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Capitalization Disclaimers
For the sake of clarity, we are capitalizing the following terms. 
They are terms relating to specific, unique roles and singular, 
monumental events. As we feel they also warrant special visual
attention, we are claiming literary license even if, in some 
applications, our HS English teacher might squirm.
• Messiah, Savior, Christ
• Suffering Messiah, King Messiah
• Temple, Second Temple, Third Temple
• Apocalypse, Anti-Christ, Two Witnesses, Tribulation
• Millennial Kingdom, Messianic Kingdom, His Kingdom
• And others as the whim suits us!
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If you shall see kingdoms rising 
against each other in turn, then give heed 
and note the footsteps of the 
Messiah. Bereshit Rabbah XLII:4 (~300 AD)

Revelation

For Further Study
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Course Outline 
• Messianic Expectations
• Major theological viewpoints of the Apocalypse.
• “The four laws of Scripture interpretation”
• Revelation 1:1-3
• Times of the Gentiles, the Beasts and the career of 

the Anti-Christ
• Daniel 2, Daniel 7, Matthew 24, Rev 13, and Rev 17 (out 

of order)
• Battle of Ezekiel 38

• Back to Rev Chapter 1-22 “almost” chronologically

Why Study Revelation?
• Many people avoid reading this book 
because:

• “It is scary.”
• “There's too much fire and 
brimstone”

• “It can’t be understood.”
• "It doesn't affect me."
• “Prophecy is not the important part 
of Scripture.”

•Here comes the BUT…
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Why Study Revelation?
• While Revelation has meaning for every generation, 

we should not assume its prophecies will all be 
fulfilled in our (or any specific) generation.

• Revelation is the only book in the Bible that 
promises a blessing for simply reading it.

• Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the 
words of the prophecy, and keep the things which 
are written therein. (Rev 3:1)

• Why would we be blessed (def: contented, of good 
fortune, fulfilled) by reading this book?

Why Study Revelation? The Blessing
• Revelation was meant to be an 
encouragement to us.

• Not only does this book demonstrate God’s 
extraordinary love towards us, but also the 
extent to which God will provoke and 
encourage us so we are able to be with 
Him for all time.

• Revelation showcases fulfilled prophecy, 
which is unique to the Bible.

• (No other book defends and substantiates 
itself like the Bible.)
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Why Study Revelation? The Blessing
We are also blessed in this way:

• When the world seems mad, and we are 
accused of being “out of touch” for 
pointing out our concerns that there is a 
Holy God who is serious about 
righteousness and right living, we don’t 
have to get angry or strident 
because the Book of Revelation helps us 
see that, in the very end, God and His 
Word wins! (Not we, HE) This is a HUGE 
blessing!

The Messiah
• Every major religion has a Messiah figure

• Judaism: A future ruler will sit on David’s 
throne. He'll bring peace and rule the world.

• Islam: The Mahdi will rule over the world and 
bring peace. (He will be preceded by the 
great teacher, Jesus Christ, who will be killed 
by an anti-Messiah figure).

• New Age: Lord Maitreya will bring peace and 
world rule after the “shaking of Mother Earth” 
(to get rid of those preventing the New Age 
by their intolerant religious beliefs).
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The Messiah

• Hinduism: Vishnu, in the form of 
Kalki, will destroy evil, rule the 
world, and bring peace.

• Buddhism: Maitreya (as in the New Age) 
will appear, fully enlightened, and 
bring….can you guess? World peace.

The Messiah
• Messianism

• Zoroastrians await Saoshyant
• Taoists/Confucians await the “Future 
True Man”

•Some have said, “Isn’t it interesting 
that all the world’s religions are 
waiting for the same world leader to 
bring us together and bring world 
peace.”
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The Messiah
•What they are describing is a religious 
and political figure who will be a man 
with extraordinary gifts and who will 
also bring world peace.

•The chilling thing is that all these 
world religions are describing a man 
whose career is spelled out in the 
book of Daniel and in Revelation...
the man we know as the Anti-Christ.

The Messiah’s Two Arrivals
•The New Testament and Revelation 
teach us that the true Messiah will first 
come as a thief in the night, unseen, 
and then will come riding on a white 
horse to set up His Millennial Kingdom 
and He will be seen, suddenly, by the 
entire world. He will have the power of 
God Himself. This is a very different 
Messiah.
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Two Messiahs of Judaism
The Talmud and the Two Messiahs
This ancient Jewish extra-Biblical 
commentary on the Bible shows that the 
rabbis expected two different types of 
Messiahs:
Messiah-like-David, who would sit on 
David’s throne as a king and rule over 
what will be known as the Messianic 
Kingdom...and bring world peace. In this 
person, the Jews have commonality with 
all the world’s major religions.

Two Messiahs
They also understood, from 
passages like Isaiah 53, that there 
would also be a Messiah-like-
Joseph, who would have a 
completely different role:
He would suffer for the benefit of 
the people of Israel AND be a light 
to the Gentiles (aka "nations," 
everyone not of the Jewish people).
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Two Messiahs
The ancient Rabbis taught that 
there would be two separate 
Messiahs. They did not understand 
that both the suffering Messiah and 
the king Messiah could be the same 
person.
By the time of Jesus, under Roman 
tyranny, the Jewish leaders wanted 
King Messiah to come to overthrow 
Roman tyranny.

Two 
Messiahs

We know that Jesus will come 
to Earth on two separate 
occasions, the first would be to 
suffer for the people and the 
second coming would be to 
reign and rule.
The ancient Jews taught that 
there would two separate 
people, one Suffering Messiah 
and one King Messiah. By the 
time Jesus came, the Suffering 
Messiah teaching had been 
relegated to a footnote because 
of their yearning to end their 
subjugation to Rome.
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Two Messiahs
Example from the Zohar: "There is in the 
Garden of Eden a palace named the Palace of 
the Sons of Sickness. This palace the Messiah 
enters, and He summons every pain and every 
chastisement of Israel. All of these come and 
rest upon Him. And had He not thus lightened 
them upon Himself, there had been no man 
able to bear Israel's chastisements for the 
transgressions of the law; as it is written, 
'Surely our sicknesses he has carried.' " (Zohar 
11, 212a)

Two Messiahs
'Surely our sicknesses he has carried.’

What is remarkable about this is that this 
ancient rabbi is attributing Isaiah 53 as a 
description of the Suffering Messiah.
Most modern Rabbis teach the Jewish people 
that Isaiah 53 refers to Israel, her sufferings, 
not to the Messiah.
This passage was "reinterpreted" after Jesus 
because the prior understanding was too 
“Christological.” Isaiah 53 is now skipped in 
the cyclical synagogue readings during the 
year.
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Eschatology 

A branch of theology concerned with the 
final events in the history of the world or of 
humankind.
1,239 prophecies in the Old Testament
578 prophecies in the New Testament

They are contained in 8,352 verses with the 
total number of Bible verses being 31,124. 
That means that 27% of the verses in the 
Bible are prophetic.
We cannot dismiss prophecy as an 
unimportant side show.

Does Apocalypse = Book of Revelation?

Note the proper definition of Apocalypse: A 
genre of ancient Jewish literature presented in 
the form of visions that, figuratively, point out 
hidden truths for the purpose of comforting 
God’s people during times of persecution.
"Apocalypse" has come to exclusively mean 
"battle, destruction, and ending" as opposed to the 
"fulfillment, rebirth, and restoration" elements also 
featured in this literary device...as used in Revelation.
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Views on the Apocalypse

There are four major views of apocalyptic 
literature:

1. Futurist or Literal: These texts refer to 
a future event(s)

2. Idealist or Allegorical: These texts are 
symbolic, only describing good vs 
evil, and are not to be taken literally.

Views on the Apocalypse

3. Historicist: Belief that these texts in 
Revelation are a figurative retelling of eras of 
history, of Western Europe, including various 
Popes, the Protestant Reformation, the 
French Revolution, and Charlemagne. They 
were not written by John of Patmos around 
100 AD, but much later and by various 
authors.
Key element: They have no special relevance 
for future events. No future value.
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Apocalypse = Book of Revelation
4. Preterist (preter = Latin for "past" ): Preterists say 
these texts could be written by John of Patmos 
but are describing specific events in the past and, 
they also say, like historicists, they have no future 
value. Revelation, they say, is describing the then-past 
events which involved a Syrian king, Antiochus 
Epiphanies, during the Maccabean Revolt in 165 BC, 
and concluded with the destruction of the Temple.

100 AD

Apocalypse = Book of Revelation
• Preterist, continued :
• Implied in this view is that the Abomination of Desolation, 

which is the desecration of the Temple described in both 
Revelation and Daniel, was accomplished by Antiochus 
Epiphanes long before Jesus and energized the Maccabean 
Revolt. (Hanukkah, in December, celebrates the cleansing and 
rededication of the Temple.)

100 AD
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Apocalypse = Book of Revelation
• The allegorical, historicist, and preterist views of the 

prophecies of Revelation are incredibly popular among 
intellectuals in the liberal seminaries that dominate the 
landscape today and all have a big problem if you take the 
Scripture literally. All three views were decimated by one 
comment by Jesus Himself, if taken literally. 

• What was this important statement?

100 AD

Jesus Affirms the Futurist Viewpoint
In Matthew 24, the disciples are plying 
Jesus for information about His second 
coming. Jesus, speaking in about 
30AD, says the following;
“Therefore, when you see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the Holy 
Place” (whoever reads, let him 
understand), then let those who are in 
Judea flee to the mountains.”
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Jesus Affirms the Futurist Viewpoint
What did Jesus just do?
He looks forward, rather than in 
the past, to something standing 
in the Holy Place called the 
abomination of desolation (a 
statue desecrating the Holy 
Temple) from 30 AD. This has 
to happen when the Temple is 
standing and could not have 
been only a past event.
Abomination = Idolatry

“…abominati
on of 
desolation,’ 
spoken of by 
Daniel the 
prophet, 
standing in 
the holy 
place”

When is  the Abomination of Desolation?
To get to that answer, there is 
another event you need to know 
about because some people who say 
the prophecies in Revelation have 
already occurred, use 70 AD as their 
end date for the book of Revelation, 
essentially saying that John was a 
historian and not a prophet. What 
happened in 70 AD?
The Romans destroyed the Second 
Temple. BUT they did not set up an 
idol in it nor cause people to worship 
it. This will occur in the future Third 
(Tribulation) Temple.
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The Desecration/Destruction of the Second Temple
• In December 164 BC, Antiochus Epiphanes slaughtered a pig in 

the Second Temple (an abomination) and set up a statue of 
Zeus (also an abomination), which he required the people to 
bow down to and worship. 

• Some suggest THAT event was the abomination spoken of in 
Daniel. BUT Antiochus' actions all occurred before Jesus stated 
what we should do when we see the abomination referred to in 
Daniel.

• Jesus also gave a specific prophecy that foretold the 
destruction, in the future, of the Second Temple.

• It was fulfilled, in detail, some 40 years later, in 70AD. The 
Second Temple was burned, the gold was removed, and “not 
one stone was left upon another.”(Mat 24)

Reign of Antiochus 
Epiphanes 175 to 

163 BC, puts idol in 
the Temple

Daniel born 
621 BC

Jesus predicts 
future 

abomination 
in the Temple

700 BC           200 BC                             30 AD          70 AD              

“And on the wing of abominations shall
come one who makes desolate.” 

Daniel 9

So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the 
abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of 

through the prophet Daniel, let the reader understand—
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Temple 
destroyed, 

no idol

ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION
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Four Laws of 
Scripture 
Interpretation

#1  Golden Rule of Interpretation
• When the plain sense of Scripture makes 

common sense, seek no other sense. (Dr. 
Arnold Fruchtenbaum)

• Take every word at its primary, ordinary, 
usual, literal meaning, unless the facts of the 
immediate context, studied in the light of 
related passages, clearly indicate otherwise.
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Golden Rule of Interpretation, pt 2
• Symbols are consistent and are meant 

to further illuminate a (typically 
literal) concept. The eagle is a symbol of the US, but 
the US is not a bird.

• Often, when a Biblical point is confusing to our 
understanding (or even desires), we are tempted to 
call something literal a symbol so we can then 
allegorize the passage to fit our 
current understanding.

#2  The Law of Double Reference

•This law observes the fact that often a passage 
or a block of Scripture is speaking of two 
different persons or two different events that are 
separated by a long period of time. 

•What is an example? 
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Zechariah 9:9-10 (Double Reference)
Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of 
Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous 
and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey—riding 
on a donkey's colt.

10 I will remove the battle chariots from Israel and the 
warhorses from Jerusalem. I will destroy all the weapons used 
in battle, and your king will bring peace to the nations. His 
realm will stretch from sea to sea and from the Euphrates 
River to the ends of the earth.

Time

The third law is 
The Law of 
Recurrence. 
Repetition is a 
Hebrew form 
of poetry

• This law describes the fact 
that, in some passages of 
Scripture, there exists a 
recording of an event followed 
by a second recording of the 
same event, giving more 
details to the first. Hence, it 
often involves two blocks of 
Scripture

• Example: Ezekiel 38:1-23 and 
39:1-16
Tells of the Battle of Gog 
and Magog and then re-tells 
it immediately, in more 
detail.(Will read later)

#3
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#4 The Fourth Law is
The Law of the Context

A text apart from its context is a pretext.
Pretext = A reason given for doing something 
to hide your real motivation. A false 
reason. (Example: Hitler’s invasion of 
Czechoslovakia to, supposedly, help Germans 
in that country.)

A verse can only mean what it is 
supposed to mean in its context.

MORE 
TERMINOLOGY
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What is Meant by Tribulation?
• A key recurring phrase referring to the Great 

Tribulation...
• “In that day…”
• “The Day of Jehovah”
• “The Day of the Lord”
• “The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord”
• “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble”
• All these phrases refer to the ancient Jewish 

belief that just before Messiah comes, God will 
pour out judgment on the Earth.

What is Meant by Tribulation?
• The Great Tribulation : For the purpose of this class, the 

last 7 years on earth before the Millennial Kingdom.

• “But I don’t believe in the 7-year Tribulation 
because the word 'Tribulation' isn’t in the 
Bible”

• Tribulation is a technical term describing the 
last, difficult, 7 years on Earth, a prescribed 
time period for the Jews and the Nations. 
(BTW, the word “Bible” is also not in the Bible.)
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What is Meant by Tribulation?
• Also BTW : if you are using the King James or New King 

James Bible, you will note that Jesus, Himself, uses the term 
“Great Tribulation” in Matthew 24 .

• Is the Great Tribulation 7 years or 3.5 years?
• Some say the “7” years is the result of a misinterpretation 

of Daniel 9, but we will see evidence for a 7-year time 
period in which God will uniquely deal with the Jewish 
people (in both Daniel and Revelation).

Another Key to Understanding Prophecy 
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The Missing Ology
Theology = study of God
Eschatology = study of future events
Pneumatology = study of the Holy Spirit
Angelology = study of angels
Soteriology = study/doctrine of salvation
Ecclesiology = study/doctrine of the church

Israelology = the study of Israel

Mark Twain "Concerning the Jews"
He has made a marvelous fight in this world, in all the ages; 
and has done it with his hands tied behind him. He could be 
vain of himself, and be excused for it. The Egyptian, the 
Babylonia, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound 
and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the 
Greek and the Roman followed, and made a vast noise, and 
they are gone; other peoples have sprung up and held their 
torch high for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight 
now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, 
and is now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no 
infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his 
energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things 
are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. 
What is the secret of his immortality?
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Israeology
Replacement Theology : Suggests that God has 

rejected the Jewish people in favor of the 
Church...that every time you see "Israel" in the 
Bible, you can substitute the world "church."
It is critical to understand these two distinctives 
to fully understand Revelation. If you blur the 
lines between "the church" and "the Jewish 
people", you lose much of the meaning of the 
prophecy and the events become confusing.

The Jewish People and The New Covenant?
“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah—
not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, though I was a 
husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
My law in their minds, and write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people.” Jer 31:31 NKJV
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Jesus’ Mission
It is interesting to see fine 
commentaries skip this point.
(Israel = 10 northern tribes, 
Judah= 2 southern tribes)
Again, we rely on Jesus' words 
to confirm this as He said, “I 
was sent for the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel” (Matt 
15:24)

With the 
House of 
Israel and 
the House 
of Judah…

Jesus’ Mission
• The first 500,000 

Christians were 
also Jews.

• Paul is telling us that 
God still has a 
purpose for the 
Jewish people. Note 
the hardening of 
heart is only partial.

"For I do not want you, 
brothers and sisters, to 
be uninformed of this 
mystery—so that you 
will not be wise in your 
own estimation—that a 
partial hardening has 
happened to Israel until
the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in;"
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Another term used in this course: The 
Millennial Kingdom

Chronology of Eschatology
Pretribulation Premillennial View

Controversy

Millennial Kingdom

YOU
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Millennial (Messianic) Kingdom
•A real, future Millennial Kingdom has 
been taught in Judaism at least as far 
back as 700 BC when Isaiah is writing.

• Isaiah 11:6
In that day the wolf and the lamb will 
live together; the leopard will lie down 
with the baby goat. The calf and the 
yearling will be safe with the lion, and a 
little child will lead them all.

Jesus’ Next Mission
Are we living before 
this LITERAL 
fundamental 
change in the 
animal kingdom?
Then we are 
premillennial.
Are we living after 
this event started?
Then we are 
postmillennial

The cow and the bear 
shall graze; Their 
young ones shall lie 
down together; And 
the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. The 
nursing child shall 
play by the cobra’s 
hole, And the weaned 
child shall put his 
hand in the viper’s 
den. (Is 11:7-8 NKJV)
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The Coming Millennial 
Kingdom

Postmillennial: By the 
way, there is segment of 
this group that basically 
says we are now living in 
the Millennial Kingdom 
and the world is getting 
better and better.
If this is the Millennial 
Kingdom, we must be 
living in the slums! 
(Dr.AF)

They shall not 
hurt nor 
destroy in all 
My holy 
mountain, For 
the earth shall 
be full of the 
knowledge of 
the LORD As 
the waters 
cover the sea.

Jesus and the Millennial Kingdom

Do we believe 
this will never 
happen and is 
symbolic only?
Then we are 
amillennial.

And in that day, 
there shall be a 
Root of Jesse who 
shall stand as a 
banner to the 
people for the 
Gentiles shall 
seek Him,”
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Jesus’ Mission
• This course will describe the 

premillennial view of 
Scripture, meaning that we 
are living before the literal 
millennial reign of Christ.

• What about the Tribulation 
we hear so much about?

• Where do we place the 
Tribulation?

• Are "we" before it or after?

In that day 
the wolf and 
the lamb 
will live 
together; 
the leopard 
will lie down 
with the 
baby goat. 

Jesus’ Mission
• Just to make things more confusing, there 

are various views about our position to the 
Great Tribulation, meaning the day of the 
outpouring of God’s wrath.

• You can be Pre-Tribulation if you think we 
are living before the Day of God’s wrath or 
Post-Tribulation if you think it has already 
happened or is happening now.
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Jesus’ Mission
• So you can be Pre-Trib, Premillennial or 

Post-Trib, Premillennial, or you can be 
Post-Trib, Postmillennial or Post-Trib, 
Amillennial, and on and on…

• It all depends on if you believe you are 
living before, during, or after these two 
major events.

• Now, we add the Rapture of the church as 
a third event to keep theologians designing 
terminology.

Jesus’ Mission

• All these terms come down to where you 
place three events on the calendar.

• 1. The Millennial Kingdom
• 2. The Outpouring of God’s Wrath (The 

Great Tribulation)
• 3 The Rapture of the Church (the removal 

of the church before the Day of God’s 
wrath)
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Jesus’ Mission

• We will be PRE-EVERYTHING in this course, 
meaning we are living before the coming 
of Christ in the Rapture, before the 
Outpouring of God’s Wrath on the world, 
and before the Millennial Kingdom.

• For the purpose of this course, we are Pre-
Rapture, Pre-Tribulation, 
and Premillennial.

Tribulation

Society Gradually Improving (Kingdom Now)

NO 
RAPTURE

WRATH
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4 Millennial Teachings 
We will use Pre-Tribulation 
Premillennialism as our framework

This means that we are living 
before the Tribulation and before the 
literal 1000-year reign of Christ on 
Earth.
Why is this useful?

Provides a framework from which 
to debate the details.

What is a Dispensation ? 
We will also look at the Scripture 
from a dispensational viewpoint.
What does that mean?

Simply, that God had different 
seasons or administrations in how He 
dealt with mankind. It is a way of 
organizing our understanding of why 
God is doing what He is doing and 
when.
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Dispensationalism=Administrations 
1. Innocence (Genesis 1:1—3:7)
2. Conscience (Genesis 3:8—8:22) 
3.   Human Government (Genesis 9:1—11:32) 
4.   Promise (Genesis 12:1—Exodus 19:25)
5.   Law (Exodus 20:1—Acts 2:4)
6.   Grace (Acts 2:4—Revelation 20:3)
7.   Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:4–6)

Chronology of Eschatology
Pretribulation Premillennial View

Millennial Kingdom

RAPTURE
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Outline of the Book of Revelation
1. Let’s look at an outline of the Book of 

Revelation.
2. Answer this question: How do we know it is 

written about future events? Why not just 
take it as an allegory?

3. Allegory example: Some say it is just a 
symbolic story about the human heart and the 
struggle between good and evil and not to be 
taken literally.

Problem with Allegory
Example of an allegorical interpretation undermining 
Scripture is the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

Classically, it tells the story of a Samaritan (half-
Jewish/half-Assyrian people), hated by the Jews, 
who helps a man hurt severely on the side of the road 
and contrasts this despised Samaritan to the most 
righteous Jewish religious leaders of the day to make 
the point that we are to love people and care for 
them, regardless of their background.
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Problem with Allegory
Those who love allegorical interpretation might say 
that, actually, the Samaritan is “the Church,” the 
fallen man represents the hurting and outcasts of 
society, and the innkeeper is Saint Peter standing at 
the gates of Heaven, etc.

In the process of pulling the Jewishness out of the 
Scriptures, or modifying it to fit our present 
understanding (not knowing who the Samaritans 
were, culturally), we lose the original meaning that 
was so poignant to the people of the day and the 
lesson for us, today, really becomes watered down.

Old Testament 
Age

Adam to Jesus 
AD 30 

Church Age 
AD 30 to 
present

Millennium

E
t
E
r
n
i
t
y

Rev 2-3 Rev 4-19
Rev 
20:1-7

Rev 21-
22

R
A
P
T
U
R
E

2
nd

C
O
M
I
N
G

?

Write the things which you have seen, and 
the things which are, and the things 

which will take place after this. (Rev 1:19)

Tribulation
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er
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What’s New in Revelation?

• Surprisingly little: Only the last two 
chapters deal with things totally new, that 
are not discussed in the OT.

• Does Revelation quote from the OT?
• The Book of Revelation has no direct 
quotations from the Old Testament, but 
it has about 550 references back to the 
Old Testament.

What’s New in Revelation?
• So what is the main value of Revelation?

• It takes the Old Testament prophecies 
and puts them in chronological order so 
that the sequence of events may be 
determined.

• It fleshes out and gives more details 
about prophecies from Daniel and from 
Jesus, Himself.

•John’s Book of Revelation relies heavily 
on symbols to convey its message.
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Symbols in Revelation
• What is a symbol?

• A symbol is an image, word, or sign that is 
used to represent something else. 
(Example: A dragon is used to represent 
Satan.)

•What is an allegory?
• An allegory is usually a fictional story, not 

meant to be understood literally, used to 
represent a truth or generalization about 
human existence.

Can the Symbols in Revelation Be 
Understood?

• One extreme states that the existence of these symbols 
shows that this book simply cannot be understood and 
must be very simply interpreted in terms of a general 
conflict between good and evil.

• In the second extreme, the symbols are used to wildly 
speculate and even exegete the daily news.

• There is a balance between the two extremes. While the 
Bible does use many symbols, it is consistent in its usage 
of symbols.
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Now, let's get started!

rEvElation 1:1-3

(Most Quotations are from the New 
King James version and NASB)

Revelation 1:1-3
• 1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 

gave Him to show His servants—things which 
must shortly take place. And He sent and 
signified it by His angel to His servant John, 
2who bore witness to the word of God, and 
to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things 
that he saw. 3Blessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written in it; 
for the time is at hand.



1/5/2022

39

Revelation
• “...shortly come to 

pass...”
• "Shortly," in the 

Greek, means that 
once the day of 
fulfillment comes, 
there will be no delay 
of execution.

1The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave 
Him to show His 
servants—things 
which must 
shortly take 
place, to the 
seven churches 
which are in Asia:

Revelation
• Blessed is he who reads, hears, 

and KEEPS.
• The word for "keep" means 

watch, and “time is near” implies 
immensity.

• The believer is supposed to read 
this book and watch for the 
events because some of them 
could happen at any moment.

• We are to be ready, at all times, 
for Jesus’ return.

3 Blessed is he 
who reads 
and those who 
hear the 
words of this 
prophecy, and 
keep those 
things which 
are written in 
it; for the time 
is near.
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Revelation 1:4-6
• 4John, to the seven churches which are in 

Asia:
• Grace to you and peace from Him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over 
the kings of the earth.

• To Him who loved us and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, 6and has made us 
kings and priests to His God and Father, to 
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen.

Revelation 1: 7-8
• 7Behold, He is coming with clouds, 

and every eye will see Him, even they 
who pierced Him. And all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn because of Him. 
Even so, Amen.

• 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End,” says the 
Lord, “who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty.”
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Revelation
• Why just 7 churches?

• There were more than 7 
churches at the time 
(Example: Church of 
Colossae in Asia, but not 
mentioned )

• This is very strange.

4John, to 
the 
seven 
churches 
which 
are in 
Asia:

Revelation
• Who is the author 

of Revelation?
• The Triune God, 

the Father (Him 
who is, and 
was, and is to 
come), the 7-
fold Holy Spirit 
(Isaiah 11:2) and 
Jesus

Grace to you 
and peace from 
Him who is and 
who was and who 
is to come, and 
from the seven 
Spirits who are 
before His 
throne, and 
from Jesus 
Christ,
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7-Fold Aspects of the Holy Spirit
• Strange phrase
• “the seven Spirits who are before His 

throne”
• Not a new concept
• And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on 

him— the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. (Isaiah 11:2)

Revelation
• Who are those who have pierced Him?
• Zechariah 12: God the Father is speaking 

and, in vs 12, says that someday, the Jewish 
people will do something quite remarkable:

• “they will look upon me whom they have 
pierced and weep for Him as for an only 
son.”

• Note the two persons of the Trinity 
mentioned in one verse.

And 
everyone 
will see 
Him 
even 
those 
who 
pierced 
Him.
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Rev 1:7 reveals the book's theme: 
• Behold, he comes with the clouds; and every 

eye shall see him, and they that pierced him; 
and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn 
over him. Even so, Amen.

• The return of Jesus is the central theme of 
the book
• Note the manner of His return

• Not elected or selected. 
• No political intrigue or campaigning 
• Not secretly 

Revelation
• Jesus warned His 

disciples about false 
Messiahs who 
would come, 
perform 
miracles, and claim 
to be Him. They can 
even come in the 
form of a political 
movement.

Therefore, if they 
say to you, ‘Look, 
He is in the desert!’ 
do not go out; or 
‘Look, He is in the 
inner rooms!’ do not 
believe it. 
Matt 24:26
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Revelation
• But Jesus’ return 

will be sudden and 
dramatic. 

For as the 
lightning comes 
from the east 
and flashes to 
the west, so 
also will the 
coming of the 
Son of Man 
be. Matt 
24:27

Revelation 1: 8
• 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End,” says the 
Lord, “who is and who was and who 
is to come, the Almighty.”

•How does Jesus describe Himself?
• Jesus describes Himself as the Eternal 

One, encompassing the beginning 
and the end. He is the sovereign God 
Himself.
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Revelation 1:9-20
•Rev 1:9-20 is the first major division of 

the book of Revelation.
• John is instructed to write the things 

which he saw, the things that are, and the 
things that will come to pass

•Vs 9-11 is the introduction
•Vs 12-16 are the things John saw
• Vs 17-20 is the interpretation John 

receives of the things that he saw.

John of Patmos
•Who is John and why was he chosen?

• John was probably a teenager when He 
was called by Jesus

• He is referred to as “the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.”

• He was the only disciple who showed up 
to the cross to be with Jesus’ mother.

• It is believed that he wrote the Gospel of 
John, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John, and Revelation.
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John of Patmos
•Church tradition says that John died on 

the Isle of Patmos when he was 100 
years old.

•Tertullian, writing in about 200 AD, states 
that John survived being boiled in hot oil 
by the Romans and, since the Romans 
could not kill him, they banished him.

Revelation 1:9
• John had suffered 

persecution and is 
in a visionary state 
on “the Lord’s 
day,” better 
rendered as “a 
Lordy Day.”

• Ever have one of 
those?

I, John, both your 
brother and companion in 
the tribulation and 
kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was on the 
island that is called 
Patmos for the word of 
God and for the 
testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 10I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s Day,
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John in Patmos

• Rome became increasingly 
hostile to Christians and every 
disciple, but one was 
actually executed. John is 
banished to Patmos, between 
Greece and Turkey, by Emperor 
Domitian.

A crucified God who 
offered Grace that you 
didn’t have to pay for 
was scandalous to 
Rome.

John in Patmos• Patmos is a very small 
Greek island in the 
Aegean Sea off the 
coast of Turkey. It has 
been in habited since 
3000 B.C.

• About 3000 people live 
there.

• Home to a Greek 
Orthodox Monastery
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John on Patmos...writing in about 95 AD

Revelation 1:9-11 Introduction
• Some say that these 

seven churches 
were chosen 
because they were 
closest to Patmos, 
but there is much 
more to the story.

...and I heard behind me a 
loud voice, as of a trumpet, 
11saying, “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First 
and the Last,” and, “What 
you see, write in a book 
and send it to the seven 
churches which are in Asia: 
to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to 
Pergamos, to Thyatira, to 
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and 
to Laodicea.”
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Revelation 1:9-11 Introduction
The seven churches: 
what do we know 
about them?

They are about to 
be addressed by Jesus, 
Himself.

These 
“assemblies” in 
diaspora (everything 
outside Israel) were 
largely Gentile-
dominated by the time 
John is writing on the 
Isle of Patmos.
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Revelation 1: 12-16 
the things which he 

saw

Rev 1:12-16
• 12Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with 

me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13and in the midst of the seven 
lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed 
with a garment down to the feet and girded 
about the chest with a golden band. 14His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as 
snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 
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Rev 1:12-16
• 15His feet were like 

fine brass, as if 
refined in a furnace,
and His voice as the 
sound of many 
waters; 16He had in 
His right hand seven 
stars, out of His 
mouth went a sharp 
two-edged 
sword... 

Revelation 1:12-15
• What did Jesus look 

like?
• We have very 

few descriptions of Him 
in Scripture.

• Isaiah 53:2 says that his 
appearance is average, 
not conspicuous in any 
way.

• This Jesus is very 
different.

One like the Son of 
Man, clothed with a 
garment down to the 
feet and girded about 
the chest with a golden 
band. 14His head and 
hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, 
and His eyes like a 
flame of fire; 15His feet 
were like fine brass, as 
if refined in a furnace, 
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Revelation 1:12-15
• John sees, now, the 

resurrected Christ, in all 
His glory, with eyes like 
fire and feet of fine 
brass: These are symbols 
of judgement.

• Where does this title, 
Son of Man, come from?

• Daniel and Jesus 
Himself.

One like the Son of 
Man, clothed with a 
garment down to the 
feet and girded about 
the chest with a golden 
band. 14His head and 
hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, 
and His eyes like a 
flame of fire; 15His feet 
were like fine brass, as 
if refined in a furnace, 

Daniel’s "Son of Man” Dan 7:13-14
Note how 
Revelation 
helps flesh 
out Daniel’s 
visions. 
Jesus 
identifies 
Himself as 
this Son of 
Man in the 
Gospels.

“I was watching in the night visions, 
and behold, One like the Son of Man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven! He 
came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
brought Him near before Him. Then to 
Him was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom, That all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve 
Him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and His kingdom the one which shall 
not be destroyed.
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Revelation 1:12-15
• Golden Band: Symbol of 

Kingship.
• Robe: Symbol of the 

Priesthood or Prophet.
• The resurrected Christ fulfills 

all three roles, prophet (first 
coming), priest (currently at 
the right hand of 
God, interceding for us), and 
king (His future role.)

One like the Son of 
Man, clothed with a 
garment down to the 
feet and girded about 
the chest with a golden 
band. 14His head and 
hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, 
and His eyes like a 
flame of fire; 15His feet 
were like fine brass, as 
if refined in a furnace,

Revelation 1:12-15
• His voice drowns out all 

others and the sword 
represents God’s word that 
can pierce soul and spirit. 
Later, Jesus will slay His 
enemies with His Word.

and His voice as the 
sound of many waters; 
16He had in His right 
hand seven stars, out 
of His mouth went a 
sharp two-edged 
sword.
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Revelation 1:17-20
•Now John receives the 
interpretation of who he saw

•17And when I saw Him, I fell at His 
feet as dead. But He laid His right 
hand on me, saying to me, “Do not 
be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
18 I am He who lives, and was dead, 
and behold, I am alive forevermore. 
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades 
and of Death.

Revelation 1:17-20
•Note how Jesus 
identifies Himself. 

•He is not just a 
human prophet, 
He is the first and 
last, the eternal 
one. 

•He is also the 
conqueror of Hell.

I am the First and 
the Last. 18 I am He 
who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, I 
am alive 
forevermore. Amen. 
And I have the keys 
of Hades and of 
Death.
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Revelation 1:19-20
• 19Write the things which you have seen, and 

the things which are, and the things which will 
take place after this. 20The mystery of the 
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, 
and the seven golden lampstands: the seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands which you saw are 
the seven churches.

These were the things that 
John saw, the first major 
section of Revelation is 

complete. 
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Summary Rev 1:1-20
• Suffering vs King Messiah
• Four views of Revelation

• We will use the futurist view
• Supported by Jesus’ comment about Daniel’s 

Abomination of Desolation
• Importance of a literal, in-context view of 

Scripture.
• Importance of distinguishing between the 

Jewish people and Gentiles in Scripture.
• We have reviewed the things that John saw.

PAUSE FOR CONTEXT
•To understand the Book of 
Revelation fully, we need to 
understand that we are living in a 
period that the Bible calls…

thE timEs of thE 
GEntilEs
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timEs of thE GEntilEs  
• Luke 21: 24: Jesus’ disciples ask Him when 

the Temple will be destroyed and when He 
will set up His Kingdom.

• They do not understand that these are two 
separate events, separated by a long period 
of time.

• The Temple would be destroyed in 70 AD.
• In answering, He gives us a clue as to when 

the season of His coming to set up the 
Kingdom would be.

timEs of thE GEntilEs 
• And they (the Jewish people) shall fall by the 

edge of the sword, and shall be led captive 
into all the nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. Luke 21:24

•Until Gentiles can NO LONGER tread 
down the city of Jerusalem.

•Trodden Down= ruled or mistreated.
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What is the “Times of the 
Gentiles” ?

• That long period of time from the 
Babylonian Empire to the Second 
Coming of the Messiah during which 
time the Gentiles have dominance over 
the City of Jerusalem. This does not rule 
out temporary Jewish control of the city, 
but all such Jewish control will be 
temporary or incomplete, until the 
Second Coming.

Jewish Temporary Control of the City
• The Maccabean Period (164 BC to 63 BC)
• First Jewish Revolt against Rome (AD 66-70)

• The Second Jewish Revolt (the Bar Kokhba
Revolt) against Rome (AD 132-135)

• In 1967, as a result of the Six Day War, Israel 
“took” the Old City. This, too, is incomplete, 
as the Dome of the Rock and Islamic authority 
testify.

• And Temporary: We will learn that Gentiles 
will yet tread Jerusalem down for at least 
another 3½ years in the future.(Rev. 11:1-2).
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DANIEL 2: 
Nebuchadnezzar has a 

frightful dream that only 
Daniel can interpret.

Head of 
Gold

Chest and Arms of 
Silver

Bronze Belly and Thighs

Iron Legs

Feet: Mix of Iron and Clay

Medo-Persia
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You, O king, are the king of kings. 
The God of Heaven has given you 

dominion and power and might and 
glory; 38 in your hands he has 

placed mankind and the beasts of 
the field and the birds of the air. 
Wherever they live, he has made 
you ruler over them all. You are 

that head of gold.

“

Daniel 2:44-45

"During the reigns of those 
kings, the God of heaven will set 
up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed or conquered. It will 
crush all these kingdoms into 
nothingness, and it will stand 
forever. That is the meaning of 
the rock cut from the mountain, 
though not by human hands, 
that crushed to pieces the 
statue of iron, bronze, clay, 
silver, and gold. The great God 
was showing the king what will 
happen in the future. The 
dream is true, and its meaning 
is certain.”
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“You are the head of gold” 609 BC BaBylon

“And after you will arise another kingdom, inferior 
to yours” 539 BC

mEdo-PErsia: The Silver Empire

“still a third kingdom of bronze which shall 
bear rule over all the earth.” 334 BC

GrEEcE: The Brass Kingdom

“and as iron that crushes all these…shall it break in pieces and crush. 
And whereas you saw the feet and toes, part of potters clay, and part 
of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; but there shall be in it the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with miry 
clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so 
the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken…and whereas 
you saw the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves 
with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to another, even 
as iron does not mingle with clay.”
romE: The Iron Kingdom 197 BC

“You are the Head of Gold”

BaBylon=Gold highly valued
“mEdo-PErsia: The Silver Empire

Two arms represent two nations: Medes and 
Persians. They valued silver above all else . 
Lacked the unity of the Babylonian Empire

GrEEcE: The Brass Kingdom
Alexander the Great’s soldiers were known for 
wearing brass armor. Two thighs probably represent 
Greece and Syria, the dominant portions of his 
kingdom after Alexander dies

romE: Used iron to make weapons of war. Two 
legs and ten toes. Begins united then breaks 
into two pieces going through a two-division 
stage which eventually gives way to a ten-

division stage represented by 10 toes.
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ROME’S UNIQUENESS
1. It totally subdues 

and crushes those that 
precede it.

2. Strong, yet divided. 
Parts do not adhere 
together just as clay and 
metal do not adhere well 
together

3. It is the last Gentile 
empire before the “Stone 
from Heaven” rules.

United:
Two 

Division
Ten 

Division

Mix of Iron and Miry clay 



1/5/2022

63

Who are “they” in Daniel 2:43?
“They will mingle 

themselves with the seed of  
men, but they shall not cleave 
to one another"
“Mingle” means in marriage 
bonds.
“Seed” refers to genetic 
mixing.
We are told, in essence, “two 
such different elements can 
never harmonize”

5th Kingdom is not 
Gentile, but 

Jewish. “Stone” in 
Scripture, symbolically 
always stands for the 

Messiah, 
Jesus. "Mountain" symbol

ically always means 
kingdom. So, following the 
last Gentile Kingdom will 

be the Messianic 
Kingdom, also known as 
the Millennial Kingdom.
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Summary Daniel 2

1. The Babylonian Empire
2. The Medo-Persian Empire
3. The Hellenistic Empire
4. The Fourth Empire (2 legs, 10 toes)

a. The United Stage
b. The Two-Division Stage
c. The Ten-Division Stage

5. The Messianic Kingdom

Ptolemy : Egypt
Seleucus: Babylon
Cassander: Greece

Lysimachus: Thrayce

Lydia, Babylonia, and Egypt 

BABYLON MEDO-PERSIA

GREECE ROME

In Daniel 7, Daniel will 
describe 4 beasts, the fourth 

of which will be peculiar 
because it will have 10 horns 

and then a little horn that 
arises amongst the 10. 

Notice what the little horn 
does to the other horns.
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Daniel 7
• .

Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by 
night, and behold, the four winds of heaven 
were stirring up the Great Sea. And four 
great beasts came up from the sea, each 
different from the other. The first was like a 
lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till 
its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted 
up from the earth and made to stand on 
two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was 
given to it.

Daniel 7
•“And suddenly another beast, a second, 
like a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and had three ribs in its mouth 
between its teeth. And they said thus 
to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’
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Daniel 7
•“After this I looked, and there 
was another, like a leopard, 
which had on its back four wings 
of a bird. The beast also had four 
heads, and dominion was given 
to it.

Daniel 7
• “After this I saw in the night visions, and 

behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge 
iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in 
pieces, and trampling the residue with its 
feet. It was different from all the beasts that 
were before it, and it had ten horns. I was 
considering the horns, and there was 
another horn, a little one, coming up 
among them, before whom three of the 
first horns were plucked out by the roots. 
And there, in this horn, were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words.
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Daniel 7
•Who are those beasts? Daniel is GIVEN 
the interpretation.

• ‘Those great beasts, which are four, are 
four kings which arise out of the earth. 
But the saints of the Most High shall 
receive the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’

Daniel 7
•The fourth beast is unique:
•“Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be 
A fourth kingdom on earth, Which shall 
be different from all other kingdoms, And 
shall devour the whole earth, Trample it 
and break it in pieces.



1/5/2022

68

Daniel 7
•So you say, OK, so far, so good. The 
beasts are four kingdoms, but what 
about the horns?

•Daniel 7:24 “The ten horns are ten kings 
Who shall arise from this kingdom. And 
another shall rise after them; He shall be 
different from the first ones, And shall 
subdue three kings.”

Ptolemy : Egypt
Seleucus: Babylon
Cassander: Greece

Lysimachus: Thrayce

Lydia, Babylonia, and Egypt 

BABYLON MEDO-PERSIA

GREECE ROME

Babylon’s 
symbol = Lion

UNEVEN

Swift
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He shall speak pompous 
words against the Most 
High, Shall persecute 
the saints of the Most 
High, And shall intend to 
change times and law. 
Then the saints shall be 
given into his hand For a 
time and times and half 
a time.

“I was watching; and 
the same horn was 
making war against 
the saints, and 
prevailing against 
them, until the 
Ancient of Days came, 
and a judgment was 
made in favor of the 
saints of the Most 
High, and the time 
came for the saints to 
possess the 
kingdom.”
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The United Stage of the 4th Empire
“Thus, he said: 
‘The fourth beast 
shall be a fourth 
kingdom on earth, 
which shall be 
different from all 
other kingdoms, 
And shall devour 
the whole earth, 
trample it, and 
break it in pieces.

Summary of the 4th Beast of Daniel 7
• AGAIN: Diverse from all the kingdoms
• Comes out of the Earth=humanity
• Shall devour the whole earth and break it into 

pieces
• Ten horns= 10 kings and then a little horn
• Another king, the little horn (Anti-Christ)

• Kills 3 kings and speaks blasphemy
• Persecutes the saints and prevails over them
• Changes the times, seasons, and the law
• Will have total control for 3 ½ years.
• He will be personally defeated by the coming of the 

Ancient of Days
• In the end, the kingdom will pass over to the saints
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What does Daniel tell us about the 4th Kingdom?

• United Stage
• Two-division stage (the two legs of Dan 2)
• One-World-Government Stage
• Ten-division stage (the ten horns)
• Followed by little-horn (Anti-Christ) stage arising out of 

10 division stage, kills 3 kings, rules for 3 ½ years (Daniel 
9:27, Rev11:2)

• Messianic Kingdom ( Dan 7:27)

• Babylon

• Medo-Persia

• Greece

• Rome 
(Imperialism)

Daniel 2
Daniel 7
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Daniel 2 Daniel 7
1. Babylon 1. Babylon
2. Medo-Persia 2. Medo-Persia
3. Hellenistic 3. Hellenistic

a. United
b. Four-Division Stage

4. The Fourth Empire 4. The Fourth Empire
a. United Stage a. United Stage
b. Two-Division Stage b. One World Gov't
c. Ten-Division Stage c. Ten-Division Stage

d. Anti-Christ Stage
5. Messianic Kingdom 5. Messianic Kingdom

NEW

NEW

1. The Babylonian Empire
2. The Medo-Persian Empire
3. The Hellenistic Empire

a. The United Stage
b. The Four-Division Stage

4. The Fourth Empire
a. The United Stage

b. The Two-Division Stage
c. The One-World-Gov't Stage

d. The Ten-Division Stage
e. The Anti-Christ Stage

5. The Messianic Kingdom

You 
are  

here
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Rome, the 4th Empire
• Many prophecy scholars have been looking for the “Revived 

Roman Empire,” based on this prophecy.

• Several heralded the new European Union (EU) as the 
beginning of this revival...though there had been numerous 
"common markets" before.

• When the EU reached 10 member nations, there were 
writers who said these are the 10 horns.

• But, then it grew beyond 10 nations.

Rome, the 4th Empire

• AND...the European Union never included the 
Eastern nations of the world, like Russia.

• Are we looking for the wrong thing?
• Daniel never says that this 4th Gentile entity 

that we identify as Rome will go away and then 
be revived.

• What if the 4th Empire, Rome, never 
actually went away?
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The Uniqueness of the 4th Empire
• It has five stages that will continue from the end 

of the Third Empire until the Messianic Kingdom
• Rome, proper, can explain only the first of the five
The Fourth Empire

a. The United Stage
b. The Two-Division Stage
c. The One-World-Government Stage

d. The Ten-Division Stage
e. The Anti-Christ Stage

The Uniqueness of the 4th Empire
Uniqueness of Daniel's 4th Empire was…

Imperialism, which was a new system

• Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece all allowed 
Jews to rule in Israel, either through a king or 
the high priests

• Imperialism: When Rome conquered it, 
Romans were sent to rule.
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Imperialism

• Imperialism is a form of international hierarchy in which one political 
community effectively governs or controls another political 
community. 

• Economic imperialism is minimally defined as the export of capital 
from one country to another. 

Dictatorship (Monarchy) vs Imperialism

Dictatorship or 
absolutism is a 

form of government 
when a political 

figure or king has 
absolute power over 
his or her people.

Imperialism is a 
policy of extending a 
country’s power and 

influence through 
colonization, 
military force, 

culture, or other 
means
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The Fourth Imperialistic Empire
a. The United Stage
b. The Two-Division Stage
c. The One-World-Gov't Stage
d. The Ten-Division Stage
e. The Anti-Christ Stage (the little 

horn)
So, which stage of this 4th

imperialist government are 
we in now?

Five Stages of 4th Empire
1. United Stage= Rome  63 BC to 364 AD
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5 Stages of 4th Empire
1. United Stage= Rome  63 BC to 364 AD
2. Two Division Stage = 364 AD

1. Rome divided into East West 
headquartered in  Rome and 
Constantinople.

a.  Eastern division collapses 1453 
*Rulers flee to Russia setting up 
imperialistic government under Czars 
(Caesar). Russia calls herself the third 
Roman Empire. *Eastern Roman Imperial 
power  today is Russia.

5 Stages of 4th

Empire

Two Division Stage=364 AD
Rome divided into East & 
West, headquartered in Rome 
and Constantinople.
Eastern division collapses 
in 1453 *Rulers flee to Russia, 
setting up imperialistic 
government under Czars (Caesar). 
Russia calls herself the Third 
Roman Empire. *Eastern Roman 
Imperial power today is Russia.
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The Eastern “Roman” Division

Russian Orthodox Bishop 
Philotheus declared, in 1510, 
“Two Romes have fallen. The 
third stands. And there will 
be no fourth. No one shall 
replace your Christian 
Tsardom!”

2015 The 
Times of 
Israel
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Russia’s 
Coat of 
Arms

Rome’s Symbol
• SPQR= The 

Senate and 
People of 
Rome

• Eagle 
symbolized 
strength, 
courage, and 
immortality.
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Byzantine Rome’s 
Symbol

•Not to be 
outdone, the 
Eastern Roman 
Empire 
adopted the 
double-headed 
eagle.

Holy Roman Empire Symbol
Charlemagne Selected 

“King” by the Electors in 
768 

Pronounced “Emperor” by 
the Pope in 800
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Adopted by the Hapsburgs of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire  and by the 
Russia Empire

And guess which coat of arms the 
Kaiser in Germany would adopt?
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Five Stages of Fourth Empire
2. Western Division

1. Remained in Rome until 476 AD
2. Fall of Rome, power center shifts to 

France
a. Charlemagne, in 800 AD, calls 

his domain the “Holy Roman Empire”
3. 962 AD Otto I of Germany defeats 

Franks, sets up the Holy Roman 
Empire of German Nation and what 
name does he take?

a. Takes title of Kaiser = Caesar

Western Imperialist Balance of Power
“The West” today is centered in the 
democratic nations of the West
Two Division, East/West Division of 
Imperial Power began in 364 and continues 
today

This may be a better term than 
“Revived Roman Empire” because the 
Roman Imperialist Empire, in one 
sense, never went away.
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Rome West Review
1. Rome falls in 476
2. . Charlemagne 800 AD calls his 

domain “Holy Roman Empire”
3. 962 Otto I of Germany =Kaiser
4. 1516 Charles 5th of Spain becomes 

Holy Roman Emperor
5. 20th Century Emperors:

Hitler and his “Third Reich”
Mussolini “Third Roman Empire”

Reichsadler



1/5/2022

85

Guess 
what flies 
over the 
Federal 
building in 
Germany 
today?

20th Century Emperors Symbols 
• Mussolini adorned his 

cap with the Fascist 
Eagle. He formed the 
“Fascist Order of the 
Roman Eagle in 1942”



1/5/2022

86

Where did the term"fascist" come from?

• Faci=bundle of rods around 
an axe representing 
absolute authority. Adopted 
by both Hitler and 
Mussolini.

It was a symbol of Rome.
“ Exercising Imperium”

The Fascist Symbol Originated with Rome and 
Symbolizes Roman Power and Authority
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Where else do you think we find this pagan 
Roman symbol of power?

The Lincoln Memorial 
The Fascist bundles were placed there as a symbol 

that Lincoln held imperium, which is ultimate 
executive authority.



1/5/2022

88

Feet=“Iron Mixed with Miry Clay”
• Remember that Daniel’s statue tells us that the 

last form of Government, which we identified 
originates with Rome, would have two 
divisions.

• It would have two strange feet of iron mixed 
with clay. It will have two parts that will not 
mix together well. Governmental parts would 
mix and match, but loosely stay in two parts, 
not always getting along and realigning 
frequently.

Feet=“Iron Mixed with Miry Clay”
• Today, we see the world is a messy place 

divided in two, East and West. The two “feet” 
have complex and weak connections between 
countries. The center of power between East 
and West varies, but the East-West division 
continues.

• The clue is that symbols of the Roman Empire 
persist in our world.
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Feet=“Iron Mixed with Miry Clay”
• Today, America is center of the Western 

division and Russia is the center of the 
East…subject to change

• Fragmentation and difficulty melding is the 
norm for both halves.

• In the West, NATO and the EU have their 
adventures and difficulties trying to stay 
united.

“Iron Mixed with Clay”
The Soviet Union in the East fell apart and 

is now trying to reassemble itself.
The European Union assembled and is now 

starting to show signs of disunity and crumbling 
.
And what was the name of the Treaty that 

began uniting them in March of 1957?
The TreaTy of rome
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Rome Reunited?
One principle of Scripture: What a group of 

people does to Israel, will be visited back on 
that people.

So, as Rome scattered the Jewish people 
throughout the world in 130 AD, so has Rome 
been scattered throughout the world.

Now that Israel has returned to its original 
form, will the Roman Imperial System return to 
its original form of one world government?

Will “Rome” Reunite? 
3. Daniel’s 4th Stage = One-World-Government 

stage
a. East-West division breaks down
b. Dan 7 sees this stage, not Dan 2
c. This was a future event

a. Rome never did this 
b. Did not even go as far as Alexander the 

Great.
c. Rome was only first stage of Empire of 

Imperialism.
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One World Government ?: UN Agenda 21

• “UN Agenda 21/Sustainable Development is 
the action plan implemented worldwide to 
inventory and control all land, all water, all 
minerals, all plants, all animals, all 
construction, all means of production, all 
energy, all education, all information, and all 
human beings in the world. INVENTORY AND 
CONTROL”----Rosa Koire (author, Behind the Green 
Mask)

• (Democrats Against U.N. Agenda 21)

Will “Rome” Reunite? 
4. 10-Division Stage

a. Dan 2= ten toes
b. Dan 7 = 10 horns
c. Comes out of a one-world government

* Not just the European Union
**Club of Rome=international think tank 
committed to global prosperity and 
government division of world into 10 economic 
spheres

Spooky!
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Today
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What about China?

• “China Says U.S. Has Lost Global Credibility, Urges 
Russia Alignment”

• NEWSWEEK, BY DAVID BRENNAN ON 12/30/21 
AT 9:19 AM EST

Daniel’s Last Stage for the 4th Empire

4. The Fourth Empire
a. The United Stage
b. The Two-Division stage (East/West)
c. The One World Government Stage
d. The Ten-Division Stage
e. The Anti-Christ Stage
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Review: Age of the Gentiles
• 1. Babylon
• 2. The Medo-Persian Empire
• 3. The Hellenistic Empire

• a. The United Stage
• b. The Four-Division Stage

• 4. The Fourth Empire: The Empire of Imperialism
• a. The United Stage: The Roman Empire
• b. The Two-Division Stage : East-West Balance
• C. The One-World-Government Stage
• d. The Ten-Division Stage: The Ten Kingdoms
• e. The Anti-Christ Stage: Absolute Imperialism

• 5. The Messianic Kingdom: Restores David’s 
Throne

Summary: Times of the Gentiles
1. Jesus affirms the importance of looking at the 
Bible and seeing how God deals with two groups 
of people, the Jews and the Gentiles.
2. We propose that the Times of the Gentiles is 
that long period laid out by Daniel between the 
Kingdom of Babylon and a future day when 
Jerusalem is no longer "trodden down" by 
Gentiles but is permanently, completely in Jewish 
hands and the Messianic Kingdom is set up.
3. Daniel's 4th Beast describes a peculiar 
kingdom with certain characteristics.
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Summary: Times of the Gentiles
4. The 4th Beast will be unique from the other three.

- Imperialistic, spreading its influence by military or 
political pressure.

- It will have world-wide influence and have many 
parts that will not adhere well together. There will be 
changing alliances within it.

- It goes through many phases; we are now living in 
the Two-Division stage (an East/West division).

- It will eventually go through a One-World-
Government and 10- Division stage before the Anti-
Christ ultimately takes control...until God, through 
Christ, ushers in the Messianic Kingdom.




