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When was the last 
time you didn’t feel 

like believing the 
gospel?

Times like those  
are never far  

from our minds.

The Gospel 
Holds You  
to the End
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What was happening? Were you in physical pain? Emotional turmoil? Circumstances mounting against 

you like waves crashing onto a boat?

These times bring to the surface just how shallow our faith is. Despite what we might say in Sunday 

School classes, most of us still hold on to the idea that if we have a consistent quiet time and avoid 

sin, God is going to make our lives easy.

When He doesn’t, we feel betrayed and wonder whether the truth of Scripture is really true at all. 

Thank God that our perseverance in faith is not up to us, because there are many days when we  

don’t feel like believing.

We persevere in our faith not because of our own power to believe but because the gospel holds us  

to the end.

 WEEK 5

The Gospel 
Holds You  
to the End
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5.1

Don’t Fall 
Away

There are some well-worn statements in churches that have a kernel of truth in them but have 
been hijacked for wicked purposes. Take, for example, the statement “Once saved, always saved.”

Have you ever heard this statement? What were the circumstances?

What do you think the statement means?

Is it true?

I’m sure the first person who said this meant it for good. He or she probably wanted to help 
people live in confidence, knowing if you’ve truly been saved from God’s wrath and the just 
punishment for your sin, you will always be saved. Your bad choices won’t make you lose what 
Christ bought for you at the cross.

To put it another way, you can’t outsin grace.

But over the years people have looked at statements like this and concluded that once they’ve 
been saved, their behavior has no relevance for the Christian life. Because they’ve walked an 
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aisle, prayed a prayer, and been baptized, they can live in whatever way they want. Truth is, 
they might not even believe in Jesus anymore, but they’ve got the salvation issue taken care  
of just in case.

Read Jude 3-4. In your own words, what were the men doing who are described  
in verse 4?

Do you think these men thought of themselves as saved?

What is the warning for us in this passage?

The Bible is incredibly realistic about self-deception. Paul explicitly wrote in 2 Corinthians 13:5 
to “test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine yourselves. Or do you yourselves not 
recognize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless you fail the test.” Another terrifying text about 
self-deception comes in Matthew 7.

Read Matthew 7:21-23. Why were those described in this passage so surprised?

What emotion do you think Jesus meant to inspire with this teaching?

There is a real possibility that we might be hoping in the wrong thing. We might be masquerading 
as people of faith, only to come to the horrifying realization that we haven’t been radically and 
dramatically seized by the gospel. The people in this passage certainly weren’t.

So does God want us to live constantly looking over our shoulders, evaluating everything  
we do to make sure we really believe?
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Not necessarily. If we want to take seriously the commands of Scripture, though, we need to 
take seriously the warning here, as well as the command to test the validity of our faith. Part 
of that testing involves honestly determining whether the gospel is maturing us to do good and 
to grow in holiness. If it’s not, we’d better soberly consider whether we really believe in Jesus. 
As James said in James 2:26, “Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works is dead.” So test yourself. Look at your life. Are you using the gospel to allow yourself  
to sin? May it never be so.

Examine your life. Is the gospel producing spiritual maturity and the fruit of good works 
in your life?

Is there any area of your life in which you’re allowing yourself to persist in sin?

In doing this testing, we’ve got to be careful. No doubt the gospel produces in us good works, 
but those works must be driven by genuine faith. That’s a key difference, because the people  
of Matthew 7 held up their own good works to Jesus: “Look here! There’s got to be some 
mistake. Look at all the good stuff we’ve done in Your name!” Apparently that’s not enough.

Lots of people do good things. Lots of lost people do good things. The road to destruction is 
packed with them. But the narrow road is marked by faith. Spiritual progress on that road  
is marked by a growing confidence in Christ’s finished work for us, not a growing confidence  
in our work for Him.

Don’t fall away. Renew your confidence in the gospel today—not in yourself and your good works.

PRAY, RENEWING YOUR CONFIDENCE IN THE GOSPEL. THANK GOD FOR THE FINISHED 
WORK OF CHRIST THAT IS AT WORK IN YOU.
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5.2

God Works 
In; We  

Work Out
It’s easy for us to begin trusting in our good works to merit favor before God. Maybe it’s so easy 
because virtually every other area of life works like that. We advance in business through our 
productivity. We advance in relationships through our networking skills. Even in parenting, 
though we say our love is unconditional, we often base our love for our kids on whether they 
keep the bathroom clean and their beds made.

In terms of spiritual maturity and perseverance, though, we must trust in the work of God 
rather than our work. Paul demonstrated what this kind of trust looks like in two key passages 
in the Book of Philippians.

Read Philippians 1:6, a verse you studied in week 1. What was Paul confident  
of in the case of the Philippian believers?

What was the reason for his confidence?
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How does Paul’s confidence relate to the good works of the Philippians?

The Philippians were good at doing good. They were, in fact, some of Paul’s favorite people.  
But how did he know they would persevere in belief? How did he know someday, because  
of external pressure or internal doubt, they wouldn’t stop believing in the gospel?

It wasn’t because of all the good stuff they did. It was because God had started a good work  
in them. And God always finishes what He starts.

That is a key difference. The good works of the Philippians and of all Christians are the natural 
progression of God’s work through the gospel. Remember Paul’s famous verses about the scope 
of salvation in Ephesians 2:8-10? We are saved by grace through faith to do good works. You 
can’t chop off one of those parts. They go together.

For Christians, good works don’t merit God’s favor; they demonstrate the salvation Christ won 
for us at Calvary. They aren’t the means of acceptance; they are the natural result of acceptance.

Paul delved into the relationship between these things in Philippians 2.

Read Philippians 2:12. What do you think it means to work out your salvation?

Why must this be done with fear and trembling?
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The verb tenses in this verse indicate working at something continuously and unceasingly until 
it is accomplished. So don’t make the mistake of thinking you don’t work hard as a Christian. 
You do. But you work hard in the gospel. That’s where verse 13 comes in.

Now read Philippians 2:13. What is the relationship between verses 12 and 13?

Why is it important to read these two verses together?

Taken alone, verse 12 could easily create a bootstraps mentality in us, whereby we pull ourselves 
up and constantly work for a perpetually unsatisfied slave master. We work tirelessly and 
unceasingly, only to get up the next day and work more.

Taken alone, verse 13 could easily create in us a spiritual lethargy whereby we simply sit back, 
let go, and let God. No effort required. We are passive bystanders to Christianity, inanimate 
objects waiting to be moved by divine hands.

When these verses are taken together, though, we find that both God and we are working.

Reread Philippians 2:12-13 in conjunction with each other. What’s the difference 
between our work and God’s work?
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Again, our work and God’s work aren’t the same kind. God’s work is the conforming. The 
transforming. The changing. The prying of those white-knuckled fingers from around our 
hearts. Our work? Our work is in the arena of faith.

We are to work hard, but we are to work hard at believing. Believing that God is at work in  
us. That He can conform us through the Holy Spirit to the image of Christ. That He has freed  
us from being slaves to sin.

What are some ways God is working in your life?

What are some ways you’re working out the implications of the gospel in your life?

God works in, and we work out.

WORK HARD AT BELIEVING IN GOD’S WORK IN YOU TODAY. IN PRAYER EMBRACE  
THE WORK OF GOD IN YOUR HEART.
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5.3

Suffering 
According 

to the 
Gospel

We’ve seen that our good works tempt us to abandon our hope in the gospel. But there are other 
things in life that might tempt us to fall away. One avenue for potential pitfalls is suffering.

People get cancer. They have car accidents. They lose jobs and homes. Bad things happen. It’s 
because of sin that all this stuff occurs. And because we live in a world broken by sin, none  
of us are immune. The fact that we’re not immune is actually one of the things that link us 
together. Suffering, in one form or another, is common to the whole human experience. The 
question, then, is not whether you will suffer. The question is what happens when you suffer.

Read Job 1:8-11. What did Satan argue Job’s faithfulness to God depended on?
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Read Job 2:1-5. What did Satan claim Job’s continued faithfulness to God depended 
on?

Do you see the crux of Satan’s argument? He simply couldn’t imagine that someone’s faithfulness 
to God depended on something other than circumstances. If circumstances are good, worship 
goes up. If circumstances are bad, worship goes down or is abandoned. And there is a certain 
element of truth in that argument.

There’s nothing like suffering to reveal what you truly value. Words are cheap. Anyone can 
worship when there’s plenty of money in the bank, health is good, and children are behaving. 
But suffering is the fire that burns away the fluff. Suffering reveals the authenticity of what  
we claim to believe. For that reason, one of two things happens during trials: either a person  
is pushed away from God, or a person is pushed deeper into God and the gospel.

Read the reaction of Job’s wife to suffering in Job 1:9. Compare that to Job’s response 
in Job 1:20-22. What differences do you see?

What are some common ways you respond to trials in your life?

Job didn’t deny his sadness. He didn’t claim the events surrounding him weren’t tragic. Yet 
neither did he cease in his worship of and faithfulness to God. His wife, on the other hand, was 
ready to call the whole thing off: “Curse God and die!” she said. We don’t know what happened 
to her in the end. But the remainder of the Book of Job records Job’s response at a deeper level.

Job asked hard questions. He sought justice from the Lord. He refused to settle for the simple, 
trite explanations of his friends, who argued that Job was being paid back for sin he had 
committed. He stubbornly held on to his belief that there was some divine intentionality behind 
his suffering. But here’s an interesting thing about Job’s search for answers: he never got them.

Yet Job got something better. The last portion of the Book of Job records that God answered 
Job out of the whirlwind. We never once find God answering Job’s questions, but we find Him 
revealing Himself—His power, His creativity, and His wisdom.
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Why do you think God didn’t answer Job’s questions?

How do you think God’s revelation of Himself to Job relates to the gospel?

Job thought he needed answers, but what he needed much more was a reminder of who God 
was and is. The same holds true for us. During times of intense suffering, we might think we 
need answers. We might think we need justice. We might think we even need to be paid back 
for what we think God has taken from us. We don’t. More than anything else, we need the gospel.

What answers did you want from God during times when you have suffered?

What did God give you? Was it answers or something else?

Without the gospel living and working in us, we would surely abandon our belief in God during 
times of intense sadness and pain. Those are the times when our will runs out. But thankfully, 
God’s grace does not. He still holds on to us even when we don’t think we can hold on to Him 
any longer.

Not only that, but the gospel assures us that God loves us. Purely and completely. No matter 
what our circumstances might be, we can rest in the historically proven love of God in the 
gospel. In this way the gospel keeps, encourages, and upholds us during our worst days.

PRAY AS YOU RECALL SOME OF THE WORST DAYS IN YOUR LIFE. BE ENCOURAGED  
IN THE GOSPEL TODAY AS YOU’RE REMINDED THAT GOD IS FOR YOU.
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5.4

What 
Do You  

Treasure?
One of God’s good, gospel-centered purposes in suffering is to reveal in us the things we really 
treasure. We can fool ourselves into thinking we value Jesus above all else until some of those 
other things are taken away. At that moment, though, we learn the truth. It’s an important 
truth, because it’s both for our good and God’s glory that we value Jesus supremely.

Read Matthew 13:44-46. Why did Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven to a treasure 
and a priceless pearl?

What implications do the actions of the people in these parables have for us today?
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Sometimes we treat the gospel of the kingdom not so much like a priceless pearl but like a 
cubic-zirconium diamond. It sparkles, sure, and it completes the outfit, but we wouldn’t be 
brokenhearted if we lost it because we know deep down that it’s not really very valuable.

Jesus didn’t die for a cubic zirconium. He died for the greatest cause in the universe—the glory 
of God. Let me repeat that: Jesus died for the glory of God.

Do you believe Jesus died for the glory of God?

Does that mean He didn’t die for you? Why or why not?

From beginning to end, the Scriptures reveal that the foremost desire of God’s heart is not our 
salvation but the glory of His name. God’s glory drives the universe; it’s why everything exists. 
This world doesn’t exist, spinning and sailing in the universe, so that you and I can be saved  
but so that God can be glorified in His infinite perfections.

Read the following verses. Record what each one identifies as the means to glorify God.

Exodus 14:14

2 Samuel 7:23

Psalm 106:8

John 7:18

John 12:27-28

1 Corinthians 10:31

Ephesians 1:3-6

2 Thessalonians 1:9-10
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You might say this is prooftexting, but this is just the tip of the iceberg. It’s found throughout 
the Bible. That’s why the Reformers championed soli deo gloria (glory to God alone). The Bible 
shouts it from every hilltop and rooftop and into every crook and crevice! The glory of God is 
God’s vision and His plan for seeing it fulfilled. Habakkuk 2:14 promises that “the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord’s glory, as the waters cover the sea.” God’s glory is 
supreme in the Bible because God’s plan is for it to be supreme everywhere in the world.

God is always, consistently, and unfailingly acting in His own interests. He’s all about His glory. 
So where do we fit into the picture? The very fact that we object to God’s pursuit of His own 
glory reveals just how self-centered and limited we are. We have a problem with that because 
we fail to see how wonderful, beautiful, and valuable God’s glory actually is.

Opening our eyes wider and wider to the beauty of God in the gospel is part of the gospel’s 
work in us. As God works in us, our capacity to see His greatness increases.

Read Ephesians 1:17-19. How do you see Paul praying for God to increase the people’s 
capacity to know, enjoy, and glorify God?

Have you ever prayed a prayer like that? What were the circumstances?

Perhaps today, in all honesty, you can’t say you love God above all things. But maybe you want 
to love God above all things. That desire is evidence of God’s work in you. The great news is  
that God is faithful to enlarge your capacity to treasure Him as He continues to work in you.

He does this by revealing more and more of His greatness, and as He does, He weans you off the 
menial, temporary pleasures of this world. That’s ultimately the way you say no to sin. Because 
you’ve seen the greatness of God, you know He is better than anything the world has to offer.

By keeping us to the end, the gospel brings us to greater and greater joy, not in the things of the 
earth but in God Himself.

PRAY EPHESIANS 1:17-19 FOR YOURSELF TODAY.
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5.5

Justice Is 
Coming

The gospel holds us to the end. We’re held by grace through the temptations of materialism 
and sin, as well as through trials and hardship. If left to ourselves, no doubt we would abandon 
ship at the first sign of trouble. But the gospel changes the core of who we are. To deny the faith, 
then, is also to deny who we have become in Christ.

God is holding us in the gospel. We’ll persevere through this world and all its brokenness  
and futile attempts at satisfaction, not because of our own strength but because of God’s  
commitment and power to finish in us what He started.

If we understand, then, that there is a destination toward which we are headed, that all of this  
is actually going somewhere, we can be empowered not only to persevere but also to work for  
the extension of the gospel and the glory of God in the meantime.

Read Matthew 4:17. What was the core of Jesus’ first teachings?

What, in your understanding, is the kingdom of heaven?
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How does Jesus’ coming relate to the kingdom of heaven?

In the Old Testament God’s purpose of choosing the nation of Israel as a people for Himself, 
calling them out of pagan tribes, and giving them laws for every area of society was to separate 
them and show a distinction between Israel and the other nations. God did this not so that 
Israel would be isolated but so that, as they submitted to His laws, they would demonstrate 
how He intends the world to function.

How did the Israelites do? How well did they pull this off? They stank at it. The Old Testament 
chronicles their perfecting the art of failure. As they failed time and time again, the prophets 
among them looked forward to the day when Israel, God’s chosen people, would return to their 
land, repent of their sin, and live according to God’s will. In this way Israel was meant to be a 
light to the nations.

This is important to note: God’s people weren’t meant to escape the world. God is looking 
forward to a new heaven and new earth, where everything that has been broken by sin actually 
works as it’s supposed to.

Read Luke 4:16-19. In quoting this passage, what did Jesus demonstrate His mission  
to be about?

Jesus’ miraculous deeds demonstrate His healing of a broken world, revealing that the gospel 
of the kingdom includes the eradication of disease, the end of death, and the inauguration of a 
new order. That’s what it’s going to be like, partially realized in Jesus’ first coming, fully realized 
when He returns.

If you believe in the new heaven and new earth God is creating, how does that change 
the way you live today?



119

How does it affect the way you interact with the brokenness of the world?

What are some situations around you that cry out for the light of the gospel?

Read Romans 12:9-21. In one sentence, what was Paul’s exhortation in this passage?

How would a belief in the new heaven and new earth fuel the kinds of actions Paul 
prescribed here?

When we know that justice is coming, that God will set all things right, it means we can be 
confident in our advocate. We don’t have to wring our hands when the wicked prosper. We  
can endure false accusation and ill treatment. At the same time, we don’t act as if it’s all OK.  
We take a stand against evil, but we do so confidently, knowing God is taking notice.

We can wholly love and cling to what is good because we know that justice is coming. The 
gospel reminds us that God is creating a new earth without the presence of sin. Because He  
is, we endure, and we endure in faith. We work for the kingdom now while looking forward  
to the consummation of the kingdom in the future.

PRAY TODAY FOR STRENGTH TO ENDURE. THANK GOD FOR THE CONFIDENCE THAT  
HE IS MAKING ALL THINGS NEW.


