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Connect with Christ, Church and Community!

If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their
land. (2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV)

In our year of prayer, it is important to
remember to pray for our nation. The scripture
above is from the dedication of the first temple
during the reign of Solomon. It speaks not only to
Israel, but also to all of us as we seek to be faithful.
Any and every nation is in need of God’s help, but
America began with the spiritual foundation that
God had a purpose for our formation. It was not
simply a random series of events that brought us
together, but it was by God’s providence that we
were formed. Many of our founders believed in
God’s providence and in the power of prayer. At
Mt. Vernon, the home of our first President, this
prayer written by George Washington is said every
morning as the wreath of Mt. Vernon is put into
place: I now make it my earnest prayer, that God

would have the United States in his holy protection,
that he would incline the hearts of the Citizens to
cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to
Government, to entertain a brotherly affection and
love for one another, for their fellow citizens of the
United States at large, and particularly for their
brethren who have served in the Field, and finally,
that he would most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all, to do Justice, to love mercy, and to
demean ourselves with that Charity, humility and
pacific temper of mind, which were the
Characteristics of the Devine Author of our blessed
Religion, and without an humble imitation of whose
example in these things, we can never hope to be a
happy Nation. Amen. (The words have been
retained, even the spellings, except “United States”
has been substituted for “states.”)

It is easy for us to keep these words from
Chronicles on the surface and not really allow their
impact to flow through our lives. Prayer is only the
beginning of the process; we are also called to
“seek God’s face.” This is an important phrase
because it encourages us to move beyond a simple
prayer and into a more extended process of
seeking the Lord’s will for our nation and for our
lives. Humbling ourselves and praying may be one
moment in time, but seeking God’s face is an
ongoing process to know the mind of Lord.

As we seek God’s face, we are able to carry
out the third part of the scripture in Chronicles. As
we understand God’s mind through seeking the
Lord’s face, we begin to grasp God’s will and to
align ourselves with that will. “Turn from their evil
ways” seems like such a simple phrase, yet it is a
necessity if we desire to find the true power of
praying for ourselves and for our nation. Without
this turning to God, we do not align ourselves with
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the mind and heart of God. I realize as we hear
such things as “evil ways,” we are a little put off
because we do not see our ways as evil; most of us
try to be pretty good, not evil! However, God is
absolutely holy. We do not understand this because
we have never experienced it. When Isaiah saw a
vision of God’s holiness, it was like being “stabbed in
the heart!” (Isaiah 6:5) When we seek God’s face,
we cannot help but see our wretched condition
compared to God’s holiness. Then we must decide if
we will turn from our ways to God’s ways. George
Washington’s prayer above contains this turning: “to
entertain a brotherly affection and love for one
another, for their fellow citizens of the United States
at large…that he would most graciously be pleased
to dispose us all, to do Justice, to love mercy….”

Archbishop Fulton Sheen, the great Roman
Catholic preacher of the Twentieth Century, was
asked to describe one of his most inspirational
moments. It was a turning point in his life and
relationship with God. He writes: A few years ago I
visited a leper colony in Africa. I brought with me 500
small silver crucifixes to give to each victim of the
dread disease. The first leper who came up to me
had only a stump of his left arm. The right arm and
hand were full of those telltale white open sores of
leprosy. I held the crucifix a few inches above that
hand and let it drop into the palm. At that moment
there were 501 lepers in the camp, and the most
leprous of them all was myself. I had taken the
symbol of Redemption, of Divine Love for man, of the
humiliation of Divinity into our poor, fallen human
nature, and had refused to identify myself with all that
that symbol implied. It is so easy to love humanity in
general but so difficult sometimes to love a particular
man. It is easy to help the lepers, but when one
meets a particular leper, then a special effort is
required. Seeing myself in the full shame of refusing
to identify myself with this victim, I looked at the
crucifix in the putrid mass of his hand and realized
that I, too, must become one with suffering humanity.
Then I pressed my hand to his hand with the symbol
of love between us and continued to do it for the
other 499 lepers.

Why bother to align ourselves? It requires
energy and effort. We are unsure, especially if we
pray for our nation, if it accomplishes anything. We
are driven by results, and praying for a nation may
not bear immediate results. God wants us to be
driven by faithfulness, not simply immediate results.
Faithfulness will eventually bear results; we see it
every day through God answering our prayers. The
motivation to be faithful in prayer is found in the last
part of these words from Chronicles: God will hear
us, forgive us, heal our land, our homes, and our
lives! This is God’s response to our faithfulness. We
will find the help and strength that we need, at the
moment we need it! When we are faithful to aligning
ourselves with God’s heart and mind, God can do
amazing things in us and through us.

I want to encourage you to pray for our nation
on Thursday, July 4, 2019, specifically at 9:00 am.
Let this be the beginning of praying routinely for our
nation. You can use President George Washington’s
prayer, or use the one below from the Book of
Common Worship (1946).

Lord God of our fathers, who hast granted
unto our country freedom, and established
sovereignty by the people’s will: We thank Thee for
those whom Thou hast raised up for our nation, to
defend our liberty, preserve our union, and maintain
law and order within our borders. Ever give unto the
republic wise and fearless leaders and commanders
in every time of need. Enlighten and direct the
multitudes whom Thou hast ordained in power, that
their counsels may be filled with knowledge and
equity, and the whole commonwealth be preserved in
peace, unity, strength, and honor. Take under Thy
governance and protection Thy servants, the
President, the governors of the states, the lawgivers,
the judges, and all who are entrusted with authority;
so defending them from all evil and enriching them
with all good that the people may prosper in freedom
beneath an equal law, and our nation may magnify
They name in all the earth; through Jesus Chris our
Lord. Amen.

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lovelady
Senior Pastor
St. Johns Presbyterian

1st President of the United States,
George Washington
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Freedom
by Lisa Reinhard

In July, we hear a lot about freedom. As we cel-
ebrate our nation’s birthday on July 4th, we are re-
minded that we Americans enjoy an enormous
amount of freedom. We are also told on Veteran’s
Day and Memorial Day that freedom isn’t free.
Many have paid the ultimate price to ensure that our
freedom continues in America. We also hear about
freedom in the New Testament. We are told in John
8:36, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.” What are we free to do exactly? Anything
we want? The famous poet Alfred George Gardiner
said in his work “Pebbles on the Seashore” that a
person’s freedom ends where another person’s free-
dom begins. Put another way, “My liberty ends
where your nose begins.” Although this statement
has been attributed to many different individuals in-
cluding Abraham Lincoln, no one really knows
where it came from. Its meaning is clearer than its
origin: I can only swing my fist as far as right before
your nose. I don’t have the right to punch you just
because I feel like it. So, with freedom comes re-
sponsibility. And respecting others’ boundaries.
Said in a different way still is that you have the free-
dom to live your life as you choose as long as it
does not impact anyone else’s freedom to live the
way they choose.

Where does God fit into all of this? How about
Jesus? “To the Jews who had believed in Him, Je-
sus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.’” (John 8:31-32) So, in order
to know the truth that brings freedom with it, you
must hear, know, and follow the teachings of Jesus.
That places limitations on what we are in fact “free”
to do. We’re not free to murder someone, for in-
stance. We are not free to commit adultery, or
steal, or bear false witness about someone else.
But we are free from sin and condemnation. In
Revelation, Jesus is described as “him who loves
us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood.” (Rev. 1:5) Romans 6:17-18 says “But
thanks be to God that, though you used to be
slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form
of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have
been set free from sin and have become slaves to
righteousness.” The side note that goes along with
this verse in my Bible says this: “Slavery does not
have to be a negative image. A kite is free to fly on-
ly when ‘a slave’ to the string. Cut the string and the
kite’s freedom to fly is severed as well. Slavery to
God frees us to fully be what we were created to
be!”

As followers of Christ, we are free from worry.
Or we can be. Matthew 6: 25-27 says, “Therefore I
tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.
Is not life more important than food, and the body
more important than clothes? Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of

you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”
We are also told not to worry about what we will
say: “Do not worry about what to say or how to say
it. At that time, you will be given what to say. For it
will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Fa-
ther speaking through you.” (Matt. 10: 19-20)
We are free from fear as well. The Psalms tell us
over and over not to fear. Some great examples are
found in Psalms 23,27, and 91. “Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
now evil, for you are with me; your rod and your
staff they comfort me.” (23:4) “The Lord is my light
and salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be
afraid?” (27:1) “I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my ref-
uge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.’ Sure-
ly, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from
the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his
feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You
will not fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that
flies by day.” (91:2-5)

We are free to live life abundantly. Jesus said,
“A thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I have
come that they night have life and have it abundant-
ly.” (John 10:10) What does this abundant life look
like? Does it mean blessed with financial prosperi-
ty? Ed Stetzer says in an article in his newsletter
The Exchange, “ The key is to understand that we
will not automatically receive material blessings and
to acknowledge that we can be remarkably blessed,
and live an abundant life, in the midst of difficult cir-
cumstances… Abundant life is not about what we
have. It’s not about what we get. It’s not about what
we claim. Ultimately, abundant life is about what we
receive as a gift from the Lord and to live knowing
we are stewards of the blessings of God….At the
end of the day, perhaps that is how we know we
have an abundant life—when we have shared our
life with others.”

In researching freedom online, I came across
this quote from American moral philosopher Susan
Wolf, “Freedom is the ability to act in accordance
with the True and the Good.” It is pointed out that
there is a marked difference between freedom and
license. “Freedom is always constrained by laws or
rules that apply equally to all members of a society.
In contrast license is associated with power and the
idea that a person can do anything without censure.
In the modern world many people mistake license
for freedom and become angry when they are cen-
sured for being selfish, rude, irresponsible, and im-
moral.”

When we are told that by being “set free by the
Son, we are free indeed,” we must realize that this
freedom too comes with a price. There are natural
consequences to every action, every decision we
make. When we choose to follow Christ, we are
free from sin, worry, and fear. We are also free to
live life abundantly, sharing our lives with others and
shining His love. Let us claim and embrace our
freedom while we follow His teachings and guide-
lines. Only then can we be free indeed!
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Danielle Walker July 2 Joyce Waddle July 14

Chip Wickenden July 5 Audrey Nolan July 21

Ashley Crainshaw July 6 Sara Patterson July 22

Mary Samford July 7 Graham Worley July 23

Claire Kibler July 8 Thad Danson Jr. July 24

John Otterson July 8 Kay Hazlehurst July 24

Tim Volpe July 8 Martha Schmidt July 26

Kaye Henderson July 10 Mary Bland Gobelman July 27

Patty Otterson July 11 Brittany Harris July 29

Betsy Gaines July 12

The Loop of Avondale
fundraiser is back!

Every third Thursday of the month,
10% of your lunch and/or dinner

proceeds will benefit SJPC’s Living
Waters For the World mission trip.

Make sure to get your receipt
stamped by The Loop, then bring

your receipt to church the following
Sunday and place it in the offering

plate.

Polly Ann Anderson
Judy Dailey

Bill Dunn
Wayne Hollaway

Mal May
Lisa Reinhard
Gayle Tolbert
Polly Walker

Ginny Whitner
Doris Cass

Airen Walker
Virginia Staats

Marylea Russell
Mary Pharr Love

Liz McKean
Mary Samford

Michael YarbroughIf you have a birthday or a prayer request and you would like it to be in

the newsletter, please email Brittany Harris at sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call

the office at (904)384-4501.
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Youth Sunday School
Location: The Loft This group is for middle school
and high school students. Contact Chris Kellam at

chris@sjpcjax.org for more information.

Little Flock Sunday School
Location: New Nursery Pre-K through 1st and

2nd through 5th Contact Mollie Lackey
at mollie@sjpcjax.org for more

information.

Nolan-Pajcic Class Location: Kinder-
garten Room 22 This group is studying 1 Peter

Chapter 2. Contact Jim Nolan at
james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or

Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more
information.

Kirk House Class Location: Kirk
House This group is studying Harmony of the
Gospels, a study of Jesus’ life and teachings
from the book of Luke with added context of
Old Testament prophecies and the traditions

and teachings of the day. Led by Kevin &
Wendi Hunger. Contact Kevin at

kevinhunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

Women’s Class Location: “Purple Door
Room”/Room 23 This summer, the group is

studying The Shack by William Young. Delve into
"the theology that frames the story (Paul Young,

The Shack Revisited)." Contact Heather
Griffin at mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more

information.

Friendship Bible Fellowship Class
Location: Chapel A study of Christian

discipleship, ministry, and understanding God’s
call to each of us. How do we serve God’s

people, as recorded in the Gospels of Mark and
Luke? Want to learn your place of service? Join

us. Contact Diane McFadden at
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

On August 25th,
St. Johns will begin
its second week this
year, hosting fami-
lies from the Family
Promise Program.
The participating families
will stay in the Loft and
Kirk House and will be

provided meals that our volunteers have made!
During the day, the families will be at the Family
Promise location off site or at their job. They will
come back to St. Johns for their dinner, showers,
and to sleep. We are so happy to help these
people who are working to better their lives.
Please welcome them with open arms and keep
them and our volunteers in your prayers. Thank
you!

LUNCH BUNCH: 2nd Sunday of the
month, @11:30 AM at various locations.

Contact Katie Marple at 904-384-1382 for
more information.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP: Thursday,
@9-11:00 AM in the Kirk House. This
summer, the group is reading Grit and
Grace: Devotions for Warrior Moms by

Suzanne Hadley Gosselin. No prior
attendance is necessary. Contact Pamela
Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren

McLaughlin at lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for
more information.
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Sundays @ 5:00-7:00 PM in the Loft. The
group is middle and high school

combined. Join as they play games, eat,
and study the Bible.

Sundays @10:00 AM in the Loft. The
middle school and high school groups

are studying Joshua.

Slip and slide

kickball



7

SHAVING

CREAM!!
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