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REVOLUTIONARY
PRAYER

BY REV. DR. JONATHAN
LOVELADY

24 When they heard this, they
raised their voices together in
prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord,"
they said, "you made the heav-
ens and the earth and the sea,
and everything in them…29
Now, Lord, consider their threats
and enable your servants to
speak your word with great bold-
ness. 30 Stretch out your hand to
heal and perform signs and won-
ders through the name of your
holy servant Jesus." 31 After they
prayed, the place where they
were meeting was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God
boldly. 32 All the believers were
one in heart and mind. No one
claimed that any of their posses-
sions was their own, but they
shared everything they had.
(Acts 4:24-32 NIV)

We continue our year of
prayer. I hope you are continu-
ing to pray daily. Even if you
have missed some time, take
this as an opportunity to renew
your effort.  Our vision is to 
Connect with Christ, Church and
Community. Prayer is essential
to our vision. The connection
with Jesus Christ, especially
through prayer, empowers St.
Johns as it did in the first centu-
ry. The Scripture from Acts 4
shows the strength that is
found in prayer. The early
church begins to experience the
hostility of the religious leader
at the Temple. This persecution
would continue to grow in Jeru-
salem and would eventually re-
sult in the death of Steven, an
early deacon. Yet, the growth
of the church would continue
despite growing adversity, and
faithful prayer was an essential
element to the impact of these
early Christians.

Prayer is revolutionary

(Continued on pages 2-3)
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for our lives and the church. Revolutions
are always about change. The spiritual
writer, Henri Nouwen, says that prayer is
always revolutionary because prayer
brings change. The above prayer is the
conclusion of an event that happened in
the previous chapter. Peter and John
were going into the Temple and a beggar
was at the entrance who had been lame
from birth. He was over 40 years old. As
they entered the Temple, Peter told him:
"Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do
have I give you. In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, walk." (Acts 3:6 NIV)
This healing event caused the Temple offi-
cials to arrest Peter and John for preach-
ing about Jesus Christ. It was spectacular,
but it was also a threat to the powers of
the Temple and even to Jerusalem, be-
cause it was clear that the message of
Christ was not empty! The message of Je-
sus brought healing power that was be-
yond the control of the officials!  

We need the kind of revolution that
these people experienced. Social revolu-
tionary movements can be filled with an-
ger, hatred, and even violence. They are
divisive, but notice the result of this pray-
er. There is a unity which gave these be-
lievers strength to withstand great difficul-
ty. When we experience adversity, we can
become isolated and alone but when we
pray together, there is a unity that can on-
ly be forged by the power of the Holy Spir-
it. The divisiveness of our society contin-
ues to grow and we see the impact in peo-
ples’ lives; fear, loneliness, anger, and apa-
thy. Through the power of prayer, we can
build a life-giving unity! We need this rev-
olution of unity in our society and the

church of Jesus Christ!

There is also a revolution of bold-
ness. Peter and John had been simple
fisherman on the Sea of Galilee before 
they met Jesus. Their transformation to
confident witnesses of the risen Christ is 
an amazing testimony to the power of
prayer that builds in the life a believer. It
was not simply a singular prayer that gave
them this confidence.  It was the con-
sistency of prayer in their lives that al-
lowed them to grow in confidence.  It was 
experiencing the prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane with Jesus (even though they
would fall asleep). It was praying in the
Upper Room with the other believers
when the Holy Spirit came into the room
as a mighty rushing wind. These experi-
ences of prayer continued to build in them
a confident boldness.  The message of 
Christ has more resistance today than at
any other time in my life. We need to pray
for a boldness to speak the message of
Christ, to love others in His name, and to
be confident witnesses that Christ is our 
risen Lord. This can change the world.

At my previous church, there was a
mother who had a rare disease that was
slowly but surely killing her. It was similar
to Lou Gehrig’s disease which destroys the
motor functions of the body. She was be-
ing treated by a team of neurologists but
the prognosis was grim. She had two chil-
dren. The youngest was about to be in
middle school. She knew that things were
not good, but she hoped that she would
be able to see her son graduate from high
school. We decided to have a series of
healing services in which the elders prayed

(Continued from page 1)
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for her and many other people.

We did these services in the fall.
There was not a dramatic change at first, 
except this mother began to feel strong-
er. She was able to get out of the wheel-
chair and walk with two crutches. By Ho-
ly Week of the following year, at the
Maundy Thursday service, she would
walk into the church without even a cane!
She not only saw her youngest son gradu-
ate, but she would dance at her oldest
son’s wedding and she is still doing well
today! God is good!

When we pray together, God is
able to do more than we can imagine.
Continue to pray for the unity of the Holy
Spirit and the boldness to believe that Je-
sus can do more than we could ever ask
or think! Amen!

In Christ,

REVOLUTIONARY PRAYER
(Continued from page 2)

May 12, 2019
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MEN’S GROUP:
Wednesday, @6:00 AM at Maple
Street in Murray Hill The group is
reading “Pilgrim’s Progress” by
John Bunyan. The study is 20

weeks long. Contact Trip Stanly at
(904) 866-2118

or wastanly@hotmail.com for
more information.

WOMEN’S
BIBLE STUDY:

Monday, @10:00 AM in the Fel-
lowship Hall. They are studying

John Macarthur's “The Spread of
the Gospel” focusing on Acts.
Contact Diane McFadden at

904-384-0493 or
bmdm56@gmail.com for more in-

formation.

LUNCH BUNCH:
2nd Sunday of the month,

@11:30 AM at various locations.
Contact Katie Marple at 904-384-

1382 for more information.

MEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST:

Tuesday, @7:00 AM in the Fellow-
ship Hall. They meet every second

Tuesday of the month. Contact
John Otterson at

otterpjk@att.net for more
information.

SJPC MOMS’GROUP:
Thursday, @9-11:00 AM in the

Kirk House. The group will begin a
new book this summer. No prior
attendance is necessary. Contact

Pamela Smith at bar-
bregirl3@aol.com or Lauren

McLaughlin at
lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for

more information.
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Living Psalm 37
by Lisa Reinhard

I am definitely a psalms person.  For 

many years, they have brought me
comfort and strength to face what life
has thrown at me. Some people are
said to live “charmed lives.” I am not
one of those.  Ever since my first mar-
riage fell apart and I landed in the ashes
of what I once had, it seems I’ve had to
work incredibly hard to make a place
for my sons and me in a world where
material things are highly valued and
how much you make defines who you 
are. I am often confused when I see
people who disdain God, who ridicule
Jesus and slam Christians as weak hyp-
ocrites, have a much higher standard of
living than I do.  They can afford to buy 
things I never could, they travel widely
and experience many different things, 
they live high on the hog and seem to
always be having fun or going on some
adventure. I know one couple who
openly profess to be atheists and they
are continuously going on cruises. You
name it, they’ve been there. And you
can bet they’ll tell you about it too!

Maybe that’s why Psalm 37
speaks so strongly to me.  It starts off 
with these words: “Do not fret because
of evil men or be envious of those who
do wrong; for like the grass they will
soon wither, like green plants they will
soon die away.” I’m always amazed at
the speed at which beautiful flowers in 
an arrangement quickly turn brown and
die.  They don’t last like flowers planted 
in a garden because they are cut off 
from their source of nourishment. Peo-
ple who are cut off from the source of 
all life—those who don’t know God, Je-
sus, and the Holy Spirit—will eventually

begin to dry up, lose their fleeting hap-
piness, and will not be rewarded with
eternal life. I have to remind myself
that, as a Christian, I need to think in
terms of eternity. Our earthly life is but
a blink in time. Eternity is forever.
What I’m doing here on earth—being a
teacher—doesn’t have much material
reward, but instead carries with it the
richness of authentic relationships with
growing children and the ability to be
used by God to shine His love and hope
into their lives. I grow through the dai-
ly challenges I face and decisions I have
to make.

“Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pas-
ture.” The commentary in my Bible has
this to say about the question, “If we
trust in God, are we guaranteed safety?
The writer of this psalm had seen the
wicked thrive and the righteous suffer.  
But in spite of that, he still could speak
of safety for the righteous because he
chose to focus on God and his goodness.
Though the reasons behind life’s trage-
dies often remain a mystery, the psalm-
ist, by faith, could assert that God would
not abandon his people.” (page 1055,
The Quest Study Bible.)

“Delight yourself in the Lord and
He will give you the desires of your
heart.” Does this mean that God will
give us anything we desire? No, but I
think it means he will reveal (give) to us
our desires when we love Him above all
else, when we truly delight in Him. Our
desires will become aligned with what
He desires for us. The deeper we love
Him, the better we know Him, the
more time we spend with Him, then
our deepest longing will be to shape
our lives to match His will for us.

“Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him and he will do this: He will
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make your righteousness shine like the
dawn, the justice of your cause like the
noonday sun.” I am extremely humbled
when a student from my class at FSCJ
comes up to me and begins a sentence
with, “I know you’re a Christian…” I be-
lieve God makes me shine from within
because I am committed to Him and to
doing His work. That “righteousness”
becomes very evident to others, and it
is such a privilege to be His light to lead
others to Him. That is true wealth. The
only kind that really matters from an
eternity standpoint.

“Be still before the Lord and wait
patiently for him; do not fret when men
succeed in their ways, when they carry
out their wicked schemes.” I am learn-
ing more and more the older I get how
essential patience is to the Christian
life. We need to wait for God’s timing
on things. In other words, when we see
the “wicked” succeed, we realize that
theirs is a passing wealth. What I am
building every day of my life is for eter-
nity. I may not see monetary gains, but
I can be assured that God sees every-
thing I’m doing for and with people,
and He is taking note of it and smiling.
I want to please God above all else.

“Refrain from anger and turn from
wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For evil men will be cut off, but those 
who hope in the Lord will inherit the
land.” In many societies, owning land is
the ultimate, most reliable form of
wealth. Here, God is saying that those
of us who hope in Him will be rewarded
by receiving land to own as our inher-
itance. We aren’t being given a cheap
prize but instead the very best, most
valuable reward there is.

“A little while and the wicked will
be nor more; though you look for them,
they will not be found. But the meek will
inherit the land and enjoy great peace.”
Expensive cars rust, money can be lost
in the blink of an eye, but the kind of
wealth that God is building in you and
me is long-lasting. It does not matter
that I no longer belong to the country
clubs of my childhood. What matters
to God is that I have persevered
through really tough times, that I have
made it through trials and storms with
my sons and we have come out victori-
ous in the end, that we are stronger,
more flexible, more grounded, more 
appreciative than we were before, that
I have faced the ravages of cancer cul-
minating in the death of my husband,
but that I’ve allowed God to lead me
through the pain and am even stronger
still.

We’re here for such a short time.
That I have learned. What we do with
our time, what we give to others, what
we say to lift a heart, what we do to in-
still hope in a heart is what pleases God.
And that is all that really matters.
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Little Flock
Sunday School

L� � � � � � � : N� �  N� � � � � �
Pre-K through 1st and 2nd
through 5th Contact Mollie

Lackey
at mollie@sjpcjax.org for

more information.

Youth Sunday
School

L� � � � � � � : T� �  L� � �  
This group is for middle school

and high school students.
Contact Chris Kellam at

chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.

Kirk House Class
L� � � � � � � : K� � �  H� � � �  

They are studying Harmony of
the Gospels, a study of

Jesus’ life and teachings from
the book of Luke with added

context of Old Testament

prophecies and the traditions
and teachings of the day. Led

by Kevin & Wendi Hunger.
Contact Kevin at

kevinhunger@gmail.com or
Wendi at

wbirdh@comcast.net for
more information.

Nolan-Pajcic Class
L� � � � � � � : K� � � � � � � � � � �  

R� � �  22 This group is study-
ing 1 Peter Chapter 2. Contact

Jim Nolan at
james.nolan@gray-

robinson.com or Curry Pajcic
at curry@pajcic.com for more

information.

Men’s Class
L� � � � � � � : S� � � � � �  R� � �  

They are studying Max
Lucado’s Life Lessons from
Acts: Christ's Church in the
World. Contact Bill Mentz,

Pastor Jon, or John Otterson
at wmmentz@gmail.com,

School
ALL CLASSES ARE AT 10:00 AM



8

Polly Ann
Anderson

Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn

Wayne Hollaway
Mal May

Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker

Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass

Airen Walker
Virginia Staats

Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean
Mary Samford

Michael

jon@sjpcjax.org,
or john.otterson@iff.com for 

more information.

Friendship Bible
Fellowship Class

 L� � � � � � � : C� � � � �  A study of
Christian discipleship,

ministry, and understanding
God’s call to each of us. How
do we serve God’s people, as

recorded in the Gospels of
Mark and Luke? Want to learn
your place of service? Join us.
Contact Diane McFadden at

bmdm56@gmail.com for
more information.

Women’s Class
L� � � � � � � : “P� � � � �  D� � �  

R� � � ”/R� � �  23 
This summer, the group will be
studying The Shack by William

Young. Delve into "the
theology that frames the story

(PaulYoung, The Shack
Revisited)." Contact Heather

Griffin at 
mummaw1231@yahoo.com

for more information.

If you have a birthday or a

prayer request and you would

like it to be in the newsletter,

please email Brittany Harris at

sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the

office at (904)384-4501.

Prayer Requests
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WOMEN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Join the group this summer as they read The Shack by

WilliamYoung. Delve into "the theology that frames the
story,” (PaulYoung, The Shack Revisited).

Where :The “Purple Door Room”/Room 23

When: 10:00 AM

Contact Heather Griffin at  mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more information.

Lydia Burke May 2 Michael McFauls May 12

Abbey Crainshaw May 2 Julie Cofran May 14

Patricia Montgomery May 2 Alice Barrett May 15

Loretta Cunningham May 4 Amelia Wilcox May 15

James Brewer May 5 Pam Hyde May 20

Patrick George May 5 Travis Barrett May 21

George Currie May 7 Susan Davis May 23

Angela Wilcox May 7 Lisa Reinhard May 24

Brock Lackey May 8 Chip Travis May 24

Cody Cassidey May 9 Kathryn Cofran May 25

Mollie Lackey May 9 Mallon May May 26

Alice Molero May 10 Elizabeth McKean May 26
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Wednesday, @6:00 PM in the Kirk House. All middle and high school-
ers are welcome! Bring your favorite game, snack, and friend to the

Kirk House as we spend time together.

Wednesday, @6:00-8:00 PM in the Kirk House. D-Life is our film and 
theater ministry aimed at MS and HS youth, providing an opportunity
to participate in ministry and to build skills that are attractive and ben-

eficial in life. We produce short films, funny skits, and play exciting 
games.

Sunday, @5:00-7:00 PM in the Loft. The group is middle and high
school combined. Join as they play games, eat, and study the Bible.

Sunday, @10:00 AM in the Loft. The middle school and high school

groups are studying Jonah.

Contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.
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BOYS’ Night!

GIRLS’ Night!

BOYS’
Night!

GIRLS’ Night!

EASTER EGG HUNT!
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