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just returned from visiting my fa-
ther and mother-in-law in Grand
Bay, Alabama. They are Carleton
(88) and Marilyn Dowdle (86), and

I have known them for over 40 years. They
are in good health for their ages. Carleton
had a list of projects for me during the week
that I was there. I always enjoy working
with him and taking care of the things that
he no longer feels comfortable doing. He is
still able to do a lot for his age. One of the
main projects was raking the family ceme-
tery and bagging the leaves. This is the
Oddfellows Cemetery in Bayou La Batre,
Alabama which is a small fishing village on
the Gulf of Mexico. (In the fictional story of
Forrest Gump, it was the home of Bubba-
Gump Shrimping Company). In this ceme-
tery, 3 or 4 generations of Lisa’s family are
buried. There is not much of a cemetery
association that cares for the graves; each
family is responsible to care for their family’s

plots. For my father-in-law, this is at least
three separate gravesites. Although I did
not count, I think there were roughly 15
graves, possibly more. Some of these peo-
ple I knew and I have done a couple of the
funeral services for the family over the years
(being a resident preacher). The last funer-
al I officiated was Carleton’s mother, Re-
becca Dowdle, who died at 109! As we
worked, he told me family stories and stories
of the life in Bayou La Batre. We had about
10 bags of leaves. Carleton brought the
leaves home to put in between the rows of
his garden to keep the weeds down and
the soil moist. As I worked with him on this
project, I was reminded of the many things I
have admired about him. He approached
this simple project with efficiency and fru-
gality to get the most out of the resources
at hand. He spent his life in the high-tech
world of the 1950s till his retirement in 2000.
He began working with radar installations,
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then as a General Electric contractor for
NASA in the space program as the tech-
nical writer for GE ship turbine systems,
then a GE manager for the M1 Abrams
tank simulators, and finally as a contractor
for Lockheed Martin in their government
contract division. Yet, he has never forgot-
ten his roots and the simple pleasure of
growing this small garden plot. As I
thought about his life, I was reminded of
the words of the Apostle Paul to the Corin-
thians:

6 I planted the seed, Apollos wa-
tered it, but God has been making it
grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor
the one who waters is anything, but only
God, who makes things grow. 8 The one
who plants and the one who waters have
one purpose, and they will each be re-
warded according to their own labor. 9 For
we are co-workers in God's service; you
are God's field, God's building.
1 Corinthians 3:6-9, NIV)

This trip was a great reminder of
these words, and we never truly under-
stand the impact of our lives in the short
term. I get impatient at times waiting to
see signs of growth in others and even my-
self. Also, we don’t truly know all the seeds
that we have planted. After moving from
my first call in North Carolina, the supply
pastor of the little church in Sandy Ridge,
North Carolina called and left a message.
A couple had joined the Sandy Ridge
church that day and it was primarily be-
cause I had done their wedding several
years before. The supply pastor’s message
was very simple: “Hey, Pastor Jon, I just
wanted you to know that the Smith family
joined the church today! The seed you
planted has begun to grow!” It is hum-
bling to experience the truth of this pas-
sage through this phone message. I am
always dependent upon God’s work,
providence, and the power of the Holy
Spirit. Also, we have to realize that while
we are planting and nurturing seeds, Sa-
tan is at work to prevent them from taking

root! (Mark 4:13-20) All of us get discour-
aged because we like to see results. We
love “instant gratification.” In the Christian
life, the best instant gratification is knowing
that our lives are continuously in the pro-
cess of sowing the seeds of God’s King-
dom. If we take this seriously, it sets us free
from seeing immediate results and allows
us to trust the outcome, because we have
offered it in the Name of our Lord and Sav-
ior!

Next week will be VBS at St. Johns. It
is a busy week and a lot of work. I’m al-
ways impressed with how much time and
energy our staff and volunteers invest to
plant a seed of God’s love in the heart of
a child. We understand that some of
these kids are here because their parents
just want to have some “me time.” Re-
gardless of the parent’s motive, this is
God’s opportunity to plant the seed to
change a child’s life. This seed had an op-
portunity to grow into a great tree of love,
hope, and joy. Studies tell us that fewer
and fewer children grow up in a Christian
home. This makes our mission more critical
than ever. Pray that as we go through this
event, each child will experience the love
of Christ flowing through every volunteer.
Pray that we plant numerous seeds of love
and faith. Most of all, please pray that we
will trust the Lord to water, nurture, and
protect these seeds of faith until it is time
for them to grow! Amen!

In Christ,

Pastor Jon
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“The way to the heart is through the stom-
ach.” For all the various ways that phrase
has been interpreted, there is an undeniable
truth about our desire to connect with one
another through food. The small groups I’ve
been part of have all included some kind of
food – even if that just meant coffee or
cookies. In addition, when someone is ill, or
struggling, or mourning, their small group ral-
lies around them with love, prayers… and
casseroles. All. The. Casseroles.
I have been on both sides of this ‘meal
train’. I have prepared meals and delivered
them to friends, and it always surprised me
just how appreciative they were. However,
when I was on the other side, receiving a
meal someone had prepared for my family,
there was more than one Russell in tears of
gratitude. (And my husband is a former Ma-
rine and retired intelligence officer!)
During COVID, it was diffi-
cult for small groups to
coordinate meal prepa-
ration and delivery for
members dealing with
illness or loss. As much as
those families missed out
on this blessing, those
who enjoy preparing the
meals also missed the
chance to deliver their
love and prayers (baked

at 350° in a 13x9 casserole dish.)
As small groups slowly return to this tradition,
the Deacons would like to share an oppor-
tunity with all of you. We would like to build a
list of people who enjoy cooking and could
be called on to join a ‘meal train’ occasion-
ally. Sometimes families are new in town, or
new to St. Johns, and they are faced with
challenges before they have connected
with a particular group. Other times, small
groups have a number of families struggling
at the same time, and the ‘chefs’ become
overwhelmed. In these cases, the Deacons
would like to have 5-6 (or more!) members
who would love to be invited to cook a
meal occasionally.
Once we have a few people on a list, we
will notify small group leaders that we have
an extra layer of support if needed. We will
also ensure that members know to check
with the Deacons if they are aware of a
family who is struggling, and the Deacons
can coordinate a meal train for folks who
are not part of a small group.
There would be plenty of notice – usually at
least a few days.
If this sounds like something you would enjoy
doing, or if you have questions about the
process, please send an email to dea-
cons@sjpcjax.org. This is an excellent way to
do something you love while being the
hands and feet of Jesus.

By Jamie Russell
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FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
Chapel/Media Room This class is studying
the New Testament book of Ephesians.
Come and see the newly developed
Chapel into the up-to-date Media cen-
ter. Contact Diane McFadden @
bmdm56@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

KIRK HOUSE
Kirk House This class is studying Bible
Prophecy and Jesus: What the Prophets Said, What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/
Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Specifically/Perfectly. Contact Kevin &
Wendi Hunger at wbirdh@comcast.net for more information.

MEN’S
Session Room This class is studying Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at wmmentz@gmail.com
or John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC
Kindergarten Room 22 Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry
Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more information.

WOMEN’S
Purple Door Room”/Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Al-
len. Contact Mashell Lingle at mlingle3@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST
This has ended for the term and will
resume in September.

WEDNESDAY MEN’S GROUP
Every Wednesday @ 6 AM at Maple Street
in Murray Hill They are studying The Minor
Prophets; Who Were Those 12 Guys? Con-
tact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118 or
wastanly@hotmail.com for more infor-
mation.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP
Every Thursday @ 9-11 AM in the Fellowship
Hall This group is studying A Woman’s Walk
with God by Elizabeth George. Contact
Pamela Smith at barbregirl3@aol.com or
Lauren McLaughlin at lmclaugh-
lin7@yahoo.com for more information.

STEPHEN’S MINISTRY MEETING
Every third Thursday of the month @ 6 PM
in the Kirk House.

SMALL GROUPS
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Just like everyone else, my life has

been a series of hellos and goodbyes.

Whether from moving to a new city, starting

a new job, meeting a new person, or at-

tending a new school, we come face-to-

face with something we’ve never experi-

enced before. We step forward with trepi-

dation mixed with wonder, turning our heads

from side to side, pulling in all the infor-

mation we can with our eyes and ears. It’s

always a risk to go into uncharted waters.

Some of us tiptoe quietly and others march

in with hearty greetings.

I can remember saying hello to moth-

erhood in a hospital room in Lubbock, Texas,

when a nurse brought my newborn son in. I

remember thinking, “He looks like Charlie

Brown,” followed immediately with, “Oh my

gosh, I’m someone’s mother.” I had abso-

lutely no idea what to do with this tiny bun-

dle. I had never been around babies, being

the youngest in my family and having a very

short babysitting career of watching school-

aged children. I had never changed a dia-

per. I wasn’t sure how to hold him, and

when my mother arrived to help me, she

kept having to remind me to support his

head when it went flopping backwards. I

did what every other mother does—learned

on the job! I got more confident and com-

petent when my second son was born and

was a real pro when the third son arrived.

Then, before I knew it, their childhoods were

over, and they began pulling away and be-

coming men. It was goodbye to one kind of

mothering and hello to another.

Likewise, I can recall with such clarity

the panicked feeling of graduating from

high school and going away to college.

Yes, I was beyond excited, but I also knew

that life as I knew it would never again be

the same. My twelve years of schooling

were complete, and I would no longer get

up at a certain time, rush down to breakfast,

go to school, and then come home to my

mom’s cooking for dinner. No one was go-

ing to wash my clothes or change my

sheets. I chose as my senior quote these

HELLOS AND

GOODBYES
by Lisa Reinhard
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words of Helen Keller: “When one door of

happiness closes, another opens; but often

we look so long at the closed door that we

do not see the one which has been

opened for us.” Someone once told me

that you can’t drive forward very well if you

look in the rearview mirror all the time.

I have always hated goodbyes. My

aunt used to tease me about being the

one that started the whole family crying

when it was time to leave for Kansas from

Pennsylvania. Each of my years in teach-

ing, I have felt sad to say goodbye to my

class of students. It was hard because we

had all journeyed together for all those

months, experiencing things together,

laughing, reading a novel together and

getting all caught up in it. As hard as I tried

not to, I ended up with tears sneaking

down my cheeks on the last day of school

every year. This year was particularly diffi-

cult. As a gifted teacher, I have the same

students year after year. It’s so wonderful

watching them grow up and change. The

hard part is when they’re leaving 6th grade

and going on to a new school. This year’s

6th graders were 1st graders during my first

year there. I had them six years in a row,

and we grew quite close. This time, I was-

n’t the only one with tears running down

my face.

I’ve always told my students, just like I

told my sons, that my job was to make my

job obsolete. If I did my job well, then they

were ready and well-prepared for what lay

ahead of them. They no longer needed

me and what I could teach them; they

were ready for new and more challenging

things. I think this is how it is with God. If He

left us where we are, experiencing what

we’ve always known, then there would be

no changes to live through, no problems to

solve, new adjustments to make. By saying

goodbye to what has been, we are free to

face forward and experience new people,

ideas, places, adventures. It’s how we get

stronger, how we gain wisdom.

Philippians 3: 13 tells us this: “But one

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and

straining toward what is ahead, I press on

toward the goal to win the prize for which

God has called me heavenward in Christ

Jesus.” It’s so difficult to let go, to move for-

ward and leave the past behind. Right af-

ter my husband Jack died, I heard the

song “Tell Your Heart to Beat Again” on the

radio. These words hit me hard.

Tell your heart to beat again

Close your eyes and breathe it in

Let the shadows fall away

Step into the light of grace

Yesterday's a closing door

You don't live there anymore

Say goodbye to where you've been

And tell your heart to beat again

I realized that my life with Jack was

over and that he was never coming back.

I had to step out in faith and create a new

life to go forward. I’m so fortunate to have

this church, my friends, my sons, and my

teaching career as building blocks. I am so

much stronger than I’ve ever been. Would

I have chosen this way? Not on your life!

But this is where God has pointed me, and

now my life is once again full and happy.

Let me urge you to quit looking at

the door which has closed in your own life.

Point your eyes forward and look into Je-

sus’s wonderful face. He will lead you

where you need to go.
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JUNE SCHEDULE:

 YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL –6/6, 6/13, 6/20, 6/27
Sundays @ 10 am in the Loft

 YOUTH GROUP-6/6, 6/13, 6/27 Sundays @ 5-7
pm in the Fellowship Hall , (dinner provided)

 D-LIFE PRODUCTIONS– LOL JAX FILM FESTIVAL
WRITERS’ AND PRODUCER MEETING-6/13 Sun-
day @ 7:30-8:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall

 D-LIFE PRODUCTIONS– LOL JAX FILM FESTIVAL
WRITERS’ MEETINGS-6/14 @2-5 pm in the Kirk
House

 D-LIFE PRODUCTIONS-LOL JAX FILM FESTIVAL
PRODUCTION MEETING-6/15 @ 2-5 pm in the
Kirk House

 TUESDAY HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY-6/15, 6/28
@ 7-9 pm in the Loft

 D-LIFE PRODUCTIONS – LOL JAX FILM FESTIVAL
CAST & CREW MEETING-6/17 @ 2-5 pm in the
Kirk House

 D-LIFE PRODUCTIONS – LOL JAX FILM FESTIVAL
FILMING-6/21-6/26 @ 8 am-8 pm Film times
and locations will vary depending on our
script. Set schedule will be sent out after pro-
duction meeting before Saturday 6/19.

 HIGH SCHOOL UNIVERSAL / ISLANDS OF AD-
VENTURE TRIP-6/28-30 Meet in parking lot
across from Kirk House @ 6 am and arrive back
to St. Johns around 4 pm

 WEDNESDAY BEACH TRIP-6/16 @10 am-4 pm
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-SUE CULPEPPER
-AIREN WALKER

-VIRGINIA STAATS
-MARYLEA RUSSELL
-RUTH LAVENDER

-LIZ MCKEAN
-MARY SAMFORD

-POLLY ANN ANDERSON
-JUDY DAILEY
-KATIE MARPLE

-WAYNE HOLLAWAY
-MAL MAY

-GAYLE TOLBERT
-SHIRLEY DOUGLAS

-LIZ KEATING

PRAYER
REQUESTS

If you have a birthday or a
prayer request and you would
like it to be in the newsletter,
please email Brittany Harris at
sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the of-

fice at (904)384-4501.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
LESLIE DANSON JUNE 03

CLARA FLORES JUNE 04

JAMIE RUSSELL JUNE 04

SAYLOR MARKLEY JUNE 05

PHAEDRA AVRET JUNE 06

DAVE VANDERHOFF JUNE 06

BOB EASLEY JUNE 07

KUTLER KORNUTIK JUNE 07

SIDDALEE KORNUTIK JUNE 07

JIM ROSS JUNE 08

ZAK BROWN JUNE 09

LILLY HUBBARD JUNE 12

LUKE LOVELADY JUNE 12

MEGAN WICKENDEN JUNE 12

DALEY PAJCIC JUNE 14

SAWYER GARLAND JUNE 15

JOHN PAJCIC JUNE 15

KIRRA MOSHER JUNE 18

JONATHAN NASRALLAH JUNE 18

ASTRID TRIBLEY JUNE 19

CURRY PAJCIC JUNE 20

KEVIN JOHNSON JUNE 21

ELIZABETH TRIBLEY JUNE 21

BRIAN JACKSON JUNE 22

ALEXA PRICE JUNE 26

SCOTIE PHILIPS JUNE 28

DENISE PHILLIPS JUNE 28

DAWN LACKEY JUNE 29

REED LACKEY JUNE 30


