
Twenty First Sunday After Pentecost 
 

October 17, 2021                                     9:00 AM 
 

CONNECTING WITH CHRIST 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome, Celebration and Concerns  
 

Call to Worship 
 

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  
 

†Hymn 572                       Blessed Assurance 
 

CLEANSING OUR HEARTS 
 

Invitation to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Loving and forgiving God, we are conflicted! We want to be 
followers of Christ, but we cling to our own desires and plans. We 
want to be filled with joy, but we are beset with worry and anxiety. 
We long for a vibrant prayer life, but our busy lives leave us tired 
and afraid of solitude. We confess that we succumb to the allures of 
this world — having more, doing more, running faster and harder — 
and all the while, we fail to see the needs of our neighbors, and 
ignore the needs of our own souls. Forgive us, we pray. Renew 
within our hearts the power of Your grace. Refresh our spirits by the 
cleansing rain of Your forgiveness. Rekindle within us faith, 
compassion, and generosity through spending time with You.  We 
ask this in the name of our Savior and Friend, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Congregational Choral Response                                             Hymn 633 
 

“Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.  To reach out and touch 
Him, and say that we love Him.  Open our ears, Lord, and help us to 

listen.  Open our eyes Lord, we want to see Jesus.” 
 

RESPONDING TO GRACE 
 

Invitation to the Offering  
 

Offertory Anthem 
 

†Doxology                                                                                    Hymn 815  
 

†Fourth Stanza of America                             Pew Hymnal, page 807 
 

Our Father’s God to Thee, Author of liberty, to Thee we sing; Long 
may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; Protect us by Thy 

might, Great God, our King. Amen. 
 

†Affirmation of Faith   
 Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith 10.4-10.5 

 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 
life. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of 
peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 
Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we 
watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing 
in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

†Hymn 772              When We All Get to Heaven 
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
 

Scripture                           Ephesians 2:1-10                      Pages 1818-19 
 

Message           Standing Strong in a Shaken World: Grace  
     Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lovelady  

 

 CONNECTING WITH LIFE 
 

†Hymn 435                God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

†Benediction  
 

†Postlude 
 

†Worshipers are asked to stand, if able          


