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We will have an exciting and rare event at
St. Johns on May 30th at 4:00 pm in our

sanctuary. Erin Horne, a member of St. Johns and former
deacon, will be ordained. It has been 16 years since we have
had an ordination service in our sanctuary. This is the culmina-
tion of a long process. The Presbyterian discipline has always
been a three-way call. First, there is the internal call in which
the Holy Spirit speaks to a person’s heart. Once a person ex-
periences the inward calling of the Holy Spirit, even this must
be confirmed by the session of a church (as St. Johns has
done for Erin) to recommend this person to explore seeking
ordination. The person will enroll in seminary and come under
the care of the Presbytery in order to refine their sense of call

and to be educated in theology, pastoral care, church admin-
istration, Greek and Hebrew, as well as other Biblical study
tools. It takes about three years to finish the basic Master of
Divinity degree. At the end of this process, the candidate must
pass the ordination exams, as well as the Bible Content Exam.
(Even though the ordination exams are difficult, the Bible Con-
tent Exam is actually just as feared by many young preachers.
It is actually a couple of hundred scripture quotations that you
must mark where the chapters and verses occur!) Once all of
these things have been completed, the person is now available
for a call. This is the
second part of the
three-way system. A
church or church
body will “call” the

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual
affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unpro-
ductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that
they have been cleansed from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling
and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-11 (NIV))
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person to do a particular ministry. The third step is that the
Presbytery must approve the call or ministry task. It is an
involved process.

Erin has completed all of these things, while working
part time, being a Navy wife, and starting a family. The Pres-
bytery of St. Augustine has hired her to be an Area Relation-
ship Coordinator for Area 3 (North Jacksonville). She has
passed all of the exams and the Call Commission of the
Presbytery agreed to ordain her to this position. On this oc-
casion, there are many things to celebrate. Certainly, Erin’s
desire and determination to “make her calling and election
sure” is a cause for celebration. She is also moving to a new
phase of her life. She is being “set apart” for this ministry by
the agreement of St. Johns and of the Presbytery of St. Au-
gustine for the Presbyterian Church in the United States. We
should give thanks to God for this moment, as we celebrate
Erin’s accomplishment, and for the Holy Spirit working
through St. Johns to confirm her call to this ministry.

Erin wrote about her inward call as she shared her
spiritual journey with the Presbytery. It was at the age of fif-
teen, she writes: “My call to ministry came in high school.
After leaving my first Young Life meeting, I was deeply struck
by the personal way in which everyone prayed to God and
spoke about Jesus as a real person. I remember lying in my
bed that night, at age 15, being overcome by a desire to love
God and serve God. I remember quietly crying and telling
God that I would serve, that I would “go” and tell people
about God’s love for them. In retrospect, I believe this was
the significant moment of my call to ministry. I have returned
to this memory many times as affirmation of my call. The
reality of this call has been fleshed out and reaffirmed re-
peatedly in the years since. My college years were an intel-
lectual torment. On the one hand I faithfully attended Cove-
nant Presbyterian Church, served and ministered to young
people through Young Life. On the other hand I wrestled
spiritually, attempting to make peace between my intellect
and my faith. My soul felt battered and splintered when I
graduated in 2003. God was faithful to surround me with
kindness and people who were patient with me. God rubbed
salve into my chapped soul through Scripture and God’s
people. God’s faithfulness renewed me.”

I am thankful to be a small part of Erin’s journey. I
served as her “pastoral mentor” as she went through her
seminary program. She and Jon Horne are also wonderful
friends. I have been fortunate to have influenced several oth-
er young people as they have moved into ministry. Rev. Loli
Reiter was a summer intern at Westminster Presbyterian,
and she is now a senior pastor near Tampa, Florida. Rev.
Kelly Ann Reese was a former staff person at Westminster
Presbyterian, and is now a solo pastor near Richmond, Vir-
ginia. Rev. Andy Withrow was another former staff member

at Westminster who is now an Anglican pastor in Victoria,
British Columbia. He and his friend Josh started a new
church in Victoria which is doing well. Andy and his wife
Katie moved from Washington state to Virginia, and Andy
became the Christian Education/Youth Director. He would
also start a contemporary worship service called “The Red
Door.” This worship service has continued to strengthen the
ministry of the Westminster Church. (When Andy and Katie
moved to Waynesboro, Virginia it was during the summer.
They had never seen “fireflies.” Growing up in the south, I
always thought that everyone had seen fireflies on a summer
evening, so it was a revelation to me that the west coast did
not have “lightning bugs!”)

We never know what God will do, especially when
we follow Peter’s directions to the churches under his care.
All of us are called to ministry. We all are encouraged to
“make our calling and election sure.” We are at our best
when we add very practical realities to our faith that help us
grow into the image of Christ. Eugene Peterson, the transla-
tor of The Message, expresses this passage so very well:
5 So don't lose a minute in building on what you've been giv-
en, complementing your basic faith with good character, spir-
itual understanding, 6 alert discipline, passionate patience,
reverent wonder, 7 warm friendliness, and generous love,
each dimension fitting into and developing the others. 8 With
these qualities active and growing in your lives, no grass will
grow under your feet, no day will pass without its reward as
you mature in your experience of our Master Jesus.
9 Without these qualities you can't see what's right before
you, oblivious that your old sinful life has been wiped off the
books. 10 So, friends, confirm God's invitation to you, his
choice of you. Don't put it off; do it now. Do this, and you'll
have your life on a firm footing, 11 the streets paved and the
way wide open into the eternal kingdom of our Master and
Savior, Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-11 (MSG))

Sometimes timing is everything. There is a sense of
providence about Erin’s ordination. There is a good chance
this will be the last ordination of a PCUSA pastor from St.
Johns. Our dismissal from the PCUSA grows closer each
month. What a blessing it is for us to leave the ministry PCU-
SA with this celebration of God’s love and faithfulness to
Erin, her answering the call to serve, as well as the power of
the Holy Spirit working through the ministry of St. Johns. God
is so good to us and we can only praise Him for it! Join us if
you can on Sunday, May 30th at 4:00 pm.

In Christ,
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WHEN WE LEAST EXPECT IT
BY LISA REINHARD

Recently, on my way to school one morning,

I changed lanes. I had plenty of room behind me to the

next car, but apparently it totally angered the driver of the

large black pickup truck to my rear. He zoomed around me

and then slammed on his brakes. I was, by the grace of

God, able to stop without hitting him. I changed lanes to

the right and he did too, once again slamming on his

brakes. Deciding I wasn’t going to play his game, I slowed

down and fell back in traffic. Suddenly, he came zooming

in front of me again, crossing two lanes of traffic, having

pulled over and waited for me. I started reaching around

for my phone because he had a Coast Guard license plate,

and I wanted to take a photo of it. Not finding it immediate-

ly, he once again swerved in front of me, and I concentrat-

ed on my driving rather than on finding my phone. Eventu-

ally, he made a U-turn and left me alone. My assistant prin-

cipal, who is a Marine, greeted me at school and when I

told him the story, he said he wished I had been able to

snap the shot, as he could have tracked down the man and

reported him to his superior officer. Frankly, by that time, I

was just grateful that I had not crashed.

It demonstrated to me once again that you never

know when something is going to “come out of the blue”

and affect your life. I remember the August I was preparing

for college and the phone rang. A rather fuzzy voice asked,

“Lisa, can I talk to …. Mother?’ so I sauntered out to the

backyard and told my mom that my brother was on the

phone. She didn’t particularly hurry in to get it, and I re-

turned to what I was doing inside the house. When my

mother answered, the tone of her voice was one I’d never

heard before. She shakily sat down and then began to sob.

It turned out that it was not my brother, but my uncle (her

brother) calling to say that his 20-year old son had been

electrocuted on his summer construction job five minutes

before quitting time on his last day of work. The news was

something no one in the family could have prepared for.

We are a small family and grew up so closely with our cous-

ins that they were more like brothers and sisters. His death

changed our Christmas traditions, since, from that year on,

we all met in the Keys, where my uncle owned a house,

and supported one another as we had lobster instead of

turkey and seashells instead of ornaments.

I can think of many more instances when some-

thing has happened in the blink of an eye, such as the af-

ternoon I came home from school to find Jack with an un-

readable face. He sat me down and told me the test results

had come back and that he had stage 4 brain cancer. He

said it was a very aggressive type—a glioblastoma multi-

forme—and without surgery he had less than three months

to live. A noise filled the air, which I can only describe as

keening, and I realized that it was coming from me.

What I didn’t comprehend then, and do now, is that

God prepares us for such crises, even when we’re not even

aware of it. Both Jack and I had studied the Bible fervently

and had prayed together countless times. We had a rock-

solid love. Although we didn’t want to, and wished we did-

n’t have to, we were able to weather the next 14 months

filled with two surgeries, chemo, radiation, and fierce

fighting on Jack’s part to “beat this.”

In the case of my cousin’s death, He had our two

families filled with faithful strong Christians, and we were

able to pull together, comfort one another, and find a way to

go on. And in my road-rage episode, He equipped me with

well-honed and quick driving skills so that I was able to

avoid disaster. Did Jack and I, my family, and then I do

anything on our own? Most definitely not! We were in the

palm of God’s hand, being cared for and protected and

showered with Jesus’s love and peace. He never leaves

us. Never. We don’t understand why things turn out the

way they do, but I have learned that we can trust God all

the way through sorrow and grief. We can know, deep

down, that He works all things together for our good as we

love Him and seek His will. Isaiah 30: 21 is one of my most

favorite verses, having referred to it frequently over the

years: “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears

will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk
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SMALL GROUPS

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: First Monday of the month
@ 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall The group is reading
Thessalonians, a study by John MacArthur. Contact Di-
ane McFadden at bmdm56@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST: Second and fourth Tues-
day of the month @ 7 AM in the Fellowship Hall The
men’s group meets every second and fourth Tuesday of
the month. Contact John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for
more information.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S GROUP: Every Wednesday @ 6
AM at Maple Street in Murray Hill They are studying The

Minor Prophets; Who Were Those 12 Guys? Contact Trip
Stanly at 904-866-2118 or
wastanly@hotmail.com for more information.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP: Every Thursday @ 9-11 AM in
the Fellowship Hall This group is studying A Woman’s
Walk with God by Elizabeth George. Contact Pamela
Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or Lauren McLaughlin at
lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for more information.

WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP: Wednesdays @ 8 PM in the
Chapel. This group is studying The Prodigal God. Con-
tact Lauren McLaughlin @ lmclaughlin7@yahoo.com for
more information.

STEPHEN MINISTRIES TRAINING: Every third Thursday
of the month @ 6 PM in the Kirk House.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
ALL CLASSES AT 10 AM

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS:
Chapel/Media Room This class is studying the New
Testament book of Ephesians. Come and see the
newly developed Chapel into the up-to-date Media
center. Contact Diane McFadden @
bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

KIRK HOUSE CLASS: Kirk House This class is
studying Bible Prophecy and Jesus: What the Proph-
ets Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/
Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Specifi-
cally/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi Hunger at
wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

MEN’S CLASS: Session Room This class is study-
ing Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at
wmmentz@gmail.com or John Otterson at ot-
terpjk@att.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS: Kindergarten Room 22
Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-
robinson.com or Curry Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com
for more information.

WOMEN’S CLASS: Purple Door Room”/Room 23
This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by Jen-
nie Allen. Contact Mashell Lingle at mling-
le3@gmail.com for more information.

YOUTH CLASS: Loft Contact Bekah Wilson
at bekah@sjpcjax.org for more information.

in it.’”

When it became obvious to me that the nun who

hired me at Holy Rosary and was so entranced with my crea-

tivity was, in fact, bothered by it, I applied to Clay County and

was hired as a gifted teacher. I had no idea that in just a few

years I would need the salary that was double what the

Catholic school paid to support myself after Jack’s death. I

marvel at how He worked it all out. When we least expect it,

He comes through with something brand new, something

that forces us to grow and become stronger. He is constant-

ly working on each of us in amazing and mysterious ways so

that we can show love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-

ness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians

5:22) in our everyday lives. To me, that’s what this is all

about. My life must reflect these fruits of the Spirit so that

others ask why am I like this and how can they get this in

their lives.

“We rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance character;
and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, be-
cause God has poured out his love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” (Romans 5: 3-5)



5

The St. Johns Living Waters for the World team

wants to share with you updates of our missions in Cuba.

We have installed 3 water filtration systems:

 December 2015- The Baptist Camp in Guanabacoa

(an eastern suburb of Havana)

 July 2018-Roca Fuerte Pentecostal Church in Baya-

mo (about 2/3 across the island)

 January 2020-Lavastide Christian Center in Santia-

go de Cuba (far eastern city)

All systems are processing water, although the

newest in Santiago is having problems with sediment clog-

ging the filters very quickly. The Center is closed, so they

are processing water for their 18 staff members and their

families, a nursery, a home for abused families, a small

church, and 2 people who have chronic kidney disease.

They processed 2,183 gallons in March 2021.

The system in Bayamo can only pro-

cess water during morning hours, as the whole city man-

dates everyone be in their homes by 1 pm, daily. Bayamo

processed 7,815 gallons last month, which is awesome,

despite having to cut their water time in half!

Guanabacoa is a different situation. They are a

camp and the country is closed down, meaning they do not

have any guests. They process water for a few staff mem-

bers, and continue to provide filtered water to the local

health clinic and jail. They averaged 3,000 gallons a month

this past year.

I remind myself often of the sermon Kevin Pound

shared with us last summer. He talked of our first world

problems, “Oh no! The sprinkler head on my irrigation sys-

tem broke!” Compared to third world issues - if rain hasn’t

stirred up too much sediment the city of Bayamo will

pump water - every other day.

This is an email from Ed Cunnington, the US Coor-

dinator for Living Waters for the World for Cuba:

“Things appear to be getting worse (if that is

possible). Below is a description from Havana. Be-

cause of the negative effects of COVID-19 our lives

have been shaped in many ways. Children and stu-

dents at all levels (elementary through high school) are

St. Johns LWW members, from left: Lynne Turpin, in-country

coordinator for Cuba, Moraima Gonzales, Margaret

Alexander, and Jackie Jones at the Baptist Camp in

Guanabacoa, December 2015

St. Johns LWW members, from left: Mike Wright, Jim Cassidey, Robin

Doering, Tim Turpin, and Harry Mathews at Lavastide Christian Center

in Santiago de Cuba, January 2020
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not attending school. They are receiving some lessons

(for about half an hour each subject each week) on TV.

Children cannot be in the streets or at a park even

when accompanied by adults.

As to workers, only those related to production

and services are working full time. Others are working

on a 50% to 30% basis. Some have been given massive

leaves until the situation improves.

There is a curfew in Havana from 9 pm to 5 pm

(In Bayamo no one is to be out of their homes after 1

pm). Most all provinces are under lock downs, Havana

especially. Travel restrictions are still enforced and we

expect new and more restrictive measures this week

as the third wave of cases has shown uncontrolla-

ble.

Because of the drastic reduction in imports and

the insufficient food , shortages of food and basic

items are more common, including fuel. There are peo-

ple who sell their place in the line to those who cannot

make it so early to shop if a product has been supplied

(most of the time in very limited quantities). Others just

buy basic items, (Chicken, cooking oil, toilet paper, de-

tergent, etc.) because they are “able” to be the first in

line, and resell those products at 3, 4, or 5 times the pur-

chase price. Cuba must import 70-80% of their food.

They are very short on medicines also.

There is no bus transportation among provinces

and even for private cars free circulation on the high-

ways and interprovincial roads is forbidden.

Churches cannot offer worship services as

groups are forbidden. However, the puri-

fied water service has continued. “

The LWW team for Cuba in the US was able to get a

container of system parts, filters, test kits etc. to Havana in

December of 2019. They are working to get another contain-

er of parts etc. again. The LWW headquarters asked us to

raise money for our 63 water systems in Cuba. Due to

COVID, we cannot do our Cuban sandwich fundraiser, so we

are asking for your help. If you are able and called to do so,

please make a donation to St. Johns, noting LWW, so that

we can keep Jesus’s living waters flowing to our Cu-

ban brothers and sisters.

Blessings,

St. Johns Living Waters for the World Team

A man hands out water at Roca Fuerte Pentecostal Church in Bayamo, July

2018
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A
pril brought another busy month for St. Johns
Youth! After learning all about the Good News
of the Gospel, we decided to dive into learning
more about the One who made Easter some-

thing to celebrate. We began our new series, The Life
and Testimony of Jesus. During this study, we have
seen a number of our high schoolers step up as lead-
ers, helping with our post-lesson breakout sessions,
and volunteering to publicly share their personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. Not only have our high schoolers
been great leaders here at church, they have
schools. This past month, we had the pleasure of see-
ing Cross Thomas perform in the pop musical, Em-
ma, at his school. On the same night, we were able to
catch Graham Worley help lead his school’s lacrosse
team to victory at their district playoff game. These
high schoolers had just completed The Explicit Gos-
pel series in our High School Bible study, and it’s been
so encouraging to see them actively live out the Gos-
pel.

In addition to all of our learning, we made sure we
continued having a blast! From our fun hangouts filled

with dodgeball, football, kickball, and capture-the-flag,
to our creative D-Life projects such as Box Wars and
film competitions, it’s been hard to keep these kids
from moving! With all the growth, fun, and surprises ,
we can only hope that May will be just as exciting!

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Every Sunday @ 10 am in the Loft

YOUTH GROUP
Every Sunday @ 5-7 pm in the Loft

HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday @ 7-9 pm in the Loft

D-LIFE
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the Kirk House

WEDNESDAY HANGOUTS
Every other Wednesday @ 6 pm in the Kirk House

#Youth News by Bekah Wilson
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-Sue Culpepper
-Airen Walker

-Virginia Staats
-Marylea Russell
-Ruth Lavender

-Liz McKean
-Mary Samford

-Polly Ann Anderson
-Fran Miles
-Judy Dailey
-Katie Marple

-Wayne Hollaway
-Mal May

-Gayle Tolbert
-Shirley Douglas

-Liz Keating

PRAYER REQUESTS

Lydia Burke May 02
Abbey Crainshaw May 02
Patricia Montgomery May 02
Loretta Cunningham May 04
Ken Newman May 04
James Brewer May 05
Patrick George May 05

George Currie May 07

Janet Cunningham May 08
Brock Lackey May 08
Cody Cassidey May 09
Mollie Lackey May 09
Alice Molero May 10
Victor Hughes May 11
Julie Cofran May 14
Alice Barrett May 15
Cora Johnson May 15
Norris Lackey May 15
Mat Holdt May 20
Pam Hyde May 20
Lisa Reinhard May 24
Chip Travis May 24
Kathryn Cofran May 25
Treyton Kirwin May 25
Grace Avret May 26
Mal May May 26
Elizabeth McKean May 26

Clint Avret May 29

If you have a birthday or a prayer
request and you would like it to be
in the newsletter, please email Brit-
tany Harris at sjpc@sjpcjax.org or
call the office at (904)384-4501.

MAY BIRTHDAYS


