintz 4/17

Maddux Wright 4/4 Curry Pajcic, Jr. 4/19

Carolyn Rankin 4/8 Jonathan Montgomery 4/20

Mike Wright 4/8 Lily Castro 4/21

Trudy Padilla 4/9 Meagan Lewis 4/21

Kirk Lingle 4/9 Hugh Jones 4/22

Will Wickenden 4/10 Sarah Pa� erson 4/22

Garrison Erwin 4/11 Doris Cass 4/23

Dave Tanner 4/14 Colin Quinn 4/23

James Cassidey IV 4/15 John Quinn 4/23

Shirley Douglas 4/15 Michael Leach 4/24

Annie Pajcic 4/15 Marshall Walker 4/25

Chris Aus� n 4/16

*MAUNDY THURSDAY
SERVICE

Date and Time: April 18th
@ 7:00 PM

Location: Tru Way Church

*GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Date and Time: April 19th

@ 7:00 PM
Location:

St. Johns Presbyterian

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
Date and Time: April 21st

@ 6:30 AM
Location: Stockton Park

EASTER SUNDAY TRADI-
TIONAL SERVICE

Date and Time: April 21st
@ 9:00 AM
Location:

St. Johns Presbyterian

EASTER SUNDAY
CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

Date and Time: April 21st
@ 11:00 AM
Location:

St. Johns Presbyterian

*These two services are in
collaboration with Tru Way
Church of the Living Christ


