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Worship Theme: 
God gives us spiritual gifts.

Weaving Faith Into Life: 
Children will praise God for giving them different 
gifts to use to serve him.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God!

(up to 25 minutes)

Sing: 
• “Because of His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) 
•  “I Have Been Crucified” (Galatians 2:20)
• “Brotherly Love” (Romans 12:10) 
• “Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44) 
• “Fairest Lord Jesus” 
• “Love Is” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5) 

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD 

Classroom Supplies: 
Video equipment; 5 pieces of candy, tape,  
ribbon, wrapping paper, and pair of  
safety scissors for every 5 kids

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

* Good Gifts 
Play a game with gifts.

Classroom Supplies:
Picture Bibles, gift bags, toasted oats cereal, sandwich 
bags, several flashlights

Fruitful Differences
Discuss differences in fruit and in people.

Classroom Supplies:
2 bananas, 2 apples, 2 oranges, bowls, knife, napkins

Serve Him 
Play a variation of London Bridge.

Paul Teaches About Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-27
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Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(up to 25 minutes)

* Snack Shop 
Experience teamwork in running a snack shop.

Classroom Supplies: 
4 large bowls, 4 spoons, pretzels, kids’ cereal, chocolate 
candies, raisins, plastic cups

Necessary Parts 
Play fun games, and explore the Bible passage.

Classroom Supplies: 
Bibles, 1 piece of wrapped bubble gum per child

* Masterpiece 
Talk about special jobs God might have for us, 
and sing a song.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Bible, video equipment, examples of art

* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together.

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2.

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray!
  (up to 10 minutes)

The Offering
Offer their gifts to God.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
KidsOwn Worship DVD

Classroom Supplies: 
Offering bowls, video equipment

Use Your Gifts
Reflect on their gifts and pray. 

Percussion Prayer
Use percussion to say a rhyming prayer.
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Today’s Scripture is one of the Bible’s key passages about 

spiritual gifts. For another of Paul’s writings on the topic, you 

might want to look at Romans 12. 

Paul begins today’s passage with a key point about 

spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-7): They are diverse, but 

they are unified because they come from the same God. 

There are many different gifts, but the same God is working 

through all of them. And they all are for a common purpose: 

the good of the church.

The diversity of the gifts is spelled out in 1 Corinthians 

12:8-10. Paul makes it clear that these gifts are given to 

different people. No one could expect to have all of them. 

And in 1 Corinthians 12:11, Paul clarifies who chooses the 

gifts: The Holy Spirit gives them out “just as he determines.”

The question may arise, “What is the difference between 

spiritual gifts and natural talents?” Scholars have chosen 

to address this question in different ways, but it might be 

best to admit that we aren’t sure. The lists Paul gives in this 

passage and in Romans 12:4-8 and Ephesians 4:11 are not 

identical, suggesting that in each case he listed a few gifts as 

examples of spiritual gifts rather than give a comprehensive 

listing. The difference between spiritual gifts and natural 

ability may not have been of concern to Paul. Every good 

thing, every gift comes from God. What concerned Paul was 

that people exercise the gifts the Holy Spirit gave them and 

use them to build up God’s church. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Paul introduced to the 

Corinthians the concept that the church is like a body, more 

specifically the body of Christ. From 1 Corinthians 12:1, we 

can infer that the Corinthians had raised questions about 

spiritual gifts, and from some of Paul’s comments in the 

passage, we might infer that they disagreed over whose 

spiritual gifts were most important. Apparently some people 

were feeling insignificant because of their gifts (1 Corinthians 

12:14-20), and others were feeling overly important because 
of their gifts (1 Corinthians 12:21-26). 

Paul’s message is a great equalizer: People with gifts 
that seem insignificant are actually much more important 
than they may think, and people with gifts that seem more 
spectacular aren’t any more important than anyone else. An 
important fact to note can be found in verse 18: “God has 
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be.” 

In a body, if one part is hurting, so the other parts feel the 
hurt. And if one part feels great, it makes all of the body feel 
better! That’s how the church should be! God gives different 
gifts for the building up of the body of Christ. We all are part 
of that body, and God wants us to use the gifts he’s given us 
to fill the place intended for us in his church! That’s how we’ll 
be most fulfilled and how we’ll work together with other 
Christians to further God’s kingdom on earth.

Bible Background for Leaders

Paul Teaches About Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-27

Devotion for Leaders
It’s staggering to realize that God shares pieces of Jesus’ 
abilities—the spiritual gifts—with each of us. Your 
spiritual gift is a God-given opportunity to be like Jesus.

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: Have you taken the time 
to discover what your spiritual gifts are? Have you taken 
the time to develop and refine your gifts? Complete a 
spiritual gifts inventory, or ask some Christians who 
know you well to tell you what spiritual gifts they see in 
you. Remember, your gifts were given in order for you 
to build up Jesus’ body. It’s a great responsibility!
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Why We Worship for Leaders
Today we worship because God gives us spiritual gifts. First Corinthians 12 tells us 
that all the gifts are important, just as every part of the body of Christ is important. 
Let’s help the children worship God who created each of us differently and gives 
each of us different gifts. Since some gifts may be difficult to define, let’s not focus 
on definitions. Instead, let’s help the children realize that God has given each of us 
gifts to help us become more effective Christians.

Easy Prep for Leaders
Let’s Praise God!—Make sure your video equipment is ready. Collect each of 
the following for every group of five kids: five pieces of wrapped candy, a 6-inch 
square of wrapping paper, a pair of safety scissors, tape, and a 1-foot length of gift 
ribbon. Set these supplies on a table by the entrance to distribute as kids arrive.

Snack Shop—Set up a table. On the table place four bowls, each with one of the 
following: pretzels, kids’ cereal, chocolate candies, and raisins. Place a spoon in 
each bowl.

Masterpiece—Display some examples of artwork. 

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.

Let’s Praise God!
Play the music videos on the KidsOwn Worship DVD as children arrive. Greet 
children by name, and give each child one of the supplies from the table you 
prepared before the session, making a big deal of the idea that what you’re giving 
is a gift. Make sure you distribute the five “gifts” evenly and that the kids who 
receive the candy don’t eat it just yet. Say, “God gives us gifts! I want you to think 
about how you can use the gift I’m giving you.” 

When everyone has arrived, ask kids to set their gifts aside until they are 
needed. Invite children to worship with you.

 Hello, everyone! Today we’re celebrating because God gives 
us gifts! The first gift God gives us is the gift of salvation. God 
forgives us for the wrong things we do—our sins. Let’s celebrate 
by singing “Because of His Mercy.”

Sing ”Because of His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a).

God saves us from our sins when we ask Jesus to be the leader 
of our lives. Sin separates us from God, but God sent Jesus to 
take our sins away. When we ask Jesus to lead our lives, we’re 
saying to him, “Make your home in my heart, Jesus.” This means 
that we’re asking Jesus to be a part of everything we do. It 
means we choose to follow him and we try to become more like 
him. We can thank God for sending his Son, Jesus, to save us 
and bring us closer to God.
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 Let’s take a moment right now to thank Jesus for saving us.

Thank you, Jesus, for coming to this world to save us from our 
sins. Thank you for living in us and helping us become more like 
you. Jesus, we ask you to make your home in our hearts. Amen.

Sing “I Have Been Crucified” (Galatians 2:20).

 God gives us the gift of salvation because he loves us. But that’s 
not all God gives us. To everyone who has a relationship with 
Jesus God gives spiritual gifts. He gives different people different 
spiritual gifts so that we can all have a part in God’s family. Since 
God has created us all differently with different needs, he has 
given us different gifts to use to serve him. Pick up the gifts I gave 
you when you arrived, and hold them where we can all see them.

•   What are some things you can do with the gifts I gave you? (I 
could cut something; I could tape something.)

•  How would you be able to use your gifts better if you put them 
together with other people’s gifts? (I’d have some paper to cut; 
we could put everything together to make a gift.)

Have kids form groups of five by finding four other people with different 
gifts. When groups are formed, each group will have the five supplies: candy, 
wrapping paper, scissors, tape, and ribbon. Instruct groups to work together to 
wrap their candy to look like a gift, using the gifts you gave them.

•   What did you think when I handed your gift to you as you 
came in? (I wasn’t sure what I was supposed to do with the 
scissors; I didn’t know what I needed tape for.)

•  Why did you need one another to do what I asked you to do? 
(Because we each had a different gift; because I needed what 
others had for my gift to be useful.)

•  Why does God give us different gifts for serving him? (So we’ll 
work together; no one could have all the gifts God wants people to 
have, so God spread them out.)

 God loves us and wants us to serve him in the church, so he 
gives us special gifts to help us do that. We’re supposed to work 
together to use those gifts, just like you worked together with 
your gifts to create your present. If I gave you the ribbon when 
you came in, take your group’s gift and give it to another group.

Give groups time to open their gifts and share the candy.

 We are God’s workmanship. He created us to do good things for 
him. That’s what the Bible says in Ephesians 2:10: “For we are 
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” One of the good 
works we can do is love one another because God loves each 
one of us. Let’s sing to celebrate that we can serve God.

ALLERGY ALERT
 See Session 4.
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Sing “Brotherly Love” (Romans 12:10).

 Jesus loves everyone, even the people who crucified him. We 
can show Jesus’ love by our actions.

Sing “Love and Pray” (Matthew 5:44).

 God loves it when we serve him. When we work together to serve 
God in his church, people will see our faith in action. Eventually, 
the world will be singing praises to God. We can start right here 
in our own church as we sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.”

Sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.”

•   What happens when we serve God with our special gifts? 
(Other people learn about God; we honor God.)

 When we believe in Jesus and serve God with the gifts he’s 
given us, people will want to praise God. But something special 
happens to us, too. Our relationship with Jesus gets stronger, 
and we start to become more like him. Let’s sing about how we 
can love like Jesus does.

Sing “Love Is” (1 Corinthians 13:4-5).

Dear Jesus, we thank you for the gift of salvation and the 
spiritual gifts that come with it. Help us to become more like 
you by using our gifts. In your name, amen.

Let’s Learn the Point!

Preschool Activities, pages 103-104
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to 

their own room for this section of activities. Tear out the Preschool Activities 
page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you 
prefer to keep all the children together, do the starred (*) activities. They will 
work well with both elementary and preschool children.
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Elementary Activities
* Snack Shop

We’re going to serve a snack in a fun way to see how important 
it is that we use our different gifts together to serve God.

Instruct kids to wash their hands thoroughly. Help kids form groups of four, 
and give each child a small cup.

Let’s pretend we’re operating a snack shop. In this shop, people 
may come in and order trail mix just the way they like it. In 
order to serve and eat the mix, we all have to participate and 
help out. You each will have a job to do. 

Assign group members different jobs as follows:

• pretzel person

• cereal person

• candy person

• raisin person

Tell kids that it’s important they remember their jobs so the shop runs 
smoothly. One group at a time will run the shop. Have kids in the first group 
take their positions next to the ingredients you prepared before the session, 
then have another group come up to the table and be the customers, giving 
their orders to the shop workers. Encourage kids to each choose at least three 
ingredients. The shop workers will fill the cups with the chosen ingredients, 
using the serving spoons in their bowls. When a group has been served, it will 
staff the snack shop, and another group will become the customers. Continue 
rotating until all kids have been served. Then close the shop down and allow 
kids to enjoy their snacks.

•  Why was each job important in our shop? (We needed a raisin 
person in case someone wanted raisins; we all needed to do 
something to give kids what they wanted.)

•  What would happen if everyone in the shop tried to do the 
same job? (It would be confusing; there wouldn’t be anyone to do 
the other jobs.)

•  Why doesn’t God just give us all the same gifts? (So we can 
work together; when we work together, we can do more than one 
person could.)

All the jobs were important, just as all the gifts God gives us are 
important. God’s gifts help us to accomplish the jobs he gives 
us to do. We all have different jobs to do and different gifts that 
help us to do them.

Necessary Parts
Have kids stay in their “Snack Shop” groups, or form new groups of four. Be sure 
each group includes at least one reader. Distribute Bibles to each group, and ask 
for volunteers to read the following verses aloud: 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 15.

(continued on page 105)

Worship  
Leader Tip

If you have groups with 
more than four children, 
have one be a server. That 
person will take the cup 
of trail mix from the last 
assembly line worker, and 
give it to the customer.

ALLERGY ALERT
 See Session 4.
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Preschool Activities
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Session8Paul Teaches About Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4-27

Worship Theme: 

God gives us spiritual gifts.

Easy Prep for Leaders

Good Gifts—Prepare one gift bag for each child. (Paper lunch sacks are 
fine.) In each bag, place one of the following: a sandwich bag of toasted 
oats cereal, a small picture Bible, or a flashlight. Prepare a sandwich bag 
of toasted oats cereal for each child to enjoy after the activity.

Fruitful Differences—Slice one of each kind of fruit and leave the other 
whole. Put the slices in bowls. 

Using Theo
Consider using Theophilus the 
 FaithRetriever puppet today in these 
ways:

•  Have Theo lead the preschoolers 
from the main worship area to the 
preschool room. 

•  Have Theo note the differences 
between him and the children 
during “Fruitful Differences.” 

•  See the KidsOwn Worship Kit for 
a puppet skit written for today’s 
worship session.

* Good Gifts
Have the children sit on the floor in a circle.

    Today we’re talking about gifts. Ask children to 
tell you about gifts they have given or received. 
God gives us gifts, but they’re not the same 
kind as the gifts we give each other. God’s gifts 
are not like a new toy or a game, but God’s gifts 
are even more important. God gives us gifts to 
help us serve him.

Distribute a gift bag to each child. Ask the children to take 
turns opening their gifts and showing them to the group.

    I need your help. I’m really hungry, and I don’t 
have any food. Look at your gifts, and stand up 
if you have something that will fill my tummy.

Pause as children with cereal stand.

    Thank you for offering to serve your food! That 
would be a good use of your gift. Tell children 
to be seated. Now I have another problem, I 
seem to have forgotten the story of the good 
Samaritan. Look at your gifts, and stand up if 
you have something that will help me.

Pause as children with Bibles stand.

     Thank you for offering your gift to help me out! 
That’s a good use of your gift. Have children sit 
down. Let’s pretend that it’s dark in my room. I 

don’t see very well at night, and I don’t like the 
dark. Stand up if you have a gift that can help 
me.

Pause as children with flashlights stand.

     You are all using your gifts so well! Thank you 
for offering your light to me.

•  What are some things we can do to help 
others?

     We can help other people know about Jesus. 
We can help people be happy if they’re sad, 
or we can help them feel better if they’re sick 
or hurt. You used your gifts to help me. God 
also gives us gifts to help others. They are 
special gifts 
called spiritual 
gifts, and each 
Christian has a 
different one. 
Let’s find out 
more about our 
different gifts.

Collect the Bibles and 
flashlights. Distribute cereal 
to the rest of the children 
for all to enjoy. Have 
children remain in the circle 
for the next activity.

Be aware that some children 
have allergies that are 
dangerous. Know your children, 
and consult with parents about 
allergies their children may 
have. Also be sure to carefully 
read food labels as hidden 
ingredients can cause allergy-
realted problems.

ALLERGY ALERT
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Fruitful Differences
    Let’s see how important it is for things and 
people to be different.

Set the whole fruit and bowls of fruit slices in front of you.

    God made so many wonderful things! But 
everything he made is different.

Hold up the whole fruit.

•  What are some things that are different about 
these kinds of fruit that you can see with your 
eyes?

Pass around the whole fruit to let kids feel the differences.

•  What are some different things you can feel?

Have someone help you serve the fruit slices on napkins, 
giving each child one slice of each kind of fruit.

    When you taste the fruits, they feel different in 
your mouth and they taste different. They all 
taste yummy and sweet, but they have their 
own different flavors.

•  Think about 
your fruit 
pieces as you 
eat them. 
How are they 
different?

•  Why do you think God makes the fruit 
different?

Ask kids to name some ways people are different. Suggest 
possible answers, such as skin color, hairstyles, clothing styles, 
height, the places they live, and the work they do.

•  Why do you think God made us all different?

    God loves us all, and he made us different 
so we can help one another and serve God 
together. God created you to be different from 
every other person. He created each of you to 
be very special. Because we are all different, 
God gives us different gifts.

Preschool Activities

Serve Him
    God gives us all different gifts, and we all have 
different ways of using those gifts to serve 
God. 

•  What are some things God might want us to 
do to help other people?

•  Why does God want us to help others?

    Let’s play another game to remind us that God 
wants us to serve him in special ways.

Sing the following rhyme to the tune of “London Bridge,” 
and play the London Bridge game. Instead of trapping the child 
inside, though, the two bridge makers should hug the child.

God gives us gifts today

Gifts today, gifts today.

God gifts us gifts today

To serve him.

    Let’s thank God for giving us spiritual gifts. 

Thank you, God, for giving us spiritual gifts. 
Please help us to use our gifts to help other 
people learn about Jesus. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 

ALLERGY ALERT
See alert on  
previous page.
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•   What would happen if the body decided it didn’t need a foot? 
(It wouldn’t walk very well.)

 Let’s try to race without using our feet.

Encourage kids to form a line and race from one point to another without 
using their feet.

•   How easy or hard was it to race without your feet? (It wasn’t 
easy but it was fun; it was a lot slower.)

•  What does this tell us about the importance of all the gifts? 
(Each gift has a purpose; a gift that’s good for one thing might not 
be good for something else.)

Let’s try another activity. I’m going to give each of you a piece 
of bubble gum. Put the bubble gum in front of you without 
unwrapping it. When I tell you to go, unwrap the bubble gum 
and get it into your mouth without using your hands.

Distribute bubble gum, and encourage kids to try several ways to get the 
gum open and into their mouths. Ask kids to describe their experiences. 

Your hands are very important to your body as well.

•   What are some things that would be very difficult to do 
without your hands? (Eat; get dressed; play basketball.)

•  What are some things that are difficult to do without the help 
of others? (Go places without someone to drive; play baseball; 
have fun.)

•  How are our different body parts like the different gifts God 
gives us to serve him? (Each part has a purpose; each part needs 
the others; everything is part of a whole.)

•  Why does God give each of us a gift that is different from other 
people’s gifts? (So we can help each other; so we’ll have more 
gifts when we work together.)

The gifts God gives us are different from other people’s gifts, 
and we should use our gifts to serve him. Our gifts are meant to 
be used together with the gifts other Christians have. 

* Masterpiece
Show kids the artwork you brought in. If possible, allow kids to examine the 
examples and comment on what they like about them.

 Every artist and craftsman has a piece that is the best he or 
she has ever made. Sometimes we call an artist’s best work a 
masterpiece.

•   What makes something a masterpiece? (It’s really good; it’s 
almost perfect.)

•  How are we God’s masterpieces? (We’re exactly what God wants 
us to be; God made us.)

(continued from page 102)

ALLERGY ALERT
 See Session 4.
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•  Why might the piece of artwork I showed you be considered a  
masterpiece? (It’s beautiful; a famous artist painted it.)

•  What is something you have created by drawing or building 
that you would say is your best piece of work? (Answers will 
vary.)

 God looks at each of us as a masterpiece. We are his best pieces 
of work. God created us to please him. The Bible says that we 
are “God’s workmanship.”

Open your Bible to Ephesians 2:10, and show kids the passage. Read the verse 
aloud to the children: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

 Let’s sing a song to celebrate that we are God’s workmanship.

Sing  “The Work of His Hands” (Psalm 19:1).

 In the verse I read, we’re told that God has special jobs for us to do.

•   What are some special jobs God might have for us to do? (Help 
other people learn about God; be doctors and heal people; go on 
missions to help people.)

•  How will God help us do those jobs? (God helps us know what to 
say to people; God can help us learn if we ask; God might show us 
who is sad or needs help.)

 When we accept God’s gift of salvation, he gives us special gifts 
to use to serve him. As we begin our prayer time, ask God to 
show you what your gift is so you can use it for him.

Let’s Pray!
The Offering

 Let’s give our offering today as we sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.” The 
song says, “Thee will I cherish. Thee will I honor.” The word thee 
is an Old English way of saying “you.” Let’s cherish and honor 
God by giving our offering. 

Sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.” 

Use Your Gifts
Let’s think for a minute about the gifts God has given you. There 
are all kinds of gifts. The important thing is to let God show you 
how to use your gifts for him. Close your eyes, and ask God to 
show you what your gift is. Maybe God will give you the ability 
to encourage others, to tell others about Jesus, or, perhaps, to 
be a leader like our worship-time leaders. 
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Give kids time to ask God to help them discover their gifts, then

Dear God, thank you for giving us gifts we can use to serve 
you. Help us know what our different gifts are, and give us 
opportunities to use them together to serve you. We love you, 
Lord. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Percussion Prayer
We’ll close in a percussion prayer. You can clap your hands, slap 
your thighs, or stomp your feet to the rhythm.

Demonstrate by saying the following words with a rhythm you set by 
slapping your thighs:

Thank you for the gifts you give;

Let them show in the way I live.

Let’s try to say the words using the same rhythm but in our own 
unique style, by clapping, slapping, or stomping. At the count 
of four, we’ll begin.

Count off in a beat of four, and do the rhyme prayer several times to close 
your session.




