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PRAYING FOR
SALVATION
BY REV. DR. JONATHAN
LOVELADY

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns to God, and the
other prisoners were listening to them. 26
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison
were shaken. At once all the prison doors
ﬂew open, and everyone's chains came
loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he
saw the prison doors open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, "Don't harm
yourself! We are all here!" 29 The jailer
called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then
brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" 31 They replied,
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved-- you and your household." (Acts
16:25-31 NIV)
In the surveys of our society, over
60 percent of America can be categorized
as unchurched. This segment of our population is growing. I am curtain it is fueled
by many diﬀerent factors. It is disconcerting as we begin to watch the division, anger, and hatred grow within our society.
It is obvious that our culture is spiritually,
morally, and emotionally bankrupt. There

are far more needs than there are resources to meet them. I sometimes wonder how the church will be able to address
the growing levels of loneliness, fear, and
violence that we confront on a daily basis.
I am tempted to be discouraged but then I
read the verses above and they remind
me that God’s power shines brightest at
the darkest moment, when all seems to
be lost.
This is a miraculous event on Paul’s
third missionary journey. Paul is no longer
traveling with Barnabas. Barnabas and
Paul had a disagreement over taking the
young man, John Mark, with them. They
agreed to disagree and Barnabas took
John Mark with him and Paul took Silas.
In the city of Philippi, Paul and Silas are
beaten and jailed. They were seized because they had healed a young slave girl
of a demonic spirit which could foretell
the future. The owners of the girl realized
that the restored slave girl would no longer be earning them money as a fortune
teller! They incited the crowd to beat Paul
and Silas and take them to the magistrates. It is midnight in this dungeon, and
the darkness is as thick as the stench of
the ﬁlth in the cells. Into this darkness
Paul and Silas begin to bring the light of
prayer and rejoicing. This had to be the
most unusual worship service that these
prisoners had ever seen. Rather than
cursing, Paul and Silas were caroling! Rather than seeking revenge, they were reveling in God’s goodness. The prisoners
were captivated by what they were hear-
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ing. No doubt, they had never experienced anything
like this.
This is not one miracle, it is a series of miracles that lead to one climactic event. Certainly, the
ﬁrst miracle is Paul and Silas’ response to the
abuse they had suﬀered! After being treated savagely for doing something that was noble and
good, it would be hard for anyone to respond with
prayer and rejoicing. Yet, there is a great lesson
here about the power of prayer and worship during the most diﬃcult moments of our lives. This
year, we are focusing on prayer because it brings
God’s power into our circumstances. Remember
this when things are very bleak. Take the extra
step to bask in the light of prayer and open your
heart to worship. This step cuts through the deep
despair with an undeniable hope!
The second miracle is the most obvious
one. There is an earthquake and all the doors of
the prison are opened. I am sure this was amazing
to see, but the third miracle is unbelievable: Not a
single prisoner leaves with the doors standing
wide open! I am sure that some were hardened
criminals, others were like Paul and Silas, falsely
accused and imprisoned, but not a single one
leaves with the doors standing open, and freedom
is only a few feet away.
The climax of this story is the salvation of the
Philippian jailer. He is awakened by the earthquake.
He sees the doors open and he fears that all is lost.
He is about to take his own life because the Romans
will kill him if he loses a single prisoner. Paul realizes
what is happening and he calls out, “Don’t harm
yourself! We are all here!” These simple words
saved the life of the jailer. All of these miracles lead
to the jailer asking, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?!” The jailer realized that something greater
was at work.
God is still at work today to bring people to
this realization, “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
and you will be saved!” This week, we begin Vacation Bible School. It is an opportunity to have an
impact upon more than 200 children each night. I
have known numerous people who have met Jesus
through VBS. Through this week of learning and
fun, we want everyone to realize that something
greater is at work. The love of God is real and it is
meant for us! Please pray for all the children and
families participating in VBS, but especially pray
for our volunteers, that they will be joyful witnesses to the love of Jesus Christ.

Even after VBS, pray for the ministry of St.
Johns, that we will continue to be a light of God’s
love and salvation. The opportunity is before us and
it seems overwhelming. As I read about the unnamed Philippian jailer, I am encouraged because I
realize that God’s power is available and willing to
help us. The darkness cannot overwhelm us when
we pray and praise our great Savior! Amen.
In Christ,

Let us pray for you!
In keeping with St. John’s focus on
prayer, we are adding a prayer team
for members and visitors after both
worship services. No matter what the
need, a prayer team member will compassionately and spiritually pray with
you. After each service, you will have
the opportunity to speak with a team
member who will be there to listen. St.
Johns understands and respects the
importance of conﬁdentiality and all
prayers (unless told otherwise) will be
kept private.
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Humility Before Honor
by Lisa Reinhard

Recently, I was given the opportunity to
participate in the graduation ceremony of the
high school that my elementary school feeds into. It was the ﬁrst year the high school has invited former teachers of their graduating seniors,
and I was thrilled to accept because the students
that I had for two years in junior high for gifted
language arts were graduating. Driving over in
the broiling heat and knowing it was an outdoor
ceremony in the stadium (and I would be wearing
a long black gown with a Master’s hood down the
back), I asked myself if it really mattered that I
was there. Would my former students even
know I had come to see them graduate? Tempted as I was to turn around and enjoy the comfort
of my air-conditioned home, I am a woman of my
word and I had said that I would be there, so I
went. Little did I know that the senior class
would enter into the cafeteria where we teachers
were waiting, and we would have over an hour to
talk with them after we surprised them. The expressions on their faces when they spotted their
former teachers was something I will never forget! I got more hugs that night than I’ve had in
many months put together. Many of my students hurried over to me with excitement and
showered me with compliments of how they
loved my class and how my classroom had been a
peaceful refuge for them--a sanctuary from the
noise and demands of junior high. We laughed
over memories and took lots of selﬁes. The surprise of the night came when the girl half of a set
of twins rushed over to tell me that her brother
was the valedictorian of the class. He was a brilliant young man in junior high, but very unassuming and humble. I thought of all the other
students who rocketed past him daily to grab the
limelight. Where were they now, I wondered.
Not at the #1 position in the class of 2019. That
place was taken by a rather quiet young man,
somewhat awkward, who consistently turned out
essays that absolutely sang with profound
thoughts and depth beyond his years.
It reminded me of a verse in Proverbs (15:33).
“The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor.” Starting oﬀ humble, this
young man had a great honor bestowed upon him

much later, after many years of steady work and
growth. The awkwardness had vanished, and in its
place stood shining conﬁdence—not arrogance!—but
a coming into his own, a being comfortable in his own
skin, a rich knowing of who he has become.
Proverbs also tells us, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” (16:18) Haven’t
we all known people who have soared too high too
early, thinking too highly of themselves, only to come
crashing down, losing it all? Jesus prizes humility. In
the gospel of Matthew, Jesus is asked by the disciples
who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. He motions forward a small child, and says, “I tell you the
truth, unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore,
whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 18:3-4) He continues
this thought in chapter 23, verses 11 and 12. “The
greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”
God speaks through Isaiah the prophet in
chapter 66, verse 2. “’Has not my hand made all these
things, and so they came into being?’ declares the Lord.
This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite
in spirit, and trembles at my word.” Paul echoes this in
Ephesians when he says, “As a prisoner for the Lord,
then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you
have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be
patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Eph. 4:1-2)
Throughout the Bible, it is always humility before honor. The greatest example of all was Jesus
himself, who humbled himself to die on a cross for our
sins. He was rewarded by the greatest honor of all
time: to sit at the right hand of God our Father. He
will be coming back to establish His kingdom here on
earth. Humility, then honor. It seems to work best
that way.
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Women's Sunday
School Class
LOCATION & TIME:

“PURPLE DOOR ROOM”/
ROOM 23
@ 10:00 AM

The Loop of Avondale fundraiser is back!
Every third Thursday of the month, 10% of
your lunch and/or dinner proceeds will
beneﬁt SJPC’s Living Waters For the World
mission trip. Make sure to get your receipt stamped by The Loop, then bring
your receipt to church the following Sunday and place it in the oﬀering plate.

Little Flock Sunday School

L
:N N
Pre-K through 1st and 2nd through 5th
Contact Mollie Lackey
at mollie@sjpcjax.org for more information.
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Youth Sunday School
L
:T L
This group is for middle
school and high school students.
Contact Chris Kellam at
chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.

Nolan-Pajcic Class

L
:K
R
22 This group is studying 1 Peter
Chapter 2. Contact Jim Nolan at
james.nolan@gray-robinson.com
or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more information.

Friendship Bible
Fellowship Class

L
:C
A study of Christian discipleship, ministry, and understanding God’s call to
each of us. How do we serve God’s people, as recorded in the Gospels of Mark and Luke? Want to
learn your place of service? Join us. Contact Diane
McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’ S PRAYER BREAKFAST:
Tuesday, @7:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. They
meet every second Tuesday of the month. Contact
John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

Women’s Class

L
: “P
D
R
”/R
23 This summer, the
group is studying The Shack by William Young. Delve into "the theology that frames the story (Paul
Young, The Shack Revisited)."
Contact Heather Griﬃn at
mummaw1231@yahoo.com for
more information.

Kirk House Class

L
:K
H
They are studying Harmony of the Gospels, a study of
Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of Luke with
added context of Old Testament prophecies and the
traditions and teachings of the day. Led by Kevin &
Wendi Hunger. Contact Kevin at
kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the month,
@11:30 AM at various locations. Contact Katie
Marple at 904-384-1382 for more information.
SJPC MOMS’ GROUP: Thursday,

@9-11:00 AM in the Kirk House. This summer, the
WOMEN’ S BIBLE STUDY:
group is reading Grit and Grace: Devotions for Warrior
Monday, @10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. They are Moms by Suzanne Hadley Gosselin. No prior attendstudying John Macarthur's The Spread of the Gospel
ance is necessary. Contact Pamela Smith at barfocusing on Acts. Contact Diane McFadden at 904bregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at
384-0493 or bmdm56@gmail.com for more infor5
mation.
lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more information.

SUMMER
June 16
HIGH SCHOOL
CAMP
July 8-13
MIDDLE SCHOOL
CAMP
July 26-30
FLAMINGO LAKE
August 7

June 2-6

FOOD SERVICE
AT CLARA WHITE
MISSION
TBA

CHURCH
WORKDAY
TBA
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June 19
July 3
July 31

Sundays @ 5:00-7:00 PM in the Loft. The group
is middle and high school combined. Join as they
play games, eat, and study the Bible.

Sundays @10:00 AM in the Loft. The middle
school and high school groups are studying
Joshua.

Contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org or
(303)775-1788 for further information.
Follow our Instagram @stjohns_jax_youth to
stay updated on other events and activities!
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Lesley Danson

June 3

Darby Barrett

June 15

Emmi Kirwin

June 4

Sawyer Garland

June 15

Claire Flores

June 4

John Pajcic

June 15

Jamie Russell

June 4

Kirra Mosher

June 18

Phaedra Avret

June 6

Jonathan Nasrallah

June 18

David Vanderhoﬀ

June 6

Ella Kirwin

June 20

Siddalee Kornutik

June 7

Eric Peck

June 20

Kutler Kornutik

June 7

Curry Pajcic

June 20

Bob Easley

June 7

Elizabeth McKean

June 21

Jim Ross

June 8

Kevin Johnson

June 21

Zac Brown

June 9

Brian Jackson

June 22

Sharon Tanner

June 11

Alexa Price

June 26

Luke Lovelady

June 12

Scotie Philips

June 28

Megan Wickenden

June 12

Denise Warner

June 28

Lilly Hubbard

June 12

Dawn Lackey

June 29

Daley Pajcic

June 14

Nancy Leach

June 29

Reed Lackey

June 30

If you have a birthday or a prayer request and you would like it to be in
the newsletter, please email Brittany Harris at sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call
the oﬃce at (904)384-4501.

Polly Ann
Anderson
Judy Dailey
Bill Dunn
Wayne Hollaway
Mal May
Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker
Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass
Airen Walker
Virginia Staats
Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love
Liz McKean
Mary Samford
Michael
Yarbrough
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