BIRSDAY NIGHT TRUTH:;:
8stament Images of Jesus
Ion 6 — Born of a Virgin

-“’




SERIES
OVERVIEW

(1) Introduction

*(2) The Line of Messiah
(3) The Son of Man

(4) The God-Man

*(5) The Son of God
*(6) Born of a Virgin

https://video.wvbs.org/video/spotlight-on-the-word-ot-2-jesus-in-the-old-tes
ttttttt



SESSION OVERVIEW

* (1) Introduction
2) Book of Isaiah Overview
3) Isaiah 7:1-17 (Born of a Virgin)

(1)
(2)
(3)
*(4) The Two Main Controversies
(5)
(6)
(7)

*(5) Hermeneutics
6) The Hebrew Word ‘Almah’
*(7) The Threat to the House of David

- 2) The Message to Ahaz
i 5TJOHNS ) The Signs of Deliverance




HA MASHIACH BOOK

Ha-Mashiach
The Messiah of the Hebrew Scriptures

elsaiah 7:1-17
Pages 24-31

i1 S TJOHNS



(1) INTRODUCTION

* The first prophecy of Jesus recorded in Matthew's gospel is
when an angel speaks to Joseph:

e Matthew 1:20-23 (NIV) - ... an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and

you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.”

« 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: 23“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
~nd they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God witk

i STJOHNS :7)- BALLY




BORN OF A VIRGIN
PROPHECY

*|n these verses we have a few key points:

(1) The angel tells Joseph that Mary’s pregnancy is a
miraculous conception from God

*(2) She will give birth to a son

*(3) They are to name him Jesus

e Jesus = ‘Yeshua’, which means “Yahweh is salvation” or
“Yahweh saves”

* Name highlights Jesus' position as the Savior and the
fulfillment of God's promised plan of salvation

i STJOHNS



BORN OF A VIRGIN
PROPHECY

*But Matthew also notes that when Jesus was born, this
fulfilled what was written by the prophet Isaiah
approximately 700 years earlier:

elsaiah 7:14 (NIV) - Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

i STJOHNS el



VIRGIN CONCEPTION AND
BIRTH ALSO IN LUKE

e Luke 1:31-35: 31Behold, you will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus. 32He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David, 33and He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end!”

* 34“How can this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a
virgin?”

* 365The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy
One to be born will be called the Son of God.

i STJOHNS el



THE BOOK OF [ISAIAH -
OVERVIEW

 Author: The prophet Isaiah

Audience: Jews in the land of Judah (particularly
Jerusalem)

eDate: Isaiah describes events from 740 to 680 B.C.
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THE BOOK OF [ISAIAH -
OVERVIEW

*Quick Summary of Isaiah: Isaiah was called by God to
go and prophesy to the kingdom of Judah a warning of
judgment but also a coming day of salvation. Because
of dangerous and powerful surrounding nations, Judah
had made alliances (both military and political) with the
goal of protecting itself. Isaiah spoke against these
alliances, instructing them to rely not on their power and
might, but on the power and might of God Almighty.
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THE BOOK OF [ISAIAH -
OVERVIEW

*Any alliance Judah negotiated would place them in a
submissive status to a powerful nation. As a vassal
state, they would be required to pay tribute or provide
military support, and thus their commander would no
longer be God. This subservient relationship also would

lead Judah to worship the gods of those countries and
adopt their heathen religions.

i STJOHNS



THE BOO

K OF ISAIAH -

OVERVIEW

|saiah instructed t
and rely only on H

ne kingdom of Judah to follow God
Is providence and faithfulness, rather

than on military al

ilances. If they would only trust God

to do it, He would save and deliver them. If Judah

was faithless and
then Judah would
northern kingdom

doubted God’s power and providence,
have the same outcome as the
of Israel, which was conquered by the

ruthless Assyrians and sent into exile. God would
eventually use Babylon to destroy Assyria and later,

'1dah.
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THE BOOK OF [ISAIAH -
OVERVIEW

However, Isaiah spoke about more than just warnings
and coming judgment. Isaiah’s name means “Yahwenh
saves,” and he wrote many verses of a future hope
and salvation. His prophecies foresee a coming king,
the Messiah, who will fulfill the promises to Israel. A
faithful remnant of people will receive redemption
through a future Messiah, often called “the suffering
servant,” who will die a sacrificial death for them. The
Book of Isaiah is sometimes called the “Fifth Gospel”
hecause it speaks so much of Jesus.

i STJOHNS el
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THE BOOK OF [ISAIAH -
OVERVIEW

*Key Names to Know:

*Ahaz = King of Judah (southern kingdom)
Ephraim = nickname for Israel (northern kingdom)
*Pekah, son of Remaliah = King of Israel

*Aram = Syria (King Rezin)
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THE WICKED KING AHAZ

*2 Chronicles 28:1-4: 1Ahaz was twenty years old when he
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years.
Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the
eyes of the Lord. 2He followed the ways of the kings of
Israel and also made idols for worshiping the Baals. 3He
burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and
sacrificed his children in the fire, engaging in the
detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out
before the Israelites. 4He offered sacrifices and burned
incense at the high places, on the hilltops and under

‘ery spreading tree.

i STJOHNS el



(3) ISAIAH 7:1-17

A Message to Ahaz

* TNow in the days that Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of
Uzziah, was king of Judah, Rezin king of Aram marched
up to wage war against Jerusalem. He was

accompanied by Pekah son of Remaliah the king of
Israel, but he could not overpower the city.

« 2When it was reported to the house of David that Aram

was in league with Ephraim, the hearts of Ahaz and his
people trembled like trees in the forest shaken by the

nd.
i STJOHNS




ISAIAH 7:1-17

*3Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out with your son
Shear-Jashub to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct
that feeds the upper pool, on the road to the
Launderer’s Field, 4and say to him: Calm down and be
quiet. Do not be afraid or disheartened over these two
smoldering stubs of firewood—over the fierce anger of
Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. 5For
Aram, along with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah, has
plotted your ruin, saying: 6'Let us invade Judah,
terrorize it, and divide it among ourselves. Then we can

stall the son of Tabeal over it as king.” 7But this is
EENTJOUNS o ot thm 1 e O ot —




ISAIAH 7:1-17

‘It will not arise; it will not happen. 8For the head of
Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is
Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered
as a people. 9The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the
head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you do not
stand firm in your faith, then you will not stand at all.™

i STJOHNS



ISAIAH 7:1-17

The Sign of Immanuel

* 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11°Ask for a
sign from the LORD your God, whether from the depths of
Sheol or the heights of heaven.” 12But Ahaz replied, “I will
not ask; | will not test the LORD.”

» 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it not
enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience
of my God as well? 14Therefore the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold, the virgin will be with child
and give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.

i STJOHNS el



ISAIAH 7:1-17

» 15By the time He knows enough to reject evil and
choose good, He will be eating curds and honey. 16For
before the boy knows enough to reject evil and choose
good, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid
waste.

Judgment to Come

«17The LORD will bring on you and on your people and
on the house of your father a time unlike any since the
day Ephraim separated from Judah—He will bring the

dS1Jons 19 Of Assyria.” g1 14




(4) THE TWO
CONTROVERSIES

e|lsaiah 7:14 describes the virgin conception and the
birth of the Messiah. Of the many Messiah prophecies,
this is perhaps the most controversial, and thus a
thorough analysis is appropriate. The true meaning of
these verses is debated by rabbis and theologians.

* |[saiah writes of “a sign” from God: that “the virgin
will conceive and give birth to a son...”

i STJOHNS el



THE TWO CONTROVERSIES

* The two disputed aspects of Isaiah 7:14 are:

* (1) “A Sign” — since the context of Isaiah 7 is God
showing a divine sign to King Ahaz, which is a prophecy
that should be fulfilled quickly during his lifetime, how
could Matthew use this to apply to the birth of a child
700 years later?

* (2) The Hebrew word ‘Almah’ — Does “almah’ truly
mean “virgin” or just a young, unmarried woman?

i STJOHNS el



THE TWO CONTROVERSIES

*Differences between Christian and Jewish translations:

*lsaiah 7:14 (Berean Standard Bible, a Christian
translation): Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin (almah) will be with child and
give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.

elsaiah 7:14 (JPS 1985- Jewish translation) —
"Assuredly, my Lord will give you a sign of His own
accord! Look, the young woman (almah) is with child
and about to give birth to a son. Let her name him
'mmanuel.”

i STJOHNS el



THE TWO CONTROVERSIES

eDifferences between Christian and Jewish
translations:

A virgin conception and birth is a miracle

* A young woman becoming pregnant is not a miracle;
that is normal.

*Key question: Does ‘almah’ truly mean “virgin” or just
a young, unmarried woman??

i STJOHNS el



CHRISTIAN VS. JEWISH
INTERPRETATIONS

NEW TESTAMENT (CHRISTIAN) TRADITIONAL JEWISH INTERPRETERS
The facts that God is giving a sigh and the use The young woman is Isaiah’s wife, and the sign
of the word “Behold” implies a forthcoming Is her naming their son “Immanuel” by
supernatural event inspiration of the Holy Spirit (Rashi, 11
Century)

“the virgin” is the Virgin Mary
or
“ason”is Jesus the Messiah
The young woman is Ahaz’s wife or his
daughter, and the sign is her naming the child
Matthew 1:18-23 “Immanuel” by inspiration of the Holy Spirit
Luke 1:26-34 (Abarbanel, 15" Century)




(5) HERMENEUTICS

*Hermeneutics Definition (from britannica.com) - the

study of the general principles of biblical
interpretation

* Since the context of this prophecy requires a short-term
fulfilment to King Ahaz, and Matthew later states it is
fulfilled by Jesus, some Christian theologians regard
this verse as an example of “double fulfillment,”
meaning that one prophecy is fulfilled on two separate
occasions. That is, the prophecy was a sign for both
'’ng Ahaz and the sign noted by Matthew (the virgin

& 5TJOHNS nception and birth of Jesus). —



HERMENEUTICS

*S0, this discussion of hermeneutics is part of the
answer to the first controversy; how the “sign” can be
given 700 years later. The answer: this is a DOUBLE
REFERENCE PROPHECY.

i STJOHNS el



HERMENEUTICS

Messianic Jewish scholar Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum
does not accept the principle of double fulfillment here
or anywhere else in the Bible. He states that these verses
are what is called a “double reference.” In a double
reference there is one block of scripture dealing with one
person, event, and time, and that is juxtaposed next to
another block of scripture dealing with another person,
place, or time, often without any clear divisions between the
two. So, there is no clear dividing line, even though the
back-to-back prophecies are separated by huge gaps of
~ 1e, sometimes over a thousand years.

i STJOHNS el



HERMENEUTICS

* Thus, double fulfillment states that one prophecy has
two fulfillments (AGF states this does not exist in the
scriptures).

elsaiah 7:13-17 is an example of double reference
(two back-to-back prophecies, each with their own
fulfillment).

i STJOHNS



HERMENEUTICS

*DOUBLE FULFILLMENT (Doesn’t occur in scripture)
*One prophecy 1 18t fulfillment 0 2" fulfillment (later)

*DOUBLE REFERENCE (utilized in Isaiah 7:14) — 2
prophecies side-by-side

*Prophecy 1 [] Single fulfillment
*Prophecy 2 [ Single fulfillment

*Prophecy 1 and 2 can be separated by hundreds of
hars

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLE OF DOUBLE
REFERENCE PROPHECY

elsaiah 61 (BSB) - 1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is on Me,
because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to the prisoners,
2to proclaim the year of the LORD'’s favor and the day of our
God'’s vengeance...

*In Luke 4, Jesus begins His ministry with His rejection in His
own hometown of Nazareth. In the synagogue, He opens the
scrolls and reads from Isaiah 61 but leaves off “the day of God'’s
vengeance”. And He says that “Today this Scripture is fulfilled In
vour hearing.” (Luke 4:20 BSB).

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLE OF DOUBLE
REFERENCE PROPHECY

Prophecy 1 — first coming of Jesus (when the good
news was preached to poor, broken hearts were bound
up, and He proclaimed liberty and the Lord’s favor)

Prophecy 2 — the day of our God’s vengeance
(thousands of years later; still hasn’t occurred)

Another double reference is Ezekiel 28, which
speaks of the King of Tyre at the time of the prophecy,
and also of Satan’s fall hundreds or thousands of years
before.

i STJOHNS el



(6) THE HEBREW WORD
ALMAH’

* The major controversy over this prophecy is the wording
used. The Hebrew word ‘almah’ is used, which our
Bibles translate as “virgin.” There are three Hebrew
words which Isaiah could have used to describe the
young woman:

eNa’a’rah
eBetulah
Almah

i STJOHNS el



(6) THE HEBREW WORD
ALMAH’

1) Na’a’rah — means "damsel” and can be applied to
either a virgin (1 Kings 1:2) or a non-virgin (Ruth 2:6).

*Since this doesn’t specify a virgin, the argument is over
the word choice between ‘almah’ and ‘betulah’

i STJOHNS el



(6) THE HEBREW WORD
‘ALMAH’

«2) Betulah — this word is used 50 times in the Hebrew
bible. In modern Hebrew, this word is regarded to
exclusively mean “a virgin.” But we are not studying
modern Hebrew; we are interested in how these words
are used in the Biblical context.

Many state that if Isaiah truly wanted to convey “a
virgin,” then he would have utilized this word. While it is
true this word does mean “a virgin,” but it is not always
used that way in Scripture. Examples:

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF BETULAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*In Joel 1:8, ‘betulah’ is used to reference a widow
(BSB - Wall like a virgin dressed in sackcloth, grieving
for the husband of her youth.)

*This is a debatable use of betulah because the specifics
are unclear regarding the woman — is she young or old
and is she a fiancee or a wife? This may have been a
young virgin mourning the loss of her flancée before
they were together. A little unclear.

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF BETULAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*In Genesis 24:16 (in reference to Rebekah at the well)
— since the word does not exclusively mean “virgin,”
Moses adds the phrase "had never known a man” to
give the exact meaning

* Now the girl was very beautiful, a virgin who had not
had relations with any man. She went down to the
spring, filled her jar, and came up again. (BSB)

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF BETULAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*In Judges 21:12 — the same phrase "had not known
a man” is added to ‘betulah’ again for clarification

*So they found among the inhabitants of
Jabesh-Gilead four hundred young women who
had not had relations with a man, and they brought

them to the camp at Shiloh in the land of Canaan.
(BSB)

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

 Almah - in scripture, this means an unmarried woman
who is “a virgin,” “a young virgin,” or “a virgin of
marriageable age.” The word ‘almah’ is used only 9
times in the Hebrew bible. Never does it mean “a
married woman.”

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*Genesis 24:43 — when this is compared to Gen 24:16
(‘betulah’ is used), verse 43 does not have any
qualifying statements for clarification, since ‘almah’
alone is adequate to convey the meaning of “virgin.”
Additionally, it is used to describe Rebekah, who was
obviously a virgin when she married Isaac.

*...Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to
whom | shall say, “Please give me a little water from
your Jar to drink,” (ESV)

i STJOHNS el



EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*Exodus 2:8 — ‘almah’ is used to describe Moses’ sister
Miriam when she was a young girl, a virgin.

* And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl
went and called the child’s mother. (ESV)

*Psalm 68:25 — the context here is a royal procession of
virgins. Because the King in this passage is God, absolute
chastity is required; it would be inappropriate to believe
that God would allow unchaste unmarried women in His
procession.

o...the singers in front, the musicians last, between them
ST 0NN virgins playing tambourines: (ESV)




EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*Song of Songs 1:3 — here the word ‘almah’ refers to
pure unmarried young women

e... your anointing olls are fragrant; your nhame is oil
poured out; therefore virgins love you. (ESV)

*Song of Songs 6:8 — ‘almah’ here Is used in contrast
to wives and concubines (non-virgins)

* There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and
virgins without number. (ESV)
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EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

*Proverbs 30:18-19 — Again, the word ‘almah’ is used
in contrast — where a young man and a virgin fall in
love, in contrast to an adulteress in the following
verse (v. 20)

« 18 There are three things too wonderful for me, four
that | cannot understand: 19the way of an eagle in
the sky, the way of a snake on a rock, the way of a

ship at sea, and the way of a man with a maiden
(almah). (BSB)
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EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

his is a poetic passage that is debatable. An eagle
In the sky doesn’t leave a trace. Neither does a snake
on a rock or a ship at sea. The “way of a man...”
refers to him courting her and their falling in love.
Falling in love doesn’t leave a trace.

*[f a man were to sleep with the maiden, it would
leave a trace (she would be pregnant) so that would
break the poetic pattern here.

 These contrast with the adulterous woman in v. 20
where a trace is left
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EXAMPLES OF ALMAH IN
SCRIPTURE

elsaiah 7:14 — Because all the six verses above using
the word ‘almah’ describe a “virgin,” why would this
verse be any different?

*Ilsaiah 7:14 (BSB) - Therefore the Lord Himself will
give you a sign: Behold, the virgin will be with child and
give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.

i STJOHNS el



ALMAH VS BETULAH

*A relevant side note: In biblical times, sexua
intercourse often resulted in pregnancy, and thus about
fifteen-plus years of expenses to raise the child, so
parents would not allow their daughter to be
impregnated by a man who wasn't interested in
marriage. For the parents, this was an economic
consideration.

Remember the parents often chose the spouse for their
sons or daughters as well, and had more control of their
ﬂ_HSTJU“NgﬂIdren than in modern times.




ALMAH VS BETULAH

*Not all uses in scripture of almah are clear, but when the
meaning can be established, it refers to a girl or young
woman who iIs a virgin.

*\What everyone can agree on is that ‘almah’ means an
unmarried woman. Therefore, if the woman in Isaiah 7:14
were an unmarried non-virgin, then the Holy God of Israel
would be promising a sign involving an illegitimate child.
So, there are two major issues with this:

*First, God would not sanction that as a sign

*Second, how would it be a ‘sign’ for an unmarried young

o o woman to give birth to a child outside of wedlock?




ALMAH VS BETULAH

* Additionally, the ancient Jewish scholars had no
confusion about what the word ‘almah’ meant. The
Septuagint is a Greek version of the Hebrew bible,
translated approximately 200 BC, before the
incarnation. So, their knowledge of specific Hebrew
word meanings was much closer to the time of the
actual events. The Jews who wrote the Septuagint used
the word ‘parthenos’ when they translated Isaiah 7:14,
which means “a virgin.” They didn’t use the more
“»neral term for “young woman” in Greek.

i STJOHNS el



ALMAH VS BETULAH

*Pulpit Commentary from Biblehub.com

*“The rendering "virgin" has the support of the best
modern Hebraists, as Lowth, Gesenins, Ewald,
Delitzsch, Kay. It is observed with reason that unless
‘almabh is translated "virgin," there is no
announcement made worthy of the grand prelude:
"The Lord himself shall give you a sign - Behold!"
The Hebrew, however, has not "a virgin," but "the
virgin" (and so the Septuagint, n TapB&voc), which
points to some special virgin, pro-eminent above

& SrJonvs all others.” 18




ALMAH VS BETULAH

*Recent Book on this topic, “The Mother of the Infant
King,” by Christopher Rico and Peter J. Gentry focusing
on the words almah and betulah in the Bible

eBetulah means a “virgin” woman with no respect for
age; could be a young virgin or old virgin

* Their conclusion on almah: “The word, almah, In
contrast to betulah, relates to a specific period in a
woman’s life when she is both young AND a
virgin.”
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ALMAH VS BETULAH

e|lsaiah’s Literary Genius:
*“Ask” and “Sheol” use nearly the same letters

*“High as heaven” and “almah/virgin” use nearly the
same letters

*The sign that is “as ... high as heaven” = an
almah will become pregnant

i STJOHNS



“Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask [OX¥] a sign for
yourself from the LORD your God; make it deepfas Sheol [N2XY]
or high as heaven [N2yn?]’ But Ahaz said, ‘I will fot asi4 nor will I
test the LORP! Then he said, ‘Listen now, O hoyse of Pavid! Is it
too slight a thing for you to try the patience of mpen, thjt you will
try the patiefice of my God as well? Therefore fhe Lojd Himself
will give you j sign: Behold, a virgin [MnYY] is pr¢gnant{{n1n] and

bears a son,

d she will call His hame Immanuel]f (Isa 7§0-14)

“asign... as
high as
heaven” and
“the virgin”
look and
sound nearly
the same in
Hebrew

“Ask” and
“Sheol”
look and
sound
nearly the
same in
Hebrew




ALMAH VS BETULAH

*S0, you can see that Matthew did not rip this verse out
of context, like some would accuse

*Matthew correctly interprets that this is truly a
miraculous, supernatural, and one-of-a-kind type event:
the virgin is pregnant and gives birth, and His name will
be Immanuel, which means “God with us”

*Since Ahaz refused to ask for a sign, the sign will be
chosen from God, and it will be “as .. high as heaven”
involving a young virgin woman

i STJOHNS el



CHARIS TIAIN
INTERPRETATION IS

Qeq?oldaﬁﬁg%;[es to something incredible or important; it

would not apply to a regular birth

*“The virgin” using the definite article means someone
particularly special (who is the Virgin Mary; Mary is “blessed
among women” in Luke 1:42)

» Septuagint authors closer to the time of Isaiah use “parthenos”
in Greek, which means “virgin”

* Everyone agrees that almah means a young unmarried
woman; A Holy God wouldn’t provide a sign from heaven to
confirm His plan using a child out of wedlock

i STJOHNS el



CHARIS TIAIN
INTERPRETATION IS

QQ nglng E%brew there is a shift between the

singular (when ta

speaking to the |

king to Ahaz) and plural (when

ouse of David), making this a double

reference prophecy.

*Other uses of almah in scripture (when meaning can be
determined) all imply “young virgin®; so why would this
be the one exception?

* The translation of almah as “virgin” is affirmed by
multiple Hebrew scholars

i STJOHNS



CHARIS TIAIN
INTERPRETATION IS

Q@e@%%@r;rentation that Isaiah or Ahaz ever had

a son hamed Immanuel

*King Ahaz’s sons — Hezekiah (succeeded him as
king); Maaseiah (killed by the Assyrians); an unnamed
infant son (sacrificed to Moloch)

*The Prophet Isaiah’s sons - Shear-Jashub (lsaiah
8:18); Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (Isaiah 8:1-4)

i STJOHNS el



THE THREAT TO THE HOUSE OF
DAVID

ISAIAH 7:1-2

At this time in history, smaller kingdoms of the Middle
East were vulnerable to the growing threat of the
aggressive and hostile Assyrian Empire.

*Two of these smaller kingdoms include Syria (aka
Aram), the northern Jewish kingdom of Israel, and the
southern Jewish kingdom of Judah.

*The kings of Syria (King Rezin) and Israel (King Pekah,
son of Remaliah) knew their armies were not strong

enough to fight the Assyrians, so they wanted Judah to
side with them.



THE THREAT TO THE HOUSE OF
DAVID
ISAIAH 7:1-2

However, King Ahaz of Judah refused, so the kings of
Syria and Israel sought to depose Klng Ahaz and install
new leadership (verses 1-2), and then establish an
alliance with Judah which would help them fight Assyria.

However, that plan had one major flaw. It was a
pointed attack on God’s eternal promise to David, and
thus never could have succeeded.
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GOD’'S MESSAGE TO AHAZ
THRU ISAIAH
ISAIAH 7:3-9

*King Ahaz of Judah was not a true believer of the LORD
of Israel. He had fallen into idolatry and was quite
fearful of the impending invasion from the north (Israel
and Syria). However, God sends his prophet Isaiah to
Ahaz with a message.

*\WWhen Isaiah meets him, Ahaz is inspecting his water
supplies to prepare for the battle. Isaiah brings along his
son, named Shear-Jashub, which means “a remnant
will return.” It is later on, in vv. 15-16 that we find out

o onns 1y the son was brought along.




GOD’'S MESSAGE TO AHAZ
THRU ISAIAH
ISAIAH 7:3-9

In verses 4-6, Isaiah tells Ahaz not to fear the threat to
the two kingdoms conspiring his downfall and removal
from the throne. He lets Ahaz know that they plan to
substitute him with the son of Tabeel. Isaiah was a
master of the Hebrew language and loved word games.
Tabeel means "God is good.” Although it doesn’'t come
through in our English translations, Isaiah changes the
vowel structure just a little, changing his name to “good
for nothing.”
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GOD’'S MESSAGE TO AHAZ
THRU ISAIAH
ISAIAH 7:3-9

*S0, the puppet king Tabeel that they are planning to
utilize as part of their plan will prove to be “good for
nothing.”

*Because God promised David he would always have a
descendant on the throne, the conspiracy was doomed
to failure before it began. This is what God says in verse
7. “It will not take place, it will not happen ...”
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*THE OFFER OF A SIGN - Isaiah 7:10-11

*As an unbeliever, Ahaz does not trust that God will
deliver him from Israel and Syria, so he tries to ally with
the Assyrians. He has asked the Assyrian emperor for

his help against this united front, believing the Assyrians
are more powerful than God Almighty.

* 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11°Ask the Lord your

God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the

' "~hest heiahts.”
i N TJOHNS / d
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

In verse 10, God asks Ahaz directly what sign he would
like, whatever he prefers, to demonstrate that God is
with him and will deliver him from the kings united
against him. The word for “sign” could be a natural or
supernatural event; it doesn’'t necessarily mean a
miracle. But God offers him anything in heaven, on
earth, or under the earth, whatever it would take to
encourage him.

i STJOHNS el



THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*THE REJECTION OF THE OFFER - Isaiah 7:12

*Surprisingly, the idol-worshipping king Ahaz immediately
becomes very spiritual. He quotes Deuteronomy 6:16
from the Law of Moses:

» But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; | will not put the Lord to
the test.”

i STJOHNS el



THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*THE REJECTION OF THE OFFER - Isaiah 7:12

However, Ahaz does not apply the verse correctly to the
situation. The key difference here is that God is offering
a sign; Deuteronomy 6:16 warns against asking for a
sign. Despite his idolatrous ways, it is clear Ahaz was
not ignorant of the Jewish law and the true God! Also, it
IS clear Ahaz didn’t even want a sign, because then he
would have to abandon his alliance with Assyria.
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*THE SIGN TO THE HOUSE OF DAVID - Isaiah 7:13-14

*Verse 13 is a turning point in the discussion. Isaiah goes
from addressing Ahaz to addressing the entire House of
David. The English language does not differentiate
between singular “you” and plural “you” when addressing a

single person or a group of people. The exception is if
you're in the South, where we use “y’all.”

*In Hebrew, however, there is a difference between singular
“au” (v. 9,11,16,17) and plural “you” (v. 13,14).
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*KEY POINTS

*The singular “you” in verses 9, 11, 16, and 17 are
addressed to KING AHAZ

*The plural “you™ in verses 13 and 14 are addressed to
the HOUSE OF DAVID

i STJOHNS



THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

« KEY POINTS (CONTINUED)

*This is the “double reference” prophecy discussed earlier,
which explains how the prophecy can be to both King Ahaz
and to a Messiah born in the distant future.

*Verses 13-14 are the first portion of the prophecy, addressed
to the House of David, and the prophecy involves “the virgin
conceiving and giving birth to a son ...”

*Verses 15-17 are the second portion of the prophecy,
addressed to King Ahaz, during his time, referring to the
time Isaiah’s son (Shear-Jashub) can make moral
distinctions between right and wrong.



THE SIGN OF GOD'S
DELIVERANCE

* The passage becomes easier to understand if we restate the
passage, inserting (singular) and (plural) where appropriate:

Isaiah 7:10-17 (NASB)
10Then the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11“Ask for a sign TO KING AHAZ
for yourself (singular) from the LORD your God; make it deep as

(singular)
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will
[ put the LORD to the test!”
13Then he said, “Listen now, house of David! Is it too trivial a TO THE HOUSE

thing for you (plural) to try the patience of men, that you (plural) OE DAVID
will try the patience of my God as well? 14Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you (plural) a sign: Behold, the virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and she w:;fl name Him
Immanuel.

(plural)




THE SIGN OF GOD'S
DELIVERANCE

15He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to
refuse evil and choose good. 16For before the boy knows enough
to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you
(singular) dread will be abandoned.

17The LORD will bring on you (singular), on your people, and on
your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that
Ephraim separated from Judah—the days of the king of Assyria.”

KING AHAZ
(singular)




ISAIAH 7:14 — DOUBLE
REFERENCE PROPHECY

*DOUBLE REFERENCE - 2 prophecies side-by-side,
separated by large gaps of time

* Prophecy 1 [1 Single fulfillment
* Prophecy 2 [ Single fulfillment

* Prophecy 1 (v. 14, about the future Messiah) - Therefore the
Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin will be with
child and give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.

*Prophecy 2 (vv. 15-16, about Isaiah’s son) - By the time He
knows enough to reject evil and choose good, He will be eating
curds and honey. For before the boy knows enough to reject evil
and choose good, the land of the two kings you dread will be
laid waste.



THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*The Hebrew word for “behold” in verse 14 is
emphasizing an event which could be past, present, or
future. With the specific Hebrew grammar used in verse
14, (when “behold” is used with the present participle)
the word is being applied to a future event. So, the
conception is future, and the birth is future.

* This doesn't describe a pregnant woman nearing her
delivery
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

» Additionally, the Hebrew text states that “the virgin” will
conceive and give birth to a son, not “a virgin.” The NIV and
NKJV correctly state this; the NASB 1995 used to say “a virgin”
but it has been updated to read “the virgin.”

* According to grammatical rules of Hebrew, the definite article
“the” usually applies to the immediate previous context.
However, if we read the passage from Isaiah Ch. 7, no woman
has been described. So, if there is no immediate context, then
the second rule is the “principle of previous reference,” which is
a topic which has been described much earlier and is of

- mmon knowledge.
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

* Where could there be any reference to the concept of a
virgin birth to a son? The only thing we have previously
iIn Hebrew scripture is Gen 3:15, the seed of the
woman. Here, the Messiah will be descended from a
woman with no mention of a human father.
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

*KEY POINT

* Another critical concept is that the LORD is promising that
the House of David cannot lose its national identity
until the birth of a child who is the son of a virgin.
Because the genealogical records were kept in the Temple,
the Messiah must come before they were destroyed in 70
A.D. The Messiah was known to be the “Son of David.” How

can anyone now prove they are of the line of David? They
can't!
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

* THE SIGN TO AHAZ - Isaiah 7:15-17

However, even though now we have a long-range
prophecy regarding the birth of Messiah, King Ahaz still
needs information regarding his current situation.

* The virgin birth doesn’t occur until 700 years later, so
that’s of little use to him in his current predicament.
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THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

* There is a second sign given In verses 15-17, and
this sign is specifically for Ahaz. The "you” in verse
16 has switched back to the singular, so we now know

that Isaiah is addressing Ahaz and not the entire House
of David.

*The sign is this: before Isaiah’s son is mature enough
to make moral judgments between right and wrong, the
kings of Israel and Syria will be removed and will no
longer be a danger. Verse 16 - the land whose two
kinas vou (sinqular) dread will be abandoned.



THE SIGN OF GOD’S
DELIVERANCE
ISAIAH 7:10-17

» God fulfilled this promise within three years!

* Isaiah again uses the definite article “the” before the
word “boy.” This time, there is another boy in the
relevant scripture — Isaiah’s son. The boy of verse 16
(who is refusing evil and choosing good) cannot be the
virgin-born son of verse 14, but it refers back to Isaiah’s
son in verse 3 (God told Isaiah to bring him along). This
was the reason God directed Isaiah to bring his son with
him to meet Ahaz. It is very uncommon in scripture for
God to tell the prophet to bring his son along on the



(10) ISAIAH 7:14 & THE
ASSYRIAN CONTEXT

» Another criticism of Matthew’s usage of this verse (as a
long-term prophecy of the Messiah) is that this was a
prophecy from God through the prophet Isaiah to King Ahaz
to be fulfilled in the King Ahaz’ time.

* This criticism comes from orthodox Jews (anti-missionaries)

* They say that this prophecy can’'t be Messianic because it
IS In the Assyrian context

*|saiah 7 seems to tie the child named “Immanuel” to the
time of the Assyrians, and if that's the case then obviously
(they say) this can’t be about the Messiah
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(10) ISAIAH 7:14 & THE
ASSYRIAN CONTEXT

*Please see course notes for full discussion of this
subject

*KEY POINT — One cannot refute Isaiah 7:14 as a
Messianic verse because it is in the context of Assyria,
since well-known Messianic prophecies such as Isaiah
11:1 and Micah 5:2 are also in the context of Assyria.
God commonly prophesies the Messiah in relation to
the enemies of Israel.
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(11) SUMMARY OF ISAIAH
7 1-17

* In Isaiah 7, the kingdom of Judah, ruled by King Ahaz,
IS being threatened by an alliance from the north of
Israel and Syria. Ahaz doesn’t want to unite with them
against the Assyrians; rather he would prefer to unite
with Assyria. Israel and Syria are planning to attack
Judah, remove Ahaz, and install a puppet king who will
do their will. However, this plan also is against the
House of David.

i STJOHNS el



(11) SUMMARY OF ISAIAH
7 1-17

*God tells King Ahaz through the prophet Isaiah not to
fear the northern kings; he says, “Do not lose heart
because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood.” (Is
7:4b)

God gives Ahaz two signs, one near-term and one
long-term (next slide):
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(11) SUMMARY OF ISAIAH
7 1-17

» Sign 1 — This was given to the House of David
(long-term). A virgin-born son will be born, and no attempt
to overthrow the House of David will succeed until that
occurs. The word “virgin” is required by the Hebrew
vocabulary and the theological context.

e Sigh 2 — This was given to King Ahaz personally
(short-term). God dictates that the attack on Judah will not
be victorious, and Syria and Israel will soon be laid bare.
Before Isaiah’s son reaches the age of accountability (moral
maturity), the threat of the two kings will be gone.
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COURSE CONCLUSION

*Session 1 (Introduction) - Road to Emmaus teachings
— Luke 24:27 (NIV) - And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all
the Scriptures concerning himselrf.

*Rev 19:10 (ESV) - For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.

«Jesus is concealed in the Old Testament, and revealed
In the New Testament

* A transcendent truth exists; Jesus declares Himself the
Truth of existence (John 14:6)



COURSE CONCLUSION

*Session 2 (Line of Messiah) — the Messiah would be born of a
woman, seed of Abraham, seed of Judah, and the son of David.

eSession 3 (The Son of Man) — the OT speaks often of a “son of
man,” which is a name typically used to describe an everyday
man, except for a passage in Daniel 7:13-14 (NIV):

* ... one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.
14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all
nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
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COURSE CONCLUSION

*Session 4 (The God-Man Concept) — the Messiah would be
fully man and fully God

Jeremiah 23:5-6 (NIV) - “The days are coming,” declares the
Lord, “when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch... This

Is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteous Savior.

*Micah 5:2 — The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem (human),
and He will be “from the days of eternity” (pre-existent, divine)

* With NT revelation, we understand that Jesus is a hypostatic
1inion — both fully man and fully God, unified in one person
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COURSE CONCLUSION

*Session 5 (The Son of God) — the Messiah would be the Son
of God

* This fact is mentioned in multiple OT prophecies

Psalm 2:7 (NIV) - | will proclaim the Lord’s decree: He said to
me, “You are my son, today | have become your father.

* The riddle of Proverbs 30 (NIV) - Who has established all the
ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is the name of
his son? Surely you know!

« Jesus, the Father, Peter, and many others testify in the NT that
He was (and still is) the Son of God
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COURSE CONCLUSION

- Remember the Law of the Excluded Middle: R
C.S. Lewis famously stated, “Christianity, if false,
Is of no importance, and if true, of infinite
Importance. The only thing it cannot be is
moderately important.”

* We know Christianity is true by the historicity of
the Resurrection of Christ, by the specific
fulfillment of hundreds of prophecies, by
observing the design of creation, and in many
other ways




QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?
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