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“And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are
idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak,
be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back
wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each
other and for everyone else. Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:14-18

Currently, we are in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. It
is having an impact upon millions of lives and the estimated number
of deaths is heart wrenching. The physical toll of this pandemic is
only one part of the picture. It is also taking an emotional toll in the
form of fear, uncertainty, despair, and depression. The number of
people who are out of work or have suffered a dramatic loss of in-
come is staggering. The stimulus package that the President and
Congress have passed will be helpful, but some businesses may not
be able to reopen after this is over, despite the government’s help.
For believers, the timing of this could not be worse, with it coming at
Easter. One of the greatest times of renewal and hope, now has the
dark pall of this virus cast upon it. Lately, there seems to only be
bad news, so what are we to do?

I looked at the Scripture above because of one phrase:
“Pray continually.” As I looked beyond this singular phrase, I real-
ized that this holds a lot of strength and meaning as we are going
through this difficult season. We have to remember that the New
Testament was forged during adversity, uncertainty, fear, and con-
flict. It does not speak from the ease of good times, but it is a light
for those enduring tribulation. Just from these four verses of Scrip-
ture you can find a strategy for thriving in difficult times.

Be encouraging: 1 Thessalonians 5:14 could be translat-
ed: “We encourage you brothers and sisters to teach the undisci-
plined, console the faint of heart, and be patient with all.” (JOT) We
have this grand task to encourage one another and to be outwardly
focused rather than just focusing on our own needs. This does not
mean we ignore what we need, but we seek to trust God’s care for
us. When we try to encourage others and help others, we too are
encouraged. “Survival” is generally a self-focused word. Faith in
God compels us to look beyond ourselves! Paul follows this by say-
ing: “See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do
good to each other and to all people.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NLT)

Celebrate what you have: This is not just the mental trick
of “fake it till you make it.” This is not ignoring reality, difficulty, or
hardship, but it means acknowledging God’s gifts in the present mo-
ment. Fear forces us to focus on uncertainty, what is lacking, and
the worst possibilities for the future. Yet, in this present moment
there are still things to be celebrated. A cup of coffee, our daily
bread, the beauty of a single day, friends, family, hope, and love are
still there, and just as powerful as ever, but fear blinds us with the
darkness of despair. Start celebrating the goodness of every mo-
ment! Always rejoice over what you have, and you will find the light
of God’s goodness in each day!

Pray and do not give in or give up: “Pray continually” is a
short phrase, but carries a deeper meaning: “Pray without giving up
hope or giving into the worst of ourselves.” The word “continually”

is a compound word, which communicates the consistency of action
and thought. Spend more time in prayer and this will help to calm
your mind and ease your anxiety.

Be thankful: This is a companion to celebrating and pray-
ing. It reinforces both of these disciplines in our hearts. Read it
carefully, because it is encouraging and difficult all at the same time:
“Continually be thankful in everything because is it God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.” This is both a commitment and a challenge. When
we commit ourselves to offering thanks in everything, then the chal-
lenge is God’s will for us. Paul is not unaware. He has seen difficul-
ty, violence, and random mishaps, but he has also seen God’s plan
at work. A couple of people have sent me a version of the following
quote, and it is being falsely attributed to C. S. Lewis.

Satan: “I will cause anxiety, fear, and panic. I will cause the
churches to lock their doors. I will cause Christians not to worship
together on Sunday. I will cause the sacraments not to be given or
received. I will cause fights to break out at the grocery stores and on
social media and inside the home. I will cause greater animosity
between nations. I will cause turmoil inside and out.”

Jesus: “I will restore the family. I will bring husbands and
wives, mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sis-
ters closer together. I will greatly strengthen the communal life of
religious brothers and sisters. I will greatly strengthen the spiritual
lives of my priests. I will bring dinner back to the kitchen table and to
the refectory. I will help my children slow down their lives and appre-
ciate what really matters. I will teach my children to rely on me and
not on what is of this world. I will deepen my children's faith in me. I
will renew their prayer life. I will deepen their love for me and for one
another.”

I don’t know why someone would attribute this to C. S. Lew-
is, when it was actually written recently by Father Jerome Zeiler.
Maybe it was because it sounded like Lewis’s book, The Screwtape
Letters, or just an effort to make the quote seem more legitimate by
attributing it to Lewis. Unfortunately, when we find that it is not a
“genuine” Lewis quote, it changes our view. However, it does not
change the truth of what Father Zeiler has written. Giving thanks is
always a matter of perspective. God has a plan and we are part of
it. C. S. Lewis does write in The Screwtape Letters: “Do not be de-
ceived, Wormwood. Our cause (deceiving a human soul) is never
more in danger than when a human, no longer desiring, but still in-
tending, to do our Enemy's will, looks round upon a universe from
which every trace of Him (God) seems to have vanished, and asks
why he has been forsaken, and still obeys.”

I hope you are weathering this storm. If I can help you
please contact me. I am praying for all of you. I pray that it will be
evident that our love for God, each other, and those around us is
empowered by the presence of our Lord and Savior. Amen!

In Christ,
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“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the
Everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.” These
words from Isaiah 40:28 keep cycling over and over in my mind
as I have faced the horror, the uncertainty, the fear that the coro-
na virus has brought to our country and to the world. It is so
strange to be away from my students and not have their energy,
creativity, and love feeding my spirit daily. It has caused me to
turn more purposefully toward the Lord as “He alone is my rock
and my salvation, my fortress where I will never be shak-
en.” (Psalm 62:2) I have been flooding my mind with praise
songs, even listening to it through my iPod as I walk my dog. One
of my very favorites has become “See a Victory” by Elevation
Worship. It starts, “The weapon may be formed but it won’t pros-
per. When the darkness falls it won’t prevail. ‘Cause the God I
serve knows only how to triumph. My God will never fail. I’m
gonna see a victory. I’m gonna see a victory. For the battle be-
longs to you Lord.” The reference to Isaiah 54:17 is a strong one-
”No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper…”

I’ve been doing a lot of cleaning out during this period of iso-
lation and I’ve unearthed several writings that are so pertinent to right
now. I do not know the author of this one, unfortunately, but think it is
beautiful.

When you are the neediest, He is the most sufficient.
When you are completely helpless, He is the most helpful.
When you feel totally dependent, He is absolutely dependable.
When you are the weakest, He is the most able.
When you are the most alone, He is intimately present.
When you feel you are the least, He is the greatest.
When you feel the most useless, He is preparing you.
When it is the darkest, He is the only Light you need.
When you feel the least secure, He is your Rock and Fortress.
When you are the most humble, He is the most gracious.

I believe it is vital at this time that we remember that our great
nation was founded on God’s truth. Did you know that as you walk up
the steps to the building which houses the U.S. Supreme Court, you
can see near the top of the building a row of the world’s law givers,
and each one is facing one in the middle who is facing forward with a
full frontal view, and that man is Moses holding the Ten Command-
ments? When you go inside the building, there are two huge oak
doors leading into the courtroom and they have the Ten Command-
ments engraved on the lower portion of each one. And, inside the
courtroom, on the wall right above where the Supreme Court Judges
sit is, a display of the Ten Commandments? There are Bible verses
etched in stone all over the federal buildings and monuments in Wash-
ington, D.C. Our God was instrumental in forming our nation. The
Founding Fathers relied on Him, praised Him, obeyed His commands.
I think we need to remember that and claim His power and His promis-
es for our great nation. Booker T. Washington said, “Success is meas-
ured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the
obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.” This is
another obstacle for us as a nation, another trial to make us stronger
as we work together to get past it and move on.

One of the reasons my father was my hero is that he had so
many setbacks to overcome. Growing up in a cold family, he was nev-
er once told that they loved him, never once given a birthday cake. He
left home in his early teens and hopped the boxcars from Pennsylva-
nia to California during the Great Depression, living in hobo jungles

and eating out of tin cans. When he returned home to find that his
parents lavished attention on his new brother and his younger sister
and still had nothing left for him, he left home again to live with an aunt
in Massachusetts. Her husband taught him how to be a great sales-
man, a skill he would use well after he returned from World War II and
had to finish high school before he could go to college. Upon entering
the University of Pittsburgh, he was told by a dean that he would never
make it, that he was too old and didn’t have the right academic back-
ground. He later asked that dean at an honor society meeting just
before graduating if he remembered him, the one he said couldn’t
make it. He got a wonderful sales position with Colgate Palmolive,
which brought with it a move to Louisville, Kentucky, away from both
sides of the family, away from where both my parents grew up. He did
very well, but after just two years, the company decided to close that
office, and they let him go. I was in first grade at the time, my sister in
third, my brother in fifth, and my mother was a stay-home mom. You
can imagine how disheartening that was for him as the sole breadwin-
ner. (To this day, my mother will not buy any product made by Col-
gate!). He went back to Pittsburgh alone to interview for jobs, and his
talent and potential was recognized by the president of a small compa-
ny called Calgon (yes, the “Calgon, take me away” company). We
were moved to Kansas City, where my father excelled as a district
manager covering a territory from Minnesota to Texas, being one of
only three district managers for the company. When I was in high
school, the president who had hired him, and had become a very close
friend, retired and Calgon was sold to become a subsidiary of Merck,
Sharpe, and Dome. Suddenly, he was selling Sucrets and being treat-
ed with disrespect by brash younger mangers who did things like tell
him the meeting was business attire and when he got there, he was
the only one with a suit on while the rest were in shorts and other cas-
ual clothes. After an accident at a company meeting where the tram
driver was driving too fast, hit a pothole and threw the men out and my
dad landed on his back requiring massive back surgery and many
months of rehab and recuperation, he decided he’d had enough, and
took early-retirement. He quickly found a job with Mrs. Wages Pickles
out of Mississippi, and I can recall with laughter my parents’ attempts
at pickle-making in the basement while I was in college. He kept rising
every time he was knocked down. He never became bitter but was
one of the nicest, most personable men who never met a stranger and
gave the church custodian butterscotch candies he always kept in his
pockets, telling him jokes, becoming his friend, so that at his funeral,
that custodian came up to my brother and me and told us he made
sure to polish the floors extra shiny for my dad. He was mayor of Key
Colony Beach in the Keys, volunteered for many years at a hospital,
served at a soup kitchen, and built many houses for Habitat for Hu-
manity. Kicked down many times in his life, he never stayed there.
Again and again, he rose up and continued on, relying on his very
strong faith in God and his amazing sense of humor.

I, too, have faced obstacle after obstacle and have had to
move on past many sad things in my life. I use as my examples my
father and my Lord, Jesus. I am trusting Jesus with each and every
day, every breath I take. I believe that we will see a victory because
indeed the battle belongs to our God.

THE BATTLE BELONGS TO THE LORD
BY LISA REINHARD
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

-POLLY ANN ANDERSON
-FRAN MILES
-JUDY DAILEY
-KATE MARPLE

-BILL DUNN
-WAYNE HOLLAWAY

-MAL MAY
-GAYLE TOLBERT
-GINNY WHITNER
-SUE CULPEPPER

-DORIS CASS
-AIREN WALKER

-VIRGINIA STAATS
-MARYLEA RUSSELL
-RUTH LAVENDER

-LIZ MCKEAN
-MARY SAMFORD

-MICHAEL YARBROUGH

MATT BURNETTE 4/2 CLAIRE WORLEY 4/10 PETER RUSSELL 4/17 DORIS CASS 4/23

MELISSA SCHMIDT 4/4 GARRISON ERWIN 4/11 EDEN WINTZ 4/17 COLIN QUINN 4/23

MADDUX WRIGHT 4/4 DAVE TANNER 4/14 CURRY PAJCIC, JR. 4/19 JOHN QUINN 4/23

CAROLYN RANKIN 4/8 JIM CASSIDEY 4/15 JONATHAN MONTGOMERY 4/20 MARSHALL WALKER 4/25

MIKE WRIGHT 4/8 SHIRLEY DOUGLAS 4/15 LILY CASTRO 4/21 AWBREE O'QUINN 4/28

KIRK LINGLE 4/9 ANNIE PAJCIC 4/15 HUGH JONES 4/22 THOMAS MCLAUGHLIN 4/29

WILL WICKENDEN 4/10 CHRIS AUSTIN 4/16 SARAH PATTERSON 4/22

PRAYER REQUESTS

2020 Easter Lili es:
Tim & Lynne Turpin: In memory of their parents, Ayres & Eudora Turpin and Bill & Alice Kent.

Linda Wilson: In memory of R. Erdman Wilson, Jr.

Mary Bland Love Gobelman: In memory of Joe, Mary Pharr, Ouida Love, and Bob Gobelman.

Jerry & Margo Aus� n: In memory of Sam & Alice Dunn and Mollie and Elizabeth Aus� n. 

Broward Milam: In honor of all her children and grandchildren: Robbin, Joyner, Bart, Ceil, Gooch, Gartrell,

Leigh, and Luc and in memory of Gooch Milam.

Elizabeth Strange Gaines: In honor of their parents and in memory of Michael Strange, Jack Strange Or� z, 

and Sarah Gail Jackson Gaines.

The Alvin Fortson Family: In memory of Robert Malcolm Fortson, Jr. & Kathryn Register Fortson.

Hazel Montgomery: In memory of Isabel Chambers.

Bill & Diane McFadden: In memory of their parents, Mr. & Mrs. B.R. McFadden and Mr. & Mrs. John H.

Hutchinson.

Purchased lilies will be available to pick up from the church a� er Easter Sunday. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND YOUTH GROUP
CLASSES WILL MEET USING ZOOM PLEASE EMAIL LEADERS FOR MEETING LINKS

KIRK HOUSE CLASS This group is studying Harmony of the Gospels, a study of Jesus’ life and teachings from the book of Luke
with added context of the Old Testament prophecies and the traditions and teachings of the day. Contact Kevin at kevin-
hunger@gmail.com or Wendi at wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS This group is studying Andy Stanley’s Five Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith. After Easter, they will
begin studying Genesis. Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more
information.

WOMEN’S CLASS The group is reading Hebrews: The nearness of King Jesus. Author Lisa Harper invites you to “love bigger, fear
less, and run headlong into the arms of Jesus as a result of hiking through Hebrews." This group meets through May 17th. Contact
Heather Griffin at 904-710-7427 (text or call) or hgriffin7427@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’S CLASS The group is studying the Gospel of John. Contact Bill Mentz at wmmentz@gmail.com for more information.

YOUTH GROUP Sundays @5 PM The group is middle and high school combined. Contact Chris Kellam at chris@sjpcjax.org for
more information.

It’s now clear that COVID-19 is a deadly serious global pandemic, and all necessary precau� ons should be taken. S� ll, C. S. Lew-
is’s words—wri� en 72 years ago—ring with some relevance for us. Just replace “atomic bomb” with “coronavirus.”

In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. “How are we to live in an atomic age?” I am tempted to reply:
“Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as you would
have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are al-
ready living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of
motor accidents.”

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggera� ng the novelty of our situa� on. Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all 
whom you love were already sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us
were going to die in unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one very great advantage over our ancestors—anesthe� cs; but we 
have that s� ll. It is perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scien� sts have added one 
more chance of painful and premature death to a world which already bristled with such chances and in which death itself
was not a chance at all, but a certainty.

This is the first point to be made: and the first ac� on to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to be de-
stroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and human things—praying, working, teach-
ing, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing tennis, cha� ng to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—
not huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but
they need not dominate our minds.— “On Living in an Atomic Age” (1948) in Present Concerns: Journalis� c Essays

30 DAYS TO SLOW THE
SPREAD
All of St. John’s worship services, including Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday, will

be online only for the month of April. This is in accordance with the President’s 30 day plan to slow the
spread of COVID-19. Visit https://sjpcjax.org/online-services-covid-19/ for service videos and re-

sources, including the sermons worksheet, song lyrics, children and toddler church lessons and activ-
ities, family devotions, and information on our grocery delivery service!

THE PRESIDENT’S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR AMERICA


