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Acts 16:23-34: After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he 
received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in 
the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  26 Suddenly there was 
such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At 
once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone's chains came loose.  27 The 
jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.  28 But 
Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"  29 The jailer called for 
lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  30 He then brought 
them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 They replied, 
"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household."  32 

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.  
33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his household were baptized.  34 The jailer brought them 
into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he 
had come to believe in God-- he and his whole household. (NIV) 
 
 

Our Vision: Connect with Christ, Church and Community 
 

1. _________________ discouragement 
 

_________________ to vision: The Spirit of Jesus did not allow them 

to go into Asia…. One night Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia 
urging him, “Set sail and come over here to help us!”  Acts 16:7b, 9 (JOT) 
 

_________________: The crowd joined in the beating of Paul and 

Silas…they were struck with many blows…they were thrown into the 
inner room, the most secure and darkest place of the jail….             

Acts 16:22-23 (JOT) 
 
 

2. _________________the power of redemption 
 

_________________ praise: At midnight they were praying and 

singing praise to God!  The others prisoners were struck with wonder as 
they listened intently to their praise!  Instead of cursing they were giving 
thanks!   
                                                                                                   Acts 16:25 (JOT) 
 

_________________serve:  26  Suddenly, there was a massive 

earthquake…all the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of 
every prisoner fell off! 27  The jailer…assumed the prisoners had escaped, 
so he drew his sword to kill himself. 28  But Paul shouted to him, “Stop! 
Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!”                            Acts 16:26-28 (NLT) 
 

_________________ witness:  Terrified and trembling the jailer fell 

on his face before Paul and Silas saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved!”  They replied,  “Believe on the Lord, Jesus Christ and you shall be 
saved along with your entire household!”                    Acts 16: 30-32 (JOT) 
 

3. _________________ the forces of spiritual slavery 
 

_________________ connection: 11  I will always show you where to 

go. I'll give you a full life in the emptiest of places— firm muscles, strong 
bones. You'll be like a well-watered garden, a gurgling spring that never 
runs dry.                                                                                Isaiah 58:11 (MSG) 
 

Spiritual Action Step: 
 

Where are you confronting the power of discouragement in your life?  
What has the power in your life to enslave you and misdirect you?  Is it 
pride? Apathy? Anger? Addiction? Fear? The possibilities are endless!  
God’s redemption began with Jesus dying on a cross for us.  Jesus said, 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 
3:16 (NIV)) When you accept this redeeming love into your life, you will 
be set free from the chains of sin and the power of death.    This week 
read Acts 16 and Isaiah 58 to allow the Spirit of Jesus to give to you a 
spring of living water that will fill you to overflowing! 
  

Translations: NIV: New International Version; JOT: Jon’s Own Translation; 
NLT: New Living Translation; MSG: The Message.   


