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The Gospel 
Saves You

Week 2
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Start
Welcome back to this small-group discussion of The Explicit Gospel.

What struck you as new or interesting in week 1 of the workbook?

Take a few minutes to discuss the gospel’s role in salvation. What are we saved from?  
How is salvation possible? How do we access salvation?

How can we tell whether our growth in holiness is founded on God’s grace (the gospel)  
or on our own efforts? What are the symptoms of both?

At the end of the previous group experience, you identified one action you could take to gain 
a better understanding and practice of the gospel. If you are comfortable doing so, share 
whether you were able to take that action and anything you experienced as a result.

To prepare to view the DVD segment, read aloud Psalm 19:7-10:

The instruction of the Lord is perfect, 
renewing one’s life; 

the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, 
making the inexperienced wise. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
making the heart glad; 

the command of the Lord is radiant, 
making the eyes light up. 

The fear of the Lord is pure, 
enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are reliable 
and altogether righteous. 

They are more desirable than gold— 
than an abundance of pure gold; 

and sweeter than honey, 
which comes from the honeycomb.
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Watch
Complete the viewer guide below as you view DVD session 2.

All of the ills that befall mankind are symptoms of a greater          .

All human beings are guilty of three things:

 1. All of us prefer          to the Creator.

 2. We think we’re          than God. 

 3. We’ve all failed to              Him.

If you could      yourself, you would still be guilty of failing to acknowledge     .

You are in desperate need of someone who does not     , to     .

Through the law no one will stand              before God.

You went from having no righteousness of your own to getting the righteousness  
of      Himself.

You didn’t justify         . You were justified.

You are, without any ability to argue your cause,         .

We have lost a       of God.

We will give an          to God.

It’s a righteousness that is given to you in               .

Video sessions available for purchase at lifeway.com/explicitgospel
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Respond
Discuss the DVD segment with your group, using the questions below.

What did you like best about the DVD segment? Why?

Matt identified three things that are ultimately wrong with us as human beings: We prefer 
creation to the Creator, we believe we’re smarter than God, and we fail to acknowledge  
Him. Which of these flaws is most prevalent in today’s culture? Which has affected your  
life the most?

What does it mean to have a healthy fear of God?

What step can you take this week to let go of your self-righteousness and take hold of the 
true righteousness that has been offered to you by Christ? Again, if you’re comfortable, share 
this step with the group.

Conclude the group discussion with a time of prayer and confession before God. Whether 
you prefer to pray silently or aloud, speak with God about your flaws: the ways you’ve valued 
creation over Him, believed yourself to be smarter than He, and failed to acknowledge Him. 
Ask God to grant you a healthy fear of Him along with the righteousness He’s already offered.

Suggested Scripture memory for this week: ROMANS 3:20

No one will be justified in His sight by the works of the law, because the knowledge of sin 
comes through the law.

Read week 2 and complete the activities before the next group experience.


