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Worship Theme: 
God is holy.

Weaving Faith Into Life: 
Children will praise God for his holiness.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God!

(up to 25 minutes)

Sing
•  “Let Us Bow Down in Worship” (Psalm 95:6-7) 
•  “Nothing Could Keep Me From You” 
• “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
• “Love the Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 
• “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment, dishpan of soapy water,  
1 dirty rock per child, shallow pan, towel, masking tape, 
poster board, markers, crayons

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

One Part, Set Apart
Distinguish one item from a given group of 
objects.

Classroom Supplies:
Tray, groups of everyday objects (see activity for 
examples),  3 pictures of children, photocopy of Jesus 
figure at the end of this session.

* Isaiah Meets God
Use all five senses to learn the Bible story.

Classroom Supplies:
Bible, photocopy of Jesus figure at the end of this session, 
tape, hand towel, candle, matches, 1 sugar cube per child, 
cups, water

* Holy Mural
Make a mural proclaiming that God is holy.

Classroom Supplies:
Several colors of paint, 1 sponge per color of paint, paper, 
colored paper, scissors, newsprint, tape, stapler, paint 
smocks, paper plates

        God Calls Isaiah
Isaiah 6:1-8
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* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together.

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2.

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray!
(up to 10 minutes)

The Offering
Offer their respect for God’s holiness.

Classroom Supplies:
Bible, offering bowls

“No,  Not One”
Compare shades of white, and sing a response to 
God.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment, pieces of paper varying in  
whiteness (one per person)

Prayers From the Word
Share their original prayers.

Classroom Supplies: 
Written prayers from “Holiness Hunt”

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

Isaiah’s Vision
Form groups to make props and help tell the 
story of Isaiah’s vision.

Classroom Supplies:
Bibles, poster board, markers, scissors, glue, paper, 
crayons, index cards

Holiness Hunt
Search the psalms for phrases about God’s 
holiness to use in writing a prayer.

Classroom Supplies:
Bible, pencil, paper, and bell for each group of five kids

* “You Must Be Holy”
Watch a video to learn a Scripture verse about 
God’s holiness.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment
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This passage describes God’s call upon the life of Isaiah, yet it 
occurs in the sixth chapter of the book and not at its beginning. 
The likely reason is that Isaiah used the first five chapters to set 
the stage for the story of his prophecies. From these chapters, 
we learn that Judah’s relationship with God was deplorable and 
that God’s anger was burning against his people (Isaiah 5:25). 
We discover that Isaiah had a terribly difficult task ahead of 
him if he accepted God’s call because he would be preaching 
of God’s displeasure and the coming destruction of Judah to 
a people who believed they were in line for God’s blessings. 
These chapters also help to explain Isaiah’s statement that he 
lived “among a people of unclean lips.”

We don’t know whether Isaiah was actually transported 
to the presence of God for the experience described in this 
passage or if he simply experienced it in a vision. Whatever 
happened, this experience had a profound impact on his life.

In Isaiah 6:1-4 Isaiah describes the experience of witnessing 
the awesome holiness of God. In this passage, he attempts to 
describe a heavenly experience, but he has only earthly terms 
at his disposal. He says that the train of God’s robe filled the 
spacious hall of the heavenly temple; this emphasizes the 
splendid magnificence of God’s glory. Seraphs are a kind of 
angel that is not mentioned anywhere else in the Bible. The 
Hebrew root word for seraph means burn, which may be 
related to the seraphs’ purity in serving God. Their cry of  “You 
Must Be Holy” (Leviticus 19:2) emphasizes God’s ineffable 

holiness.

The shaking of the doorposts and thresholds and the 
smoke that filled the temple also describe Isaiah’s experience 
of God’s glory and power. All of this likely reminded Isaiah’s 
Hebrew listeners of how God’s voice shook the earth and 
terrified the people when God gave the Law at Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 19:18-19).

Isaiah knew that he was unclean and unworthy, but God 
prepared a cleansing for him. The burning coal was a symbol 
of both God’s wrath and his forgiveness. The live coal didn’t 
cleanse Isaiah; God did.

Once his sin was forgiven, Isaiah knew what to do. He 
demonstrated his faith in God by agreeing to do whatever 
God asked. He agreed to be sent to a people who didn’t 
want to hear God’s message, and he continued to speak that 
message for nearly 60 years!

Bible Background for Leaders

God Calls Isaiah
Isaiah 6:1-8

Devotion for Leaders
Through a relationship with Jesus, God’s holiness can 
transform our lives. We praise you, Jesus, with our 
voices, our hearts, and our lives!

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: How has God shown his 
holiness to you? Take some time to reflect on that. We 
can see God’s holiness in so many things…as simple as 
the beauty of nature or as intense as a powerful prayer 
experience. The next time you experience it, respond 
with an open and worshipful heart.
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Why We Worship for Leaders
For us imperfect humans, holiness is something to strive for. But there is no 
striving for holiness on the part of God; it is his essence (Leviticus 19:2). That’s why 
we worship him: God is what no one else can be—absolutely perfect in every 
way and, therefore, perfect in everything he does. God’s incomparable holiness 
is beyond our ability to describe with language and likely beyond our ability to 
comprehend. In teaching today’s session, revel in the awe and majesty of Isaiah’s 
unique glimpse into the nature of God’s holiness.

Easy Prep for Leaders
Let’s Praise God!

•  Make sure your video equipment is ready.

•  Leave the rocks just as they were found, muddy and dirty, and put them in a 
shallow pan on a table near the entrance. Put a dishpan of soapy, sudsy water on 
the table with the dirty rocks.

Isaiah’s Vision—Write the following Scripture references on separate index cards: 
Isaiah 6:1, Isaiah 6:2-4, Isaiah 6:5, Isaiah 6:6-7, Isaiah 6:8.

“No, Not One”—Find sheets of paper that are different in intensity of whiteness. 
Be sure to have one that’s very bright white. You can purchase individual sheets of 
paper at a paper store.

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.

Let’s Praise God!
Play KidsOwn Worship music videos as children arrive. Greet everyone by name and 
say, “See if you can make one of these rocks look perfect.” Show kids the dirty rocks and 
soapy water on the table, and encourage them to scrub a dirty rock in the soapy water 
until it looks perfect. Save some dirty rocks for later in the praise session.

When everyone has arrived and had a chance to scrub a rock,

 Welcome to children’s church, everybody! Let’s turn our 
thoughts to worshipping our holy Lord.

Sing “Let Us Bow Down in Worship” (Psalm 95:6-7).

 Let’s think about the song’s lyrics. The song says, “Let us bow 
down in worship.”

•  What’s “bowing down” all about? (Honoring God; we show God 
he’s worthy of our praise; we are saying we know God is better 
than us.)

•  What are some reasons God is higher than us? (He created us; 
he created the world; he’s holy and perfect.)

 Sometimes we refer to Jesus as our King and imagine God 
sitting on a throne.  God is wonderful and holy, but we can 
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come to God because God loves us and nothing can keep us 
from his love.

Sing “Nothing Could Keep Me From You.”

 God is higher than us because he is holy; God is perfect. 
Holiness has several different meanings, and today we will 
explore what we mean when we say that God is holy.

The word whole can help us understand God’s holiness. He is 
perfectly whole. There is nothing missing from him. God needs 
nothing to complete him or improve him. 

•  Remember the rocks you scrubbed earlier? What did you have 
to do to get them clean? (Work hard; put them in soapy water; 
scrub a lot.)

Have a few volunteers come to the front of the room to hold some of the 
washed rocks.

 You had to work hard to make these rocks look clean and 
perfect. And even though they may look perfect now, they are 
still full of impurities that, no matter how hard you scrub, won’t 
come out. God never had any impurities. He has always been 
perfectly pure, perfectly clean. Everything that comes from God 
is good and right because he is holy.

If I wanted to tell you that something was especially good, I 
might say it was really good. If I wanted to tell you that you 
didn’t quite understand how good it was, I might say it was 
really, really good! If I still wasn’t sure you got it, I might say it 
was really, really, REALLY good. The next song we’ll sing does 
the same thing with the word holy. We need to understand 
that God is not just holy. He is holy, holy, HOLY! To do this, we’ll 
repeat a praise that’s being said in heaven right now!

Read Revelation 4:8.

 The creatures in heaven repeat this line day after day. Let’s 
repeat it with them, starting off in a whisper and gradually 
getting louder.

Repeat this praise with kids at least ten times from a whisper to a shout, 
getting gradually louder each time. “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the 
Almighty—the one who always was, who is, and who is still to come.”

 Nothing can compare to the holiness of God. It is far greater 
than we can even imagine. Another understanding of the 
word holy is “set apart.” We’re going to play a game to help us 
understand this meaning.

Clear a large area of your room. Have several kids help you use masking tape 
to section off an area in the center of the room. The taped area should run the 
width of your play space, and it should be too wide to jump across.

 We’re going to call this holy ground. It is set apart from the rest of 
the space in this room. In a minute, we’re all going to start from 
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one side of the room and get to the other side and back as quickly 
as we can. But we can’t step on this holy ground with our shoes 
on. When you come to the holy ground, you have to take off your 
shoes, walk across the holy ground, put your shoes back on, touch 
the opposite wall, then come back in the same way. While you’re 
accomplishing this feat, I’m going to play a song. You should be 
back to your original position by the time the song ends.

Play ”Fairest Lord Jesus.”

At the end of the song, have all the children sit at the finish point.

•  What was it like to treat the “holy ground” as different from 
the rest of the floor space? (It was hard; it took extra work.)

•  What does that show you about how you must approach 
something holy? (We need to give special care to it; we need to 
do it differently.)

 Holy is different, set apart for special treatment or use. We 
approach a holy God differently than we approach a friend. God 
is set apart, special, different from even the most respected 
human being. Yet, God wants to be our very best friend, and he 
invites us to come to him and love him all the time!

Think about something you love about God—something that 
shows how holy God is. We’re going to sing to God, telling him how 
much we adore him. While we’re singing, come up and write or 
draw a picture about what you just thought of. For example, if you 
thought of all the animals he created, you can draw an animal.

Lay the poster board on the floor in the front with several markers and crayons. 

Play “Love the Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9), and lead the   
kids in singing as they write or draw on the poster board.

 A long time ago, the only people who could approach the holy 
God were the highest priests. But now God wants to have a 
special friendship with each of us, and our pastors actually help 
us get closer to God. They help us know God better! And they 
help us worship God.

Fold the poster board in half, and write the name of your pastor on the front.

 We’ll give this card to our pastor as a thank you for helping us 
know and worship our holy God. All the things you drew and 
said are going to make our pastor feel happy, because they are 
things you know about our holy God. 

Let’s sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.”

Sing ”Fairest Lord Jesus.”

 We have a powerful and holy God. He has done excellent things, 
things we humans never could do. Let’s proclaim his power as 
we sing this last song.
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Sing “I Sing the Mighty Power of God.”

Dear God, we praise you for being powerful and holy. Every 
thought you have and every act you do is perfectly right and 
perfectly loving. Help us continue to worship you. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

Let’s Learn the Point!

Preschool Activities, pages 65-66
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to 

their own room for this section of activities. Tear out the Preschool Activities 
page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you 
prefer to keep all the children together, do the starred (*) activities. They will 
work well with both elementary and preschool children.

Elementary Activities
Isaiah’s Vision

Set out the poster board, markers, scissors, glue, paper, and crayons. If you have 
access to other craft materials, you can make these available as well.

Part of what we know about God’s holiness comes from a vision 
the prophet Isaiah had in the year King Uzziah died. This vision 
was different from earlier communication Isaiah had with the 
Lord. For one thing, Isaiah didn’t just hear the Word of the Lord. 
This time, he actually saw what heaven was like.

Each of you is going to have a part in telling the story of Isaiah’s 
vision. We’ll form five groups, and each group will take a part of 
the story. In your group, you’ll make props using the art supplies 
I’ve provided and prepare to perform the actions in your passage. 
You’ll have about 15 minutes to prepare your presentation.

Have kids form groups by counting off by fives. Give each group a Bible and 
one of the Isaiah 6 index cards prepared before worship. As the children work, 
move around the room and be available to clarify any misunderstandings. After 
15 minutes, call the groups in order of their verses and ask them to sit facing the 
designated performance area.

It’s important to remember that, as strange as the events of this 
vision may sound to us, they were real, and they tell us a lot 
about how different heaven will be from what we know on earth.

(continued on page 67)

Worship  
Leader Tip

Throughout this activity, 
encourage an attitude of 
awe and reverence in the 
kids. If any of the group 
presentations get carried 
away, be ready to step 
in to draw the act to its 
conclusion.
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Preschool Activities
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            God Calls Isaiah
Isaiah 6:1-8

Worship Theme: 

God is holy.

Easy Prep for Leaders

One Part, Set Apart—Gather a tray and several assortments of small, everyday 
objects that can be grouped together, such as:

• fork, knife, spoon

• crayon, marker, pencil

• glue, tape, glue stick

• toy dog, toy cat, toy fish

You’ll also need everyday items that don’t belong with your groups. Gather three 
pictures of children, and make a photocopy of the picture of Jesus (at the end of 
this session).

Holy Mural—Cut three of each of the letters of holy out of white paper. Cut 
slightly larger letters from colored paper. Tape the letters cut from white paper 
to sheets of newsprint. Pour several colors of paint onto paper plates, and spread 
the paint around to limit the amount of paint children can pick up with the 
sponges. You’ll need one sponge for each color of paint. Have the paint accessible 
to replenish the plates as needed.

Using Theo
Consider using Theophilus the  FaithRetriever puppet 
today in these ways:

•  Have Theo lead the 
preschoolers from the 
main worship area to the 
preschool room. 

•  Have Theo be one of the 
“set apart” items in the 
activity “One Part, Set 
Apart.”

•  See the KidsOwn 
Worship Kit for a puppet 
skit written for today’s 
worship session.

One Part, Set Apart
Gather the children in a circle, and place four items on the tray, three 
of which are similar and one of which is different.

•  Do you have some clothes that you only get 
to wear on special occasions? Tell about them.

•  What are some things in your house that are 
put away so they don’t get broken?

•  What are some things in your home that are 
not to be played with?

  All these things you’ve told about are special in 
some way, and they need to be treated differently 
from the way we treat our everyday things. We 
have set apart these things to remind us that they 
are different.

Let’s see if we can find the thing on this tray 
that is different from all the rest.

Let the children look at the items you set on the tray and 
determine which is different. Then ask them to explain why they 
chose the item they did. Change the items on the tray several 
times. Lastly, put the pictures of the children and the picture of 
Jesus on the tray.

   In each round of our game, you picked out 
something that was different from the others. 
The last time, you picked out Jesus. Jesus is 
different from the people we know because 
he is holy, just as God is holy. In today’s Bible 
story, we’re learning about God’s holiness. 
God’s perfect goodness makes him different 
from the rest of us.
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* Isaiah Meets God
Place all the story props where they can be easily reached and are 
away from the children. Have the children be seated. Open the Bible 
to Isaiah 6:1, and show it to the children.

   When God called Isaiah to help him, he gave 
Isaiah a vision of himself. Isaiah saw the Lord 
high and lifted up. He wore a royal robe that 
was so long, it filled the temple!

Tape the picture of Jesus high on the wall.

    In this temple, Isaiah also saw special angels 
called seraphs. These seraphs had six wings! Two 
wings covered their faces, two covered their feet, 
and two wings were used for flying. Close your 
eyes, and pretend you see the seraphs as you 
listen to the flapping of their wings.

While the children’s eyes are closed, light the candle. Facing away 
from the candle, flap a hand towel sharply. Blow out the candle to 
create the smell of smoke. Have the children open their eyes.

•  What do you smell? (A candle; smoke.)

    Isaiah smelled smoke in the temple, too. And 
Isaiah heard the seraphs calling, “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord!” Let’s shout those words.

Lead the children in repeating the phrase three times, getting 
louder with each repetition.

    Isaiah said that the seraphs’ voices were like 
thunder! They were so loud that the doors 
shook. Show me what you might look like if the 
room was shaking.

When Isaiah saw God in the temple, he knew 
just how special and holy God is! He also saw 
how different from God he was. He knew he 
had done sinful things that made God unhappy. 
One of the seraphs flew to a table in the temple 
and used tongs to take a hot coal and touch 
Isaiah’s mouth with it to make it clean!

Touch each child’s mouth with a clean sugar cube. Let 
children follow it with a cup of water, if they choose.

    Then the Lord 
asked, “Who will 
go to help me? 
Who can I send?” 
Raise your hand 
if you think God 
could send you to 
help him. That’s 
exactly what 
Isaiah did! He said, 
“Here I am, Lord, 
send me.” Isaiah 
wanted to help 
this great and holy 
God, just as you 
want to be one of 
God’s helpers.

Let’s do a project to help others know about 
God’s holiness.

Preschool Activities

* Holy Mural
    The letters H, O, L, and Y spell holy. Today we’re 
learning that God is holy. We’re going to work 
together to make some letter banners to hang 
in our room and remind us that God is holy.

Lay the newsprint with the letters taped to it across a long 
table. Show the children how to dip the sponge in paint and 
gently press it on the letters. Point out that the holes in the 
sponge make a design on the paper that they’ll be able to see 
when the sponge is lifted.

Put paint smocks on the children, and have them stand in 
a line extending from the table. Allow the first child to choose 
a color and make a sponge print on each letter so he or she 
moves from one end of the newsprint to the other. As soon as 
the first child paints the first letter, the second child can start 
with another color. Repeat this process, giving each child a turn 

to add color to the letters. As soon as the children have finished 
painting, staple the letters to the contrasting paper you prepared 
before the session, and mount the letters on the wall where the 
children can see them. The contrasting paper prevents wet paint 
from getting on the wall; however, children should be seated 
away from the letters until they dry.

•  What word did we make?

•  What do we mean when we say God is holy?

  God’s holiness is beautiful, and so are the letters 
you created to honor our holy God.

Have the children repeat these words, pointing to the letters 
on the wall each time you say “holy.”

  Holy, holy, holy God, 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
Holy, holy, holy God, 
Your glory fills the earth.

Be aware that some children 
have food allergies that can be 
dangerous. Know your children, 
and consult with parents about 
allergies their children may have. 
Also be sure to read food labels 
carefully as hidden ingredients 
can cause allergy-related 
problems.

ALLERGY ALERT
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Have each group perform in order. After all the performances, clarify any 
part of the event that may not have been accurately portrayed, being careful to 
affirm the hard work of that team.

•  What part of this story made God’s holiness real to you? (The 
angels and earthquake; God on the throne; Isaiah confessing his 
sins; Isaiah agreeing to go tell others about God.)

•  Why do you think seeing God made Isaiah realize his own 
sinfulness? (He knew God was better than him; God is beautiful, 
and sin is ugly.)

•  How do you respond to God’s holiness? (I worship him; I ask God 
for forgiveness of my sins.)

Isaiah saw what God looked like and what he looked like in 
comparison to God, and he discovered that this holy God would 
cleanse him and use him. Our holy God wants to make us like 
him, so he works in our lives to change the things that aren’t 
pleasing to him. We have a great privilege to volunteer to serve 
God just as Isaiah did.

Holiness Hunt
Have kids form their groups of five again. The psalms you can use for this activity 
include Psalms 8; 47; 48; 86; 93; 97; 103; 113; and 145.

God’s Word is filled with descriptions of his holiness. We’re 
going to find some of those descriptions and use them to write 
a prayer of praise to God.

Distribute a Bible, paper, pencil, and bell to each group.

Each small group will be assigned two or three psalms to read. 
As you listen to one group member read, listen for phrases 
containing the word holy or any other words that describe 
God’s holiness, such as purity or righteousness. List as many 
phrases as you can find in five minutes. Every time you find a 
description, have a group member ring the bell. This sound will 
be a reminder of God’s glory, and it will let other groups know 
that all of God’s Word is filled with his holiness.

Assign the psalms to the groups, and signal the groups to begin. As kids work, 
circulate among them to answer questions or give directions. After five minutes, 
have kids set aside the Bibles and begin to write their prayers.

Remember to use each holiness phrase in your prayer. We’ll use 
these during the closing of our session today. Give kids another 
five minutes to work, then call them together.

(continued from page 64)
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* “You Must Be Holy ”
•  How did Isaiah respond when he saw how holy God is? (He 

worshipped God; he confessed his sins; he said he’d tell others 
about God.)

•  How do you think we should respond to God’s holiness? (We 
should worship God; we should tell others about him; we should 
ask God to forgive us.)

Let’s sing a song about God’s holiness.

Play “You Must Be Holy” (Leviticus 19:2). 

Isaiah offered himself to God. He said, “Here I am. Send me.” The 
kids in the video praised God, the Lord of all. We can praise God 
and offer ourselves in service to God. Right now, let’s thank God 
for being a holy God.

Let’s Pray!
The Offering

After the kids are assembled, read Psalm 95:6.

•  What kind of person is worthy of being bowed before? (God; a 
holy one; no person is worthy of being bowed before; someone we 
respect.)

•  What attitude does bowing show? (That the other person is 
better; the other person is higher; a humble attitude.)

Today when the offering bowl is passed to you, bow as you take 
it. If you have brought money, put it in the bowl. Think about 
God’s awesome holiness, and let your bowing be an offering of 
respect.

“No, Not One”
Distribute the different sheets of white paper, retaining the whitest one for 
yourself. Ask each child what color the paper you’ve passed out is. Then have kids 
compare their sheets of paper to each other’s and to yours.

•  How is what you discovered about your paper like what 
Isaiah discovered about his own holiness? (It’s not as bright as I 
thought; God is perfect, and I’m not.)

Isaiah wasn’t a bad guy. He’d been serving God for years. 
But when he saw the Lord, he realized that no one’s holiness 
compares to God’s. God is holy. We know what holiness is by 
knowing who God is. And there is no one as holy as he is.

Sing ”No, Not One.”
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Prayers From the Word
The elementary kids are going to lead us in prayers of praise 
for God’s holiness. After each group’s amen, we’ll all join in by 
saying “amen” together in response. I’ll pray a closing prayer 
when they’ve finished.

Let the groups come forward to share their prayers from the “Holiness Hunt” 
activity.

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty. The whole earth is 
filled with your glory. God, you’re the only one who is perfect in 
every way. We praise you in Jesus’ name, amen.
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Encouragement for 
Leaders

Dear God, thank you for placing each of 

these children in my life and in my class. 

Teach me to love these children as you do, 

and to see them as you see them. In Jesus’ 

name, amen.

From Heartfelt Thanks for Sunday School Teachers. Copyright © 2003 

Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO.




