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DECEMBER 2020

FAMILY FOCUS

BY REV. DR. JONATHAN LOVELADY

This is such a powerful Christmas carol. It was
written by pastor and hymn writer Isaac Watts in
1791. Today, it is one of the most popular
Christmas carols in the Christian world. I think
this third verse is my favorite. At the time that
Watts wrote this hymn, it was an expectation that
hymns be based upon the Psalms. This one is
attributed to Psalms 98 and 96, but this third
verse is actually connected to Genesis 3:17-19:
“To Adam he (God) said, ‘Because you listened

to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about
which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from
it,'" Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from it all the
days of your life. It will produce thorns and this-
tles for you, and you will eat the plants of the
field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
food until you return to the ground, since from it
you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you
will return." (NIV) The third verse of this carol
was left out of some hymnals, because it was not

taken from the Psalms. I realize it may be
hard for us to imagine, but the Associate Re-
formed Presbyterian Church separated from
the larger, Presbyterian Church in 1803 partly
because the new Presbyterian hymnbooks
contained hymns that were not entirely from
the Psalms! One of the traditions in the Asso-
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church, till this
very day, is the continued use of hymns
based solely upon the Psalms. Yet, this sim-

ple point of history illustrates why I like this third
verse. It speaks to the ordinary reality of our
lives. Our rebellion from God gives us sorrow,
thorns, division, strife, disease, and deterioration,
and we ultimately return to the dust from which
we were formed. One of the greatest gifts of
Christmas is that human misery is transformed
by the birth of Jesus!

I have been particularly reflective this
Christmas season. I have wondered why my

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

(Joy to the World)
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mind has been haunted by some of the ghosts
of Christmases past. Christmas is always a
challenging season because of the extra ser-
vices and the increased level of activity, but the
unseen challenge is the emotion these churn up
in all of our lives. These words, “no more let
sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infect the
ground” have been a good guide to hold on to
joy and let go of some of the other stuff, such
as, fear, regret, or even anger. I have remem-
bered some of the more difficult Christmases.
Some of them were very somber, but at the
same time, they were also hopeful because of
the joy and hope of Jesus Christ. We rarely ex-
perience life without a mixture of joy and sor-
row. Maybe one of the personal impacts the
pandemic has had upon my own heart is the
realization that life is not well for everyone, yet
this should not trample down our hope, because
something greater is at work for all of us.

One Christmas Eve, many years ago, I
stopped by the nursing home in Florence, Ala-
bama to see two people who were gravely ill.
The first was Nonnie Baley. She was a long-
time member at the First Presbyterian Church
and a committed believer. She was always a
delight to visit, because she was one of the
most encouraging people that I would ever have
the privilege to know. She was confined to a
wheelchair, but her kind spirit knew no re-
strictions. The other was a more official visit.
An older minister, Dr. Edward Mullens, was in
hospice care at this facility. Dr. Mullens was the
former pastor of the Trinity Episcopal Church. I
knew a lot about Dr. Mullens. He had served in
Army intelligence during World War II in the
Philippines. He had trained to speak in a Filipi-
no-Chinese dialect and had also learned some
Mandarin. After the war, he had been an excel-
lent preacher and pastor. I knew this from
some of my own members who gave me a book
of his sermons. Also, it is an exceptional day

when the Presbyterians praise an Episcopalian
priest! I had gotten to know him over the years I
had served in Florence, and I just wanted to
thank him for his encouragement and pray with
him if I could. When I got to his room, his son
was sitting quietly with him, and Dr. Mullens had
become unresponsive. I told his son how much
his father had meant to me. I had a short pray-
er, then I returned to church to get ready to for
the Christmas Eve service.

I received a call on Christmas Day that
Nonnie Baley and Dr. Mullens had both passed
away during the night. I was saddened to get
the news, but then I remembered, “he comes to
make his blessings flow far as the curse is
found, far as the curse is found, Joy to the
World!” Suddenly, there was a unique and a
powerful beauty to this moment, a mixture of
sorrow, but also of great joy. I felt that God had
honored the lives of these very dear servants by
taking them home on the very day that Jesus
came to transform the burden of human misery!
Jesus came to experience our sorrow and wore
a crown of thorns to share with us eternal life
and resurrection! Joy to the World, indeed!

This year has been difficult, but re-
member this third verse of Joy to the Word.
Let it remind you that these blessings are
flowing into your life, because this hope
cannot be trampled and joy cannot be con-
quered by despair! Instead, let the love of
Christ shine upon you as we make our way
toward Christmas. Amen.

In Christ,
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Dear Friends,

This has been one of the most unusual and difficult years of my ministry. You
have experienced these things along with me. It has not gotten easier as we have moved
through the year. If anything, the challenges have increased rather than decreased! De-
spite the limits of the pandemic, our staff and ministries are striving to do their best to
“Connect with Christ, Church and Community.” “Trunk or Treat” this year was one of
the best attended that we have ever had! (In just over one hour, we gave away 260 pop-
sicles and 240 hot dogs!)

Thank you for your support during this difficult time. I praise God for your desire
to support the ministry of Jesus Christ here at St. Johns. God values faithfulness, espe-
cially in times of hardship and uncertainty. One day, you will hear Jesus say: “Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small
amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate togeth-
er!” (Matthew 25:23, NLT)

We will need your help as we approach the end of the year. Currently, we are
$183,000 behind in our giving. However, since the church has not been as active, due to
the pandemic (fewer events, less overall activity), we have not spent $63,000 of our
budget, as of October 31. This means we are $120,000 behind what we actually need to
“break even” in our year. This is a cause for concern and, yet, I know God will help us
to weather this storm. God is always faithful to his promises. God says to us through his
servant Moses: “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." (Deuteronomy
31:8, NIV)

What can you do to help? This pandemic has altered so many lives and circum-
stances. Some people have experienced a decrease in their income. Some people have
even had to move, due to changes in their industry. We know that everyone’s circum-
stances are a little different. We are asking you to pray for all of these people and, espe-
cially, for the ministry of St. Johns. What else can you do? We are asking you to pray
about your giving as we approach the end of 2020 and do your very best to support our
ministry. You may find that God has blessed you and you can be generous as we come to
the end of the year. God will continue to bless you for your faithfulness to his Kingdom.
All we can do is to give our very best and be faithful to use what God has given us!
Before the end of the year, we will you give an update.

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lovelady

FINANCIAL NEWS
An Update from Pastor Jon
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When God sent the angel Gabriel to visit
Mary, he proclaimed, “Greetings, you who are
highly favored! The Lord is with you.” We are
told in Luke chapter 1 that “Mary was greatly
troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be.” (Luke 1: 29) We can
only imagine how shocked and afraid she was.
Gabriel must have known her fear, for he said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found
favor with God.” (verse 30) Then he proceeded
to tell her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Lord Most High will over-
shadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God.” (verse 35) Mary had a
split second to make a choice as to what her
reaction to this news would be. She chose to
immediately say to the angel, “I am the Lord’s
servant. May it be to me as you have said.”
Without further ado, the Bible tells us, “Then the
angel left Mary.” (verse 38) Wow, can you imag-
ine? You’ve just been told that you—of all the
young women on earth—have been chosen to
become pregnant with the Son of the Most High
who will be called the Son of God, and then
poof! you’re left on your own to digest this mor-
sel of information.

Like Mary, we are called upon to make
choices. I believe our choices are steeped in
who we are. That is, what we have studied and
experienced, and especially on what we be-
lieve—what is in our heart of hearts. It is obvi-
ous that Mary was a devout Jewish woman who
had learned of God’s goodness and love and

that she trusted Him. Otherwise, she would not
have been able to make such an instantaneous
decision.

Likewise, her betrothed, Joseph, had a
similar choice to make. The first chapter of
Matthew tells us: “Because Joseph her husband
was a righteous man and did not want to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to
divorce her quietly. But after he considered
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, be-
cause what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name of Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.’” (verses 19-21).
Notice that he is described as a righteous man,
so he had grown up going to the temple and
learning the Jewish teachings. He had integrity
even before the angel visited him, though, not
wanting to disgrace Mary, so God had indeed
made a wise choice for Mary’s husband. Jo-
seph, however, could have made a different
choice. He could have chosen to ignore the
dream and could have abandoned Mary and the
child she was carrying. But notice that instead,
he, like Mary, makes an immediate choice.
“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel
of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. But he had no union with her
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him
the name Jesus.” (verses 24 & 25)

Both Mary and Joseph followed their
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instructions to the letter. They stepped forward
in faith, knowing that God would take care of
them and never abandon them, always provid-
ing for them and loving them. Their choices
came because of many years of being devout
followers of God, of learning His ways, of read-
ing His word. I contend, then, that no choice is
made in a vacuum. It comes as the after effect
of everything that has preceded it.

When I lived in Atlanta, I attended the
First Methodist Church of Marietta, and the
amazing pastor was a man named Charles Sin-
eath. Repeatedly, his actions showed him to
be a godly man who put the Lord first, before
everything. He and his wife Ann had a grown
children, a daughter, and a son. One Saturday,
his son killed himself. I will never forget seeing
him in church the very next morning, praising
God through his tears and raising his hands to
the song refrain, “He gives and takes away, He
gives and takes away, My heart will choose to
say, Blessed be the Lord.” I have leaned on
that song for years, and I chose it for Jack’s
memorial service specifically to remind myself
that believing in God-- trusting Him to supply all
my needs, knowing that He will never desert or
abandon me—is a conscious and purposeful
choice I make every single day of my life.
Charles Sineath’s example of faith-in-action
that Sunday morning after the tragic death of
his son, is not only the reason I love and gain
strength from that song, but also the reason I
was in church raising my hands to glorify God
the morning after Jack died. I wanted my pres-
ence to say, “See, I still love the Lord my God
with all my heart and soul and strength, even if
He chose to take away the man I love. I refuse
to turn away from Him or to be angry with Him.
He is my rock, my fortress, my strength, my
stronghold.”

There is another godly man who in-
spires me constantly and he, too, made a
choice based on all his years of learning about
and worshipping the Lord. This man is Joe
Schmidt, and he has come back from a debili-

tating stroke that left him unable to talk or to
read, among many other things. He chose,
instantly, to fight, to climb up, to do whatever it
took to reclaim his former abilities. His pre-
cious wife Martha also immediately chose to
guide him, to teach him, to cheer him on, to
drive him wherever he needed to go for thera-
py, to love and support and encourage him.
These two people had a choice. They could
have sat in their home, isolated and feeling sor-
ry for themselves thinking about what was, or
they could choose to do the amazingly strenu-
ous work that has taken years to get Joe where
he is today. Thank God they made the second
choice, which was a result of decades of
church membership, of Bible studies and pray-
er groups, of loving and serving God through
Jesus!

We all will have countless choices this
Christmas and into the new year. Who will we
show God’s love to? Who will we invite to
church? Who will we be patient with? Who will
we spend time with? Let’s make sure our
choices reflect who we are and what we be-
lieve. Let’s make sure they are wise and the
end product of years of righteousness and ser-
vice and love for God, through Jesus.

Then he proceeded to tell
her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the
power of the Lord Most
High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to
be born will be called
the Son of God.”

Luke 1:35
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YOUTH GROUP Location: Loft on Sundays @5 PM The group is middle and high
school combined. Contact Bekah Wilson @ bekah@sjpcjax.org for more infor-
mation.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Location: Fellowship Hall on the first Monday of the
month @10 AM This class is studying 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Living Faithfully in
View of Christ’s Coming developed by John MacArthur. Contact Diane McFad-
den @ bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

TUESDAY MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST Location: Fellowship Hall on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesday of the month @6 AM Contact John Otterson @ otterpjk@att.net
for more information.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S GROUP Location: Maple Street Biscuit Company on
Wednesdays @6 AM This group is studying Major Lessons from the Minor Proph-
ets. Contact Trip Stanly @ wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

STEPHEN MINISTRIES Location: Kirk
House on Thursdays @6 PM Contact
Lynne Turpin @ laturp@bellsouth.net for
more information.

MOM’S GROUP Location: Fellowship Hall Thursdays @9 AM Contact Pamela
Smith @ barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin @ lmclaugh-
lin7@yahoo.com for more information.

Sma l l G r o u p s
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MEN’S CLASS
Location: Session Room This class is studying the Gospel of John. Contact Bill

Mentz @ wmmentz@gmail.com for more information.

WOMEN'S CLASS
Location: Purple Door Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head, by

Jennie Allen. Contact Mashell Lingle @ mlingle3@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS
Location: Adult Bible study room in Kindergarten This class is studying Genesis.
Contact Jim Nolan @ james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic @ cur-

ry@pajcic.com for more information.

KIRK HOUSE CLASS
Location: Kirk House and on Zoom This class is studying Bible Prophecy and Je-

sus: What the Prophets Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/Taught,
How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Specifically/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi

Hunger @ wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CLASS
Location: Chapel This class is studying The Epistle of Paul, written to all the

Christians at Philippi and to all believers everywhere. A message to Be Joyful in
Christ. Contact Diane McFadden @ bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

LITTLE FLOCK CLASS
Location: New Nursery Pre-K through 1st and 2nd through 5th Contact Mollie

Lackey @ mollie@sjpcjax.org for more information.

YOUTH CLASS
Location: Loft Contact Bekah Wilson @ bekah@sjpcjax.org for more information.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
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If you have a birthday or prayer request that you would like

to add to the newsletter, please email the church office at

sjpc@sjpcjax.org.

-SUE CULPEPPER
-DORIS CASS

-AIREN WALKER
-VIRGINIA STAATS

-MARYLEA RUSSELL
-RUTH LAVENDER

-LIZ MCKEAN
-MARY SAMFORD

-POLLY ANN ANDERSON
-FRAN MILES

-JUDY DAILEY
-KATIE MARPLE

-WAYNE HOLLAWAY
-MAL MAY

-GAYLE TOLBERT
-GINNY WHITNER

-SHIRLEY DOUGLAS
-LIZ KEATING

Carol Abraham 12/01

Tiffany Wintz 12/01

Ashley Helmick 12/02

Leighton Austin 12/04

Melvin Lewis 12/05

Catie Collier 12/07

Agnes Hughes 12/08

Elizabeth Smithwick 12/09

Sarah Duggan 12/10

Marc Brannon 12/13

Summer Brunelle 12/15

Paul Grant 12/15

Ashton Hanigan 12/15

Kate Stanly 12/15

Kirk Reed 12/16

Lauren Fant 12/17

Susie Collier 12/18

Tim Kerr 12/19

Gai Gai Quarterman 12/20

Larissa Harris 12/21

Melinda Hyde 12/21

Miriam O'Hagan 12/21

Tom Gunn 12/22

Sue Barry 12/24

Jeff Burke 12/25

Maxine Kelley 12/26

Ellie Crisp 12/27

Pamela Grant 12/27

Ruth Lavender 12/27

Tim Wintz 12/28

Charlotte Smith 12/29

John Alexander 12/31

December Birthdays

Prayer Requests
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With Bekah Wilson

This past month with the youth

was an exciting one! From starting

out the month with an epic photo
scavenger hunt around town, to end-
ing the month with a hilarious west-
ern “cattle auction” fundraiser, there
was definitely no shortage of silliness
and fun.

Our D-Life Photo Scavenger
Hunt brought in around twenty-five
energetic students. With go-pros in
hand and masks on their faces, our
students and chaperones had a blast
rushing through Riverside, Memorial,
and Boone Park as well as the Avon-
dale Shops on a quest to record as
much silliness as possible before the
clock ran out.

For our D-Life “Cattle Auction”
fundraiser, we had our enthusiastic
student Cross Thomas act as our
western cattle auctioneer. Cross
brought his A-game, sporting a thick
country accent and a cowboy hat to
accurately depict a true cattle auc-
tioneer. Our event also featured
the special guests John and Patty
Otterson, who brought the western
style and fun by coming decked out in
full western attire, bringing along a

western dance to share for our en-
tertainment. Overall with Cross’s
speedy selling, John and Patty Ot-
terson’s lovely showcasing, and our
enthusiastic cowboys and cowgirls
helped to raise over $200 for Abra-
ham Joseph’s Haiti orphanage.

More than just a fun, action-
packed month, this month has
been one full of learning and
growth. Our smaller, more in-
depth Sunday School lessons on the
book of Philippians, along with our
Tuesday night High School Bible
Studies with Pastor Jon on the
history of the modern-day church,
our bible studies helped to show
just how many strong young lead-
ers we have on the rise.
These students not only have
shared their strong desire to learn
the word of God and the history of
His people, but have also been ap-
plying it to their lives by their ser-
vice to the church and their
schools.

This month with the youth
has been a great one, and we are
looking forward to another excit-
ing month to come.
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YouthCattle

Auction

FUNDRAISER FOR HAITI

AMOUNT Raised:

$244.50



11

St. Johns has partnered with Rev.

Abraham Joseph and his ministry

SIDEBAR SUBTITLE TEXT

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for Me.' "

MATTHEW 25:40, NIV

St. Johns was able to raise $7,500 for Rev. Abraham Joseph and his ministry in Haiti.

Thank you all for your generosity and compassion. Rev. Joseph has confirmed receiving our do-

nation and has extended his gratitude for this blessing. We ask that you continue to pray for

Rev. Joseph, his mission, and his people as we go into 2021.
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