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Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 Af-
ter fasting forty days and forty nights, he was
hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, "If
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to be-
come bread." 4 Jesus answered, "It is written:
'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.' " 5

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had
him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6

"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw your-
self down. For it is written: "'He will command his
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up
in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.' " 7 Jesus answered him, "It is
also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.' " 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I will give
you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship
me." 10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan!
For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and
serve him only.' " 11 Then the devil left him, and
angels came and attended him. (NIV)

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February
17, 2021. Our modern-day practice of Lent is
from Jesus’s 40 day fast in the wilderness. (Lent
in practice today is actually 46 days because
the Sunday’s are not counted.) During the pro-
cess of the being in the wilderness and fasting,
Jesus was tempted by Satan. The first tempta-
tion is “If you are the Son of God, turn these
stones into bread.” The source of this tempta-
tion is hunger, but also pride. Jesus quotes the

words of Moses from Deuteronomy in His re-
sponse. Why did Moses say this to Israel and
why did Jesus repeat it? It was about humility
and obedience. Moses says in Deuteronomy,
“God humbled you and fed you in the wilder-
ness so that you would learn…” (Deuteronomy
8:3, JOT). Moses would explain that God al-
lowed the hunger and fed them manna from
heaven so that they would learn the genuine
source in life was not self-sufficient arrogance,
but a reliance upon God’s commands. Hu-
manity has been humbled by this pandemic,
because it has gotten the best of us. It has
challenged our supply chains, industries and so-
cial norms, and it has won…at least temporarily.
Most of all, it has challenged our arrogance
that we are in control of our destiny. Eventually,
we will regain our control through medical tech-
nology and “herd immunity.” Yet, we may not
learn the most important lesson of all is that we
cannot live by bread alone, but by every
word…. If you decided to fast this Lent, let it
lead you out of self-sufficient arrogance and
into an admission that you need to obey God’s
Word in your life.

The second temptation is simple, but at
the same time complicated. Satan takes Jesus
to the top of the temple and says, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down….” Jesus
again used part of the words of Moses found in
Deuteronomy: “do not put the Lord your God to
the test…as you did at Massah” (Deuteronomy
6:16, NIV). This reference takes us back to Exo-
dus after they had been set free from Egypt.
They were thirsty and they grumbled against
God and insulted Moses. They asked, why did
God bring them out of Egypt to die? Or “Is the
Lord with us or not?” Moses would name the
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place where this happened, Testing and Insult.
When we lose our trust in God it is easy to oper-
ate from fear and the bad behavior that can
result. Our reaction to fear is fight or flight.
Paul said to the Philippians, “Do everything
without grumbling or arguing, so that you may
become blameless and pure, ‘children of God
without fault in a warped and crooked gener-
ation.’ Then you will shine among them like
stars in the sky” (Philippians 2:14-15, NIV).
Through fasting we continue to build trust in
God’s care and overcome fear. Trusting God
with our circumstances is hard. Maybe we
need to fast from complaining and grumbling
for the 40 days of Lent, by responding to our
circumstances with gratitude, prayer, and ulti-
mately trusting our Lord to care for us.

The last temptation is the most obvious
for us. Satan says to Jesus, when he takes him
to a high mountain, “I will give you all this, if
you fall down and worship me.” Jesus re-
sponds by a positive restatement of Deuteron-
omy (you shall not worship and you shall not
serve): “Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only” (Deuteronomy 5:9). What do we truly
worship and serve? What are the other gods
of our lives that demand our service? We may
think that we do not have idols, but fasting
helps us to have clarity about what truly drives
us in our lives. This is why we give up something
we like for Lent. I could give up brussels sprouts
for Lent, but it would not be a challenge be-
cause I try to avoid them anyway! There are
plenty of gods of this world that demand our
attention: materialism, pleasure, desire, vanity,
power, etc. Our journey to follow Jesus is to
challenge these false gods and seek to wor-
ship the true and living God in Jesus Christ.
These gods promise us so much, but they only
lead us to despair and destruction. Do you
have an idol in your heart? As you go through
this Lent, I hope we all see the idols of our
hearts.

Lent is a journey through the wilderness
of temptation, into the hope and power of the
resurrection. This is an ancient tradition. The
name comes from Latin, meaning “to length-
en.” It is really intended to have a double

meaning: the light of each day was lengthen-
ing because it was spring in the northern hemi-
sphere and this was an image for lengthening
the light of Christ in our hearts as we moved
toward Easter. There is a certain beauty to
“lengthening” the light of Christ in our hearts
during Lent. This is our enduring hope and
strength for all of living. I ran across an old sto-
ry that was reported in McCall’s magazine in
January of 1986. A couple took a cruise from
Mexico to Hawaii in 1979. On the trip to Los
Angeles, John Peckham, a lawyer, and his
wife, Dottie, put a note into a bottle and
tossed it into the Pacific Ocean. Three years
and 9000 miles later, a Vietnamese refugee,
Nguyen Van Hoa, leaned down from a tiny,
crowded boat and plucked the bottle from
the South China Sea. He was amazed to find
a name and an address, a dollar for postage,
and the promise of a reward. "It gave me
hope," said Hoa, who had escaped from a
prison camp in Vietnam. Safe in a UN refugee
camp in Thailand, Hoa wrote the Peckhams.
You can imagine their surprise. It had been
over three years since the Peckhams had
tossed that bottle into the ocean! For two
more years they corresponded with each oth-
er. Hoa had married and had a son. Later the
Peckhams agreed to sponsor the emigration of
Hoa, now 31, and his family. In April of 1985,
the Hoa family arrived for an emotional meet-
ing with the Peckhams -- and a new life from
an old bottle. (As reported in McCalls, Jan,
1986, page 69.)

This is what I hope for us as we journey
through this pandemic, the wilderness of temp-
tation and the burden of our broken lives, that
our clay vessels with be filled with an undenia-
ble power of resurrection and hope. May God
allow us to reflect this power and hope
through all of our lives! Amen.

In Christ,
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In the last few years, and cer-
tainly in 2020, we have witnessed a
dramatic decrease in people showing
honor to others. Discipline in our public
schools is often a nightmare, with stu-
dents of all ages showing a lack of re-
spect for their teachers, bus drivers,
cafeteria workers, and custodians. It is
given as a primary reason for the high
rate of teacher burn-out. In the recent
riots at our nation’s Capitol, we were
stunned to see rioters squeezing police
officers in doors, bludgeoning them
with fire extinguishers, and backing
them up flights of stairs. Many of Amer-
ica’s national heroes and Founding Fa-
thers are now being slammed and la-
beled as racists, their names and stat-
ues disappearing from buildings and
parks.

The word honor is used right from
the very beginning of the Bible. When
God hands down the Ten Command-
ments to Moses, the fourth one given is
“Honor your father and mother, so that
you may live long and that it may go
well with you in the land the Lord your
God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12,
Deut. 5: 16). It is repeated in Ephesians
6: 1-3, as Paul talks about family struc-
ture: “Children, obey your parents in
the Lord, for this is right. Honor your fa-
ther and your mother—which is the first
commandment with a promise—that it
may go well with you and that you
may enjoy long life on the earth.” It all
starts in the family. Families in America,
as we are only too aware, are break-
ing apart and crumbling down. The
2020 statistics on divorce in America
are sobering. Every day in the U.S.
there are 2,400 divorces. The figures

tell us that there is a 45% chance that
first marriages will end in divorce. The
percentages greatly increase to 60%
for second and 73% for third marriages.

Many times, during and after a
divorce, parents say negative things
about the other parent to the children.
How are they supposed to honor a
parent who has been called all kinds
of names and whose faults are fre-
quently pointed out to them? When in
the haze of hurt and anger, parents fail
to function as adults, it can have dev-
astating results for the children who are
impressionable and confused. When I
needed to divorce my husband, my
sons were only 2, 4, and 6. A very wise
woman at my church gave me some
golden advice. She said, “Don’t be
the one who says negative things
about your former spouse to your chil-
dren. Let the other person be small.
You take the high road even if you
have to bite your tongue or turn away.
Children are like mutual funds: you
pay into them for years and years and
don’t see the rewards until much later.
Make sure you’re making positive de-
posits so that your sons can grow up
healthy and strong.” Sadly, this
doesn’t happen in divorced couples
nearly enough.

In Romans 12: 10-16, we’re told
“Be devoted to one another in broth-
erly love. Honor one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal,
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving
the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with
God’s people who are in need. Prac-
tice hospitality. Bless those who perse-
cute you; bless and do not curse. Re-

HONOR
WRITTEN BY LISA REINHARD
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St. Johns is excited to be partnering with Family Promise of Jacksonville for the
third year in a row! St. Johns is serving as a host church to families from January
31-February 7, 2021. Families will stay in the Loft and Kirk House. Our church will
host families again in April and in October 2021. Thank you to all the volunteers
and to everyone for their warm welcome and hospitality!

FAMILY PROMISE COORDINATORS:

Christine Hughes:
christinedhughes@gmail.com
Allison Stanly:
smithab@hotmail.com

joice with those who rejoice and
mourn with those who mourn. Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be
proud but be willing to associate with
people of low position. Do not be con-
ceited.” We didn’t see much of that
behavior on our TV screens during the
tumult of 2020. We saw anger and bel-
ligerence. We saw hatred spelled out
in signs and shouted back and forth
between groups of people. We saw
people taking advantage of discord
and chaos who began looting busi-
nesses and destroying buildings and
statues. Honor seems to be in short
supply in today’s world.

How do we as Christians begin
to turn it around? Prayer is our strong-
est tool. “If my people, who are called
by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14
Then there is our example. Our actions
will speak louder than our words. We
need to honor others everywhere we
go. We need to act in loving patient
ways, expect the best from others,
sprinkle our speech with respect, and

treat others with dignity. We need to
not rise to the bait of others’ argu-
ments, who will attempt only to drag us
in the mud and sully our witness to Je-
sus—hold our tongues, walk away, re-
fuse to engage in petty battles of
words that have no real value. We
don’t need to quote Scripture to them,
but rather live it. “Do not be over-
come with evil, but overcome evil with
good.” (Romans 12:21) We need to
sow the seeds of honor and respect,
and then, we need to trust God to be
God.

I discovered this verse last year,
and now have it on my refrigerator
and think on it often. “So humble your-
selves under the mighty power of God,
and at the right time, He will lift you up
in honor.” 1 Peter 5:6. I see its wisdom.
Be humble and honor God in every-
thing you do. Your reward will be that,
in due time—His timing—you will be lift-
ed up and, yes, honored. Because
you were willing to honor Him (and, I
think, His children), He will in turn honor
you. Humility comes first. Then honor.
I wish more Americans could get that
order right.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES, ALL CLASSES AT 10 AM

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS: Chapel This class is studying The Epistle of Paul, written to
all the Christians at Philippi and to all believers everywhere. A message to Be Joyful in Christ.
Contact Diane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

KIRK HOUSE CLASS: Kirk House This class is studying Bible Prophecy and Jesus: What the Proph-
ets Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy
Specifically/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi Hunger at wbirdh@comcast.net for more infor-
mation.

MEN’S CLASS: Session Room This class is studying Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at
wmmentz@gmail.com or John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS: Kindergarten Room 22 This class is studying Genesis. Contact Jim Nolan
at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more information.

WOMEN’S CLASS: Purple Door Room”/Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by
Jennie Allen. Contact Mashell Lingle at mlingle3@gmail.com for more information.

SMALL GROUPS

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: First Monday of
the month @ 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall
The group is reading A Woman God's Spirit
Can Guide: New Testament Women Help
You Make Today's Choices, by Alice
Mathews. The study discusses stories that
remind us doors open in surprising places
for women willing to say yes to God's lead-
ing. Contact Diane McFadden at
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST: Second and
fourth Tuesday of the month @ 7 AM in the
Fellowship Hall The men’s group meets eve-
ry second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net
for more information.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S GROUP: Every Wednesday @
6 AM at Maple Street in Murray Hill They are
studying “The Minor Prophets; Who Were Those
12 Guys?” Contact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP: Every Thursday @ 9-11 AM
in the Kirk House This group will begin A Wom-
an’s Walk with God by Elizabeth George. Con-
tact Pamela Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or
Lauren McLaughlin at lmclaugh-
lin7@yahoo.com for more information.

STEPHEN MINISTRIES TRAINING: Every Thursday @
6 PM in the Kirk House Contact Lynne Turpin at
laturp@bellsouth.net or (904) 699-8912 for more
information.
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YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday @ 10 am in the Loft

YOUTH GROUP
Every Sunday @ 5-7 pm in the Loft

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday @ 7-9 pm in the Loft

D-LIFE
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the Kirk House

WEDNESDAY HANGOUTS
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the Kirk House

#YOUTHNEWS with Bekah Wilson
This past month our youth had one of the most fun and entertaining events to
date – a D-Life Talent Show. A number of our talented and not so talented stu-
dents decided to show up and show us all what they’ve got – and boy did we love it!
From students who brought their adorable dogs to show off their tricks, various
comedy routines, not so musically inclined students playing not too wonderful
sounding instruments, and anything and everything in between, it truly was a
blast.
The night started out with the kids rolling up to an epic red carpet. With papa-
razzi waiting, the kids were followed with the flashing cameras as they walked
down the red carpet to the Hollywood themed photobooth. It was quite obvious
after their confident mini walks of fame that we had some real superstars in our
midst.
More than just our student superstars, our night hit an all-time high when our
guest celebrity chaperones, Patty Otterson, and dance partner, Christopher Crisp,
shared a wonderful country western dance with us. Executed with perfection, it
was a hard act to follow, but something about their charisma just encouraged the
kids to bring their A-game.
While everyone brought home a little gold trophy for a performance well done, I
think the greatest award was being able to witness the night itself, and we are so
excited for more wonderful nights like those to come.

Contact Bekah Wilson @ bekah@sjpcjax.org for more information.
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PRAYER
REQUESTS

-SUE CULPEPPER
-DORIS CASS

-AIREN WALKER
-VIRGINIA STAATS
-MARYLEA RUSSELL
-RUTH LAVENDER

-LIZ MCKEAN
-MARY SAMFORD

-POLLY ANN ANDERSON
-FRAN MILES
-JUDY DAILEY

-KATIE MARPLE
-WAYNE HOLLAWAY

-MAL MAY
-GAYLE TOLBERT
-GINNY WHITNER

-SHIRLEY DOUGLAS
-LIZ KEATING

If you have a birthday or a prayer re-
quest and you would like it to be in the

newsletter, please email
Brittany Harris at sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call

the office at (904)384-4501.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

PAMELA SMITH 2/02

AMY AUSTIN 2/03

KEVIN CRAINSHAW 2/05

JAN COOK 2/06

RICK BARRETT 2/07

STEPHANIE LOVELADY 2/09

JERRY AUSTIN 2/10

KEVIN COFRAN 2/12

BEN NASRALLAH 2/13

WALLY MESSER 2/14

LANE MONTGOMERY 2/14

TIM TURPIN 2/14

THAD DANSON 2/15

BELLA MELVIN 2/15

JIM MESING 2/16

BILL MENTZ 2/17

MATTHEW LOVELADY 2/18

BEN WACHHOLZ 2/18

GRACE MASSEY 2/19

KEN WHYRICK 2/19

TONY NASRALLAH 2/22

LEON BARRETT 2/23

MARGARET BARRETT 2/23

CARSON HARRIS 2/23

FRAN MILES 2/23

WALTER GRANT 2/25

MELODY MELVIN 2/25

OLIVIA NOLAN 2/25

LEXI LINGLE 2/27

BIZ WICKENDEN 2/27

SUE CULPEPPER 2/28

MASHELL LINGLE 2/28

CHELSEA TERHUNE 2/28


