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1

More Details on the Anti-Christ Revelation 13

2

So far Daniel taught us that 
the Anti-Christ will…
1. Kill three kings
2. Speak blasphemy
3. Persecute the 
saints...and prevail.
4. Change the times, 
seasons, and the law.
5. Have total control for 
3 ½ years (or 42 months or 
1260 days).
6. Be defeated by Messiah
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Daniel’s 4th Beast

• Diverse from the rest
• Roman Imperialist System
• So far, nondescript (other than having 10 horns)

3

Revelation 13 and 
17 are  about to 

describe Daniel’s 
4th Beast in more 

detail.

Rev 13:1-
10
*Same as 
Dan 7
*5th

Sta
ge =Anti-
Christ
*10 
Horns=1
0 
kingdom
s
*

4

Beast of Revelation 13 
and 17 is the same 
beast as 4th beast 
in Daniel 7. Roman 
Imperialist System has 
five stages. The
emphasis here is on 
the 5th or Anti-Christ 
stage.
This Beast has
10 horns and 7 heads.
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1Then I stood on the sand 
of the sea. And I saw a 
beast rising up out of the 
sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his 
horns ten crowns, and on 
his heads a blasphemous 
name. 2Now the 
beast, which I saw was 
like a leopard, his feet 
were like the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth like 
the mouth of a lion.

Rev 13:1-10

Sound 
Familiar? 
(Dan 7)

6

The dragon gave him his power, 
his throne, and great authority. 
3And I saw one of his heads as if 
it had been mortally wounded, 
and his deadly wound was 
healed. And all the world 
marveled and followed the 
beast. 4So they worshiped the 
dragon who gave authority to 
the beast; and they worshiped 
the beast, saying, “Who is like 
the beast? Who is able to make 
war with him?”
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5And he was given a mouth 
speaking great things and 
blasphemies, and he was given 
authority to continue for forty-two 
months (3.5 yrs). 6Then he opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme His name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in 
heaven. 7It was granted to him to 
make war with the saints and to 
overcome them. And authority was 
given him over every tribe, tongue, 
and nation.

8

8All who dwell on the Earth will 
worship him, whose names 
have not been written in the 
Book of Life of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the 
world. 9If anyone has an ear, let 
him hear. 10He who leads into 
captivity shall go into captivity; 
he who kills with the sword 
must be killed with the sword. 
Here is the patience and the 
faith of the saints.
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9

Let's stop and 
look at these 

same verses in 
more detail

10

1Then I stood on the sand 
of the sea*. And I saw a 
beast rising up out of the 
sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his 
horns ten crowns, and on 
his heads a blasphemous 
name. 2Now the beast 
which I saw was like a 
leopard, his feet were like 
the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a 
lion. (Rev 13)

SEA = same as 
the Sea in 

Daniel 7 = Gentile 
Nations

This will be 
confirmed when we 
read in Revelation 
17:15 “The waters 
that you saw on 

which the woman sits 
are many peoples, 
multitudes, nations, 

and tongues”
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1Then I stood on the sand 
of the sea. And I saw a 
beast rising up out of the 
sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his 
horns ten crowns, and on 
his heads a blasphemous 
name. 2Now the beast 
which I saw was like a 
leopard, his feet were like 
the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a 
lion. (Rev 13)

Daniel 7 = these 
10 horns are 10 

kingdoms

Composite 
Beast Dan 7 = 

animal parts are 
from Greece, 
Medo-Persia, 
and Babylon

12

The dragon gave him his power, 
his throne, and great authority. 
3And I saw one of his heads as 

if it had been mortally 
wounded, and his deadly 

wound was healed. And all the 
world marveled and followed 
the beast. 4So they worshiped 
the dragon who gave authority 

to the beast; and they 
worshiped the beast, saying, 

“Who is like the beast? Who is 
able to make war with him?”

Hasatan = 
Adversary = Satan

NEW : Leader 
(Anti-Christ) killed 
and then healed

Now 
the world 

follows the 
Anti-Christ & 

worships 
Satan & the 
Anti-Christ
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13

5And he was given a mouth 
speaking great things and 

blasphemies, and he was given 
authority to continue for forty-
two months (3.5 yrs). 6Then he 

opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme His 

name, His tabernacle, and 
those who dwell in heaven. 7It

was granted to him to make war 
with the saints and to overcome 
them. And authority was given 
him over every tribe, tongue, 

and nation.

Blasphemes God 
(sound familiar?)

**Makes war 
with the saints 
and overcomes 

them=Dan 7
Even talks smack 
with the ANGELS! 

Dan 2-7
World-wide 

dictator 42 mos
(3.5 years, 1260 

days = time, times, 
half a time)

14

8All who dwell on the earth 
will worship him, whose 

names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the 

Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.

9If anyone has an ear, let him 
hear. 10He who leads into 

captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the 
sword must be killed with the 
sword. Here is the patience 
and the faith of the saints.

All will worship 
except those 

who have 
accepted Jesus

Warning to the 
wicked: live by 
the sword, die 
by the sword
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The Beast of Rev 13
• Comes out of the sea

• The Gentile world
• The Beast of Daniel 7 = nondescript

• Rev 13, we get more details of the Beast
• Vs 1 It has 10 horns and 7 heads
• In Daniel 7, we are told these 10 horns represent 

10 kingdoms
• Daniel 7: At first, these 10 kingdoms will be ruled 

co-equally by ten men, but in the 5th stage, all 10 
will be ruled by the Anti-Christ who kills 3 of the 
10.

15

The Beast of Rev 13
• Something new in Rev 13

• The Beast has 7 heads
•Beast no longer nondescript: It is a 

composite: Leopard like body, Bear like 
feet, Lion-like mouth (Greece, Medo-Persia, 
Babylon)

•The body parts explained in Dan 7:12
“And as for the rest of the beasts, their 
dominion was taken away: yet their lives 
were prolonged for a season and a time.”

16
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The Beast of Rev 13
“Their lives 
prolonged”...the 
implication is that 
each of these beasts, 
Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, and 
Rome would have a 
prolonged influence 
in the world even 
after they are dead 
and gone.

17

Babylon : “Their lives prolonged”

18

Bruegel's “Tower of Babel”
EU Parliament in Strasburg, 

Germany
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Babylon Lives 

19

EU official replied, 
‘What they failed 
to complete 3000 
years ago – we in 
Europe will finish 

now.’

Babylon : “Their lives prolonged”

20

Woman riding a bull
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The Beast of Rev 13

Roman Imperial System, Daniel’s 5th stage = 
Anti-Christ Phase

He speaks great blasphemies.
He wars with the [Tribulation]  saints and 

the nations.
He is wounded in the head (killed) and 

then resurrected.
He is subsequently worshipped.

21

The Counterfeit Messiah

The Beast appears to be a political power 
system and then is personified in the Anti-
Christ .

Personification = When an abstract idea is 
spoken of as a person.

Example: The Anti-Christ controls the 
government, and He is the government.

He is part of the beast and he IS the beast.

22
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Personification 

Personification is not new to us:
Messiah Jesus will bring in the Kingdom of 

God AND He IS the government. He is the 
Kingdom; the personification of the Messianic 
Kingdom.

Jesus, as God Himself, dictated the Word 
of God AND He IS the Word of God, the 
personification of the Word of God.

23

The Counterfeit Messiah
Just as Messiah Jesus will be the government in the 
Messianic Kingdom, so the Anti-Christ “Beast” will rise 
up and become this Roman Imperialist System of 
government.

We will see this personification of the 
government beast, also, in Revelation 17.

We will also see the development of the Theme 
of a Counterfeit Trinity. The Anti-Christ is the 
counterfeit Son and Messiah, Satan, the counterfeit 
Father God, and the False Prophet, the counterfeit 
Holy Spirit.

24
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The Beast Daniel 7 and Revelation 13

25

Daniel 7 Anti-Christ Revelation 13 Anti-Christ
11th Little Horn kills 3 Kings (so 
he is the 8th)

Comes out of the 10 Kings, 
kills 3
One of 7 heads
Empowered by Satan

Persecutes the Saints and 
overcomes them

Wars against the Saints and 
overcomes them

World dictator for 3.5 years
Speaks great 
things/blasphemes God

Blasphemes God and the Host 
of Heaven
Killed and is healed 
(resurrected)
Worshipped by all in the 
world except believers

Personally defeated by God

26
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• Beastmania
• Daniel 7=> 4 beasts
• Revelation 17=> Woman 

riding a composite beast.
• Revelation 13=> Anti-Christ 

comes from the beast and is 
the beast.

• Revelation 13=>Beast from 
the earth that is the false 
prophet.

27

Revelation 17:1 the woman Rides a 
Beast

28

1Then one of the seven 
angels who had the seven 
bowls came and talked with 
me, saying to me, “Come, I 
will show you the judgment 
of the great harlot who sits 
on many waters, 2with whom 
the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and 
the inhabitants of the earth 
were made drunk with the 
wine of her fornication.”

REV 
17:1
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3So he carried me away in 
the Spirit into the wilderness. 
And I saw a woman sitting on 
a scarlet beast which was full 
of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten 
horns. 4The woman was 
arrayed in purple and scarlet,

and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, , 
having in her hand a golden 
cup full of abominations 

30

and the filthiness of her 
fornication. 5And on her 
forehead a name was written: 
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 6I saw the woman, 
drunk with the blood of the 
saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I 
saw her, I marveled with great 
amazement. 
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The Angel Explains

31

7But the angel said to 
me, “Why did you 
marvel? I will tell you the 
mystery of the woman 
and of the beast that 
carries her, which has 
the seven heads and the 
ten horns. 

This is the 
same beast 

from Rev 
13.

32

8The beast that you saw 
was, and is not, and will 
ascend out of the 
bottomless pit and go to 
perdition. And those who 
dwell on the earth will 
marvel, whose names are 
not written in the Book of 
Life from the foundation of 
the world, when they see 
the beast that was, and is 
not, and yet is. 

Rome 
(Imperialism) 
“Came, went 

and still is” AND 
the beast is an 
individual who 
will go to hell.

Beast is now 
personified
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9“Here is the mind which 
has wisdom: The seven 
heads are seven 
mountains on which the 
woman sits  (and they 
are also) seven kings. 
Five have fallen, one is, 
and the other has not yet 
come. And when he 
comes, he must  
continue a short time. 

Seven governments 
and seven Kings 

that come 
chronologically. 
They are not all 
present at the 

same time. 

5 gone, 6th 
present in 
John's day, 

7th is to 
come

34

11The beast that was, and 
is not, is himself also the 
eighth, and is of the seven, 
and is going to perdition. 
12“The ten horns which you 
saw are ten kings who have 
received no kingdom as yet, 
but they receive authority 
for one hour as kings with 
the beast. 

The Anti-
Christ is 8th

King AND 
one of the 
7(huh?)

10 Kings that 
have power 

TOGETHER at 
the same time 
with the beast. 
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Full House: 10 Kings and 7 Kings

35

666

Full House: 10 Kings and 7 Kings

36

12“The ten horns 
which you saw are 
ten kings who have 
received no 
kingdom as yet, but 
they receive 
authority for one 
hour as kings with 
the beast. 
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Full House: 10 Kings and 7 Kings

37

Five[governments]
have fallen, one is, 
and the other has 

not yet come. 
CHRONOLOGIC

666

Full House: 10 Kings and 7 Kings

38

666

11The beast that was, 
and is not, is himself 

also the eighth, and is 
of the seven, and is 
going to perdition. 
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How can the Anti-Christ be “of the 7” and also the 
8th? He is the 8th of the second group of 10 future 
kings because he kills three of them.

39

666

666

Full House: 10 Kings and 7 Kings

40

666

Knowing that John is 
living in the midst of 
the Empire or Roman 
Imperialism, we can 
look back in history to 
determine which 
Mountain Kings or 
Thrones these were. 
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Titus Livy 59 BC to 17 AD

41

Ab Urbe Condita Libri 
(Books from the 

Foundation of the City) 
Tells us there were 5 

types of Roman 
Government that had 
existed up until that 

time. 

Five “Kings”[governments] have come 
and gone by John's day

1. The Tarquin Kings 753-510 B.C. (1st Head)
2. The Counselors 510-494 B.C. (2ndHead)
3. The Plebeians or Dictators 494-390 B.C. (3rd

Head)
4. The Republicans or Decemvirs (Oligarchy of 
Ten) 390-59 B.C. (4th Head)
5. The Triumvirate 59-27 B.C. (The 5th Head)
6. Imperialism 27 BC - today (The 6th Head) 

42
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Revelation 17: 6th Head
“One is” the 6th head

Five types of government precede it
It begins in 27 BC Emperor Augustus “the 

venerated one” was made Emperor and the age of 
Imperialism began.
Augustus Caesar was the first Emperor. He 
transformed the republic to an Empire achieving 
tremendous Roman influence around the world and 
the Pax Romana.
Following him were Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, 
Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius, Vespasian, Titus and 
Domitian, who reigned in John’s day.

43

Revelation 17: 6th Head
“One is” the 6th head 

The 7 heads represent chronological development of 
the Roman government into an Imperialist System from 
the Tarquin Kings through the eventual absolute 
imperialism of the Anti-Christ Rule.
Rome was unique in the ancient world in that they 
attempted to “Romanize” the people they conquered 
as well as surrounding nations.  They spread their 
influence by military, economic and political pressure. 
This is Imperialism and continues today split into an 
East/West division still the 6th head.
The 7th head of the imperialist system is still to come.

44
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Revelation 17:  Who is the 7th Head?
•We are told that  the “7th head (of Roman 

Imperialist System) = Anti-Christ 
•He “is himself also an eighth, and is of the 

seven” How?
The Anti-Christ is the 7th head of 
imperialism that is to come .
He is also one of the 10 kings who arise out 
of a one world government.
He will kill three, so he will be the  8th King 
in that group that rule together but he is 
the 7th in the line of chronologic Kings.

45

46

13These are of one mind, 
and they will give their 
power and authority to the 
beast. 14These will make 
war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb will overcome them, 
for He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings; and those 
who are with Him are 
called, chosen, and 
faithful.” 

The Ten 
Kings that 
exist at the 
end at the 
same time 
serve the 

Anti-Christ.
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Beast Confusion
• “Beast”
•Remember that the term “Beast” is used 

both as the Fourth Gentile Empire in its 
final stage as well as, personally, of the 
Anti-Christ himself

•He is going on to “perdition” or hell 
which, of course, means…

He will eventually be Roast Beast.

47

Summary of Times of Gentiles
1. Times of the Gentiles is to be 
composed of four Gentile empires:
1. Babylonian

2. Medo-Persian
3. Hellenistic/Greek
4. Imperialistic (Beginning as Rome)

-5 heads before John’s day
-6th head in John’s day
- 7th head future Anti-Christ

48
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Summary of Times of Gentiles
Fourth Empire, the Empire of Imperialism by 
John’s day:

* We can look back and see 5 dead heads
1. Tarquin Kings
2. The Counselors
3. The Plebians
4. The Republicans
5. Triumvirate

49

6th= One live head=Emperor-led 
Imperialistic Rome and the Imperialistic 

system that continues to this day.

Summary of Times of Gentiles
The 6th Head of the Fourth Gentile Empire 
would have 5 stages:
1. United (Rome)

2. East/West Division (East vs West division 
balance of power)
3. One World Government stage
4. Ten Kingdom Stage
Lastly:  The Anti-Christ Stage (7th head of the 
chronologic kings, but the 8th of the 10)

50
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1. The Babylonian Empire
2. The Medo- Persian Empire
3. The Hellenistic Empire 

1. A. The United Stage
2. B. The Four Division Stage

4. The Fourth Gentile Empire
A. The United Stage– The  Roman Empire

*6 heads, last being Imperialism
B. The Two Division Stage—The East-West  Powers
C. The One World Government Stage 
D. The Ten Kingdom Stage– Ten Horns (Ten  Kings)
E. The Anti-Christ Stage –7th Head (11th Horn/8th Horn)

51

7th 
Head

Times of the 
Gentiles 
Summary

Alternative Explanation of the 7 heads

1. Assyria
2. Egypt
3. Babylon
4. Medo-Persia
5. Greece
6. Rome
7. Beast Empire = Islamo-Christian Religious 

System under the Anti-Christ.

52

Daniel Both Models 
explain how 

the Anti-Christ 
can be “the 
eighth yet of 
the seven “



1/12/2022

27

Thus ends our discussion of 
the Times of the Gentiles

53

Hallelujah!

Review Times of the Gentiles
• We looked at the Times of the Gentiles and the beasts 

of Daniel 7, Rev 13 and Rev 17 describing the world 
systems that would tread down Jerusalem.

• Currently we are in the East/West division of Daniel’s 4th

Beast Kingdom.
• Next will come a one world government moving 

towards a 10-division world government.
• The Anti-Christ will kill three of these 10 leaders.
• The last Gentile kingdom that will tread down 

Jerusalem will be  the absolute imperialist rule of the 
Anti-Christ just before Jesus returns.

54



1/12/2022

28

“The Things Which Are” Revelation 2 and 3

55

The 7 Churches

1. Jesus has specific things against five of these 
churches and nothing against two.

2. He finds specific good in six of these churches but 
nothing good in the seventh church; the seventh 
church is entirely outside of His favor.

56
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57

58
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Historical Prophetic Interpretation

1. Ephesus:  The Apostolic Church 30 to 100 AD
2. Smyrna:  Roman Persecution  100 to 313
3. Pergamum: Age of Constantine  313 to 600
4. Thyatira:   Dark Ages    600 to 1517
5. Sardis:    Reformation 1517 to 1648
6. Philadelphia: Missionary Church 1649 to 1900
7. Laodicea:  Apostasy  1900 to present

59

That while all seven types of churches always exist, one 
type dominates a particular era of church history.”       

(A. Fruchtenbaum)

Pattern: 6 items

1. Destination 
2. Description of Jesus
3. Commendation 
4. Condemnation 
5. Exhortation 
6. Promise

60
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61

Ephesus, Turkey

62
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Ephesus  The Apostolic Church(AD 30-100)

To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
‘These things says He who holds the seven 

stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst 
of the seven golden lampstands: 2“I know your 
works, your labor, your patience, and that you 
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have 
tested those who say they are apostles and 
are not, and have found them liars; 3and you 
have persevered and have patience, and have 
labored for My name’s sake and have not 
become weary. 

63

Ephesus: Apostolic 30 to 100 AD
• 4Nevertheless, I have this against you, that you 

have left your first love. 5Remember therefore 
from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place—unless 
you repent. 6But this you have, that you hate the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7“He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches. To him who overcomes I will 
give to eat from the tree of life which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God.

64
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Destination:  Ephesus

Description: The one who holds churches in his  
hands
• Commendation:

1. For condemning false teachers
2. For hating the work of the Nicolaitans-

“Followers of Nicolas“ “Rulers”: Set up 
artificial divide between clergy and laity, 
making clergy mediators for sin, like 
Babylonian Priests.

65

Destination:  Ephesus
•Condemnation

• Lost their first love, Jesus the Messiah
• Like the recipients of Hebrews, persecution 

had made them lax
•Promise: Overcome and eat of the Tree of 

Life in the Eternal Order
•Historically: This is the 1st century church 

that had sound doctrine but had lost their 
love for Jesus and were in power struggles.

66
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Ephesus: Apostolic 30-100 AD 
Once a thriving port city of 250,000
.

67

“Repent or I will 
remove your 
lampstand”

68

Thriving port city lost its deep-water port and its 
importance and then was destroyed by an earthquake 

in 614 AD
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69

70
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71

Smyrna: Roman Persecution A.D. 100-313
These things says the First and the Last, who was 
dead, and came to life: 9“I know your works, 
tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I 
know the blasphemy of those who say they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
10Do not fear any of those things which you are 
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be 
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown 
of life.

72
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Smyrna: Roman Persecution A.D. 100-313

• Smyrna means “myrrh” which is 
associated with death and embalming.

•Description: The First and the Last
•Commendation: Patient in suffering
•Condemnation: NONE

Smyrna is one of the two churches that 
Jesus had nothing against, so there is no 
condemnation.

73

Smyrna: (A.D. 100-313) 
• Persecuted by the Romans, who considered the 

Emperor to be God Himself.
• Exhortation: Don’t fear the coming suffering.

• 10 literal days? Possibly 10 Roman Emperors
• Domitian (96), Trajan (98-117), Hadrian (117-

138), Antonius Pius (138-161), Marcus 
Aurelius (161-180), Septimus Severus (193-
211), Maximin (235-238), Decius (249-251), 
Valarian (251-260), and Diocletian (284-305)

74
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Smyrna: Roman Persecution A.D. 100-313

• The Promise
• Although they may die a physically violent 

death, they will not die twice.
•Historically

• The Church of the Roman Persecution from 
AD 100 to 313

75

76
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77

Pergamum: The Church of the Age of 
Constantine (A.D. 313-600)
These things says He who has the 
sharp, two-edged sword: 13“I know your 
works, and where you dwell, where 
Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My 
name, and did not deny My faith even in 
the days in which Antipas was My faithful 
martyr, who was killed among you, where 
Satan dwells. 14But I have a few things 
against you,

78
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Pergamum 
•because you have there those who hold 

the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak
to put a stumbling block before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 
idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 
15Thus you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate. 16Repent, or else I will come to you 
quickly and will fight against them with the 
sword of My mouth.

79

Pergamum 
•He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
manna to eat. And I will give him a white 
stone, and on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows except him 
who receives it.

80
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Pergamum : The Compromising Church
•Pergamum, which means 

"thoroughly married." 
•Worshipped Roman 

Emperor, Athena, 
and Zeus.

• The church intertwined 
itself with human 
government to their 
detriment, in Jesus’ eyes. 
They married the state.

81

Pergamum : The Compromising Church
• They also worshipped 

Asclepius = serpent god.
• This is where our medical 

symbol, caduceus, comes 
from.

• It was believed, sleeping 
overnight in the temple would 
result in the snake god 
coming to heal them.

• This was known as incubatia
or "temple sleep."

82
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Pergamum : The Compromising Church
•Description:

• Sharp, two-edged sword from the mouth
•He is the Word of God who divides the godly 

from the ungodly, truth from fiction
•Commendation

•Held fast to the truth against Satan
• “Antipus” means “against all”=> He stood 

against Satan.
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Pergamum : The Compromising Church
•Historically

-- The Church under Constantine and the 
counsel of Nicaea
•Redefined the faith, left out Jewish core

•Condemnations: There are two
1. Held the teaching of Balaam
2. Tolerated the teaching of the Nicolaitans
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Pergamum : Compromising Church 313 to 600
•Balaam: encouraged intermarriage, resulting in 

fornication and idolatry.
• In the age of Constantine, the church became 

married to the state which, eventually resulted 
in spiritual fornication and idolatry

• People became baptized into the Church. Not 
saved by personal faith. “Salvation by 
membership.”

• A massive number of pagans entered. High 
Priests of Babylonian, mystic religions 
migrated from Babylon to Pergamum to Rome
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Pergamum: Compromising Church 313-600
• Second Condemnation = tolerating teaching of 

the Nicolaitans
• Nicolaitans = “rulers of the people”
• It was during this period of church history that a 

distinction began to emerge between the clergy 
and the laity, with different sets of laws and 
regulations for each group.

• A powerful priestly order was set up and the new
power became corrupted and set the stage for 
the next phase of the Church Age.
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Pergamum: The Compromising Church
• The exhortation : to repent (change their 

minds) and to clean up the church or it will 
be judged.

•Promises
•Hidden Manna=God will provide 

sustenance for those who do not 
compromise

•White Stone of the Ancient World
1. Found innocent at trial
2. Received into the membership of a 
private club

•New Name = For a person who has 
overcome spiritual problems. Example = 
Jacob to Israel 87

Thyatira: Dark Ages 600-1517
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Thyatira Means  “Perpetual 
Sacrifice”

89

Made living via purple dye;
it is first mentioned in connection 
with Lydia, "a seller of purple."
Thyatira had more trade and craft 
guilds (or unions) than any other 
Asian city. Each guild was 
dedicated to a patron god, like 
Tyrimnos.
Membership in a guild was crucial 
to practicing a trade 
and surviving economically.

Tyrimnos = 
Asian version of 

Apollo

Thyatira: Perpetual Sacrifice
During regular guild 
meetings, meat 
was sacrificed to the 
god of the guild. 
Often, orgies were 
part of the meal. 
Refusing to participate 
in these meals could 
result in 
banishment from the 
guild and the inability 
to earn a living.
Historical prophetic 
view = Church of the 
Dark Ages, 600-1517.
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Thyatira: The Church of the Dark Age (A.D. 
600-1517)  Rev 2:18-29

• “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira 
write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who 
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass: 19“I know your works, love, service, 
faith, and your patience; and as for your 
works, the last are more than the first. 
20Nevertheless, I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who 
calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce 
My servants to commit sexual immorality and 
eat things sacrificed to idols.
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Thyatira 
21And I gave her time to repent of her 
sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 
22Indeed, I will cast her into a sickbed, and 
those who commit adultery with her, into 
great tribulation, unless they repent of 
their deeds. 23I will kill her children with 
death, and all the churches shall know that 
I am He who searches the minds and 
hearts. And I will give to each one of you 
according to your works.
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Thyatira 

24“Now to you I say, and to the rest in 
Thyatira, as many as do not have this 
doctrine, who have not known the depths of 
Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other 
burden. 25But hold fast what you have till I 
come. 26And he who overcomes, and keeps 
My works until the end, to him I will give 
power over the nations—
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Thyatira 

• 27‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron;
• They shall be dashed to pieces like the 

potter’s vessels—as I also have received 
from My Father; 28and I will give him the 
morning star. 29“He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.”
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Thyatira: The Dark Ages 600-1517
•Description : He is the Son of God and He 

alone should be worshipped
•Commendation: works of love, faith, 

ministry, and patience
•Condemnation: the toleration of a woman 

named Jezebel.
• In Scripture, a woman represents a 

religious entity, either positive or 
negative .
• Israel = “Wife of Jehovah”
•Church= “Bride of Messiah”
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Thyatira: The Dark Ages 600-1517
Jezebel’s career= wife of Ahab (I Kings 
16:29-33) Dies 849 BC

• Introduced pagan religion into 
Israel, worse than any other idolatry 
before

•Baal (Sun) worship, idol worship, and 
sexual immorality (Babylon)

•Threatened Elijah
•Eaten by dogs
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Thyatira: The Dark Ages 600-1517
Jezebel most importantly represents a 
corrupting influence on religion.

Jezebel introduces others in the 
community to not just sin sexually, but 
to commit idolatry.

We also learn that some who remain 
in the church remain faithful to Jesus.

What new practices did the church 
adopt during the Dark Ages?
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Thyatira: Dark Ages 600-1517 New doctrines

1. Justification by good works rather than 
grace through faith.

2. Salvation through Baptism
3. Purgatory: A place of confinement before 

Heaven.
4. Indulgences: Buying down time in 

Purgatory.
5. Penance: Reduced Purgatory time by self-

torment.
6. Confessionalism: Priest must absolve sin.
7. Worship of objects and statues. 99

Thyatira: The Dark Ages 600-1517
• Thyatira= Continual or Perpetual Sacrifice
• It was during this season of the church, the 

Dark Ages, that the concept of the Perpetual 
Sacrifice of the Messiah was developed.

• That Jesus must be sacrificed, over and over 
again, at communion. Once was not enough.

•BUT Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat 
down on the right hand of God;
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Thyatira: The Dark Ages 600-1517
• Thyatira= Continual or Perpetual Sacrifice

• This would be a major bone of contention during 
the Reformation

• Laity were refused the cup in 1416, as it was for 
the priest only. The distinction between laity and 
clergy, started by the Nicolaitans, is now codified.
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Judgment of Jezebel
• “22Indeed, I will cast her into a sickbed, 

and those who commit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, unless they repent 
of their deeds”

•Unlike the true church, this type of church 
will go through the Tribulation.

•NOTE: This is another example of a 
passage that simply cannot be limited to 
the local situation, as it speaks of a future 
event.

• The future punishment for this church 
would be physical illness.
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“I will cast 
her into a 

sickbed..kill
her children 
with death”

An Italian Writer

• “They died by the hundreds, both day and night, and all were thrown 
in...ditches and covered with earth. And as soon as those ditches were 
filled, more were dug. And I, Agnolo di Tura...buried my five children 
with my own hands... And so many died that all believed it was the 
end of the world.”
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Thyatira: the Promise
• Encouragement to Overcomers
• “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, 

as many as do not have this doctrine, who 
have not known the depths of Satan, as they 
say, I will put on you no other burden.* But 
hold fast what you have till I come.”
• I will put on you no other burden.

•The Rewards
• Frist, they will have a part in the Messianic 

Kingdom and be given "power over the 
nations" Second, they will have the morning 
star, Jesus Himself.
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Sardis: Church of the Reformation 
1517-1648
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Sardis means “those escaping” or “remnant.”

107

“Impregnable Wall of Sardis”
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Sardis: Revelation 3:1-6

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write,
‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits 
of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, 
that you have a name, that you are alive, but 
you are dead. 2Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to die, for I 
have not found your works perfect before God. 
3Remember therefore, how you have received 
and heard; hold fast and repent.
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Sardis 1517-1648

Therefore, if you will not watch, I will come 
upon you as a thief, and you will not know what 
hour I will come upon you. 4You have a few 
names even in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, 
for they are worthy. 5He who overcomes shall 
be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot 
out his name from the Book of Life; but I will 
confess his name before My Father and before 
His angels. 
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Sardis: Reformation 1517-1648

• “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 
‘These things says He who has the seven 
Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know 
your works, that you have a name, that you 
are alive, but you are dead.”

•Description of Jesus: He that has the seven 
spirits of God and the seven stars
• From Rev 1:4, note the contrast of Jesus who has 

seven spirits compared to a church without Spirit.
•Historically: The Church of the Reformation 

(A.D. 1517-1648)
111

Sardis: The Church of the Reformation (A.D. 
1517-1648) Dead Church

•Reformation 1517 Luther's 95 Theses
• “A name that lived”=the Reformation 

resulted in much doctrinal correction and 
good creeds.

• Jesus declares Sardis “Dead,” there was no 
spiritual vitality and they failed to fix the 
basic problems of the Dark Ages Church.
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Sardis: The Church of the Reformation (A.D. 
1517-1648) Dead Church

•1. Mixing and melding of church and 
state…”required state religion,” rather than 
personal faith.

Germany and Scandinavia become Lutheran, 
England becomes Anglican, 
Scotland becomes Presbyterian, Spain and 
Italy, Catholic.
Even today, some countries only have one 
state church.
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Sardis: The Church of the Reformation (A.D. 
1517-1648) Dead Church

2. Despite these reform churches having 
good, sound, basic doctrine, they were 
still bound by replacement theology.

*Martin Luther launched vitriolic words at the 
Jews during the later stages of his life.

This church system again reveals the danger of 
a state church or becoming a member of a 
church by proclamation rather than personal 
faith. It becomes a nonliving faith.
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Sardis: The Church of the Reformation (A.D. 
1517-1648) Dead Church

• Condemnation: “alive but dead”  While they had 
good doctrine, they were  spiritually dead

• Exhortation: Remember what is most important.  
Have good doctrine but also life.

• Consequences: A dead church will be caught 
unaware because they will not be expecting 
Him.

•Commendation: Only to a few that have not 
stained their garments (see Rev 19:7-8)*
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Sardis: The Church of the Reformation (A.D. 
1517-1648) Dead Church

• For those in a Sardis-type church who develop a 
vital spiritual life (GOOD DOCTRINE + SPIRITUAL 
LIFE), there are 3 promises:

1. White Garments
2. Names NOT blotted out of the Book of 

Life.
3. The name of the believer will be confessed 
by Jesus in front of the angels.
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The Reformation
• 1517 Martin Luther pens the 95 Theses

•Major Issues
• That the Bible is the central authority 

on all matters
•Humans reach salvation by faith, not 

deeds
•Criticized the selling of indulgences 

to absolve sin
• The Church becomes divided
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The Reformation
• While the reformers corrected many doctrines, and 

the Church itself would reform, they, too, became 
very much a club.

• It had a name, it had values, and in some ways, it was 
dead.

• It brought Biblical truth and, in some sectors, a 
coldness, as well as doctrine, was emphasized over 
love.**

• Violence would ensue and the 30-years war would 
end in 1648, with the Peace of Westphalia
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The 30 Years War

• From 1618-1648
•Between Catholics and Protestants
• Herbert Langer in The Thirty Years War, 

says that more than one quarter of 
Europe's population died (6 to 12 
million) as a result of those thirty years of 
slaughter, famine, and disease.

• They killed each other but shared beliefs 
like Jesus’ deity, the Trinity, and 
Creationism
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Philadelphia (One who loves his brother)
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Crushed but persistent after Earthquake

• Historically  
the Church of 
the Great 
Missionary 
Movement.

• 1649-1900
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Philadelphia: The Church of the Great Missionary 
Movement (A.D. 1648-1900) (Rev 3:7)
• 7“And to the angel of the church in 

Philadelphia write, These things says He who 
is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of 
David, He who opens and no one shuts, and 
shuts and no one opens”: 8“I know your works. 
See, I have set before you an open door, and 
no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not 
denied My name. 9Indeed I will make those of 
the synagogue of Satan,
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Church of Philadelphia 
who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—
indeed I will make them come and worship 
before your feet, and to know that I have 
loved you. 10Because you have kept My 
command to persevere, I also will keep you 
from the hour of trial which shall come upon 
the whole world, to test those who dwell on 
the earth. 11Behold, I am coming quickly! 
Hold fast what you have, that no one may 
take your crown. 
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Philadelphia: The Church of the Great 
Missionary Movement (A.D. 1648-1900)

• 12He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of My God, and he shall go out 
no more. I will write on him the name of My 
God and the name of the city of My God, the 
New Jerusalem, which comes down out of 
heaven from My God. And I will write on him 
My new name.
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Philadelphia: Faithful Missionary Church 
(A.D. 1648-1900) 

Philadelphia: “brotherly love”
Description: Key of David, door opener
Vs 8 “See I have set before you an open door”
“for you have a little strength”
Condemnation: NONE
Historically: Symbol of the church during the 
great missionary movement from 1700 through 
1900 (Hudson Taylor, William Carey, etc).
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Philadelphia: Faithful Missionary Church

Commended for going through the open 
door and evangelizing.  Jesus Himself 
opens the door to evangelism.
• From 1700 to 1900 there was virtually 
no place that a missionary could not go
• Today, many countries are closing doors. 

A small group supported by small 
numbers accomplishing great things. 
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Philadelphia: Faithful Missionary Church
• Many people came to faith, including 250,000 

Jewish believers by 1900.
• Rise in competing pseudo-Christian religions.

• Also, we see the increase of cults, JW, 
Christian Science, Mormonism, who all claim 
to be the real Jews, the 144,000, or the lost 
Tribes

• “Synagogue of Satan.” Those who claim to be 
Jews but are not.
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Philadelphia: Faithful Missionary Church
•Promises

•Promised fruit from those who claim to be 
Jews, but who are not

•KEY PROMISE
• verse 10: they will not go into the Great 

Tribulation period.
•Other Promises

•They will serve as a pillar in the Temple of 
God

•They will have on them, 3 new names
•Exhortation: Keep doing what you are doing
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Philadelphia: Faithful Missionary Church
• Let's look at the 

Key Promise
•Verse 10: they 

will not go into 
the Great 
Tribulation 
period.

–The Church of 
Philadelphia NO 
LONGER exists.

–He is referring to an 
end-time church that is 
Raptured.
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“I also will keep 
you from the 
hour of trial 
which shall 

come upon the 
whole world, to 
test those who 

dwell on the 
earth.”

Laodicea (People Ruling)
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Laodicea In the crossroads and the crosshairs

• Richest city in 
the land.

• Founded by 
Antiochus 
II, named for 
his wife.
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Laodicea
Independent 
and Wealthy

• Declined help from 
Rome after 
earthquake in 60 AD

• Dependent on vital 
aqueduct for water.

• Had to be unclogged 
periodically.
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Laodicea's
fame:

• Linen
• Wool
• Medical School
• Banks

• Gold Exchange
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Laodicea: The Church of the Apostasy (A.D. 
1900-present day) 

• 14“And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ‘These things, says the 
Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the 
Beginning of the Creation of God: 15“I know 
your works, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16So 
then, because you are lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of 
My mouth.
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Laodicea
• 17Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become 

wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do 
not know that you are wretched, miserable, 
poor, blind, and naked— 18I counsel you to buy 
from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may 
be rich; and white garments, that you may be 
clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye 
salve, that you may see. 19As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and 
repent. 
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Laodicea: The Church of the Apostasy (A.D. 
1900-present day) 
• 20Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come into him and dine with 
him, and he with Me. 21To him who 
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne.22“He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.
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Laodicea: Luke Warm
• Laodicea=“People Ruling”
• Historically: the Church of the Apostasy from 

early 1900s until today.
• Description: The faithful, true witness
• Only church with NO commendation
• Condemnation =Lukewarm=claim to believe in 

Jesus, but are not truly regenerate believers.
• Busy, but no spiritual flow, like their 

aqueduct. They have earthly goods, but are 
spiritually poor.
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Laodicea: Lukewarm
•Not their deeds that are being judged, but 

they themselves, as they are neither hot or 
cold.

•Another implication is that they are 
noncommittal, something Jesus does not like 
at all.

• They say they are wealthy, but are spiritually 
naked.

• Their physical prosperity has blinded them. 
They have become apostate and are in need of 
salvation through Jesus.
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Lukewarm meaningful 

• The mixing 
of water in 
Laodicea 
resulted in 
a foul-
tasting,

• lukewarm 
water.
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Denizli

Are we living in the 
time of the 

Laodicean Church?
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The Great Falling Away
• Apostasy = Departure from the truth that one 

claims to have. Example is the 20th Century 
Church

• Paul writes a compassionate letter to the 
Church of Thessalonica.

• They were afraid because false teachers had 
presented false letters from Paul saying that the 
Day of the Lord had come and some of the 
Thessalonicans actually believed they knew the 
name of the Anti-Christ.
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The Great Falling Away

• (II Thessalonians 2:1-3)
• “be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor 

yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or 
by epistle as from us, as that the day of the 
Lord is just at hand; let no man deceive you in 
any wise: for it will not be, except the falling 
away come first, and the man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition. “
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The Great Falling Away

• Two things must happen before the Great 
Tribulation

1. The Church would become Apostate, 
falling away from the faith and give heed 
to demonic doctrines.
2. The revealing of the man of sin, son of 
perdition, the Anti-Christ.
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Characteristics of Apostasy of the End

• The Bible tells us some of the 
characteristics of the end of days.

• Leaders =“Holding a form of godliness, but 
having denied the power thereof: from 
these also turn away “ (II Tim 3:5)
•Apostate Ministers : Apostate ministers, 

retaining the clerical garb and church 
titles, have a form of godliness but they 
deny the true power of Godliness. 
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Characteristics of Apostasy of the End
• False Teachers or mockers deny three things:

1. Deny the Trinity I John 2:22-23
2. Deny the Incarnation of Christ 1 John 4:2
3.Deny the Second Coming of Christ 2 Peter 
3:3

“Knowing this first, that in the last days 
mockers shall come with mockery, 
walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
“Where is the promise of His coming? “ 
for, from the day that the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation.”
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Modern Apostasy, Charles Augustus Briggs,
January 1891, Union Seminary Inaugural Address

1. He states that there are not one, but three great 
fountains of truth: the Bible, the church, and reason.

2. He states that not only were some of the Old Testament 
prophecies not fulfilled, but they were also reversed.

3. Questioned the Mosaic authorship of the five books of 
Moses.

4. He questioned the unity of Isaiah.
5. Sanctification is not complete at death.
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Fundamentalism

In an effort to reverse the tide of 
Liberalism, conservative theologians wrote 
“The Fundamentals” in the 1910’s
1. First, the inspiration of Scriptures
2. Second, the virgin birth
3. Third, the substitutionary atonement
4. Fourth, the resurrection of Jesus
5. Fifth, the miracles of Jesus.
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IFCA
1930’s Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America formed to affirm

Inerrancy of the Scriptures
The virgin birth of Jesus
Substitutionary atonement
Literal Resurrection
Second Coming of Christ

These conservative Baptists and 
Presbyterians came to be known as 
Fundamentalists.
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World Council of Churches 1940s
The New Apostasy
• First: the unity of all churches on the basis 

of liberal tenets.
• Second: “Every Religious experience 

is equally valid.”
• Third: If the Bible contradicts the practice, 

then the practice is justified as being a 
new move of the Spirit.

• Fourth: If it makes you feel joyful, it must 
be of God
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Now consider Paul’s warning 
Timothy of Doctrines of Demons

•Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter 
times some will depart from the faith, giving 
heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 
demons, (I Timothy 4:4 NKJV)

•Doctrines that find no basis in the written 
Word of God 

•Based on teachers and personality cults 
rather than Scripture 
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Stay in the Word

Paul in 1 Cor 4:6-7 Now in what I have said here, 
brothers, I have used myself and Apollos as 
examples to teach you not to go beyond what is 
written (in the Tanakh =Bible), proudly taking the 
side of one leader against another.
What is Paul doing ?

He is admonishing the Corinthians to stay in 
the Word of God and don’t go beyond the Word 
of God
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Prosperity or Persecution ?

• The Prosperity Gospel, so popular today, is 
that if you seek God, you will be healthy, 
happy, smiley, and wealthy.

• Paul does not teach this. 2 Tim 3:12-13 Yes, 
and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution. NKJV

• Paul, today, would likely have a smaller 
congregation than many of the TV preachers 
who say that you should name and claim your 
miracle, treating God like a divine butler.
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Prosperity or Persecution ?
• Paul foresaw this time 2 Tim 4:3-4
• For the time will come when they will not 

endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, 
they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4
and they will turn their ears away from the 
truth, and be turned aside to fables. NKJV

• In the end days, people will turn away from 
the hard words of the Word and seek out 
teachers who will tell them what they want to 
hear. 
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Laodicean Church “People Ruling”

•Problem: they are spiritually naked and lack 
salvation.

• Exhortation:
•Because they are spiritually naked, they are 

urged to receive the white garments of 
salvation from Jesus.

• This is a church, like our own church 
age, that places individualism and right to 
self-determination above God’s Word.
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Summary of the 7 Churches
• All these 7 

original churche
s are in ruins 
today, however, 
perhaps, with 
one possible 
exception.
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Footnote to Philadelphia 
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Today is 
called 
Alasehir, the 
city of Allah . 
The church in 
Philadelphia 
had staying 
power.
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Philadelphia 
• The historian Edward Gibbon, 

The History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, was 
published in six volumes 
between 1776 and 1788. It bears 
witness to the character of the 
people of ONE PARTICULAR CITY.

• He wrote, “At a distance from the 
sea, forgotten by the (Greek) 
emperor, encompassed on all 
sides by the Turks, her valiant 
citizens defended their religion 
and freedom above fourscore 
years. Among the Greek colonies 
and churches of Asia, ONE is still 
erect, a column in a scene of 
ruins.”

• It was the Church of Philadelphia.
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