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Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise
again." 24 Martha answered, "I know he will rise
again in the resurrection at the last day." 25 Je-
sus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by be-
lieving in me will never die. Do you believe
this?" 27 "Yes, Lord," she replied, "I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to
come into the world." (John 11:23-27 (NIV)

We are quickly approaching Easter, and
I think this Easter will be very meaningful. Think
about it just for a moment. The pandemic still
continues, and we have lost over 500,000 souls.
We can certainly debate the numbers and the
question “has the pandemic truly raised the
overall death rate?” I will let others figure that
out. Regardless of the numbers, the pandemic
has forced our society to confront the “D”
word, death. We avoid death and even ag-
ing. This impacts so many things in our society.
Dr. Atul Gawande, a surgeon and bestselling
author, states in his book entitled “Being Mor-
tal:” “Our reluctance to honestly examine the

experience of aging and dying has increased
the harm we inflict on people and denied the
basic comforts they most need. Lacking a co-
herent view of how people might live success-
fully to the end, we have allowed our fates to
be controlled by the imperatives of medicine,
technology, strangers.” (p. 9) This also impacts
our spiritual journey because we do not reckon
ourselves with the simple reality that the end is
coming. We need to prepare for it. Our
avoidance of this reality has increased our
sense of anxiety and fear. Since we never con-
template our end, we never are able to pro-
cess it in a meaningful manner. All of the noise
in our lives and society prevents us from hitting
the pause button to consider the most im-
portant things versus the unimportant things . (A
note of warning, if you are 30 something years
old or younger, you will find the last paragraph
terribly depressing and you may be tempted
not to go any further! Even some people older
than their 30’s may be tempted to give up at
this point! However, I would encourage you to
soldier on! :)

This Easter we can-
not avoid the “D” word.
It has framed an entire
year. We are fragile
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creatures of dust and we have seen how an
aggressive virus has shutdown industries and
supply chains. Yet, even as we approach the
end of the pandemic (the exact timing will be
elusive) we are still faced with the question,
“What about the possibility of our end?” This is
where Easter and resurrection are extremely
important. I will never forget Stacey Ore. With-
in a single year she had lost both her husband
and her son. It weighed heavily upon her as
you can imagine. She had a devoted daugh-
ter-in-law who was doing her best to help. The
daughter-in-law called me one morning and
said, “I think Stacey is having a heart attack
and she does not want me to call the rescue
squad!” I said, “Vicki, I don’t think we have a
choice. I will call them.” I was not asking per-
mission! The rescue squad came just in the
nick of time. Stacey’s heart stopped as they
loaded her into the ambulance and again on
the way to the hospital. They were able to re-
vive her. I would see her later that day in the
ICU. She said, “You know, Jon, they told me
that my heart stopped after they put me in the
ambulance. If that’s dying, then dying is easy!
It’s the living that’s hard!” I was all of 30 years
old, but I understood the burden she was car-
rying in her heart. Resurrection is the realization
that the burden we bear is heavy, but God’s
power is at work to lift the burden with the
hope of new life. Stacey would recover from
the heart attack and help her daughter-in-law,
Vicki, raise her grandson to adulthood.

The scripture at the beginning of this arti-
cle is interesting on several levels. It’s Jesus’s
conversation with Martha three days after the
death of her brother, Lazarus. It is a mystery
why Jesus waited and he had to bear the con-
sequences for the delay. Martha tells him,
“Lord, if you had been here my brother would
not have died .” (John 11:21) Jesus had en-
countered death before this moment, but the
person who had died was not someone close
to him. Yet, this death was personal for him
and I think this is where Jesus experienced the
grief of loss. He realized how painful death
was through looking into the faces of Mary
and Martha, and into the faces of the friends
that were gathered. The language indicates

that he had second thoughts about the deci-
sion to delay and was troubled in his spirit. This
culminates into the shortest verse in the entire
Bible: “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35) This was the
moment Jesus felt the weight of mortal grief.
When Hebrews says that Jesus is the high priest
“who can empathize in our weakness” it is a
reflection of Jesus weeping outside of Lazarus’s
tomb bearing the weight of his humanity.
Through this shortest verse in the Bible, we can
be assured that Jesus understands what we
are going through and the burdens that we
bear.

Resurrection does not mean that we
avoid our mortality. Easter invites us to realize
that though for the present time “we see
through a glass darkly” the day is coming
when we will see our Savior “face to face.” (1
Corinthians 13: 12). All of these things, the reali-
zation of our mortality, and the frailty of our hu-
manity can lead us to recognize that Jesus is
the resurrection and the life. More than that,
Jesus’s words to Lazarus are also for us: “Come
forth!” Come forth from the deadness of sins to
the new life serving our Lord.. Come forth from
the darkness of despair into the light of God’s
confident love. This is what I hope for us all this
Easter: We will hear Jesus saying to each of us
“Come forth and find the life I want to give
you!” Amen.

In Christ,
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March is known as the windy
month. The old saying is that March
comes in like a lion and out like a lamb.
It is, therefore, a changeable month; a
time of transition from winter to spring.

Like March, wind itself can cause
huge changes. Swirling in a tornado fun-
nel, it can lift off roofs, drive straws
through tree trunks, and carry debris
many miles away. It can plow through
whole blocks of houses and then sud-
denly lift up and skip just one before set-
ting again on its path of utter destruc-
tion. Driven by a hurricane, wind can
tear apart hotels, change beaches,
smash boats into houses, and uproot
large trees. Anyone who lived through
Irma can recall the power of wind to
change landscapes and lives.

The last year was so packed with
change, it nearly made our heads spin.
No longer was it usual or normal to go
shopping, out to eat, or see a movie or a
play. We elected a new President, and
the capitol building was attacked and
damaged by American citizens. Going
to school changed drastically as did ac-
complishing anything that had to do
with city government. Wearing masks
became a way of life.

In the midst of all this change and
turmoil, however, there stands our God
who never changes. He stays the
same—yesterday, today, and tomor-
row—and on Him we can rely and be
confident that we can base our lives on
His steady presence. In Malachi 3:6, we
read, “I the Lord do not change.” In He-
brews 7:21, it states, “The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind.” God has
made many promises to mankind. He
has vowed that He will never leave us

but, instead will walk beside us, whisper-
ing in our ears the way to go. He says,” I
will lead the blind by ways they have not
known, along unfamiliar paths I will
guide them; I will turn the darkness into
light before them and make the rough
places smooth. These are the things I will
do; I will not forsake them.” (Isaiah 42:
16) Farther in Isaiah, He says, “I will go
before you and will level the mountains, I
will break down gates of bronze and cut
through bars of iron. I will give you the
treasures of darkness, riches stored in se-
cret places, so that you may know that I
am the Lord, the God of Israel, who sum-
mons you by name.” (Isaiah 45: 2-3)

He is such a personal God, caring
for each of us as if we were the only per-
son on earth. I once heard a story
about a group of miners who were
trapped in a mine shaft. Everything the
rescuers tried failed to work. The miners
were so deep and were running out of
oxygen. A wealthy CEO from a distant
city heard of the miners’ plight and sent
an amazingly powerful piece of equip-
ment that was able to drill deep enough
to free the miners. By that time, howev-
er, all but one miner had died. It was
night when the one surviving miner was
finally brought up out of the mine shaft
and huge bright lights were on. As the
man was carried out of the mine, he
asked about his co-workers and was told
they had all perished. He looked around
at the giant machine that had dug him
out, at the brilliant lights illuminating the
area, at the number of rescue workers
he saw, and he was overwhelmed, ex-
claiming, “You did this all for me? To res-
cue just me?” We can say the same
thing to God, who sent His only son Jesus

WINDS OF CHANGE
WRITTEN BY LISA REINHARD
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S UND A Y S C H O O L C L A S S ES ,ALL CLASSES AT 10 AM

FRIEND S H IP B IB LE FEL LO W S H IP C L A S S :C ha pel This class is studying The Explicit Gospel by Matt
Chandler . Contact Diane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

KIRK H O US E C L A S S :Kirk H ou se This class is studying Bible Prophecy and Jesus: What the Proph-
ets Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy
Specifically/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi Hunger at wbirdh@comcast.net for more infor-
mation.

M EN’S C L A S S :S ession Room This class is studying Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at
wmmentz@gmail.com or John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

NO L A N/P A JC IC C L A S S :Kin derg a rten Room 22 This class is studying The Explicit Gospel by Matt
Chandler. Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at cur-
ry@pajcic.com for more information.

W O M EN’S C L A S S :P u rple DoorRoom ”/Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by
Jennie Allen. Contact Mashell Lingle at mlingle3@gmail.com for more information.

YO UTH C L A S S :LoftContact Bekah Wilson at bekah@sjpcjax.org for more information.

to die for each of us and rescue us from sin,
as if we each were the only one. He is the
God who leaves the ninety-nine sheep to
search for the one who is lost. We are that
important to Him.

He alone can withstand the
winds of change, even in this post-COVID-
19 world we find ourselves in. We can rest
assured that He is working for our good
even in the midst of heartache, suffering,
and chaos. “The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some understand slowness.
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone
to perish, but everyone come to repent-
ance.” ( 2 Peter 3: 9)

As we go forward in 2021, let
us not tiptoe in trepidation, but, instead,
forge bravely toward the amazing things
He has in store for us, knowing He holds us
in the palm of His hand, the very hand in-

scribed with our name. Let us know in our
hearts that He neither slumbers nor sleeps,
but is ever our Rock, our fortress, our hiding
place under His pinions.

Many years ago, when I was a
single mom raising three teenage sons and
each of them was in his own personal crisis,
I found and claimed this verse. It has given
me such strength countless times since and
I share it with you as a prayer for this turbu-
lent month and time. “Violence will not be
heard again in your land, nor devastation
or destruction within your borders; but you
will call your walls salvation, and your gates
praise. For you will have the Lord for an ev-
erlasting light, and the days of your mourn-
ing will be finished.” Isaiah 60: 18, 20
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SMALL GROUPS
W O M EN’S B IB L E S TUD Y:First Monday of
the month @ 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall
The group is reading Thessalonians, a study
by John MacArthur. Contact Diane McFad-
den at bmdm56@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

M EN’S P RA YERB REA KFA S T:Second and
fourth Tuesday of the month @ 7 AM in the
Fellowship Hall The men’s group meets eve-
ry second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net
for more information.

W EDNES D A Y M EN’S GRO UP :Every Wednesday @
6 AM at Maple Street in Murray Hill They are
studying “The Minor Prophets; Who Were Those
12 Guys?” Contact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

S JP C M O M S ’GRO UP :Every Thursday @ 9-11 AM
in the Kirk House This group is studying A Wom-
an’s Walk with God by Elizabeth George. Con-
tact Pamela Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or
Lauren McLaughlin at lmclaugh-
lin7@yahoo.com for more information.

S TEP H EN M INIS TRIES TRA INING:Every Thursday @
6 PM in the Kirk House

C O NNEC TING IN TH E TIM E O F
C O VID
The mission of St. Johns is to Connect with
Christ, Church and Community. (But you
knew that…) As you read this, people eve-
rywhere are reflecting on the “1 year
mark” of the impacts of COVID. What
happens at a church whose very M IS S IO N
is to “Connect”, when we are suddenly
cautioned, at risk of life and health,
against doing so? We pause, regroup, and
we find another way.
After two months of online-only worship,
we returned to some important changes.
To this day, every other pew is still closed.
The ‘meet & greet’ time is gone. Com-
munion is offered in individually wrapped
portions. Offering plates have been re-
placed with boxes on the walls around the
sanctuary. Did you ever realize all the
ways we used to make physical contact
at church? And that’s just what’s
changed in our worship services!
Deacons ensure that the critical connec-
tion to St. Johns is maintained, for a seg-
ment of our members. When COVID shut
almost everything down, the work of the
Deacons was impacted – but more im-

portantly, that crucial connection with our
care receivers was disrupted.
Just as our worship and tech teams had to
pivot, so did our Deacons. Many of our
care receivers are at the greatest risk for
COVID, so we had to be diligent in keep-
ing our care receivers safe, while still being
available to listen, keeping their connec-
tion to St. Johns alive. Depending on the
comfort level of each care receiver, Dea-
cons moved visits outside, or switched
from in-person visits to regular phone calls.
We rediscovered the joy of sending and
receiving cards and notes via ‘snail mail.’
We stayed true to our mission amid the
biggest disruption most of us have ever
experienced.
You don’t have to be a Deacon to be in-
tentional about connecting to Others.
Your small groups may not be meeting,
but you can still make calls or send letters.
Take a bunch of flowers (or better yet a
batch of brownies!!) to your next-door
neighbor. Stop a first responder or health
care worker in the grocery store, and
thank them for continuing to keep us all
safe.
Connection is not just a mission at St. Johns
-- it is a crucial element of being a human.
We are designed to be social creatures. I
challenge you, even during this time of
social distancing, masking and sanitizing,
to find new ways to connect to the peo-
ple around you.

By Jamie Russell
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YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday @ 10 am in the
Loft

YOUTH GROUP
Every Sunday @ 5-7 pm in the
Loft

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE

STUDY
Every Tuesday @ 7-9 pm in
the Loft

D-LIFE
Every other Wednesday @ 6
pm in the Kirk House

WEDNESDAY HANGOUTS
Every other Wednesday @ 6
pm in the Kirk House

Contact Bekah Wilson at
bekah@sjpcjax.org

#YOUTH NEWS WITH BEKAH WILSON
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P RA YER
REQUESTS

-S UE C UL P EP P ER
-A IREN W A LKER

-VIRGINIA S TA A TS
-M A RYLEA RUS S ELL
-RUTH L A VEND ER

-LIZ M C KEA N
-M A RY S A M FO RD

-P O L LY A NN A NDERS O N
-FRA N M ILES
-JUD Y D A ILEY

-KA TIE M A RP LE
-W A YNE H O L L A W A Y

-M A L M A Y
-G A YLE TO L B ERT

-S H IRLEY D O UGLA S
-LIZ KEA TING

If you have a birthday or a pray-
er request and you would like it
to be in the newsletter, please

email Brittany Harris at
sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the of-

fice at (904)384-4501.

M A RC H BIRTHDAYS

Deborah Travis March 01

Katharine Fant March 03

Kelly McWhorter March 06

Brooks Hubbard March 08

Charlo� e Nolan March 08

Trey Kirwin, Jr. March 09

Tye Whyrick March 10

Carolyn VanderHoff March 13

Lisa Lackey March 14

Moriah Tyne-Walker March 15

Lisa Brown March 16

Leah Bigham March 18

Thomas Stanly March 19

Tal Hazlehurst March 20

Ryan Rafferty March 21

Katherine Easley March 22

Gayle Tolbert March 22

Cody Burton March 23

Leah Files March 23

Bruce Jackson March 23

Dawn Montgomery March 23

Carol Whyrick March 23

Raffi-Jack Castro March 24

Jared Sleeth March 24

Jessica Brannon March 25

Taylor Danson March 25

Bekah Wilson March 26

Aaron Collier IV March 28

Jay Fant III March 28

Isabella Kerr March 29

Robert O'Quinn March 30

Shawn Brooks March 31

Philip Staats March 31

Colby Turner March 31


