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FA M ILYFOCUS

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and ly-
ing in a manger.’” (Luke 2:10-12 NIV)

I hope you are having a great start to your Christmas sea-
son and I hope you are finding time to listen to God’s Word
and Holy Spirit in your life. During this season, especially
during our year of prayer, set aside time each day to read
scripture and to pray. This will make Christmas far merrier
than it would be otherwise! Prayer can come in a variety of
forms and sources. Prayer can be a traditional one such as
the Lord’s Prayer:
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”
Another example is the following prayer that I adapted from
the St. Augustine's Prayer Book for my own devotion during
Christmas:
“O God, you are my God, who have made me for yourself.
I devote my heart and entire life to you. Grant me grace,

that this day I may live in your presence and walk the paths
of your word, following the example of my Savior and being
made more like him. Give to me the Holy Spirit so that
through trusting in you I may overcome those sins which
beset me and grow in the gifts of faith, hope, joy and love.
Amen!”
Some of the best prayers are spontaneous; asking God for
guidance, comfort, or thanking Him for His blessings and
grace. The main focus is to remember to pray and let the
words flow from your heart regardless of where it originated
or who wrote it!
The above scripture is one which most everyone has heard
or read. In fact, we have heard it so many times we are in
danger of forgetting its great implications for our lives. God
has been preparing for the moment in Bethlehem for thou-
sands of years. These words to the shepherds watching
their flocks are the source of the “merry” in Merry Christ-
mas. God’s preparation to overcome the hopelessness
and despair of humanity begins in the book of Genesis at
the very beginning of the Bible. We hear God’s words to
the serpent in Genesis 3:15: “And I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his
heel." (NIV) The Christ
child born in Bethlehem is
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the offspring that will crush the head of the serpent once
and for all. We sing about this every year: “No more let
sin and sorrow grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; He’ll
come and make the blessings flow Far as the curse was
found, Far as the curse was found, Far as, far as the
curse was found, Joy to the World… ” The curse that was
created by human sin now finds a remedy through God’s
plan to love each of us.
God’s plan is not the only thing that makes Christmas
merry and miraculous. As the events unfold, we discover
that this Savior is for each of us. The baby born in the
city of David is a Savior for the world and for you and
me! Jesus is Emmanuel, “God with us.” There is not
another event that compares to this moment in any other
faith. God takes the form of human flesh in order to be
with the creation that He loves so very much, and in par-
ticular, the people in need of healing from the curse.
This is the beginning of the final solution to the curse. In
order to make “his blessing flow as far as the curse is
found” Jesus would bear the full weight of being cursed
for our sins. By bearing the weight of the curse, the
healing of the relationship between ourselves and God is
accomplished! No longer are we slaves to fear, despair,
and hopelessness! We are adopted as God’s own child
because of our brother Jesus! Since we are adopted as
God’s own child through Jesus, we find our lives being
infused with love, joy, and peace.
One of the great miracles of Christmas is God continuing
to confirm that we are His children. He is aware of all
our problems, burdens, and anxieties. God intervenes
into this world that still travails under the curse of sin, to
renew our hope in the promise of salvation. Joy to the
World reminds us of the spectacular hope of God’s ongo-
ing intervention: “no more let sins and sorrows, grow, nor
thorns infest the ground” because our Savior is now with
us and will confirm this promise to us.
In my first call in Pine Hall, North Carolina the pastor of
the local Baptist church was Calvin Freedman. As a
young pastor, I could not have asked for a better friend
or mentor than Calvin. He served in that community for
over 25 years. Prior to coming to Pine Hall, Calvin
served a small church in the mountains of North Caroli-
na. He had 3 young children and the pay was meager.
His family was just barely getting by. As he came to
Christmas Eve, Calvin realized there would be very little
money for gifts. All he could afford was some fruit and
candy for his children. He knew that Christmas was not

about material things, but he wished he could afford to
offer his family a better celebration than just a few pieces
of fruit and candy. In this small town there was only one
store run by a frugal storekeeper who the North Carolina
people said, “he was so tight that he would make a pen-
ny squeal!” On Christmas Eve, with only a few pennies to
spend, Calvin took his 6-year old son to the store. The
shop was busy with people getting last minute items.
Calvin spoke to the shopkeeper, used every last penny
to buy the few items he could afford, and started for
home. Just as Calvin approached the parsonage of the
church, all the lights went out. His wife told him that a
fuse had blown and they did not have another one. He
realized he had no money to buy a box of fuses. He de-
cided he would return to the store and ask the storekeep-
er if he could have enough credit to buy the fuses. Being
a new pastor in a new place, Calvin was not sure how
the storekeeper would respond, but it was his only
choice. He entered the store and the storekeeper was
very excited and motioned for Calvin to step into the
back. Once in the back, the storekeeper handed Calvin a
20-dollar bill! A huge sum of money for Calvin and for
the frugal storekeeper! The man said to Calvin: “When
you were in here before, the Lord told me to give you this
money but I resisted. After you left, I felt so bad that I
told the Lord if He would let you come back, I would give
you this!”
Calvin cherished this story because it was a confirmation
of God’s promise that came in Bethlehem long ago! The
Word that was “God with us” became the Word that was
with him and this storekeeper in that small town in North
Carolina. It reassured him that God deeply cared for him
and his family.
I hope you have Merry Christmas that is filled with the
miraculous realization that God is with you and you are
his child. Amen!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lovelady
Senior Pastor
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Men ’s Class
Location: Session Room
The group is studying Joshua and Glory Days, by
Max Lucado. Contact Bill Mentz at
wmmentz@gmail.com for more information.

Friendship Bible
Fellowship Class

Location: Chapel
A study of the Old and New Testament
on how God’s grace affects the lives of
all believers and how we respond to
God’s gift of grace. Contact Diane
McFadden at bdm56@gmail.com for
more information.

Youth Class
Location: The Loft
This group is for middle school and
high school students. Contact Chris
Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for more
information.

Women ’s Class
Location: Purple Door Room�/Room 23 
The group is studying The Armor of God, by Priscil-
la Shirer This group is open to all women and
books are provided. Contact Heather Griffin at
mummaw1231@yahoo.com for more information.

Nolan/Pajcic Class
Location: Kindergarten Room 22
The group is studying 2 Peter Chapter 1. Contact
Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or
Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more infor-
mation.

Kirk House Class
Location: Kirk House
The group is studying Harmony of the Gospels, a
study of Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of
Luke with added context of the Old Testament
prophecies and the traditions and teachings of
the day. Contact Kevin at kevin-
hunger@gmail.com or Wendi at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

Lit tle Flock Class
Location: New Nursery
Pre-K through 1st and 2nd through 5th
in the �Rainy Day Playroom� Contact 
Mollie Lackey at mollie@sjpcjax.org for
more information.

SCH OOL
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YOU TH G R OU P
SUNDAYS @5:00-7:00 PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. THE GROUP IS MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL COMBINED.

YOU TH SU N D A Y SC H OOL
SUNDAYS @10:00 AM IN THE LOFT THE CLASS IS MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL COMBINED.

D -L IFE
WEDNESDAYS @6:00 PM IN THE KIRK HOUSE A FILM AND THEATER MINISTRY AIMED AT MS AND HS YOUTH, PROVIDING

AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN MINISTRY AND TO BUILD SKILLS THAT ARE BENEFICIAL IN LIFE.

W ED N ESD A YYOU TH H A N G OU TS
WEDNESDAYS @6:00 PM ALL MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS ARE WELCOME! BRING YOUR FAVORITE GAME, SNACK,

AND FRIEND, TO THE KIRK HOUSE AS WE SPEND TIME TOGETHER.

U PCOM IN G D A TES:
12/20 CHRISTMAS LOCK-IN

C ON TA C T C H R IS K EL L A M @ C H R IS@ SJPC JA X. OR G FOR M OR E IN FOR M A TION

Mondays, @10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. The
group is reading A Woman God's Spirit Can
Guide: New Testament Women Help You Make
Today's Choices, by Alice Mathews. The study
discusses stories that remind us doors open in
surprising places for women willing to say yes
to God's leading. Contact Diane McFadden at
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

Their next study will be “The Minor Prophets; Who
Were Those 12 Guys?”. They will be meeting eve-
ry Wednesday morning from 6:00-7:15 AM at Maple
Street in Murray Hill from 1/8/20 thru 5/20/20. You
are invited to join their fellowship. Contact Trip Stan-
ly at 904-866-2118 or wastanly@hotmail.com for more
information.

Sundays, @11:30 AM This group meets on the 2nd
Sunday of the month at various locations. Contact
Katie Marple at 904-384-1382 for more information.

Thursdays, @9:00-11:00 AM in the Kirk House They
are reading Grit and Grace: Devotions for Warrior
Moms by Suzanne Hadley Gosselin. No prior attend-
ance is necessary. Contact Pamela Smith at
barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at
lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more information.

This group meets multiple times per year. Their meet-
ings usually include lunch and feature a speaker,
game, or holiday. Contact Shirley Douglas at 904-771-
0810 for more information.

YOUTH

SMALL GROUPS

M IN ISTR IES
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Recently, I used an article in my FSCJ reading

class about the importance of putting down your cell

phone and thinking. Really thinking. In the article, there

was the story of a very large company hiring an efficien-

cy expert to show them where they could cut costs and

increase production. The efficiency expert wandered

around the corporate office for several days. He then

contacted the president of the company to say that he

was ready to present his findings. The expert told the

president numerous small changes that he could make

which would save him money; he reported ways that he

could increase profits. When he had the president’s

rapt attention, he finished by saying that he had ob-

served a man in an office. Every time he walked by, this

man had his feet up on his desk and seemed to be star-

ing at nothing. He told the president that this man had

to go. He was a waste of a good salary and accom-

plished nothing that the expert could see. The presi-

dent answered him, “I’ll have you know that that man

has come up with more ideas that have saved our com-

pany and ways to thrust it forward to accomplish more,

than everyone else in the company combined! He has

thought up plans that have doubled our profits and cut

our losses. I consider him to be the most valuable em-

ployee I have.”

The point that the story was making was the im-

portance of taking time to sit quietly and reflect; to take the

time out of the busy-ness and noise and technology of each

day to come up with our own ideas, to let our thoughts me-

ander and go where they will, to embrace alone-time, and to

reflect.

As we approach the hustle-bustle and frantic pace

of the Christmas season, it seems an apt time to put this

notion into practice. We can reflect on what God has been

showing us, what He’s trying to teach us by allowing certain

things to happen to us. We can carve out cubby-holes of

time, in which to rest and deeply reflect. What does Christ-

mas truly mean to each of us as Christians? We could look

at it through the eyes of Mary, or Joseph. We could think

about being the innkeeper and coming up with a last-minute

alternative for a place for the road-weary couple to stay. We

could put ourselves in the shepherds’sandals and wonder

what it was like to witness a heavenly host. We could reflect

on our best Christmases, on the love and togetherness we

felt -- the wonder, and the joy.

Are we so busy checking our various forms of tech-

nology that we have forgotten what this holiday is really all

about? My favorite part of the “Charlie Brown Christmas” is

when Linus, in his amazingly unique voice, answers Charlie

Brown’s question by saying, “I can tell you what Christmas is

all about, Charlie Brown. Lights please.” Then his voice

wraps itself around the Christmas story as written in Luke

chapter 4, verses 1 through 20. It’s a glorious moment in

the script--it shines the message of Jesus and of Christmas

in a way that reached literally millions of people (50% of the

country when it debuted in 1965). When told that reading

TA K E TIM E TOREFLECT
BY LISA REINHARD
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The Christmas Story from Luke “wasn’t done in cartoons,”

Schulz reportedly answered, “If we don’t, who will?” It was

a moment of reflection in the middle of a busy cartoon, and

it brought home the true meaning of Christmas.

Proverbs 14:15 says : A simple man believes any-

thing, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps.” It

seems to me that if we don’t periodically take inventory of

what are our most dearly held beliefs, we could just fall for

anything. We need to re-visit our basic Christian beliefs

and values so that they stay fresh on our hearts and

minds. Then, when they are tested or threatened, we will

stand ready to defend them. Psalm 111 says: “Great are

the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight

in them.” And Psalm 91 says, “He who dwells in the shelter

of the Most High will rest in the shadows of the Almighty.

Resting and pondering are the ingredients of deep reflec-

tion. With reflection comes insights, discoveries, answers.

Jesus is our role model and he took time to get

away and reflect. After feeding the five thousand, Jesus

made the disciples get into a boat and go ahead of him to

the other side. Mathew 14:23 says, “After he had dismissed

them, he went up on the mountainside by himself to

pray. When evening came, he was there alone.” I’m think-

ing Jesus got his energy refilled by being alone, by praying

and reflecting and being quiet before God. We can all learn

from his example and build quiet reflection time into our

weekly schedules. We may just be surprised at what

comes from it.

So, this Christmas season, resist the urge to go, go, go non

-stop. Slow down and sit alone to think over what you val-

ue, what you treasure above all else, what makes you you.

Let your mind float free and see what happens. “In quiet-

ness and confidence shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30:15 It

sounds like just what we need, especially at Christmas.
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PRA YER REQU ESTS

-POLLYW A LK ER
-POLLYA N N
A N DERSON

-FRA N M ILES
-JU DYDA ILEY
-BILL DU N N
-W A YN E H OLLA W A Y
-M A L M A Y
-GA YLE TOLBERT
-GIN N YW H ITN ER

-SU E CU LPEPPER
-DORISCA SS
-A IREN W A LK ER
-VIRGIN IA STA A TS
-M A RYLEA RU SSELL
-RU TH LA VEN DER
-LIZ M CK EA N
-M A RYSA M FORD
-M ICH A EL
YA RBROU GH

Carol Abraham December 01 Lauren Fant December 17

Tiffany Wintz December 01 Susie Collier December 18

Louis Samford December 02 Timothy Kerr December 19

Leighton Aus� n December 04 Gai Gai Quarterman December 20

Ca� e Collier December 07 Miriam O'Hagan December 21

Agnes Hughes December 08 Tom Gunn December 22

Lilith Rose December 08 Jeff Burke December 25

Sarah Duggan December 10 Maxine Kelley December 26

Stephanie Taylor December 10 Ruth Lavender December 27

Marc Brannon December 13 Timothy Wintz December 28

Travis Taylor December 14 Charlo� e Smith December 29

Summer Brunelle December 15 Roslyn Volpe December 29

Ashton Hanigan December 15 John Alexander December 31

Kate Stanly December 15

If you have a birthday
or a prayer request

and you would like it
to be in the newslet-

ter, please email
Brittany Harris at

sjpc@sjpcjax.org or
call the office at
(904)384-4501.

D ECEM BER
BIR TH D A YS
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