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36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us
go back and visit the believers in all the towns
where we preached the word of the Lord and see
how they are doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take
John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did
not think it wise to take him, because he had de-
serted them in Pamphylia and had not continued
with them in the work. 39 They had such a sharp
disagreement that they parted company. Barna-
bas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul
chose Silas and left, commended by the believers
to the grace of the Lord. (Acts 15:36-40 NIV)

I do not know a lot of Chinese proverbs,
however, the title of this newsletter refers to one of
my favorites. I like its simplicity and its undeniable
truth. Last week there was a single step that now
begins an amazing journey for St. Johns. The Dis-
missal Committee of St. Johns Presbyterian and
the Administrative Commission of the Presbytery
of St. Augustine have reached an agreement to
dismiss St. Johns from the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America (PCUSA), and the
Session has approved the agreement. This marks
the culmination of over 5 years of labor and ener-
gy. There have been many obstacles to over-
come, but thankfully, persistence and faithfulness
have ruled the day! More detailed information
will be provided as we move toward a congrega-
tional meeting and an “advisory” vote on Sep-

tember 12th. While I want you to be aware of this
event, I also want to assure you that more details
will be forthcoming. However, you can see why I
chose the passage above. This passage reflects
one of the earliest disagreements between two
dedicated ministry partners. We get the wise say-
ing, “agree to disagree” partly from this moment
between Paul and Barnabas. Luke, the writer of
Acts, offers no criticism for this event. He accepts
that good people can disagree and still engage
the mission that God has called them to do. The
Presbyterian Church anticipating the need to
“agree to disagree” and wanting to continue
God’s mission, developed a “gracious dismissal
process” so that such changes could be made in
love and good order.

What does this mean for St. Johns? It will
not bring notable changes in the short term. Our
ministries and worship will continue as before. This
decision is about self-determination for St. Johns.
While you will not see many short-term changes,
this will have a positive impact upon our future.
St. Johns will no longer labor under a “trust
clause.” The trust
clause was part
of the reunion in
1983 when the
Presbyterian
Church in the
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United States (the southern branch) and United
Presbyterian Church (the northern branch) reu-
nited. The trust clause required that all property
of the individual church be “held in trust” for the
benefit of the denomination. You can see how
this would give the denomination some control
over the future ministry of St. Johns. The Session
has decided to move to the ECO: A Covenant
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. (For more
information you can go to https://eco-
pres.org/.) This is a Presbyterian denomination
whose ministry and mission are better aligned
with St. Johns. Also, ECO does not require a trust
clause in order to partner with them in ministry.

The power of the narrative of the power
of the Acts passage is its focus on the mission of
the church. At the beginning of Acts, we see the
interaction of the Apostles and the formation of
the early church. Yet as the narrative progress-
es, it begins to detail the missionary work of the
church in Antioch and the Apostle Paul. The
reason for this is simple, Luke, the author, is part
of Paul’s ministry team. The story shifts from just
the narrative of the foundation of the early
church to Luke’s experience of sharing in the
missionary effort with the Apostle Paul. As we
look at this scripture, the conflict between Barna-
bas and Paul alters the future of both John Mark
and Silas. Both young men are mentored, one
by Paul and one by Barnabas, and both gain
the experience of being Christian missionaries.
Barnabas is true to the translation of his name,
“son of encouragement,” and seeks to offer
John Mark an opportunity for redemption follow-
ing his poor performance during their first mis-
sionary journey. Sometimes I think that Luke is try-
ing to give us reassurance amid the conflicts
and problems of the church, that if we seek
God’s mission then everything will work together
for the good. I think Jesus said it best: “But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as
well.” (Matthew 6:33, NIV) The mission of St.
Johns will continue to be focused on our vision
statement: Connect with Christ, Church and
Community, as well as Biblical integrity. We will
continue to seek God’s Kingdom and its right-
eousness in order to continue to be the church
God has called us to be.

The Session has committed to ensure that
no one on staff will be adversely affected by this
change in denominations. We are blessed to
have a competent and committed staff who will
continue to offer excellent ministry at St. Johns.

As for me, I will seek “validated” ministry in the
PCUSA as my first option. Validated ministry will
allow me to serve St. Johns and retain my ordi-
nation within the PCUSA. This also means that
my retirement structure will remain unchanged,
and continue to build. I will also be able to retain
my current health insurance. These are practical
reasons for desiring validated ministry, but there
is also an emotional reason. I was ordained in
the PCUSA and would like to finish my ministry in
the PCUSA. In the Presbyterian discipline the
larger body “speaks the will of Christ” to the indi-
vidual. In my situation, the Presbytery of St. Au-
gustine will speak the will of Christ to me through
the Call Commission. I will meet with the Call
Commission of the Presbytery of St. Augustine in
order to seek permission to move into validated
ministry. I am content no matter the outcome.
Their determination will be the clear voice of
God to me. My goal is to remain the pastor of St.
Johns and continue our ministry together.

It is during times of change that we are
tempted to be anxious, but Jesus reminds us in
Matthew 6 that we should not worry. We also
need to remember the reassurance of the words
in Philippians: “Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NIV).
Amen.

In Christ,
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s I write this article, I am finishing
another run of research papers for
my graduate coursework. While
writing is one of my gifts, academ-

ic writing is an entirely different process. Even
during my undergraduate studies, my most
frequent missteps were marked in the Works
Cited (or bibliography) section. I once
vowed, someday, I’ll write my own story, in
my own words, and free from any
‘bibliography’. But then, I started thinking...

If I were to write my life story, I could
not get beyond a prologue without reflect-
ing on the people who impacted my life, my
career, or my well-being. My life story may
not have a ‘bibliography’, but there is a
beautiful list of people who made an imprint
on me – Sunday School teachers, coaches,
mentors, friends and family. We all have that
list. If you want an exercise in gratitude,
spend some time thinking about the people
who touched your life, even briefly, and im-

pacted you in a real way. However, consid-
er this: influence goes both ways. Just as you
have many people who have influenced
you, you have had opportunities to make an
impact on others.

If you aren’t sure if you have influ-
enced others, trust me – you have. We can
get better at this though, by making a point
to reach out to others. Have a conversation
with someone twenty years older than you –
or twenty years younger. Talk to someone
whose job is completely different than yours.
Get to know someone who has a hobby you
know nothing about. You don’t have to take
on their hobby – just ask them why they love
it, and watch their faces light up as they talk
about something they love.

We each have something unique we
can share with others, and plenty we can
learn from one another. When we step out
of our comfort zones and meet new people,
we will make connections that may not
make sense, but these touch points will cer-
tainly make a difference.



4

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES @ 10 AM

FRIENDSHIP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CLASS
Chapel/Media Room This class is studying the New Testament book of Ephesians.
Come and see the newly developed Chapel into the up-to-date Media center. Con-
tact Diane McFadden @ bmdm56@gmail.com for more information.

KIRK HOUSE CLASS
Kirk House This class is studying Bible Prophecy and Jesus: What the Prophets Said,
What the Israelites/Rabbis Understood/Taught, How/When Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy
Specifically/Perfectly. Contact Kevin & Wendi Hunger at wbirdh@comcast.net for
more information.

MEN’S CLASS
Session Room This class is studying Genesis. Contact Bill Mentz at wmmentz@gmail.com
or John Otterson at otterpjk@att.net for more information.

NOLAN/PAJCIC CLASS
Kindergarten Room 22 Contact Jim Nolan at james.nolan@gray-robinson.com or Curry
Pajcic at curry@pajcic.com for more information.

WOMEN’S CLASS
Purple Door Room”/Room 23 This class is studying Get Out of Your Head by Jennie Al-
len. Contact Mashell Lingle at mlingle3@gmail.com for more information.

MEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST
This has ended for the term and will
resume in September.

WEDNESDAY
MEN’S GROUP
Every Wednesday @ 6 am at Maple Street
in Murray Hill They are studying The Minor
Prophets; Who Were Those 12 Guys? Con-
tact Trip Stanly at 904-866-2118 or

wastanly@hotmail.com for more infor-
mation.

SJPC MOMS’ GROUP
Thursdays @ 9 am in the Fellowship Hall
This group is reading Mom Set Free by
Jeannie Cunnion. Childcare is provided.
Contact Elizabeth Polley @ Elizabethpol-
ley26@gmail.com for more information.

STEPHEN’S MINISTRY
MEETING
Every third Thursday of the month @ 6 PM
in the Kirk House.

SMALL GROUPS
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fter the death of my husband Jack,

I lost a lot of weight. I just wasn’t

hungry and ate

very little. I became used to eating

small amounts, and so, have kept off the extra

pounds for these six years. The key to it, I have

come to believe, is portion size. Eating just

enough. Stopping when I’m getting full. (Of

course, getting lots of exercise—my dog loves

long walks—helps too.) But it’s the amount you

put into your body that makes the real differ-

ence. (My dad used to say the exercise that

helped the most with dieting was pushing

away from the table.)

Lamentations 3 talks about portion. It

says in verse 24, “I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my

portion; therefore, I will wait for him.’” In this

case, portion is also all that you need, but it is

way larger than a portion of food. Our portion

of God needs to fill our entire life, from the mo-

ment of waking until our head hits the pillow at

night. From when we are young and the world

stretches before us shining with possibilities until

we are old and we ready ourselves for eterni-

ty. He IS our portion—all that we need. We are

told, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His

righteousness, and all these things will be given

to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) This verse fol-

lows Jesus’ exhortation not to worry about

clothes to wear or food to eat. Is Jesus saying

not to plan meals and shop ahead? Of course

not. The gist of this is to put God first, before

anything else. Once that priority is in place,

then the rest will fall in place too.

When I was in college, a Christian

speaker used some walnuts, rice, and a jar to

illustrate the wisdom of this. He first poured all

the rice into the clear jar. Then he tried to

squeeze in the five walnuts. The harder he

pushed; the more rice flew out of the jar.

Clearly, there was no space for the walnuts

and no way to put on the lid. Then, he emp-

tied the jar into a bowl, and placed the five

walnuts in first. Once they were in place, he

proceeded to pour all of the rice—the same

amount as before—in around the walnuts. As

you may have guessed, the rice filled in all the

tiny spaces between the walnuts, all the rice fit

in the jar, and he was able to

easily screw on the lid. That was such a won-

derful picture for me of how vital it is to put

God first in my life, in each day, in my priorities.
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I haven’t forgotten it, and it has been more

than a few years since college!

Psalm 16: 5-6 says: “Lord, you have as-

signed me my portion and my cup; you have

made my lot secure. The boundary lines

have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I

have a delightful inheritance.” That verse

links portions and boundaries, and so they

are also connected in life. Boundaries tell me

what is mine, and what is not. The old saying,

“Fences make good neighbors” has a great

deal of wisdom in it. Boundaries also tell me

what I need to take responsibility for, and

what is not my responsibility. That’s why they

are essential in relationships. They also tell us

where our body ends and nudge us to de-

cide who and when we allow someone else

to come close and to touch us. Boundaries

are the edges of the portion God has given

us. When we realize that that portion is more

than enough, the boundaries are “pleasant,”

and we cease to constantly test and push

them. Life becomes more settled and

peaceful, and we have more energy to do

the good things that God has planned for us

to do;

that He has carefully fashioned us to do,

equipping us with the necessary gifts, talents,

and personality to accomplish them.

The verses that follow those that I men-

tioned from Psalm 16 say, “I will praise the

Lord, who counsels me; even at night my

heart instructs me. I have set the Lord always

before me. Because He is at my right hand, I

will not be shaken.” (verses 7 and 8) Setting

the Lord always before me is seeking Him

and His righteousness first. Because we do

that first and constantly, there is no room for

fear or worry. We will not be shaken when

adversity comes our way, as it is wont to do,

and we will be able to face it courageously,

knowing God will never leave us.

When all three of my teenage sons

were going through crises, and my teaching

situation had become almost untenable, I

came across these verses in Isaiah during

one of my quiet times: “Violence will not be

heard again in your land, nor devastation or

destruction within your borders; but you will

call your walls salvation, and your gates

praise. For you will have the Lord for an ever-

lasting light, and the days of your mourning

will be finished.” (Isaiah 60: 18, 20)

I clung to those verses. It felt like total

destruction of everything I had carefully built

in my sons for all their lives, and I was frustrat-

ed and stymied in the profession I chose and

love, but those verses reassured me that God

would continue to be my everlasting and

constant light through the darkest of times.

How was I to know that within five years, I

would meet Jack and my life would change

dramatically, that my sons would exit their

crises stronger and better young men? No

way to know, of course. But I did know that

my God stood by me and took every step

with me, that Jesus knew and had experi-

enced every one of my emotions—betrayal,

fear, despair, hopelessness—that He was ev-

er present as the Holy Spirit who dwells in me,

to guide me, comfort me, reassure me, and

help me take the next step forward.

Many years later, my sons have

weathered and withstood many more crises

and they are strong, happy, and successful. I

have come to yet another peaceful place in

my house named Esther that the Lord gave

me “for such a time as this.” I love where I’m

teaching and the children whose lives I am

blessed to touch and be touched by. I love

my church family and have strong and last-

ing friendships. My portion is amazing, and it

is spilling over with goodness and mercy.

God’s everlasting light shines on, for all who

would partake of it, for all who seek and dis-

cover what their portion is and where their

boundary lines lay.
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June with

the youth

was a busy

one!
Summer has officially kicked off,
and with that has come extra
fun events such as beach day
hangouts, volunteering with SJPC
kids’ Totally 80’s VBS, filming a D-
Life short film for a local film festi-
val, and taking our high school-
ers on a Universal and Islands of
Adventures trip.
After having to slow things down
last summer, it’s been so nice for
us to be able to get together
and do so many fun
things in addition to our
normal youth group
meetings.
We are thankful that
this summer so far has
been full of fun, growth,
and connection to
God and others, and
we are looking forward
to what July will bring!
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-Sue Culpepper
-Airen Walker

-Virginia Staats
-Marylea Russell
-Ruth Lavender

-Liz McKean
-Mary Samford

-Polly Ann Anderson
-Judy Dailey

-Katie Marple
-Wayne Hollaway

-Mal May
-Gayle Tolbert

-Shirley Douglas
-Liz Keating

Prayer Requests

If you have a birthday or a
prayer request and you would
like it to be in the newsletter,
please email Brittany Harris at
sjpc@sjpcjax.org or call the of-

fice at (904)384-4501.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
AMY WILLIAMS JULY 01

CHERYL PHILIPS JULY 02

DANIELLE WALKER JULY 02

REGINA PECK JULY 03

CHIP WICKENDEN JULY 05

ASHLEY CRAINSHAW JULY 06

MARY SAMFORD JULY 07

JOHN OTTERSON JULY 08

JACKSON PECK JULY 09

RILEY PECK JULY 09

PATTY OTTERSON JULY 11

BETSY GAINES JULY 12

THOMAS J. HYDE JULY 12

JOYCE WADDLE JULY 14

TERRY QUARTERMAN JULY 15

LAUREN MCLAUGHLIN JULY 17

BILL MADDEN JULY 18

HARRISON CRISP JULY 20

JACK MELVIN JULY 21

AUDREY NOLAN JULY 21

AUSTIN TERHUNE JULY 21

SARA PATTERSON JULY 22

JACKIE JONES JULY 23

GRAHAM WORLEY JULY 23

THAD DANSON JR. JULY 24

MARTHA SCHMIDT JULY 26

MARY BLAND LOVE JULY 27

BRITTANY HARRIS JULY 29

JIM MCFAULS JULY 30


