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Do the Bible’s teachings 
on the end of time 

have anything to do 
with the way we live?

Indeed, the gospel 
sheds the light of joy  

and hope on every 
dimension of life.

The Gospel 
Consummation
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Most of us tend to gravitate toward one of two extremes when thinking about the end times. The first 

extreme is one of intense focus. From the guy who produces newsletters in his garage about obscure 

fulfillments of prophecy to the wild-eyed street preacher with a sandwich board reading, “The end is 

near,” there are many believers who passionately dissect every detail of Daniel, Revelation, and other 

prophetic books of the Bible with the expectation of unlocking mysterious secrets.

The second extreme is one of indifference, avoiding the topic of the end times altogether. We think 

apocalyptic and prophetic texts are strange, and we get tired of reading about babies being eaten 

by dragons, stars falling from the sky, and a third of the earth being wiped out. So we opt out of the 

discussion, claiming that only God knows and He will work it out in the end.

Both of these errors rob us of the gospel-centered approach to the end. From the vantage point  

of the gospel, the end times are meant to bring about joy and wonder, great expectation and hope  

as we glimpse the grandeur of God’s plan for the cosmos.

 WEEK 6

The Gospel 
Consummation
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The Cosmic 
Cross

You don’t have to be religious to look at the state of the world; conclude that something’s gone 
wrong; and ask, “How did we get here?” We broached that subject earlier in the study when  
we looked at Romans 8.

Read Romans 8:18-23. Record some insights this passage gives as to what has gone 
wrong in our world.

Compare that passage to Galatians 4:19 and 1 Thessalonians 5:3. How do these verses 
fit together?
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Nearly everyone has a plan to escape the violence that will accompany the end of time. Every 
religion has a proposed escape route. Political candidates have plenty of ideas. Talk-show hosts 
have lots of suggestions. Half of the books in bookstores are self-help books. The need for repair 
is ever pressing, and would-be repair manuals are easy to come by.

Paul, even as he revealed the brokenness of the world, revealed the fix. He said, “Creation waits 
with eager longing” (Rom. 8:19, ESV). There’s a desire, an expectation within creation that 
something is going to come that ends the wrong and puts things back together. Our fractured 
world is begging for redemption.

Paul compared that time to the pains of childbirth to indicate that something is being birthed 
from brokenness. Our bodies are groaning for redemption; likewise, all of creation cries out 
in the expectation that what went wrong will be set right. What is the fix? It is to be set free, to 
experience adoption, and to know redemption. And according to Romans 8, the world is crying 
out with us.

In what ways do you see our world groaning for redemption?

Read Matthew 27:45-54. Record the immediate effects of the crucifixion.

How do these events relate to the groaning of the world around us?

The cosmic scope of Christ’s crucifixion was revealed in the events surrounding it. The sky 
grew dark. The earth shook. The temple veil was torn in two. Graves popped open, and resur-
rected bodies danced down the streets of Jerusalem. Clearly, what Christ accomplished on the 
cross was bigger than our puny minds can fathom. The reaction of the natural order connected 
Christ’s death to a rift in the fabric of creation itself.
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Romans 8 gives us a dual perspective of the consequences of the fall: all creation groans in 
concert with you and me, and the cross is the means of being set free. We receive this double 
vision in Colossians 1 as well. In that passage Paul clearly talked about the nature of the gospel 
in regard to individuals.

Read Colossians 1:21-22. How are individual believers reconciled with God?

You and I were reconciled to God by Jesus Christ—specifically, by the cross and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, not by any work of our own. Reconciled by Christ, we’re no longer enemies with 
God. The personal relationship Adam and Eve enjoyed with Him has been restored. But Colos-
sians 1 also gives us a wide-angle view, from high above, of this restoration. It’s like zooming in 
on your house on Google Earth and then scanning back out to look at the western hemisphere.

Read Colossians 1:15-19. How does this passage describe the cosmic scope of God’s 
work in the gospel?

This isn’t you sitting on Jesus’ lap; it isn’t individualized. This is unimaginably cosmic. Jesus 
is the Creator of all things. He is the sustainer of all things. Everything is by Christ, through 
Christ, and for Christ, from human beings to elephants, from bioluminescent fish in a black 
cave in South America that no person has ever discovered to microbes underneath a glacier on 
a distant planet that no person ever will. Christ is Lord over it all. Colossians 1 wants us to see 
Christ’s lordship as very, very big. He is certainly not less than our personal Savior and Lord, 
but he is certainly fathoms, light years, and eons more than that.
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Why do you think it’s important for believers to realize the cosmic scope of the gospel?

To see the gospel consummation, we have to think bigger than ourselves. The idea, for instance, 
that “the Bible is God’s love letter to you” has a kernel of truth to it, but it also illustrates how 
easily we trade the centrality of God’s glory for the centrality of our need. Colossians 1:18 is a 
dagger in the heart of a human-centered gospel. Christ is the head; Christ is the beginning; 
Christ is the firstborn; Christ must be preeminent. The explicit gospel, then, magnifies God’s 
glory as it heralds the supremacy of His Son. The gospel of Colossians 1 is epic; it presents a 
cross that is cosmic.

The scope of Christ’s reconciling work on the cross spans the brokenness between man and 
God and the brokenness between earth and heaven. The cross is the linchpin in God’s plan  
to restore all creation.

That’s what we’re headed toward in the gospel.

PRAY TODAY FOR DELIVERANCE FROM A HUMAN-CENTERED GOSPEL. ASK GOD  
TO OPEN YOUR EYES AND HEART TO THE TRUE SCOPE OF WHAT HE IS DOING.
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6.2

A New Earth
At the time of this writing, the world has its gaze on Japan, where an earthquake rating of 8.9  
on the Richter scale and the ensuing tsunami have decimated hundreds of square miles and 
killed thousands of people. This tragedy is just the latest reminder that something is very 
wrong. What has happened in Japan is no different from what happens every day in places 
where weather kills the unprotected, children die of malaria, and doctors diagnose patients 
with cancer. These events prompt us to groan for deliverance as all creation eagerly awaits  
its liberation. That liberation is the promise of the gospel.

Read Isaiah 65:17. What is most encouraging to you about this verse?

Compare that passage to Revelation 21:1-2. What similar themes do you see?

Isaiah prompts us to look forward and envision the day when God will create a new heaven  
and new earth, and all the former things—pain, sorrow, difficulty, and rebellion—will no longer 
be remembered. John’s writing in Revelation 21 shows us that the goal of redemptive history is 
the restoration of fallen creation as a new heaven and new earth are ushered in.
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But here’s something worth noting. In Revelation 21 the Greek word for new is kainos, not neos. 
Kainos means new in nature or in quality, while neos means new in time or origin.

What significance does the word kainos have for the way you envision Revelation 21?

When this passage employs the phrase “new heaven and new earth,” it means a world renewed, 
not a world brand-new. Therefore, what we see in Scripture’s vision of the end of redemptive 
history is not an earth thrown in the trashcan, with its righteous inhabitants escaping to disem-
bodied bliss in the clouds. Rather, it’s a restored earth where creation has been reconciled to 
God. Looking carefully at Revelation 21, we see heaven meeting the new earth; heaven and earth 
collide into what is new (or renewed), and all things are made new on that new earth. What will 
that be like?

Do you have any thoughts or dreams as to what the new earth will be like?  
When you think of a renewed earth, what comes to mind?

Consider the most beautiful sunset you’ve ever seen. Even that, in all its spectacular beauty, is 
not what it was meant to be. That sunset, along with everything else, is broken and is therefore 
only a pale imitation of the sunsets that once were and the sunsets that one day will be. Can you 
imagine how amazing the sunsets will be over a restored earth? I don’t know if we can. Such a 
thought is beyond us, this side of heaven.
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But the Bible does tell us some wondrous things about the new earth.

Read the following passages. Beside each one, record the aspect of the new earth  
that it describes.

Isaiah 35:1

Isaiah 65:25

Amos 9:13

Habakkuk 2:14

Which aspect is most meaningful or exciting to you?

Think about it. Slow down and ponder it. If you know somewhere in the world that is renowned 
for its spectacular views, what you see there is nevertheless broken, and what is to come on the 
new earth is far beyond what you can fathom or imagine. The work God does in us through the 
power of the gospel of Jesus’ redemptive work is a glorious mystery, a matter of eternal interest 
to curious angels (see 1 Pet. 1:12). Is it any wonder that those who are redeemed must have a 
world to match the splendor of salvation?

Read 2 Peter 3:11-13. Is the fire described in this passage good news or bad news? 
Why?
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What is the purpose of that fire?

Because Jesus is making all things new (see Rev. 21:15) and because this passage in 2 Peter 3 tells 
us we are waiting for a new heaven and earth, we should not see the fire and dissolution Peter 
speaks of as annihilating creation but as refining it and remaking it. Think about the way a 
blacksmith heats a piece of metal to soften it before hammering it into shape.

How do you see God preparing you to dwell with Him in the new heaven and earth?

We who trust in Christ are counted righteous in Him; this is our justification. And we’re being 
made righteous through the Spirit’s sanctifying work in us so that we will be fit to occupy a 
sanctified creation. We’re declared God’s righteousness; Christ is our righteousness (see  
2 Cor. 5:21). Therefore, we’ll be fit for the land where righteousness dwells.

This is the ultimate fruit of gospel mission, and it’s undoubtedly what Jesus was praying  
for when He prayed for God’s kingdom to come in such a way that God’s will would be done 
perfectly on earth as it is done in heaven (see Matt. 6:10). Jesus Himself was the answer to this 
prayer, inaugurating the kingdom of God through His earthly ministry and testifying that 
people who placed their faith in Him alone would enjoy the blessing of the kingdom’s future 
consummation.

PRAY THROUGH SOME OF THE ASPECTS OF THE NEW CREATION DESCRIBED IN TODAY’S 
LESSON, GIVING THANKS FOR WHAT GOD IS DOING TO PREPARE YOU AND ALL 
BELIEVERS FOR YOUR ULTIMATE HOME.
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6.3

Resurrected 
Bodies

The thought of a new earth, a restored earth, is breathtaking. It’s arresting. But we can’t stop 
there. Some of us picture human existence in eternity as very ethereal. Everyone looks like  
a fat little cherub playing a harp, and they float around on clouds in slow motion.

So what will life in the consummated kingdom really be like? When God restores what was 
broken by the fall and delivers a new heaven and new earth, what will be the role of believers in 
Christ? There are many possibilities for conjecture; however, we can reasonably ascertain from 
Scripture that, along with God, we will reign and rule this new creation in resurrected bodies.

Read Romans 8:23. In what ways are you most conscious of your need for bodily 
redemption?

Children usually don’t know their bodies need redemption. Unless they get sick or fall down, 
they aren’t aware they’re growing up, only to gradually lose all their strength and vitality. We 
learn that as we get older. In fact, the point of the final chapter of Ecclesiastes is that our bodies 
wear out. It doesn’t matter how strong our spirits are; Ecclesiastes 12 says a day will come when 
we will get tired of being alive. Death came with the fall, and all of us are headed in that direc-
tion. It doesn’t matter how much spinach we eat, how much we exercise, or how wise our life 
choices are; we are going to die, and our bodies are going to give out.
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What kinds of lessons and truths might God reinforce in us through the decay  
of our bodies?

How should a Christian’s approach to bodily decay be different from a non-Christian’s?

How can times of sickness and physical pain be seen and used in a redemptive way?

Christians understand that our bodies wear out, because we’re waiting for bodies that don’t. 
These new bodies aren’t spiritual, ethereal ones. We are awaiting new physical bodies.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-58. What part of Paul’s description of the new body is most 
meaningful to you? Why?

Verses 35-46 suggest that no matter how impressive we make our bodies through a healthful 
diet, rigorous exercise, adequate sleep, and effective stress management, the body is just a seed, 
not the tree or the flower. Regardless of how strong we make our bodies, that power is fleeting.

In verses 47-49 Paul compared and contrasted the man of dust, Adam, with the Man of heaven, 
Jesus Christ. All of us, having been born of a woman, are born in the image of our first father, 
Adam. So like him, each one of us has preferred creation to the Creator, has believed that we’re 
smarter than God, and has failed to acknowledge Him. And if Christ delays His second coming, 
each one of us will die the death of Adam.
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Remember that there was no death until sin was introduced into the cosmos. When the fall 
occurred, death began to reign. You and I are going to die physically, and even if Christ returns 
before we do, we’re still going to need a replacement for our perishable bodies. We’ll need to put 
on an imperishable body, purchased for us by the Man of heaven. We’ll receive new bodies like 
Christ’s resurrection body. Then, whereas we once lived as broken images of God, at that time 
we’ll bear the image of Jesus, the perfect image of the invisible God. The brokenness present in 
each of us will be mended forever, and our eternal, princely bodies will replace our aging flesh.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. According to Paul, when will death no longer sting?

This text can be used shoddily at funerals. Just inches from an occupied casket, preachers 
shout, “Where is your sting, O death?” I always want to shout back, “It’s right there! There’s  
the sting!”

First Corinthians 15 tells us that death loses its sting when it’s swallowed up in victory and can 
no longer create mourning. It’s when we put on the imperishable. So at funerals we mourn, and 
we hurt; death stings, and there is real loss. This text, when rightly used at a funeral, should 
point us to the hope of the day when death won’t sting any longer.

In that day Christ’s victory over death will be tangible, palpable, and visceral. We’ll receive new 
bodies that are powered by the Spirit and capable of feats unimaginable by our present, dimly 
lit minds. We’ll be made fit to swim in God’s earth-covering glory. It’s likely that our resurrected 
bodies will be like Jesus’ resurrected body. His glorified body perhaps foreshadows ours.

Our resurrected bodies are another implication of the explicit gospel. For if God justifies us,  
He will glorify us as well (see Rom. 8:30). Count on it.

PRAY TODAY ABOUT YOUR PHYSICAL ACHES AND PAINS, PRAISING GOD THAT THEY 
REMIND YOU THAT THE IMPERISHABLE IS COMING SOON.
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6.4

Immanuel
The gospel consummation promises a restored earth—a creation functioning to its full capacity 
exactly how God designed it. The gospel consummation promises resurrected bodies—men 
and women functioning to their full capacity, exactly the way God designed them. But there’s 
something else in John’s great vision of the future.

Read Revelation 21:3-4. What is significant about the fact that “God’s dwelling  
is with humanity” (v. 3)?

What does that indicate about the nature of our relationship with God at the  
consummation of all things?

In these few simple words we find the profound destiny for all those Jesus has purchased with 
His blood. We find absolute and complete intimacy with God. In this is the fulfillment of every 
statement throughout Scripture that promises the fullness of joy in God’s presence (see, for 
example, Ps. 16:11).

The essence of eternal life is God Himself. Eternal joy can’t be viewed, much less experienced, 
apart from the very foundation of joy. That’s God.
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Read John 17:3. According to Jesus, what is eternal life?

Is that how you would have previously defined eternal life? Why or why not?

Revelation 21 contains the fulfillment of God’s mission, the mission that began when Adam and 
Eve decided a piece of fruit was better than a perfect relationship with the God of the cosmos. 
In Exodus 25 God instructed Moses to take up an offering from the people in order to construct  
a tabernacle. In verse 8 God’s desire was clear: “They are to make a sanctuary for Me so that  
I may dwell among them.”

The next four chapters in Exodus detail an elaborate set of instructions for building this  
sanctuary. The verses go to exhausting ends to make sure the proper materials were used,  
the measurements were just right, and those ministering there wore the right clothes.

Here’s the conclusion: God wants to dwell with His people, to be known by them, and to give 
them the great gift of knowing Him. But because of their sin, there are barriers to that relational 
intimacy. The gospel changes all that.

Read John 1:14. How does this text about Jesus relate to God’s desire in commanding 
Moses to build the tabernacle?

A little language study reveals that the words “took up residence” literally mean pitched His tent. 
It’s an allusion to God’s dwelling among the Israelites. It’s God saying, “You made a tent with a 
lot of curtains. But that was only meant to point you forward to this moment when I’m going to 
be with you bodily through My Son.” God took up residence among His people when the Word 
was made flesh.

Read Romans 5:1-2. What has Jesus’ death gained for us?
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How does that truth relate to the image of the tabernacle?

A long time ago access to God was severely limited. Only the high priest could go into God’s 
direct presence, and he could go only once a year. But now the gospel has provided access for 
all. All have the opportunity to be with God—to know Him and the fullness of joy that comes 
with Him. That’s what the gospel promises.

It’s great that on the new earth we won’t need tissues. Or pain medications. Or hearses. But  
this trumps all: on that day we will have God because He made us His treasured possession  
in the gospel.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:12. What is the difference between the way we know God  
now and the way we will know and experience Him then?

What do you think the implications will be for your relationship with Him?

This passage captures our imaginations. Consider how well God knows you now. He knows  
the number of hairs on your head. He has ordered your steps. He knit you together in your  
mother’s womb. He knows everything hidden in the secret places of your heart.

Now consider knowing God like that. This isn’t the stuff of a 15-minute quiet time. This is  
pure, undiluted glory. This is the promise of the gospel: to give us the most immense pleasure  
imaginable, to fully know God as He dwells with us.

THANK GOD FOR THE INCREDIBLE PRIVILEGE THAT AWAITS YOU. LOOK FORWARD  
TO THE DAY WHEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM WILL NO LONGER BE MARRED  
BY SIN AND YOU WILL DWELL IN HIS PRESENCE.
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6.5

A New Way 
to Live

The vision is epic; the consummation of the gospel includes all things in heaven and earth.  
As Paul said in Ephesians 1:10, God’s aim is “to bring everything together in the Messiah,  
both things in heaven and things on earth in Him.”

It should be clear by this point that the gospel doesn’t make you lazy. It pushes you out into a 
very specific way of living. We began this journey in 1 Corinthians 15, where Paul reminded us 
that the gospel is not just the means by which you are saved but also the center of all of life and 
creation. As we conclude our study by focusing on the end of all things, let’s turn back to Paul’s 
conclusion of 1 Corinthians 15.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:58. In your own words, what did Paul exhort the Corinthians  
to do?

Which part of his charge is currently most meaningful to you? Why?

The first word of this verse, therefore, points us back to what Paul expounded on earlier in the 
chapter. All of these great truths—this life is perishable, these bodies are seeds, and someday 
the corruptible will be clothed with incorruptibility and immortality—dramatically change  
the way we see and live in the world.
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Specifically, Paul exhorted Christians to “be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the 
Lord’s work.” We’re much more willing to serve, sacrifice, and endure discomfort because  
we know this broken life is momentary. We see this sentiment throughout Paul’s writings.

Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. How did Paul encourage his readers not to give up?

How does focusing on what is unseen motivate people to do the things Paul listed  
in 1 Corinthians 15:58?

Everyone views the world through a certain set of lenses, formed by our personal experiences. 
These lenses might color the world around us with cynicism, pain, or hope. But when we come 
to Christ, He enables us to see everything differently—through the lens of the gospel. Through 
the lens of the gospel, we focus on what is unseen, believing things aren’t always going to be 
this way.

What are some circumstances or conditions in your life that you look forward to leaving 
behind?

How is the gospel giving you hope to look at these things in a different way?
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When we see life in the here and now as momentary and our physical bodies as seeds that  
must die as a precursor to being raised with the risen Christ, the result is boldness for Jesus.  
A Christian doesn’t have to live with the fatalism or hedonism that results when we see our 
lives in terms of “This life is all there is, so I’ve got to maximize my pleasure, comfort, and joy 
right now. I need to experience all the life I can now.”

In short, when we are immersed in the gospel of Christ, we are willing to lose our lives because 
our focus is in a different place.

Read Mark 8:34-38. What happens to those who want to save their lives?

What happens to those who lose their lives?

What argument did Jesus make in verses 36-37 for losing your life for His sake?

The Bible clearly says the quickest way to lose your life is to try to save it, and the way to save 
your life is to lose it. But don’t miss this: losing your life for Jesus’ sake is only the first step. It’s 
the means to the end of saving your life. Sure, doing the things Paul commanded might look like 
loss if your focus is on the temporal. But if you begin to see the cosmic scope of the gospel, what 
God is up to through all of history, you begin to see that whatever you lose is paltry compared to 
what you gain.

You can move forward in the gospel. You can persevere in the gospel. You can pursue holiness 
in the gospel. And you can do so because you are focused on the unseen, looking forward to the 
consummation of all things under the headship of Christ.
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This is where you look in hope. This is what you pray for. This is what you long for when you 
grow weary of this broken world. This is why you yearn for Jesus’ coming. This is why John 
wrapped up his revelation by saying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20). You can practically hear 
his broken breathlessness.

The gospel is so much bigger than we’ve imagined. It’s huge. It’s not just about God’s forgiving 
us of sins and giving us eternal life. It’s also about what we’re being forgiven for and what 
eternal life is like. The Scriptures show us that Christ’s atoning work is good news for fallen 
creation. All of fallen creation. Through the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection,  
we know the gospel isn’t just of first importance (see 1 Cor. 15:3) but of all importance. It’s imper-
ative that the gospel we espouse and share takes the shape of the Scripture’s epic vision of God’s 
redemptive plan. It’s imperative that we embrace a gospel that is scaled to the glory of God.

How is your view of the gospel bigger now than when you began this study?

The gospel is good news. It’s great news. It’s central news. Preach the explicit gospel to yourself 
today. Then, when you wake up tomorrow, do it all over again.

PRAY TODAY, THANKING GOD FOR ALL HE IS DOING IN YOU AND IN THE UNIVERSE 
THROUGH HIS EXPLICIT GOSPEL.


