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Isaiah 40:1-11 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has 
been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received 
from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of one calling: "In 
the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged 
places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 
people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 6 A 
voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All people are like 
grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on 
them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers and the flowers 
fall, but the word of our God endures forever." 9 You who bring good 
news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good news to 
Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say 
to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" 10 See, the Sovereign LORD 
comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like 
a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to 
his heart; he gently leads those that have young. (NIV) 
 
Our Vision: Connect with Christ, Church and Community 
 
1. _________________with the drain of isolation 
 
_________________despair: God asks his people: Are you not listening to 
yourself Jacob?  Israel, why are talking about me in this manner?  You 
are saying: God does not care because God is not watching my path!  
God in his judgment has cut us off and we fall away like withered 
branches!            Isaiah 40:27 (JOT) 
 
2. _________________to being filled with God’s strength 

 

_________________in forgiveness: God says: Encourage, encourage my 
people!  Preachers speak encouragement into heart of Jerusalem 
because her humiliation is finished, she has been released from her sins, 
they are no more!  God has paid double to completely free her from 
bondage!                                                                                Isaiah 40:1-2 (JOT) 
  
_________________God’s glory:  Listen to the voice shouting an empty, 
lifeless place: Prepare a way for the Lord!  Let God’s glory fill this empty 
place!  Immediately make a path fit for our living God!  Every valley shall 
be raised…the glory of the eternal, living God shall be seen and all flesh 
will see the salvation of God!         Isaiah 40:3-5 (JOT) 
 
_________________solid: The Word of the Lord abides forever…Do not 
be afraid to tell of God’s Good News…the Lord is coming with strength 
and power…he will take care of his flock as a caring shepherd and gather 
the lambs into his arms to hold them close to his heart… 

Isaiah 40:9-11 (JOT) 
 
3. _________________strength in the desperately low places 
 
_________________anticipation: Those that wait expectantly for God to 
help them will not be disappointed.  God will transform their weaknesses 
into strength, they will be changed….                  Isaiah 40:31 (JOT)  
 
Spiritual Action Step: 
Are you tried?  Are you living in an empty place?  Let this voice that is 
shouting speak into your life!  The Great Shephard of Isaiah becomes the 
Good Shepherd, Jesus, who wants to lead you to a place of hope and 
fullness.  As you go through this season, allow Christ to encourage you 
and forgive you.  Most of all, make a path for God into your life!  Jesus 
said: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10, (NIV)) What is 
standing in the way?  This week read Isaiah 40 and John 10 to learn more 
about the power of the Good Shepherd to restore, renew, and redeem 
our weary souls.   
   

Translations: NIV: New International Version; JOT: Jon’s Own Translation. 


