
1

FAMILY FOCUS
APRIL 2021

God has not given you a spirit of cowardice, but a Spirit of

power, love and sound judgment. Therefore do not be

ashamed of the witness of our Lord, or me, His prisoner. In-

stead be partners in our suffering for the gospel according to

the power of God, the One who saves us and has called us

into a holy calling. We have not been called because of our

good works but because of our own purpose and grace give

to us in Jesus Christ before beginning of time. 2 Timothy 1:7-9

(JOT)

A
s we continue through this pandemic, we would do well

to remember the words of Franklin D. Roosevelt in his

1933 inaugural address: “So, first of all, let me assert my

firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is...fear

itself — nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes

needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.” He was not speak-

ing of World War II, but of the Great Depression which had started

in 1929 and had continued to tighten its grip upon our society and

our world. This economic downturn was going into its fourth year,

with twenty-five percent of Americans out of work. I am sure that

these people were afraid and tried. I worry that our spirits, through

the course of this pandemic have become addicted to fear. This

has been fed by all sorts of sources, media, politicians, and even

many voices in the medical establishment. I don’t want you to

think that I am opposed to the measures that we have taken to

prevent the spread of COVID-19, but there comes a point when we

will need to take the risk to get back to living. Dr. John Huffman,

the former pastor of the St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Newport

Beach, California, in his first sermon after his daughter had died of

leukemia said. “Our two biggest fears in life are living and dying.”

During this pandemic, we are having to confront both of these fears

and the voices that want to lead us away from the “nameless, un-

reasoning, unjustified terror” are few and far between. I have been

struck by how fear based the conversation surrounding the pan-

demic and other topics has become. There has been little talk of

partnership for us working together to curb the pandemic, but a lot

of commands and mandates. There has been little recognition of

common ground, and a lot of focus on all of our divisions. There

has been a lot of concentration on those who have been hurt in our

society, but a loss of compassion for everyone else. The fear gen-

erated in this pandemic will continue to echo throughout our socie-

ty and our world. It is contained, to some degree, in the talk of the

“new normal.” As I hear this, I don’t know exactly how to respond,

except to offer the scripture above as a foundation for our journey

into the future.

Winston Churchill would say during World War II, “Fear is

a reaction. Courage is a choice.”

As we look at Paul’s words to his

spiritual son, Timothy, we see that
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courage is also a function of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives. Re-

gardless of a new normal, we should be aware that the Holy

Spirit is at work to empower us. I am writing this on the verge

of Easter. Yet, as I have reread the Easter narrative, I realized

that the disciples were empowered by their encounters with

Jesus and being obedient to His directions. He told them to wait

till the day of Pentecost. I can only imagine how they managed

their fear and uncertainty. They gathered behind locked doors

and out of the way places. Their fear, though, was lessened as

they encountered Jesus at just the right moment to keep their

heads above the fear and established in faith. This is a great

parable for our lives. We live in between our encounter with the

risen Lord and being filled with the Holy Spirit. It is the ongoing

encounter with Jesus that will lift the spirit of cowardice and

lead us into power, love, and the sound judgment that we will

need in the future. The word that I have translated

“cowardice,” (in other translations it is “timidity”) is a very rare

word in the New Testament, in fact, this is the only place the

noun is used. The verb form of this word is also only used once

in the Gospel of John and it is in John 14:27: "I'm leaving you

peace. I'm giving you my peace. I don't give you the kind of

peace that the world gives. So don't be troubled or coward-

ly.” (GWN) I recognize that today, more than ever, Christians

and the church will need to choose courage as we move into

the new normal. In just the last year many things have

changed and fear seems to be our “go to” reaction. Choose

courage. Not the courage of a temporary hope, or courage

based upon the state of our society, but the assurance of en-

countering our resurrected Savoir who wants to lift the burden

of fear.

I have to admit that I am not immune to fear or uncer-

tainty. As I look back, I can see times when I wished I had

been bolder. Much fewer are the times when I felt I was too

bold. The rest of this scripture inspires me and all of us that

when we take a risk for God, God will meet us and guide us.

We see it throughout the Biblical text. Moses was one of the

most unlikely persons to lead the children of Israel out of Egypt,

but he answered the call. Paul was one of the most unlikely

evangelists for the early church, but he answered the call. All

of us are called. We may not be Moses, or Paul, or even a

pastor, but this does not decrease God’s power at work in us

and through us. We have to live into God’s power, reject being

shamed by our Lord and Savior, and acknowledge that we are

all in a partnership with the Gospel to fulfill our calling.

I was recently reminded of the life of Eric Liddell. He

was a member of the British 1924 Summer Olympic Team. If

you have ever seen the movie, Chariots of Fire, then you know

this story. He had trained and held records in the 100-meter

race. In fact, he was a favorite to win. Before the Olympics,

the schedule was published and the qualifying races and the

championship would be held on a Sunday. Eric Liddell said

that he would not dishonor God or God’s Sabbath by running

on a Sunday. The British Olympic committee tried to convince

him otherwise, but he would not give in. They appealed to the

International Olympic Committee to make a change in the

schedule, but they refused. Harold Abrahams, Liddell’s team-

mate who normally ran the 400-meter race, traded with Eric.

Abrahams would, against all odds, win the 100-meter gold med-

al. It seemed unlikely that Eric would do as well. Especially

since he drew the outer lane. This lane is hard because this

person starts out in front of the pack and is prone to start with a

pace that is too fast. Just before the race, a British doorman

handed him a note that simply read: “The one who honors God,

God will honor.” Eric would win the 400-meter gold medal

against all odds. He started out front and finish first. None of

the runners were able to get close to him.

Eric Liddell is remembered today, not just for the un-

likely gold medal, but for his selfless service. He answered the

call to be a missionary in China, and after the Japanese con-

quered this section of China, he was placed in a Japanese in-

ternment camp. He would die in this camp due to a brain tu-

mor, but he would be faithful to the Gospel till the very end. At

the 2008 Beijing Olympics, Chinese authorities told the British

delegation a fact that the family had never discovered. Eric

Liddell had been included in a prisoner exchange between Ja-

pan and Great Britain, but he gave up his place to a pregnant

woman. (7 Men and The Secret of Their Greatness, Eric Meta-

xas, p. 86) Truly, God lifted the spirit of fear and gave him the

Spirit of power, love, and exceptional judgment.

I pray that as we move into the “new normal,” whatev-

er that may be, that we will be filled with the courage of our

Lord and Savior to be His witnesses. Amen.

In Christ,
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“
Do you not know? Have you not
heard? The Lord is the Everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth.” These words from Isaiah 40:28

keep cycling over and over in my mind as I
have faced the horror, the uncertainty, the
fear that the corona virus has brought to our
country and to the world. It is so strange to
be away from my students and not have
their energy, creativity, and love feeding my
spirit daily. It has caused me to turn more
purposefully toward the Lord as “He alone is
my rock and my salvation, my fortress where I
will never be shaken.” (Psalm 62:2) I have
been flooding my mind with praise songs,
even listening to it through my iPods as I walk
my dog. One of my very favorites has be-
come “See a Victory” by Elevation Worship.
It starts, “The weapon my be formed but it
won’t prosper. When the darkness falls it
won’t prevail. ‘Cause the God I serve knows
only how to triumph. My God will never fail.
I’m gonna see a victory. I’m gonna see a
victory. For the battle belongs to you Lord.”
The reference to Isaiah 54:17 is a strong one--
-” No weapon that is formed against you
shall prosper…”

I’ve been doing a lot of cleaning out
during this period of isolation and I’ve un-
earthed several writings that are so pertinent
to right now. I do not know the author of this
one, unfortunately, but think it is beautiful.

When you are the neediest, He is the
most sufficient.

When you are completely helpless, He
is the most helpful.

When you feel totally dependent, He is
absolutely dependable.

When you are the weakest, He is the
most able.

When you are the most alone, He is in-
timately present.

When you feel you are the least, He is

the greatest.
When you feel the most useless, He is

preparing you.
When it is the darkest, He is the only

Light you need.
When you feel the least secure, He is

your Rock and Fortress.
When you are the most humble, He is

the most gracious.

I believe it is vital at this time that we
remember that our great nation was found-
ed on God’s truth. Did you know that as you
walk up the steps to the building which hous-
es the U.S. Supreme Court, you can see near
the top of the building a row of the world’s
law givers, and each one is facing one in the
middle who is facing forward with a full
frontal view, and that man is Moses holding
the Ten Commandments? When you go in-
side the building, there are two huge oak
doors leading into the courtroom and they
have the Ten Commandments engraved on
the lower portion of each one. And, inside
the courtroom, on the wall right above
where the Supreme Court Judges sit is, a dis-
play of the Ten Commandments? There are
Bible verses etched in stone all over the fed-
eral buildings and monuments in Washing-
ton, D.C. Our God was instrumental in form-
ing our nation. The Founding Fathers relied
on Him, praised Him, obeyed His commands.
I think we need to remember that and claim
His power and His promises for our great na-
tion. Booker T. Washington said, “Success is
measured not so much by the position that
one has reached in life as by the obstacles
which he has overcome while trying to suc-
ceed.” This is another obstacle for us as a
nation, another trial to make us stronger as
we work together to get past it and move
on.

One of the reasons my father was my
hero is that he had so many setbacks to

THE BATTLE BELONGS TO THE LORD
WRITTEN BY LISA REINHARD
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overcome. Growing up in a cold family, he
was never once told that they loved him,
never once given a birthday cake. He left
home in his early teens and hopped the
boxcars from Pennsylvania to California dur-
ing the Great Depression, living in hobo jun-
gles and eating out of tin cans. When he
returned home to find that his parents lav-
ished attention on his new brother and his
younger sister and still had nothing left for
him, he left home again to live with an aunt
in Massachusetts. Her husband taught him
how to be a great salesman, a skill he would
use well after he returned from World War II
and had to finish high school before he
could go to college. Upon entering the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, he was told by a dean
that he would never make it, that he was
too old and didn’t have the right academic
background. He later asked that dean at
an honor society meeting just before gradu-
ating if he remembered him, the one he
said couldn’t make it. He got a wonderful
sales position with Colgate Palmolive, which
brought with it a move to Louisville, Ken-
tucky, away from both sides of the family,
away from where both my parents grew up.
He did very well, but after just two years, the
company decided to close that office, and
they let him go. I was in first grade at the
time, my sister in third, my brother in fifth,
and my mother was a stay-home mom. You
can imagine how disheartening that was for
him as the sole breadwinner. (To this day,
my mother will not buy any product made
by Colgate!). He went back to Pittsburgh
alone to interview for jobs, and his talent
and potential was recognized by the presi-
dent of a small company called Calgon
(yes, the “Calgon, take me away” compa-
ny) We were moved to Kansas City, where
my father excelled as a district manager
covering a territory from Minnesota to Texas,
being one of only three district managers for
the company. When I was in high school,
the president who had hired him, and had
become a very close friend, retired and
Calgon was sold to become a subsidiary of
Merck, Sharpe, and Dome. Suddenly, he

was selling Sucrets and being treated with
disrespect by brash younger mangers who
did things like tell him the meeting was busi-
ness attire and when he got there, he was
the only one with a suit on while the rest
were in shorts and other casual clothes. Af-
ter an accident at a company meeting
where the tram driver was driving too fast,
hit a pothole and threw the men out and
my dad landed on his back requiring mas-
sive back surgery and many months of re-
hab and recuperation, he decided he’d
had enough, and took early-retirement. He
quickly found a job with Mrs. Wages Pickles
out of Mississippi, and I can recall with
laughter my parents’ attempts at pickle-
making in the basement while I was in col-
lege. He kept rising every time he was
knocked down. He never became bitter
but was one of the nicest, most personable
men who never met a stranger and gave
the church custodian butterscotch candies
he always kept in his pockets, telling him
jokes, becoming his friend, so that at his fu-
neral, that custodian came up to my broth-
er and me and told us he made sure to
polish the floors extra shiny for my dad. He
was mayor of Key Colony Beach in the Keys,
volunteered for many years at a hospital,
served at a soup kitchen, and built many
houses for Habitat for Humanity. Kicked
down many times in his life, he never stayed
there. Again and again, he rose up and
continued on, relying on his very strong faith
in God and his amazing sense of humor.

I, too, have faced obstacle after ob-
stacle and have had to move on past many
sad things in my life. I use as my examples
my father and my Lord, Jesus. I am trusting
Jesus with each and every day, every
breath I take. I believe that we will see a
victory because indeed the battle belongs
to our God.
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Small Groups

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: First Monday of
the month @ 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall
The group is reading Thessalonians, a study
by John MacArthur. Contact Diane McFad-
den at bmdm56@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST: Second and
fourth Tuesday of the month @ 7 AM in the
Fellowship Hall The men’s group meets eve-
ry second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net
for more information.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S GROUP: Every Wednesday @
6 AM at Maple Street in Murray Hill They are stud-
ying The Minor Prophets; Who Were Those 12
Guys? Contact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118
or wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP: Every Thursday @ 9-11 AM
in the Fellowship Hall This group is studying A
Woman’s Walk with God by Elizabeth George.
Contact Pamela Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com
or Lauren McLaughlin at lmclaugh-
lin7@yahoo.com for more information.

STEPHEN MINISTRIES TRAINING: Every Thursday @
6 PM in the Kirk House

LIVING A ‘VALIDATE’ CULTURE

I
am confused and somewhat discouraged
by this thing called ‘Cancel Culture,’ in which
‘culturally enlightened’ thinkers judge the
lives, lineage, and work of people, whether

living or dead. Despite historical, economic, soci-
etal, or any other context, if the person ever,
even once, stepped outside these current stand-
ards of what is right and good, the call goes out
for all of his/her life’s work to be ‘cancelled’ –
deemed invalid, unworthy of passing on to fu-
ture generations.’

The issues with this trend are too numerous
to count, and my little article in our church news-
letter is unlikely to solve any of them. I’m using
this as a backdrop to challenge you to embrace
a ‘Validate Culture’. (Now, I could build a whole
sermon about how Christ’s life, death and resur-
rection marks every one of us ‘valid’, but I’m a
writer, not a preacher, so…) I want to encour-
age you to reject the notion of ‘cancelling’ an-
other human being based on something they’ve
said, a belief they hold, someone they love, or
work that they do.

I, for one, am truly thankful that I did not be-
come ‘invalid’ after my first big mistake. To the
contrary, I have often been in some tough spots!
By finding my way out, I have been able to help

others over the years. These are people I would not
have been able to help if I had not a) screwed up
previously, and b) taken the time to listen to anoth-
er person’s struggles. My mistakes, my stumbles, my
wrong choices…all had value because of how I
was able to use them later.

I wanted to find a spot-on, appropriate
quote from a truly great thinker as it relates to
caring for one another. Since I’m a Gen-X gal,
you know I went straight to Mr. Rogers:

"As human beings, our job in life is to
help people realize how rare and valuable
each one of us really is, that each of us has
something that no one else has- or ever will
have- something inside that is unique to all
time. It's our job to encourage each other to
discover that uniqueness and to provide ways
of developing its expression."

Every life has meaning, and – get this –
every person secretly longs for assurance that
their lives have meaning. Each of us has a
unique background, heritage and life story,
that shapes our perspective on the world. Our
value in the world is not reduced by the
choices we make, nor how many times we
stumble on our path. If we spend time trying
to understand one another, rather than seek-
ing to spotlight our flaws and missteps, maybe
we’ll start to realize how much more we are
alike than we are different.

Deacon News By Jamie Russell



6

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday @ 10 am in the Loft

YOUTH GROUP
Every Sunday @ 5-7 pm in the Loft

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday @ 7-9 pm in the Loft

D-LIFE
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the
Kirk House

WEDNESDAY HANGOUTS
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the
Kirk House

s if our February wasn’t busy
enough, we had to keep the ball
rolling with our March events!
The beginning of this month start-

ed out with Duval County Schools’ Spring
Break, so of course us youth decided to
take advantage of it. We started out our
Spring Break with a “D-Life Movie-Making
Monday” event, gathering together our stu-
dents to plan, write, and film an Easter
commercial all within one afternoon.
Our students really showed their skills,
from their creative ideas during the plan-
ning process, their confident operation of
different film equipment such as our video
camera, go-pro, and drone, as well as the
showcasing of their acting and directing
skills, it truly was an exciting and inspiring
sight to see.
We of course couldn’t end our Spring Break
fun there, so we decided to have a Spring
Break Beach Day for our Wednesday
Hangout. Although the water was FREEZ-
ING, that didn’t stop a good number of our
students from going all in! For those of us
who were feeling a little less adventurous,
we found ourselves staying busy creating
sand art, playing spike-ball, and volleyball
for entertainment. After a full day at the
beach, we figured the best way to share
our sunny glow with others would be to
throw an epic D-Life Glow Party.
While we thought the D-Life Glow Party
would be a hit, we had no clue how great it
would become! One of our student’s par-
ents owns White Knight Entertainment, and
when they heard we were throwing the D-
Life Glow Party they reached out to help,
donating their service and equipment and
setting up bright neon flashing lights, a
glow paint station, and a photobooth.
Our Glow Party brought in four brand new
visitors, and we are hopeful that they were
able to see that our light that shines in the
darkness goes beyond that one event.
While our events are a blast, we have a big-
ger purpose behind all of them. With every
meeting we see who Jesus is, what He did
for us, and who He made us to be. From
exploring what the Gospel really means for
us in our High School Bible Study, learning
how we as true believers should act through
our Youth Sunday School’s 1 Corinthians
study, and exploring how God views us and
our struggles through our Youth Group se-
ries “Modern Problems for Modern Teens,”
God’s love and light is being revealed.
Thank you to all of you who pray for and
support our youth. We are so excited for
the adventures and growth still to come.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES, ALL CLASSES AT 10 AM

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS: Chapel This class is studying The Explicit Gospel by Matt
Chandler . Contact Diane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

KIRK HOUSE CLASS: Kirk House This class is studying Bible Prophecy and Jesus: What the Prophets
Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Specifi-
cally/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi Hunger at wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

MEN’S CLASS: Session Room This class is studying Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at
wmmentz@gmail.com or John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS: Kindergarten Room 22 This class is studying The Explicit Gospel by Matt
Chandler. Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at cur-
ry@pajcic.com for more information.

WOMEN’S CLASS: Purple Door Room”/Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by
Jennie Allen. Contact Mashell Lingle at mlingle3@gmail.com for more information.

YOUTH CLASS: Loft Contact Bekah Wilson at bekah@sjpcjax.org for more information.
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-SUE CULPEPPER
-AIREN WALKER

-VIRGINIA STAATS
-MARYLEA RUSSELL
-RUTH LAVENDER

-LIZ MCKEAN
-MARY SAMFORD

-POLLY ANN ANDERSON
-FRAN MILES
-JUDY DAILEY

-KATIE MARPLE
-WAYNE HOLLAWAY

-MAL MAY
-GAYLE TOLBERT

-SHIRLEY DOUGLAS
-LIZ KEATING

If you have a birthday or a
prayer request and you would
like it to be in the newsletter,
please email Brittany Harris at
sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the of-

fice at (904)384-4501.

PRAYER
REQUESTS

Ma� Burne� e April 02

Mary Schmidt April 04

Maddux Wright April 04

Carl Dawson April 06

Shari Huffman April 06

Carolyn Rankin April 08

Mike Wright April 08

Kirk Lingle April 09

Will Wickenden April 10

Claire Worley April 10

Garrison Erwin April 11

David Tanner April 14

James Cassidey IV April 15

Shirley Douglas April 15

Catleya Eaton April 15

Annie Pajcic April 15

Chris Aus� n April 16

Peter Russell April 17

Eden Wintz April 17

Curry Pajcic Jr. April 19

Jonathan Montgomery April 20

Lily Castro April 21

Hugh Jones April 22

Sarah Pa� erson April 22

Colin Quinn April 23

John Quinn April 23

Marshall Walker April 25

Robert Bailey April 27

Awbree O'Quinn April 28

Thomas McLaughlin April 29
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