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Colossians 2:15-23: And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 16 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, 
however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in false 
humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also 
goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up 
with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection 
with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together 
by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 20 Since you 
died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as 
though you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do 
not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These rules, which have to 
do with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on 
merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed 
have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their 
false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any 
value in restraining sensual indulgence.   (NIV) 
 

Our Vision: Connect with Christ, Church and Community 
 

1.  _________________ with pleasing the world 
 

_________________ love: Do not sacrificially love the world or the 

things in the world.  If someone is striving toward loving and pleasing the 
world then they are not seeking to love the Father!  These are the things 
that drive the world: the lust of selfishness, the lust of the eyes, and the 
arrogance of our existence.                                         1 John 2:15-16 (JOT) 
 
 
 

2.  _________________ toward a greater spiritual reality 
 

_________________ legalism: Don’t be ruled by the condemnation 
of legalism!  Jesus is the source of your righteousness, not what you eat 
or drink, or any religious festival, or a Sabbath day.  These are witness to 
what God has done in Christ!                                    Colossians 2:16 (JOT) 
 

_________________ the right mind:  Don’t tolerate people who try 
to run your life…. They’re a lot of hot air, that’s all they are. They’re 
completely out of touch with the source of life, Christ…. He is the Head 
and we are the body. We can grow up healthy in God only as he 
nourishes us.                                                        Colossians 2:18-19 (MSG) 
 

_________________ your life: Since you have received Lordship 
and forgiveness of Christ, you have died to the powers and 
authorities that rule this world.  Why would you want to return to 
the ways of death when you have a clear path to new life?       
                                                                                 Colossians 2:20 (JOT) 
 

3.  _________________ to grow in new life 
 

_________________ to Christ’s love: Genuine love does not produce 
fear, but being completely loved casts out any fear!  Fear always creates 
the gloom of punishment and we are afraid because we have not 
experienced a complete, absolute love!                       1 John 4:18 (JOT) 
 

Spiritual Action Step: 
Are you tired of the following the ways that only lead to death, a death 
of hope and spirit?  Are you tired of the condemnation that grinds your 
heart and mind?  God speaks to us through the Apostle Paul: So now 
there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. (Romans 
8:1 (NLT)) Let God love you completely and unconditionally through his 
Son, Jesus Christ.  God longs for you to accept this love!  What will you 
choose?  Submit your life to Jesus Christ by asking for forgiveness and 
letting him be the Lord of your life.  You will find One who loves you 
completely and fully, now and forever!   Join us in this Colossians study 
to find this Greater Reality for your life!  
 
Translations: NIV: New International Version; JOT: Jon’s Own Translation; MSG: The 
Message. 
 


