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SERIES OVERVIEW

• (1) Introduction
• (2) The Line of Messiah 
• (3) The Son of Man
• (4) The God-Man Concept 
• (5) The Son of God 
• (6) Born of a Virgin

https://video.wvbs.org/video/spotlight-on-the-word-ot-2-jesus-in-the-old-
testament/



SESSION OVERVIEW
• Ancient Rabbinic Concepts of the Human and Divine Natures of the 

Messiah
• The God-Man Concept in:

• Jeremiah 23:5-6 (Ha Mashiach p.  60)
• Isaiah 9:6-7 (Ha Mashiach p. 33)
• Isaiah 11:1-3 (Ha Mashiach p. 36)
• Micah 5:2 (Ha Mashiach p. 62)
• Zech 13:7 (Ha Mashiach p. 75)

• The Hypostatic Union of Christ
• Heretical Views of the Nature of Christ



RABBIS BELIEVED MESSIAH WOULD BE A MAN

• He would be the Seed of a woman, seed 
of Abraham, seed of Judah, and Son of 
David

• A nickname for Messiah was “Shiloh”
• The amniotic sac in which the human 

fetus develops in utero is called the 
shilyah in Hebrew (similar to sheloh, the 
Hebrew word for Shiloh)

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/en/tiny-tot/pregnancy/fetus/fetus-
s-environment



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER

• Psalm 89:36 (NIV) - that his line will continue forever and his 
throne endure before me like the sun

• So, His throne will be perpetual like the sun, implying His 
eternality

• Daniel 7:14 (NIV) - His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never 
be destroyed

• Covered thoroughly in last session



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER

• The Jews in the time of Jesus understood 
that the Messiah would live forever, but they 
are confused when He said He was the ‘Son 
of Man’ and that He would die.

• Put yourself in their shoes and forget your 
NT teaching for a minute. This is confusing 
before the “mystery of Christ” is 
explained!! 



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER

• Confusion Alert! Man, or God? 
Choose one!

• Okay, so He’s a man … but He will live 
forever … but then Jesus shows up who 
says He’s the ‘Son of Man’ from Daniel 
7, who was prophesied to reign 
eternally … but then He says He is 
going to die soon ….



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER
• When the Messiah 

comes, will he be 
riding on “the foal of 
a donkey” (Zech 9:9), 
or “coming with the 
clouds of heaven?” 
(Daniel 7:13-14)

https://www.covenantcommunitypc.org/dust-of-the-
rabbi/2016/1/4/the



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER

• In John 12:31-34 (NIV), we have a conversation of Jesus with the Jews 
after the Triumphal Entry, before His crucifixion. Jesus predicts His 
death, saying:

• Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to 
die. The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the 
Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must 
be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER

• “The Law” here refers to the entire OT (not just the Torah), as it 
does in John 10:34 (Biblehub Commentary on John 12:34; 
Ellicott’s Commentary)

• In summary, multiple OT verses state that the Messiah would 
live forever, and the Jews in the time of Jesus understood this

• The prophesied eternal nature of the Messiah conveys His 
divinity



CONCEPT OF 2 MESSIAHS IN 
ANCIENT JUDAISM



CONCEPT OF 2 MESSIAHS IN ANCIENT JUDAISM
• Messiah ben Joseph (son of Joseph) – the suffering servant of 

Isaiah 53
• Isaiah 53:3-5- 3He was despised and rejected by mankind, a 

man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in 
low esteem. 4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and 
afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.



CONCEPT OF 2 MESSIAHS IN ANCIENT JUDAISM
• Messiah ben Joseph (son of Joseph) – the suffering servant of 
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• Isaiah 53:3-5- 3He was despised and rejected by mankind, a 

man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom 
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in 
low esteem. 4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
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peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.



CONCEPT OF 2 MESSIAHS IN ANCIENT JUDAISM

• Messiah ben David (son of David) – the conquering king 
Messiah, who would live forever

• Isaiah 9:7 - Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever.

• Instead of two Messiahs, each coming once, it is one Messiah, 
coming twice (the first time to suffer, the second time to 
conquer and rule forever)



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Context – In Jeremiah 23, God is 
denouncing the false prophets and 
pronouncing woes on the corrupt 
leadership of Israel, and He promises 
to bring forth a righteous leader who 
will be a good shepherd for the nation



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Jeremiah 23:5-6 - “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the 
LORD, “When I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; And 
He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and 
righteousness in the land. “In His days Judah will be saved, And 
Israel will live securely; And this is His name by which He will 
be called, ‘The LORD Our Righteousness.’



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Raising up for David “a righteous Branch” is 
widely recognized to be speaking of the 
Messiah, the son of David (a human)

• So, this refers to the first coming of Christ
• The Messiah is often referred to as the 

“Branch” (see Zech 3:8, 6:12)



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Verse 6 makes it unmistakably clear that this person is God 
alone; “He will be called, ‘the LORD Our Righteousness.’

• “LORD” in all caps conveys the four letters of YHVH = Yahweh = 
Jehovah

• In the OT, the name YHVH is given to God alone, but 
interestingly, the man of verse 5 (the son of David) is given the 
name of God in verse 6

• This is one of the clearest passages of the God-man concept 
in the Hebrew Bible



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Ancient rabbis widely agreed that this 
was in fact a Messianic passage. Only 
in recent times has anyone suggested 
otherwise. Here are four examples of 
the ancient rabbinic commentaries 
that agreed that King Messiah is, in 
fact, God.

https://www.bibleinfo.com/en/questions/what-does-
messiah-mean



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• (1) In the Midrash (a rabbinic commentary on the OT) on 
Proverbs 19:21 (approx.. 200 – 500 A.D.), it reads:

• Rabbi Hunak said, “Eight names are given to the Messiah 
which are: Yinnon, Shiloh, David, Menachen, Jehovah, Justi de 
Nostra, Tzemmach (“branch”), Elias (“Jehovah is God”).”

• The name “Jehovah”, listed fifth, comes from Jer 23:6, and 
Tzemmach (“branch”) comes from Jer 23:5.



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• (2) In the Midrash commentary on Lamentations 1:16, it says:
• What is the name of the Messiah? Rav Ava ben Kahanna said, 

“Jehovah is his name and this is proved by, ‘this is his name …. 
[quoting Jer 23:6].’”



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• (3) In the Talmud (Babba Bathra Tractate 75b), it says: 
• Shmuel ben Nachman said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan, “the 

following three will be named with the name of the Holy One blessed be 
he – the upright, as it is said, ‘…[quotes Isaiah 43:7 regarding ‘everyone 
called by my name’]’, the Messiah, as it is written ‘and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called The Lord our righteousness [quoting Jer 
23:6]’ …”

• Note: The Talmud is a record of Rabbinic discussions on the Oral Law, 
while the Midrash is generally commentary on the Written Law of 
Moses



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• (4) Regarding Psalm 21:1, the Midrash commentary notes:
• God calls King Messiah by his own name, but what is his 

name? The answer is ‘Jehovah is a man of war’ and concerning 
Messiah we read “Jehovah our righteousness this is his name.”

• And thus, one can see that in the ancient rabbinic writings, 
even in the oral law of the Talmud, Jeremiah 23:6 does refer to 
Messiah, and Messiah is given the covenant name of God.



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN ISAIAH 9:6-7

• (BSB) - 6For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and 
the government will be upon His shoulders. And He will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

• 7Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no 
end. He will reign on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from 
that time and forevermore. 

• The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will accomplish this.



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN ISAIAH 9:6-7

• Side Note: Some scholars regard chapters 7-12 of Isaiah as “The Book 
of Immanuel”; this is the fifth major section of the Isaiah scroll. The 
name ‘Immanuel’, which means “God with us” is noted three times:
• Is 7:14 (NIV) - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel.

• Is 8:8 (NIV) - Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land, 
Immanuel!

• Is 8:10 (NIV) - Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted; propose 
your plan, but it will not stand, for God is with us. 



ISAIAH 9:6a –COMING OF THE HUMAN MESSIAH
• For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given
• Isaiah is prophesying a forthcoming, future human male child 
• This is the same male child noted in Psalm 2 (we will discuss in 

the “Son of God” session)
• Psalm 2:7-9 (NIV) - He said to me, “You are my son; today I 

have become your father. 8Ask me, and I will make the 
nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your 
possession. 9You will break them with a rod of iron; you will 
dash them to pieces like pottery.”



ISAIAH 9:6a –COMING OF THE HUMAN MESSIAH

• The phrasing he uses, “unto us a son is given,” implies that the 
child will be very special and unique

• When Jesus was born, there was a righteous and devout man in 
Jerusalem named Simeon who was told by God he wouldn’t 
die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Simeon voices that 
this is indeed an extraordinary child: (next slide)



ISAIAH 9:6a –COMING OF THE HUMAN MESSIAH

• Luke 2:28-33 (NIV) - Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may 
now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people 
Israel.” The child’s father and mother marveled at what was 
said about him.



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• The divine son in Isaiah 9:6b has 
four different names, each with 
different meanings

• Three of these names apply 
only to God; one can apply to 
either God or man

https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/09/03/john-1030/



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• (1) – Wonderful Counselor (Pele-Yoeitz) – “wonderful” in 
English correlates to the Hebrew word “pele,” which can also 
mean “beyond comprehension.” This word is used only of God 
in the OT, and never of man. In English we use the word 
“wonderful” for many non-divine things, but that is not the 
case in Hebrew. A similar example is the Hebrew word “barah,” 
which means “to create,” used only of God and related to His 
actions.



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• Definition of ‘pele’ (noun) – a wonder, marvel
•wonder (extraordinary, hard to understand thing)
•wonder (of God's acts of judgment and redemption)
• In NASB, ‘pele’ is translated into ‘wonders’ (9x), 

‘wonderful’ (2x), ‘astonishingly’ (1x)



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• Use of ‘pele’ when the Angel of the LORD meets Samson’s 
parents in Judges 13, before Samson is born:

• The Angel prophesies to them about the mighty son they will 
have

• Samson’s father Manoah offers to prepare a burnt offering for 
the Angel, and then he asks the angel, “What is Your name, that 
when Your words come to pass we may honor You?” (Judges 
13:17, NKJV)



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• Use of the Hebrew word ‘pele’ in scripture:
• And the Angel of the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask My 

name, seeing it is wonderful?” (Judges 13:18, NKJV)
• The Berean Standard Bible translates it as - “Why do you ask 

my name,” said the angel of the LORD, “since it is beyond 
comprehension?”



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH
• Humorous husband-wife conversation in Judges 13:21-23 

(NLT) after the Angel of the LORD disappears in the flame of 
their sacrifice:

• The angel did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Manoah 
finally realized it was the angel of the LORD, and he said to his 
wife, “We will certainly die, for we have seen God!”

• But his wife said, “If the LORD were going to kill us, he wouldn’t 
have accepted our burnt offering and grain offering. He 
wouldn’t have appeared to us and told us this wonderful thing 
and done these miracles.”



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• (2) Mighty God (El-Gibbor) – Clearly this does not apply to 
man.

• The name is used to emphasize God’s power and strength
• In Jeremiah 32:17-18, the prophet uses "El Gibbor" to describe 

God's unique ability to perform wonders and have authority 
over all creation

• ‘El-Gibbor’ is also used in Isaiah 10:21 (BSB) - A remnant will 
return—a remnant of Jacob—to the Mighty God.



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• (3) Eternal Father (Avi-Ad) – The Hebrew literal translation is 
“Father of Eternity.” So, this human son who is given will also 
be the Father of Eternity, meaning He is the source of eternal 
life. This is no simple human!

• NT correlation - John 10:28 (NIV; Jesus speaking here) - I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• This name for God in Isaiah 9:6 is also utilized in Isaiah 63:16 
(BSB):

• Yet You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us and 
Israel does not acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; 
our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name.



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• (4) Prince of Peace (Sar-Shalom) – Of the four names listed, 
this is the only one which could apply to God and man. The 
name sometimes applies to men in the Hebrew bible.

• However, when Isaiah uses the name ‘Prince of Peace,’ it only 
applies to God



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH

• Isaiah 26:3 (NKJV) - You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose 
mind is stayed on You.

• Isaiah 26:12 (NIV) - Lord, you establish peace for us; all that we 
have accomplished you have done for us.

• In these two verses, the peace originates from God
• Peace does not originate from men in the Book of Isaiah 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/09/03/john-1030/



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN ISAIAH 11:1-3

• Isaiah 11:1-3 (NIV) - A shoot will come up 
from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord 
will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of 
the Lord—and he will delight in the fear of the 
Lord.

https://www.kfuo.org/2020/12/07/sharper-iron-advent-with-
the-prophets-120720-the-shoot-from-the-stump-of-jesse/



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN ISAIAH 11:1-3

• Jesse was King David’s father, who lived during the 11th century 
B.C.

• King David lived approximately from 1035-970 BCE (World 
History Encyclopedia).

• Isaiah prophesied from 739–681 BC.
• So, King David and his father had already been dead for a 

couple hundred years, and Isaiah was being told about the 
coming Messiah through the Holy Spirit



THE HUMANITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11
• The emphasis on verse 1 is not only on the 

humanity of the Messiah, since He will arise 
from the line of David (‘the stump of Jesse’), 
but also on His humble origins

• Because David was a King, his name is 
associated with wealth and royalty, but his 
father Jesse, a resident of rural Bethlehem, 
was quite poor

https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/the-stump-of-jesse



THE HUMANITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11
• The metaphor is that of a tree that has been 

sawed at the base, leaving only the stump
• A shoot grows and becomes a Branch, which 

Isaiah predicts will bear much fruit
• “Branch” is a nickname for the Messiah
• It’s interesting that the prophecy regards a 

“stump” and not a tree – this implies that the 
House of David would be returned to the 
humility that it had in the days of Jesse 

https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/the-stump-of-jesse



THE HUMANITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11
• Jesus fulfills these prophecies: 

• He was born into the House of David 
• He was born in Bethlehem, the hometown of Jesse
• He was born into a poor, humble family. In the Mosaic law, after the 

birth of a baby, the mother was required to go to the temple for ritual 
cleansing and make a blood sacrifice. The typical sacrifice was a 
lamb and a pigeon or dove, but for extremely poor families, two 
pigeons or doves was allowed. In the Book of Luke, Mary could only 
afford two birds. Both Mary and Joseph were in the line of David, so 
the utter poverty of the House of David at this time is 
demonstrated.

https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/the-stump-of-jesse



THE DIVINITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11
•Most of this prophecy, 

however, focuses on the 
sevenfold Spirit of God that 
will “rest on Him”
• The Sevenfold Spirit of 

God
•Spirit of the Lord
•Spirit of wisdom

•Spirit of understanding
•Spirit of counsel
•Spirit of power
•Spirit of knowledge
• The Fear of the Lord



THE DIVINITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11
• The sevenfold nature of the Spirit in Isaiah 11 corresponds to 

the “seven spirits” mentioned in the Book of Revelation
• Rev 4:5 (NIV) - In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. 

These are the seven spirits of God.
• Rev 5:6 (NIV) - Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 

slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four 
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth.



THE DIVINITY OF 
MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11

• Also, Revelation 1:4, 
3:1 – Discuss the 
seven-branched 
lampstand or Menorah
• Seven is a Biblical 

number of completion
• Seven represents 

spiritual perfection

Source: Ariel Ministries.



THE DIVINITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11

• NT fulfillment - Jesus has the fullness of the Spirit
• John 3:34 (BSB) - For the One whom God has sent speaks the 

words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.
• NT scripture teaches that all believers, each with different gifts 

and ministries, are given a measure of the Holy Spirit
• No believer in Christ has ever had all the gifts, because it’s 

God’s will that we should be dependent on one another in the 
church



THE DIVINITY OF MESSIAH IN ISAIAH 11

• In contradistinction, Jesus was given the spirit “without limit”
• Hence, through Scripture, God correlates:

• The Sevenfold Spirit of Isaiah 11:2 (resting on the Messiah)
• Jesus the Messiah in John 3:34, who has the “Spirit without 

limit”
• The Seven Spirits of God in the Book of Revelation (1:4, 3:1, 

4:5, 5:6)



THE GOD-MAN IN MICAH 5:2 - HUMANITY

• But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come forth for Me One to be 
ruler over Israel—One whose origins are of old, from the days 
of eternity. (BSB)

•  The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem in Judah
• Since He has a birthplace, He will be fully human
• “will come forth for Me” – He will fulfill a specific mission for 

God



THE GOD-MAN IN MICAH 5:2 - DEITY

• …One whose origins are of old, from the days of eternity. (BSB)
•  The Hebrew words for “of old, from the days of eternity”  convey the 

concept of eternity past
• In Psalm 90:2, the same words are utilized to describe God the Father - 

Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.

• Same words also used in Proverbs 8:22-23 describing wisdom (NKJV) - 
“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of 
old. I have been established from everlasting, From the beginning, before 
there was ever an earth.



THE GOD-MAN IN ZECHARIAH 13:7

• “Awake, sword, against My Shepherd, And against the Man, 
My Associate,” Declares the LORD of armies. “Strike the 
Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered; And I will turn My 
hand against the little ones. (NASB)

• “My Associate” is translated accurately as “my equal”
• “The verse should be read, ‘and against the man, my equal.’” 

(Fruchtenbaum, p. 75)
• The only one equal with God, is God



THE GOD-MAN IN ZECHARIAH 13:7

• ….“Strike the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered; And I 
will turn My hand against the little ones. (NASB)

• The Messiah’s violent death is emphasized (humanity)
• This will result in the dispersion of the Jews
• The Good Shepherd was “struck” in 30 A.D. –  Jesus crucified
• Destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  - Jews were dispersed
• Innocent common people would suffer due to the rejection of 

the Messiah



JESUS – A HYPOSTATIC UNION (GOD AND MAN)



JESUS – A HYPOSTATIC UNION (GOD AND MAN)

• Definition of ‘hypostatic’ (Oxford English Dictionary) - 
Theology. “Of or pertaining to substance, essence, or 
personality.”

• “Hypostatic” comes from the Greek word “hupostasis,” which 
means, in the context of Christ, “the substantial quality, 
nature, of a person or thing” (BlueLetterBible.org)

• Definition of ‘hypostatic union’ (Catholic Culture Dictionary) - 
“The union of the human and divine natures in the one divine 
person of Christ.”



JESUS – A HYPOSTATIC UNION (GOD AND MAN)

• In theology, the hypostatic union refers to the Christian 
doctrine that Jesus Christ is both fully divine and fully human 
in one being, and not two separate beings. 

• This union is a perfect combination where the two natures are 
united but not mixed or diluted. Jesus’ humanity does not 
diminish His deity, and Jesus’ deity does not modify His 
humanity.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• Example: A black circle is both fully black, and fully a circle
• Is it 100% black? Yes.
• Is it 100% a circle? Yes
• So, we have one object with two characteristics, neither of which 

impedes the other.
• Does the circularity impede or diminish the blackness? No.
• Does the blackness impede or diminish the circularity? No.
• Is it 50% black and 50% circle? No.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• Jesus had always been God (John 1:1, 8:58, 10:30), but at the 
incarnation He became a human being. John 1:14 states “The 
Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”

• One of many verses demonstrating His humanity is Rom 8:3 
(NIV) - For what the law was powerless to do because it was 
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• Two  of many verses demonstrating His divinity are:
• John 1:18 (BSB) – No one has ever seen God, but the one and 

only Son, who is Himself God and is at the Father’s side, has 
made Him known.

• Romans 9:5 (BSB) - Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them 
proceeds the human descent of Christ, who is God over all, 
forever worthy of praise! Amen.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• The early church understanding of Christ’s hypostatic union of 
divine and human natures was formalized and documented at 
the Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D.  They formulated a creed 
that states that Jesus is "one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in 
manhood, truly God and truly man".

• Also, “in two natures, without confusion, without change, 
without separation”

• Thus, Christ has divine and human natures. 



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• Christ's divine nature allows him to 
perform miracles, forgive sins, be 
omniscient, create life, heal the sick, 
defeat Satan, and have power over 
death.

• His human nature allows him to 
experience emotions, fatigue, 
amazement, humiliation, temptation, 
and ultimately, death. 

https://christ.org/blogs/life-events-of-jesus-christ-1/jesus-
heals-the-blind-man-of-bethsaida



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• Key Point: As the only person to ever 
be God and man, Jesus is the perfect 
high priest. 

• Priest definition  - an intermediary 
between God and the people; one who 
would teach the reverence, worship 
and praise, gratitude, tithing, and how 
to live a life that glorifies God.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON

• He can associate with our weakness, pain, humiliation, and 
struggles. He is also the perfect example of submitting to God 
in our times of weakness.  

• Jesus experienced very human, severe emotional anguish in 
the Garden of Gethsemane: 

• Hebrews 5:7 (NIV) says: During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, 
he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears 
to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – 2 NATURES, 1 PERSON
• Romans 1:3-4 (NIV) nicely explains the human and divine natures 

in two verses:
• Regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life  was a descendant of 

David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the 
Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

• Note: Not just ‘Son of God’ (like at Jesus’ baptism and 
transfiguration, where He was declared the ‘Son of God’ by the 
Father), but He was appointed the “Son of God in power by His 
resurrection” which proves His sonship and the truth of His words 
during His ministry on earth.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – IMPORTANCE FOR 
SALVATION
• The concept of the hypostatic 

union is critical for understanding 
the nature of Christ's work for our 
salvation. 

• By being both God and man, Jesus 
could at the same time fully identify 
with humanity and fulfill God's 
righteous and strict requirements 
for forgiveness and redemption.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – IMPORTANCE FOR 
SALVATION

• The famous verse that deals with a 
blood sacrifice is in Leviticus: 

• Important Verse! Lev 17:11 (BSB): 
For the life of the flesh is in the 
blood, and I have given it to you to 
make atonement for your souls 
upon the altar; for it is the blood 
that makes atonement for the soul.



HYPOSTATIC UNION – IMPORTANCE FOR 
SALVATION

•So, it must be blood that makes atonement for our sins
• The blood of bulls and goats (and other animals) was 

inferior to that of Jesus for two reasons:
•Bulls and goats were not in the image of man
•Bulls and goats could have sinned



HYPOSTATIC UNION – IMPORTANCE FOR 
SALVATION

• Hebrews 10:4-6 (NIV) - 4It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 
to take away sins. 5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 
“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for 
me; 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased.
• The OT offerings never took away sins
• The OT offerings did not please God
• “Atonement” for sins (OT offerings) means to cover and hide them
• “Forgiveness” of sins (through the blood of Jesus) is to completely 

remove them



HYPOSTATIC UNION – IMPORTANCE FOR 
SALVATION

•Because we are made in the image of Jesus, and 
because of His essence as a Holy God (He was without 
sin), His blood is the perfect atonement for our human 
sins



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST -
DOCETISM

• Docetism: An early heretical view that held that Jesus was not 
a genuine human; He only appeared to be human.  Jesus only 
“seemed” to have a body like ours. 

• Docetism is a term originating from the Greek word "dokeĩn" 
meaning "to seem" or "to appear"

• Strict Docetists taught that Jesus was only an illusion or a 
phantom but not having a true human body.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
DOCETISM
• Docetism is refuted by Luke 24:39-43, when Jesus appeared to the 

11 on Resurrection Sunday – “Look at My hands and My feet. It is I 
Myself. Touch Me and see—for a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see I have.” 40When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43and he took it and ate it in their presence.

• Docetism is also refuted by John 1:14 (BSB) - The Word became 
flesh and made His dwelling among us.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
DOCETISM
• Docetism was linked to Gnosticism, which regarded the physical 

world as fundamentally evil and the spirit as inherently good. In 
Gnosticism, salvation could be achieved through secret 
knowledge.

• The key issue with Docetism is that it rejects the fundamental 
truths of Scripture, specifically, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. If Jesus was a phantom without a real body, then He did not 
really experience death (Docetism teaches that His suffering at his 
crucifixion was illusory). And, if Jesus was a phantom without an 
actual human body, He could not have had a bodily resurrection 
from the dead. 



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
DOCETISM

• Without the genuine bodily death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, we cannot be saved, we are all still deep in our sins, 
and our faith is useless (1 Corinthians 15:17). 

• Blood must be sprinkled on the mercy seat for forgiveness
• Docetism also rejects the ascension of Christ (since they 

believe He had no real body to make the ascent).
• “He shed real blood to pay the real price for our real sin in 

order to grant us real forgiveness.” (Gotquestions.org)



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
NESTORIANISM

•Nestorianism: A view that Jesus was two separate 
persons in the same body (divine and human), not a 
single person.  The Nestorians were disciples of 
Nestorius (c. AD 386–451), the Archbishop of 
Constantinople.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
NESTORIANISM
• Nestorius put forth a belief system (Nestorianism) which 

stressed the disunity of the human and divine natures of 
Christ. Nestorians believe that Christ essentially exists as two 
persons in the same body. His divine and human natures are 
not unified; they are totally distinct and separate. This concept 
is not scriptural. This also disagrees with the orthodox 
Christian doctrine of the hypostatic union, which states that 
Jesus not only fully God, but also fully man, in one inseparable 
Person.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
NESTORIANISM

• In 428 A.D., Nestorius became patriarch of Constantinople. He 
proclaimed Mary to be Christotokos (“bearer of Christ”), not 
theotokos (“bearer of God”). He emphasized the humanity of 
Jesus, that Jesus’ nature was firmly divided and not unified, 
and that He was constituted of “two natures and two 
persons.” The human nature and person came from Mary. The 
divine nature and person were from God.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
MONOPHYSITISM

•Monophysitism: A heretical view that Jesus only had 
one nature, a mixture of divine and human, not two 
distinct natures. The word is derived from the Greek 
words "monos" (one) and "physis" (nature), implying 
that Jesus's humanity was engulfed by His divinity, 
resulting in a single, divine nature.



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
MONOPHYSITISM

• From Gotquestions.org  - “Eutychianism (a form of Monophysitism) 
developed as a fifth-century response to Nestorianism... Eutyches, 
however, went too far in his refutation of Nestorius and ended up 
teaching heresy as well. Eutyches said that Jesus’ humanity was 
essentially dissolved or obliterated by His divine nature, describing it 
as being ‘dissolved like a drop of honey in the sea.’ An analogy that 
might help explain what Eutyches meant is a drop of ink put into a glass 
of water. The result is a mixture that is not pure water or pure ink. 
Instead, it is a third substance, a mixture of the two in which both the 
ink and water are changed in some way. 



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST-
DEMI-GOD

•Definition of ‘demi-god’: (from 
Oxford Languages) - a being 
with partial or lesser divine 
status, such as a minor deity, 
the offspring of a god and a 
mortal, or a mortal raised to 
divine rank.



JESUS WAS NOT A DEMI-GOD
• Example of a demi-god – Maui from the Disney 

movie “Moana”
• Maui was abandoned by his human parents as 

a baby and thrown into the ocean. The gods 
took pity on him and gave him powerful 
attributes that made him a demigod. They gave 
him a magic fishhook that gives him the ability 
to shape-shift. Other demi-gods in mythology 
have a divine parent and a human parent and 
thus are a combination species



JESUS WAS NOT A DEMI-GOD

• Jesus does not have partial or 
lesser divine status

• Col 2:9 (BSB) - For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity dwells in 
bodily form.

• Phil 2:6 (NIV) - Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be 
used to his own advantage



VIEW DEITY OF 
CHRIST

HUMANITY OF 
CHRIST

UNITY OF GOD 
AND MAN?

ANALOGY

Christian 
Orthodoxy 
(dyophysitism) 
***VIEW TAUGHT 
BY SCRIPTURE***

Fully God Fully man Yes – unified in one 
person (“hypostatic 
union”)

Black circle

Docetism heresy Fully God Not a man but a 
phantom

No – no unity b/c He 
was not a man

Ghost

Nestorianism 
heresy

Fully God Fully man No – a disunity (“two 
natures and two 
persons”)

Two personalities 
(two hats – a God 
hat and a man hat)

Monophysitism 
heresy

Fully God No – humanity was 
dissolved in the 
divinity

No – only 1 nature. 
Humanity dissolved, 
resulting in 3rd nature

Drop of ink in a glass 
of water, resulting in 
inky water (3rd sub)



SUMMARY – HYPOSTATIC UNION

• In summary, the doctrine of the hypostatic union is complex 
and has been debated and refined throughout the history of 
early Christian church, being discussed in early church 
councils. 

• It is a central belief of the Christian faith, helping us 
understand the true nature of Jesus Christ and the implications 
of His incarnation/life/death for our own salvation.



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT – KEY POINTS 

• Ancient Jews knew the Messiah would be born of a woman…
• … but they also knew He would be God and have an eternal 

kingdom
• They had trouble reconciling these scriptures
• The Hebrew scriptures tell us Messiah would be a God-Man
• The Messiah would be God Himself, so God must become a 

man (implying a future incarnation)



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT – KEY POINTS 

• The Messiah would be in the royal lineage of David and 
therefore a king

• Isaiah 9:6-7 teaches that the Messiah won’t be a mere mortal 
man, using the names ‘Wonderful counselor,’ ‘Mighty God,’ and 
‘Eternal Father,’ which are only used of God

• Isaiah 11:1-3 and Jeremiah 23:5-6 both teach that the 
Messiah will be from the line of David and have divine 
characteristics



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT – KEY POINTS 
• The orthodox teaching of Jesus’ 

nature is that of the hypostatic union, 
which states that Jesus was both fully 
God and fully man, in which both 
natures were perfectly unified

• There are multiple different heresies 
which deny the doctrine of the 
hypostatic union of Christ



NEXT LECTURE

• The Son of God
•Closing Prayer 



QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?



RABBIS BELIEVED MESSIAH WOULD BE A MAN
• The wording is one of the Hebrew arguments 

against the divinity of the Messiah
• The name “Shiloh” implies he would be born 

in the standard human format and therefore, 
according to their thinking, would be only 
human

• One rabbinical quote – “The Messiah shall 
be called Shiloh to indicate that he was born 
of a woman and would therefore not be a 
divine king.” (Fruchtenbaum, p. 12).

https://www.inspq.qc.ca/en/tiny-tot/pregnancy/fetus/fetus-
s-environment



… BUT THE ANCIENT JEWS BELIEVED MESSIAH 
WOULD LIVE FOREVER
• Davidic Covenant: 1 Chron 17:14 (BSB) - But I will set him over My 

house and My kingdom forever, and his throne will be established 
forever.

• Psalm 110:4 (NIV) - The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: 
“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”

• The priests of the Aaronic priesthood stopped working at age 50; death 
also prevented them from continuing in their priestly duties

• Hebrews 7:24 (NIV) -  but because Jesus lives forever, he has a 
permanent priesthood



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT: GENESIS 4:1

• In Christian theology, the Angel of Jehovah is Jesus (a 
Christophany)

• Rabbi Akiba in Midrash Rabba (an OT commentary) – “if it said 
‘I have gotten a man: the Lord’ it would have been difficult to 
interpret, hence et ‘with the help of the Lord is required.”



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• Contemporary Jewish Rabbis attempt to refute this concept by 
noting that some men have names that contain the name of 
God

• For example, the name Isaiah means “Jehovah is salvation”
• Jeremiah means “Jehovah will hurl” or “Jehovah will establish”



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT IN JER 23:5-6

• However, there are no examples like this where all four letters 
of YHVH can be found in regard to a normal human being 
(usually 2 letters, sometimes 3, but never all four)

• But again, Jer 23:5-6 plainly communicates that this future 
person will be in the lineage of King David but also will be 
given a name used for God and only God. Jeremiah is 
reaffirming the Davidic covenant with these verses (which 
states David will have a descendant who rules eternally).



ISAIAH 9:6b –DIVINE ORIGIN OF MESSIAH
• Some liberal theologians deny the concept of a Messianic God-man, 

and when they translate verses like Isaiah 9:6, they must mistranslate 
the Hebrew text in order to suit their own presuppositions of Jesus’ 
identity
• Example – the New English Bible manufactures an entire phrase 

into Isaiah 9:6 which states, “in battle he will be Godlike,” which 
does not exist in the Hebrew text, which only has two words here (‘El’ 
and ‘Gibbor’ = God Almighty). This is a poor translation. Later on in 
the NEB, the words are appropriately translated as “the mighty God.”  
Arnold Fruchtenbaum splices no words on the NEB: “Clearly there is 
no integrity in such inconsistent translation.”

https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/09/03/john-1030/



HERETICAL VIEWS OF THE NATURE OF CHRIST - 
NESTORIANISM
• The Bishop of Alexandria (in Egypt) disagreed with the doctrines of 

Nesotorianism. He and his followers marched upon Constantinople and 
held a trial, resulting in Nestorius being dismissed from his position. In 
response, Nestorius’s supporters held a smaller trial in which the 
Bishop of Alexandria was convicted. After much theological discussion 
and political debates, Nestorius was exiled back to Antioch.

• His followers were scattered, some being absorbed into Persian 
Christian churches who hated everything Roman, including the Roman 
Catholic Church, and they had a similar view of Christ in two natures.



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT: GENESIS 4:1

• Full verse in the NIV – Adam made love to his wife Eve, and 
she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, 
“With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”

• Most English translations say (relating to Eve’s birth of her 
firstborn Cain) either “I have gotten a man with the help of 
Jehovah” or “I have acquired a man from the LORD” (based 
on the Septuagint – Greek OT)



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT: GENESIS 4:1

• However, the literal Hebrew reads, “I have gotten a man: 
Jehovah.”

• The same sentence structure is employed in the subsequent 
verse: 

• Again she bare his brother: Abel.
• Key Point: This again hints at (like in Gen 3:15) a woman 

giving birth to the LORD, in the fourth chapter of Genesis!



THE GOD-MAN 
CONCEPT: 
GENESIS 4:1



THE GOD-MAN CONCEPT: GENESIS 4:1

• Don’t miss this point! There is a footnote on p. 181 of the 
Midrash Rabba OT commentary, when discussing the last part 
of Gen 4:1 – “it might imply that she had begotten the Lord.” 

• So, the ancient rabbis clearly understood the ramifications of 
the sentence construction, but they didn’t know what to do 
with it, so they adjusted their translations.
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