
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 20, 2020                                                        9:00 AM 
 

CONNECTING WITH CHRIST 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome, Celebration and Concerns  
 

Call to Worship 
 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  
       
†Hymn 82           Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him  

 

CLEANSING OUR HEARTS 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious Lord, You are the eternal presence that has watched generations 
rise and fall upon the earth.  You know the weakness of our frame, that 
we have come from dust and to the dust we shall return.  Help us in the 
brief years of our lives to number our days, that we may honor You.  
Forgive us for living in the distraction of our world, seeking entertainment 
rather than engagement, and seeking leisure rather than new life.  
Forgive us when we come You exhausted and empty, wondering why the 
cups of our souls do not overflow.  Teach us to spend time in Your 
presence, that we will experience a peace that surpasses what we can 
imagine and that protects us from fear and anxiety.  Lead us to living 
water that flows from the power of Your Holy Spirit, and let it guide us to 
Your joy.  This we humbly ask in the name of Your Son.  Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Congregational Choral Response                                                    Hymn 92 
 

 “O how I love Jesus! O how I love Jesus! O how I love Jesus, Because He 
first loved me.” 

 

RESPONDING TO GRACE 
 

Invitation to the Offering  
 

†Doxology                                                                                        Hymn 815  
 

†Fourth Stanza of America                                 Pew Hymnal, page 807 
 

Our Father’s God to Thee, Author of liberty, to Thee we sing; Long may 
our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King. Amen.  
 

†Affirmation of Faith  
               Adapted from the Westminster Larger Catechism q. 194, 7.304 
 

In the fifth petition “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” we 
acknowledge that we and all others are guilty both of original and 
actual sin, and thereby become debtors to the justice of God and neither 
we nor any other creature can make the least satisfaction for that debt.  
We pray for ourselves and others, that God of his free grace would, 
through the obedience and satisfaction of Christ acquit us both from the 
guilt and punishment of sin.  By faith we apprehend and receive this 
acquittal.  We pray that we will be accepted as God’s Beloved, continue 
in God’s favor and grace to us.  We pray that God would pardon our 
daily failings, and fill us with peace and joy, in giving us daily more and 
more assurance of forgiveness.  We are emboldened to ask and 
encouraged to expect this forgiveness. When we have this testimony in 
ourselves, we forgive others their offenses from the heart.  Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
  

†Hymn 571                          Trust and Obey 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
  

Scripture                            John 13:36- 14-7                                 Page 1675  
   

Message                     The Return of the Bridegroom  
                       Dr. Kevin Hunger 

 

 CONNECTING WITH LIFE 
 

†Hymn 435               God of Grace and God of Glory  
 

†Benediction  
 

†Postlude 
 

†Worshipers are asked to stand, if able    


