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Acts 13:1-9 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and  
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who 
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they 
were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So 
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and 
sent them off. 4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, 
went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they 
arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 6 They traveled through 
the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish 
sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of 
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for 
Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But 
Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them 
and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who was also 
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and 
said…. ( NIV)   
 
 Our Vision: Connect with Christ, Church and Community 
 

1. ___________________ with distraction  
 
___________________: You say: “Why fast?  The Lord does not see us 
humbling ourselves or know our effort!” You cannot see that you seek 
your own will rather than mine!  In everything you want to sting others 
with your power!            Isaiah 58:3 (JOT) 
 
___________________ clarity: Barnabas went to Tarsus to search for 
Saul and found him.  He took him to Antioch and there they continued to 
build the church…this is the first place that the disciples are called 
Christian.       Acts 11:25-26 (JOT) 
 

2. ___________________ the power of actively listening  
 

___________________ resistance: But the sorcerer, Elymas (his name in 
Greek), interfered and urged the governor to pay no attention to what 
Paul and Barnabas said, trying to keep him from trusting the Lord.  

Acts 13:8 (TLB) 
 
___________________ community: At the church in Antioch, there were 
teachers and prophets…As this community was worshipping God 
through the Word and deeds of service, they were also fasting together 
to find the guidance of the Holy Spirit….         Acts 13:1-2a (JOT) 
 
___________________ spiritual disciplines: …the Holy Spirit spoke: 
"Take Barnabas and Saul and commission them for the work I have called 
them to do." So they commissioned them. In that circle of intensity and 
obedience, of fasting and praying, they laid hands on their heads and 
sent them off.   

Acts 13:2b-3 (MSG) 
 

3. ___________________ clarity for continuing empowerment 
 
___________________ the call: Then Saul, whose Greek name is Paul, 
accepted his call to be God’s person for the Gentiles, he was filled and 
renewed with the Holy Spirit and saw completely what he needed to 
do….                   Acts 9:9 (JOT) 
 
Spiritual Action Step: 
 
Where do not you need to sharpen your listening skills?  Where do you 
need to confront the toxic forces in your life that are distracting you?  
God wants you to have a clear vision of his love and power in your life.  
The Holy Spirit is seeking to speak into your life so that you can grow in 
grace and truth.  Jesus said: But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you. (John 14:26 (NIV)) This week search for 
clarity of heart and spirit through spending time with God.  Read, Isaiah 
58 and Acts 13 to allow the Holy Spirit to speak into your life.   
 
Translations: NIV: New International Version; JOT: Jon’s Own Translation; 
MSG: The Message; TLB: The Living Bible.  


