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Luke 1:8-20: 8 Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was 
serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the 
assembled worshipers were praying outside. 11 Then an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the 
angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because 
of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to 
take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous-- to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord." 18 Zechariah asked the angel, "How 
can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years." 
 19 The angel said to him, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 
And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at 
their appointed time." (NIV) 
 
Our Vision: Connect with Christ, Church and Community 
 

1.                               into a dead end of despair 
 

                             : Both were upright in the sight of God and 
impeccably carried out all the commandments and observances of the 
Lord.                 Luke 1:6 (NJB)  
 
                              options:  They were terribly disappointed and 
embarrassed that they had no child. Since they had been faithful why 
didn’t they have this blessing, people less deserving seemed to have 
children without any problems.  Now they were too old to have children 
and would be forever shamed!                                  Luke 1:7 (JOT) 
 
 

2.                               the renovating power of God’s plan 
 
                              worship: By a random roll of the dice, Zechariah 
was chosen to offer incense before the Lord, a once in a lifetime 
opportunity! As he entered the altar area an angel was standing to right 
side of the altar.  He was terrified!                            Luke 1:9, 11-12 (JOT) 
 
                              the Word: For I have come to tell you that God has 
heard your prayer, you will have a son… he will precede the coming of the 
Messiah, preparing the people for his arrival. He will soften adult hearts to 
become like little children’s, and will change disobedient minds to the 
wisdom of faith.                                                     Luke 1:13, 16-17 (TLB) 
 
                              faith: Zechariah responded, I AM OLD! I need a 
sign that this is true!...   Gabriel said, I AM GABRIEL! Sent from God!  
This is your sign; you will be silent until this happens! Contemplate your 
faith as you listen to the joy unfolding around you! Be still and know who 
God is!                                                                         Luke 1:19-20 (JOT) 
 

3.                               the power of dynamic faith 
 
                              the signs: The gloom will be dispelled for those who 
were anxious… The people walking in darkness see a bright light; light 
shines on those who live in a land of deep darkness… For a child has been 
born to us, a son has been given to us…                    Isaiah 9:1,2,6 (NET) 
 

Spiritual Action Step: 
 

Are you sitting in the darkness of despair, anxiety, or anguish?  Are you 
searching for something that will give you deeper purpose and meaning? 
God sent his son as the ultimate sign of God’s love for all of us.  Jesus 
said: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in 
him." (John 3:14-15 (NIV)) Believe what Jesus has done for you through 
this sign.  Accept Jesus as Savior and Lord so that you will sense the power 
of God’s love for you!  This week read Luke 1 and Isaiah 9:1-7.  Let these 
words share with you the transforming presence of Jesus Christ!  
 

Translations: NIV: New International Version; JOT: Jon’s Own Translation; NJB: New Jerusalem 
Bible; TLB: The Living Bible; NET: New English Translation. 


