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SESSION 10 – The Suffering Servant 
Zachary E. Brown  
 
 
Opening Prayer 

 
Prophecies of Jesus, Section 2   

- (7) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 1  
- (8) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 2 
- (9) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 3 
- (10) The Suffering Servant  
- (11) Prophecies of the Crucifixion  
- (12) Prophecies of the Resurrection 

 
Overview of Session 

- Psalm 69:7-12 (Jesus Scorned and Shamed) 
- Isaiah 52:10 – 53:12 (The Suffering Servant) 

 

Psalm 69:7-9,12 (Jesus Scorned and Shamed) 
 

- Psalm 69:7-9, 12 (NIV) - For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. I 
am a foreigner to my own family, a stranger to my own mother’s children; for zeal for your 
house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me….Those who sit 
at the gate mock me, and I am the song of the drunkards. 

 
- This passage is prophetic for Jesus, who experienced a deep emotional anguish due to 

rejection by His own family, the city leaders, and the lowest members of society 
 

- “I endure scorn for your sake” (Ps 69:7) 
- This is a recurring theme in the scriptures, both OT and NT 
- The Psalmist (King David) conveys his feelings of rejection and suffering due to his 

personal dedication to God 
 

- This rejection and anguish is also experienced by the prophet Jeremiah. In Jeremiah 
20:8-9 (NIV), he notes:   

o Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of 
the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, “I will not 
mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a 
fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 

- So when Jeremiah does speak, he suffers because God’s words bring him insult and 
reproach from the people the entire day 
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- When he doesn’t speak, he suffers because God’s word is a fire that emanates from 
his bones, and it is so powerful he is unable to suppress it 

- Elijah also was zealous for the Lord Most High, and suffered persecution for it. He fled 
to Horeb after Jezebel sent soldiers to kill him  
 

- The suffering of the prophets can be regarded as a foreshadowing of Jesus, who 
suffered intense mockery, humiliation, and physical pain at the hand of the soldiers 
prior to his crucifixion 

- In Matthew 27:27-31 (NIV), it reads: 
o Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 

whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They 
put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. 
“Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck 
him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 
- “shame covers my face” (Ps 69:7) 
- This conveys the humiliation and disgrace felt by the Psalmist 
- This can be linked to the “suffering servant” of Isaiah 53:3, who was “despised and 

rejected by men” 
- It may also be a typological prophecy of Jesus Messiah, who bore the shame of the 

cross as noted in Hebrews 12:2 (NIV), even though He had never done anything wrong 
in His entire life: 

o For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

- As believers, we are sometimes called to endure shame for the sake of Christ: 
o Hebrews 13:13 (BSB) - Therefore let us go to Him outside the camp, bearing the 

disgrace He bore. 
 

- “I am a foreigner to my own family, a stranger to my own mother’s children” (Ps 69:8) 
- Alienation and rejection are difficult to bear, but especially when it’s from your own 

family 
- In biblical times, the familial relationships were fundamental to an individual’s identity 

and standing in society 
- The Psalmist David declares his feelings of isolation from his family members 
- Remember how his brothers berated him before he took on Goliath. His oldest brother 

Eliab said to him, “I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is!” (1 Sam 
17:28, NIV)  
 

- “for zeal for your house consumes me” 
- When Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers in the Temple, the disciples 

remembered this verse from the Psalms, as noted in John 2:17. 
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- Joseph was sold into slavery by his own brothers 
- David and Joseph’s familial rejections may be typological prophecies of Jesus, who was 

estranged by his own family members and society 
- Speaking of Jesus, John 7:5 (NIV) notes: For even his own brothers did not believe in 

him. 
- John 1:11 (NLT) states: He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 
- Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth and moved his ministry to Capernaum 

 
- The use of the word “foreigner” underscores the severity of the rejection and alienation 

– that it was more than just an interpersonal distancing but a complete separation of 
family ties, as if Jesus were an immigrant to the family 

- Mark 3:21 (NIV) states: When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take 
him away. “He’s out of his mind,” they said. 

 
- “Those who sit at the gate mock me” (Ps 69:12) 
- The city gate was the place of conducting business, holding judicial trials, and engaging 

in social discourse 
- Leaders and elders of the city would be present here at the city gate, so the mocking 

from the most influential members in the city would be personally devastating and 
isolating  

- This also may be a typological prophecy of Jesus, who was mocked and rejected by the 
spiritual leaders and Roman rulers in Jerusalem. This is conveyed in Mt 27:41-42 (NIV): 

o In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked 
him. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of 
Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 

- Since it was at the city “gate,” where they held court, this implies an unjust judicial 
process, which foreshadows the six unjust judicial trials of Jesus 

 
- “I am the song of drunkards” (Ps 69:12) 
- In ancient and contemporary times, drunkards are regarded as having poor spiritual and 

moral reputations, since they have no qualms about living in sin  
- Biblically speaking, a pattern of drunkenness conveys a loss of self-control and moral 

decay. Ephesians 5:18 (BSB) commands us to “not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
reckless indiscretion. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” 

- So the Psalmist is being insulted by those with among the lowest reputations in society, 
emphasizing the severity of the humiliation 

- This is prophetic for the life of Jesus, who was called a “glutton and a drunkard” in Mt 
11:19 (NIV) 

- Again, it foreshadows Jesus bearing scorn and humiliation, continuing the biblical 
theme of the righteous ones enduring shame for the sake of God 
 

- As a side note, this interaction demonstrates the deep hypocrisy of the crowds: 
o Some rejected John the Baptist’s message because he didn’t drink or eat with 

them; they said that he had a demon.  
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o Then Jesus came along, who did drink and eat with them; they ridiculed and 
rejected Him too, calling Him a “glutton and a drunkard”! 

 

Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 (The Suffering Servant) 
- This is a prophetic section in Isaiah’s scroll which speaks of a man who would be 

despised and rejected, endure intense suffering, sacrificially bear the sins of humanity, 
and ultimately bring healing and justification to many 

- The “suffering servant” passage also includes verses 13-15 of Isaiah 52  
o Remember chapter and verse divisions were not in the original scrolls 

 
- This is the most important passage in the Isaiah scroll, giving a vivid picture of the 

sacrificial nature of the coming Messiah, who would “bear the sin of many” and make 
“intercession for the transgressors” (Is 53:12) 

- Some call Isaiah the “fifth Gospel,” since it speaks so clearly of the Messiah 
 

- Prior to 1050 A.D., nearly all of the ancient Jewish writings (Mishnah, Gemara, 
Midrashim, etc.) regarded this passage as Messianic 

- Rashi was one of the first rabbi to suggest otherwise, stating that the passage was about 
the nation of Israel; that is, Israel was the “suffering servant.” 

- However, nearly every rabbi before Rashi regarded Isaiah 53 as Messianic 
 

- Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 (NIV) 
- 13See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 

14Just as there were many who were appalled at him  — his appearance was so 
disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human 
likeness—15so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because 
of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 
understand. 
 

- 1Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. 3He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with 
pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in 
low esteem.  
 

- 4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. 6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
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- 7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth. 8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation 
protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was punished. 9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

 
- 10Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord 

makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the 
will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.11After he has suffered, he will see the light of 
life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will 
bear their iniquities.12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors. 
 

- The Suffering Servant passage is easily divided into 5 sections, each with 3 verses 
(https://biblehub.com/study/chapters/isaiah/53.htm) 

o (#1) Isaiah 52:13-15  - The Suffering Servant 
o (#2) Isaiah 53:1-3 – The Rejected Servant 
o (#3) Isaiah 53:4-6 –  The Sacrificial Servant 
o (#4) Isaiah 53:7-9 –  The Silent Servant 
o (#5) Isaiah 53:10-12 – The Exalted Servant 

 

(#1) Isaiah 52:13-15 -  The Suffering Servant 
- 13See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 

14Just as there were many who were appalled at him  — his appearance was so 
disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human 
likeness—15so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because 
of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 
understand. 
 

- Verse 13 –  “The servant” is a common figure in the writings of Isaiah, referring to the 
future Messiah, fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth. In Isaiah 42:1-6, the mission of the 
Servant is described. In Isaiah 49:1-13, the discouragement and difficulties of the 
Servant are noted. In Isaiah 50:4-9, the Servant was humiliated and abused but no 
rationale for this treatment was given. Now, in Isaiah 52:13-53:12, we are told that the 
Servant will die in the process, and the reason for His death. 

 
- Isaiah describes the Messiah as having varying roles in different parts of his scroll. 

(Mazzalongo, Isaiah for Beginners) 
o Messiah as King (Isaiah Chapters 1-37) 
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o Messiah as Servant (Isaiah Chapters 38-55) 
o Messiah as Anointed Conqueror (Isaiah Chapters 56-66) 

 
- “my servant will act wisely” means that the Servant will act with intelligence and skill. 

The Servant will carry out the divine will of God with great wisdom and without straying, 
despite fierce opposition. This echoes the lives other biblical figures, like Joseph and 
Daniel and David, who wisely followed the statutes of God despite great adversity and 
were rewarded. It can also be translated as “my servant will prosper,” which is not a 
monetary gain but a successful mission to execute God’s plan of redeeming humanity.  
 

- “raised” refers to the Resurrection of Christ, “lifted up” refers to His Ascension, and 
“highly exalted” refers to His position at the right hand of God.  

- These are three words/phrases (raised, lifted up, and highly exalted) which are 
somewhat synonymous, each meaning to be raised or elevated to a higher status, 
position, or location, but each is applied to different events 

- After He was placed on the cross, Jesus was “raised and lifted up” by men, but at the 
Resurrection and Ascension, He was “raised and lifted up” by God. This underscores 
the paradox of Jesus’ strange path to greatness through suffering and thus 
demonstrating the power of God. There is a Latin phrase Vincit qui patitur, which 
means, “he who suffers conquers.” 
 

- “and highly exalted”.  The exaltation of Jesus follows His decisive and final victory over 
sin and death and His divine approval from God the Father.  

o “Exalt” according to Biblehub.com: “The term “exalt” in the biblical context 
generally means to lift up, glorify, or raise in rank, power, or character. It is 
used both in reference to God and to humans, often highlighting the act of giving 
honor or elevating someone or something to a higher status.” 
 

In Hebrews 1:3 (NIV), it’s noted that “after he had provided purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” There is no greater rank or position 
than at the right hand of God. And in Phil 2:9-11, it was declared that Jesus was given 
the Name above all names. So, after His first coming, Jesus was given the highest 
position and the greatest name. 
 

- In summary, this prophetic verse speaks of a  Servant who will always conduct Himself 
with wisdom, and soon after, God the Father will glorify Him. 
 

- Verse 14 – the servant would be severely beaten and disfigured – to such a degree that 
He would no longer resemble a normal man. The servant would be publicly humiliated, 
and people would be shocked and dismayed at his appearance.  

- In the gospels, this was fulfilled in the lashings and beatings of Jesus prior to His 
crucifixion. Pilate ordered that Jesus be flogged and scourged (Mt 27:26, Mk 15:15, Jn 
19:1), which was brutal and horrific. Scourgings were so severe in that day that Roman 
law wouldn’t allow Roman citizens to experience it (Acts 22:24-29).  
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- The 40 lashes were administered by a Roman soldier with a multistrand whip which had 
pieces of sharp bone or glass affixed to each strand with a specific goal – to tear flesh 
from bone. The victim’s back would be shredded, but because of the length of the 
strands,  the injuries would also involve the sides and front of the body.  

- Due to the severity of the flogging, many never even survived to be crucified. After Jesus’ 
scourging, they stood Him next to Pilate who said, “Behold, the Man!” (John 19:5) At 
this point, Jesus no longer had the appearance of a man, being “disfigured beyond that 
of any human being” (v. 14) and “his form marred beyond human likeness.” (v. 14) 
 

- Also note the conundrum of the exaltation and humiliation of the Servant in verses 13-
14; note the juxtaposition of these seemingly unrelated concepts  

- In verse 13, He is exalted three times, followed immediately in verse 14, where there is a 
deep contempt and revulsion for Him and His humanity is “disfigured” 

- Note that scripture is not always chronologic – the scourging of verse 14 occurs before 
Jesus’ exaltation noted in verse 13 
 

- Verse 15 – Despite the brutality of verse 14, there is a reversal in tone for verse 15; the 
servant Messiah would be destined for accomplishment, triumph, and worldwide awe.  

- “He will sprinkle many nations” refers to a priestly task, referring to the OT sacrificial 
system. The sprinkling of blood in the Bible highlights the seriousness of sin and the 
need for atonement, serving as a striking reminder of the high cost of being reconciled 
to a holy God 

- At the institution of the Mosaic covenant, Moses sprinkled the people with blood, 
representing the sealing of a covenant as well as purification and atonement. Sprinkling 
of blood was also used for the cleansing of a leper, the consecration of Aaron to the 
priesthood, and on the mercy seat on the Day of Atonement 

- Because blood represents life (see Lev 17:14), the sprinkling of blood represents a 
living commitment between man and God 
 

- Since “many nations” are involved, His works of purification and atonement (by the 
sprinkling of His own blood) will extend beyond the borders of Israel, predicting the 
worldwide scope of Jesus’ atonement. In the Great Commission, Jesus says to, “go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Mt 28:19, NIV)   
 

- “Kings will shut their mouths because of Him” is a foreshadowing of the day when 
world leaders (the “kings”) will be silent due to the shock and awe of the Servant’s 
message and power. The world leaders typically believe no one is above them, but here 
they are humbled.  

- This is associated with Philippians 2:10-11, which notes that there will be a day when 
“at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth…” 
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- This verse predicts the day when world leaders acknowledge the authority, power, and 
Lordship of Jesus. The kings of the earth will finally understand the meaning of 1 Cor 
4:20 (NIV): 

o For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 
 

- When Isaiah writes, “For what they were not told, they will see,” this predicts that the 
world leaders will have a new revelation of truth, of which they were previously 
unaware. The Servant Messiah will bring forth a new era of spiritual insight and 
understanding.  

- This relates to the mystery of the Gospel, which includes the Gentiles, to be co-heirs 
with Israel in the promises of God, as noted in Ephesians 3:4-6.  God’s word brings forth 
light as noted in Psalm 119:130, and through this light the kings of the earth will be able 
to see the truth of Jesus, through the gradual revealing of God’s plan of redemption. 

- This also ties in with Revelation 1:7 (BSB) - Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and 
every eye will see Him.  

- This clearly states that Christ’s return will be visible to all, unlike His first coming which 
was witnessed by a small percentage of the world 
 

- “what they have not heard, they will understand.”  
- God will provide a spiritual comprehension that bypasses the normal sense of hearing 

and disregards all geographic, linguistic, and cultural boundary lines. It implies the 
nations will undergo a divine spiritual revival, paralleling the theme of Gentile 
enlightenment noted in Romans 16:25-26.  This will be done so that God’s divine and 
righteous goal would be accomplished  - “so that all the Gentiles might come to the 
obedience that comes from faith” (Rom 16:26, NIV)  

 

(#2) Isaiah 53:1-3 – The Rejected Servant 
- 1Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. 3He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with 
pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in 
low esteem. 

 
- Verse 1 – This focuses on Isaiah’s sorrow that the people of Israel have disregard for his 

divine message. It also foreshadows Israel’s lack of faith in the Messiah. They did not 
believe His message of salvation. They did not believe He was who He said He was. 

- Jeremiah and Ezekiel had similar experiences and feelings, often being met with 
skepticism and rejection when they spoke. Jeremiah wrote:  

o To whom can I speak and give warning? Who will listen to me? Their ears are 
closed so they cannot hear. The word of the LORD is offensive to them; they find 
no pleasure in it. (Jer 6:10, NIV). See also Ezekiel 33:32. 
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- “The arm of the Lord” refers to God’s powerful intervention throughout OT history with 
acts of liberation and success  

- In Exodus, 6:6, God tells the Israelites He will redeem them from Egyptian bondage 
“with a powerful arm” 

- In Psalm 98:1, “His right hand and holy arm have gained Him the victory” 
 

- Messiah = Servant = Suffering Servant = “arm of the Lord” = Jesus 
- In addition to calling the Messiah “the Servant,”  Isaiah refers to Him as the “arm of the 

Lord.” In Isaiah 40:10, the prophet notes the Arm will have divine rule. In 51:5, Isaiah 
writes that the Arm will bring justice to the nations. In 51:9, the Arm will provide 
redemption. In Isaiah 52:10, the Arm leads many to salvation. Now it is made clear that 
the “Servant” and the “arm of the Lord” are the same person, since Isaiah was speaking 
about the Servant at the end of the preceding chapter. 

- In the NT, these prophecies are fulfilled by Jesus, who brings justice, salvation, and 
divine rule. During His time on earth, He performed many powerful miracles. 

- Luke 1:51 notes: 
o He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are 

proud in their inmost thoughts. 
- Since this verse is phrased as question (“to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?”), it challenges the reader to respond, to polarize one way or another, 
because the way God reveals Himself often does not match with what people expect. 

 
- Verse 2 – Isaiah tells us some of their rationale for the rejection. There would be nothing 

impressive about the servant’s childhood or upbringing; it would be rather humble. 
Also, nothing about his outward appearance would be particularly compelling or 
attractive. 

- “He grew up before Him” explains that the growth of the servant would be under the 
close and watchful eye of God the Father, underscoring the divine role and purpose for 
this man. Father God would also protect Him (e.g., Joseph and Mary go to Egypt when 
Herod is trying to kill Jesus) 
 

- The metaphor of a “tender shoot” conveys his gentleness and vulnerability as well as 
the modest conditions of Jesus' birth and childhood 

- Isaiah also correlates this to his prior writing in Isaiah 11:1, where the servant will be “a 
shoot from the Stump of Jesse,” indicating the Messiah will be from the line of King 
David (Jesse was David’s father) 

- It is interesting that upon this fragile and tender shoot, God will place the infinite Holy 
Spirit, but the shoot isn’t crushed or broken. Don’t miss the poetic beauty the Lord is 
conveying here. 

o Isaiah 11:2: The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge 
and fear of the Lord 
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- “like a root”  
- The word “root” is used throughout in the OT and NT, conveying the concepts of lineage, 

foundation, and nourishment 
- Lineage – Messiah would be from the “root of Jesse” in Isaiah 11:10, describing that 

Jesus would be a descendant of King David, who was the son of Jesse 
- Foundation – in the Parable of the Sower, Jesus explains what happens to a person 

without a spiritual foundation of faith rooted in Him: 
o Mt 13:21 (BSB) - But since he has no root, he remains for only a season. When 

trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 
- Nourishment – in the Book of Romans, the Apostle Paul uses the analogy of an olive 

tree to describe the relationship of Jews and Gentiles. Here the root is the source of 
spiritual sustenance, first to the olive tree of Jews, and then to the Gentiles who are 
grafted in as wild branches 

o Romans 11:16-18 (NIV) - if the root is holy, so are the branches. If some of the 
branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive 
root, do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, 
consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. 

 
- “out of dry ground” describes the barren and fruitless spiritual state of Israel at the 

time of the first coming of Jesus 
- The leadership of Israel was corrupt, and the temple had become a marketplace 
- Despite the adverse spiritual conditions, this miraculous Messianic shoot emerges, 

defying all odds, fulfilled by Jesus, who brought hope and a spiritual revival 
 

- Juxtaposition of “like a root” next to “out of dry ground” 
- This side-by-side phrasing places the living root against a parched and barren 

landscape; so life is juxtapositioned next to death 
- Also, the metaphor of a growing root implies it has sufficient water, while the dry ground 

emphasizes the lack of water 
- In the book of John, in the Woman at the Well story, Jesus notes that He is the source of 

the true spiritual water that will satisfy, sustain, and nourish: 
o John 4:14 (NIV) - whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 

the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” 

- Since Jesus is water and eternal life and salvation, the lack of Jesus is no water and 
eternal death and perdition 

- There is no water in Hell, underscoring the gravity of judgment from separation from 
God. In the rich man and Lazarus story, the rich man is in hell and asks Abraham to 
“send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in 
agony in this fire.” (Luke 16:24, NIV) 

- Also, the prophet Zechariah speaks of prisoners in a “waterless pit” (Zech 9:11, NIV) 
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- “no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should 
desire him” 

- Contemporary and historical portraits and images of Jesus often portray Him as being 
tall, handsome, and muscular 

- However, the prophet Isaiah gives us the only description in the Bible of His physical 
appearance – He looked rather average 

- He was a Jewish man with a Jewish beard and probably not very tall; the verse implies 
he wasn’t particularly attractive 

- The Jewish leaders didn’t find anything compelling about His appearance; they were 
expecting a tall, strong, regal, conquering king to defeat the Romans and usher in the 
Messianic Kingdom 

- This is a reminder of how God doesn’t judge by externals like we do, but by the 
condition of the heart (1 Sam 16:7) 

- Jesus’ ministry focused in inner spiritual transformation, not trying to appear externally 
righteous (e.g., Sermon on the Mount) 

- The beauty of His ministry was not skin deep; the beauty lies in His deep love for 
humanity as evidenced by His sacrificial and redemptive work 

- Jesus didn’t attempt to improve His appearance or status in front of men, as He: 
o  “took the form of a servant” (Phil 2:7, BSB), and 
o willingly submitted to the flogging in which “His appearance was disfigured 

beyond that of any man, and His form was marred beyond human likeness” 
(Isaiah 52:14, BSB) 
 

- In summary, during His ministry, there was nothing notable about his visible 
appearance, and His upbringing and growth were similar to others in the region 

 
- Verse 3 – “He was despised and rejected by mankind” 
- This verse conveys that the Servant would be scorned and excluded 
- The Jewish leaders were expecting a strong conquering king, not someone to suffer and 

die 
- This prophecy is fulfilled by Jesus, who throughout His ministry to the Jews, encounters 

unbelief and adversity 
o John 1:11 (BSB) - He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 

- The repetition of the word “despised” in verse 3 emphasizes the severity of the 
contempt that most people had for Him; he was doubly despised 

 
- It was not just the Jewish leaders that rejected Him, but also the people at the city gate, 

the town drunkards, and His own family members (see Psalm 69:7-12 discussion) 
- In Luke 4, in His hometown of Nazareth, Jesus was rejected, and they took Him outside 

of the synagogue in order to throw Him off of a cliff, but He escaped  
- He then moved His ministry headquarters to a town at the northwestern shore of the 

Sea of Galilee, called Capernaum 
- He did much preaching and performed many miracles in Capernaum. Did the city 

accept Him? No. 
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- In Matthew 11:23, Jesus pronounces woes on the people of the city because of this 
rejection: 

o And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to 
Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in 
Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 
 

- “a man of suffering, and familiar with pain” 
- This phrase can also be translated “a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief” (BSB) 

which also refers to emotional suffering and heartache experienced by Jesus during His 
ministry 

- He identifies and empathizes with us in our sorrows and hardships 
- When Jesus learned about the death of Lazarus, we find out that “Jesus wept” (John 

11:35) and before He came to the tomb to resurrect Lazarus, Jesus was “deeply 
moved” (Jn 11:38) 

- In Hebrews 5:7, we find out that during Jesus’ earthly life, He “offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears,” emphasizing His emotional anguish 

- Jesus’ ultimate suffering and pain was at it His flogging (noted previously) and His 
crucifixion (please refer to “Prophecies of the Crucifixion” session) 

 
- “we held Him in low esteem” 
- This phrase highlights the lack of respect and reverence that was given to Him during 

His time on earth 
- Jesus was not respected or appreciated by those who He came to save 
- This lack of regard demonstrates the spiritual cluelessness and hardness of heart of 

humanity in general, as described in Romans 3:11-12 (NIV): 
o there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have 

turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does 
good, not even one. 

- When it is written “we held Him in low esteem,” this demonstrates that the Jewish 
leadership and the crowds did not comprehend His true identity, His teachings, or the 
nature of His mission, because if they did, they would have held in the highest esteem 
 

(#3) Isaiah 53:4-6 – The Sacrificial Servant 
- 4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 

God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. 6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 

- Verse 4 – This verse prophesies the substitutionary nature and healing of the works of 
the Messiah 

- The suffering of the Messiah is substitutionary, since He “took up our pain and bore our 
suffering”; it is vicarious since it was done for the benefit of someone else 
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- Many times in verses 4-12, Isaiah declares most emphatically that the sufferings of the 
Servant were self-sacrificing in nature, borne for others, to save them from disastrous 
effects of sin, so that they can avoid divine retribution  
 

- God sets the stage for us to understand a substitutionary atonement in Genesis 22 
with Abraham’s offering of Isaac 

- In Gen 22:2, God said to Abraham, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—
Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a 
mountain I will show you.” 

- As Abraham was about to slay his son, the angel of the LORD stopped him 
- Gen 22:13-14 - Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram a caught by its 

horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On 
the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 

- And thus a sacrifice was made, with the ram’s life instead of the human life 
- This is very likely a typological prophecy for crucifixion and sacrifice of Jesus 
- The “ram” foreshadows Jesus as the “lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29) 
- Caught in a thicket. Thorns, thistles, and thickets are symbolic for the curse of sin from 

Genesis 3. Jesus was given a crown of thorns, and thus was “under the curse” despite 
never having committed sin. 

- Through this substitutionary atonement, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us (Galatians 3:13) 

 
- In Genesis 44, when Jacob’s sons went down to Egypt during the seven year famine, the 

youngest brother Benjamin was to be kept by the Egyptians instead of allowing him to 
return to his family in Canaan, because he was found with the silver cup in his 
belongings 

- This was likely Joseph’s secret plan to get his beloved brother (the other son of Rachel) 
to be with him in Egypt 

- However, Judah intercedes for Benjamin, saying that they should take his life instead of 
Benjamin’s 

- And thus we have a pattern of the coming Messiah, involving the tribe of Judah, an 
intercession, and an act of substitution 

 
- Verse 4 also conveys healing 
- Matthew notes specifically that Isaiah 53:4 was fulfilled when Jesus healed those who 

were demon-possessed, drove out evil spirits, and cured all the sick (Mt 8:16-17) 
- Another version translates verse 4 as “Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our 

sorrows” (Berean Standard Bible) 
- In the context of this verse, “infirmities” applies to physical and spiritual sicknesses  
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- “yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted” 
- The Jewish leaders errantly considered the punishment to be from God and afflicted 

because of His own sins; they didn’t comprehend He was suffering for the sake of 
others 

- He was completely misjudged by the people He came to save 
- The culture at that time also falsely believed that bad things that happened were results 

of sin or divine displeasure 
- However, the key spiritual insight Isaiah declares is that the suffering was not for the 

servant’s own sin but for God’s plan of redemption for humanity 
 

- Verse 5 – “he was pierced for our transgressions… crushed for our iniquities … the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him … by his wounds we are healed” 

- Four times in one sentence, Isaiah conveys the concept of the substitutionary 
atonement, with the suffering servant being pierced and wounded for the iniquities of 
others 

- His usage of the word “pierced” foreshadows the crucifixion of Jesus, when His hands 
and feet were pierced with nails, affixing Him to the cross 
 

- “transgressions” are deliberate violations or failures in keeping God’s holy laws and 
emphasize our need for a savior who can redeem us  

- Examples of transgressions are intentionally running a red light, deliberately lying, or 
ignoring a command from your boss 
 

- “crushed” refers to the physical and spiritual anguish of Jesus on the day of His 
crucifixion, as He was physically tortured, and God placed on Him (the spotless, 
sinless, unblemished lamb) the totality of the filthy sin of all humanity past, present, 
and future. The weight of that sin must have been unbearably crushing – even greater 
than the physical torment of the cross. 
 

- “iniquities” refers to a premeditated choice to do evil followed by a lack of repentance, 
and is more deeply rooted than a transgression, originating from moral corruption and a 
wickedness of heart 

- David’s deliberate murder of Uriah after his affair with Bathsheba was an iniquity 
because it was premeditated and wicked, and David didn’t repent of it (it was only after 
the prophet Nathan told him of God’s judgments that David would repent) 
 

- In other words, a transgression is an action, while iniquity describes a perverse or 
despoiled inner attitude of one’s nature that results in repetitive and ongoing defiant 
behavior against God 

- Transgression can lead to iniquity. A repetitive act of transgression can become part of 
one’s inner nature, resulting in a state of iniquity. 

- Iniquity can lead to transgression. Someone with iniquity is more likely to commit a 
transgression because their heart has already bent toward evil 
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- Sin is a more general term. Both iniquity and transgression are types of sin. “Sin” is an 
act of falling short of God’s holy and perfect standard of righteousness,  whether it is 
deliberate or not. 

 
- “the punishment…” refers to God’s act of punishing sin, because of His perfect justice, 

which is placed on the servant for others 
 

-  “… that brought us peace” – this refers to the reconciliation of God and man through 
the acts of the suffering servant; we have “peace through His blood, shed on the cross” 
(Col 1:20, NIV)  

- Romans 5:1 (NIV) states that, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 

- In his book Confessions, St. Augustine wrote, “"You have made us for yourself, O Lord, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in You" 

- There is a subconscious part of us that is “restless” – that is aware of our sinful and 
fallen nature, that knows we must be reconciled with God, that knows that judgment is 
waiting 
 

- Before I came to Christ, I had great anxiety, and I didn’t really even know what I was 
anxious about. I was just …. anxious. I had to exercise every day to deal with my nervous 
energy or else I couldn’t relax or sleep. 

- After I was saved, everything changed. The restless, churning ocean of my soul quieted 
after I accepted Jesus as my savior.  

- In Psalm 107:29-30, the Psalmist writes: 
o He stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed. They were 

glad when it grew calm, and he guided them to their desired haven. 
o This is a prophecy of Jesus calming the storm for the fishermen on the Sea of 

Galilee, but it also explains what He does in our souls 
- The peace of Jesus is not a transitory emotion, but a holistic, complete, spiritual 

contentment and well-being, knowing that you have been fully reconciled once-and-
for-all to God, and that when you die, your judgment will go well, because God has cast 
your sins into the “depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). In Isaiah, the all-knowing God who 
remembers everything ever done says He purposely forget our sins. 

- “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember 
your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25, ESV) 

 
- “by His wounds (stripes) we are healed” 
- The wounds or stripes refer to the lashings on the back of Jesus suffered before He was 

placed on the cross 
- The healing noted by Isaiah is not only physical but also spiritual, related to the 

completeness of the salvation through Christ 
- Quoting this verse, Peter confirms that this refers to the redemptive work of Christ in 1 

Peter 2:24 (NIV): 
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o “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 

- This points to the holistic transformative nature of faith in Christ, which brings 
contentment and peace and restoration and reconciliation with God 

 
- Verse 6 – “we all, like sheep, have gone astray” 
- Shepherding was a common part of life and culture in the time of Isaiah, and this verse 

uses the metaphor of sheep, which commonly will wander and become lost in the 
absence of a shepherd 

- This was a vivid analogy for Isaiah’s hearers, who were very familiar with the behavior of 
sheep 

- It also describes the innate tendency of all humans to deviate from God’s ways, also 
noted in Psalm 119:176 (“I have strayed like a lost sheep”) 

- The metaphor highlights our need for God’s guidance and the identity of Christ as our 
“Good Shepherd” 

- As Psalm 23:1-3 (NIV) states: 
o The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green 

pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me 
along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

 
- Importance of Pronouns in Verses 4-6!!! 
- Note the pronouns that Isaiah utilizes in this passage – “we” and “our” 
- Remember Isaiah was not a Gentile but a Jewish man, and he was speaking to a Jewish 

nation, especially those in Judah 
- When Isaiah writes “we” and “our”, this is specifically referring to the Jews and not the 

Gentiles 
- So when Isaiah writes that this servant “bore OUR suffering … he was pierced for OUR 

transgressions … he was crushed for OUR iniquities … by his wounds WE are healed”, 
these sufferings were for the Jewish nation 

- In the Gospels, Jesus directs His ministry to the “lost sheep of Israel” and then the 
ministry expands to include the Gentiles in the Book of Acts 

- Also note the differentiation between the singular pronouns (“he”, “him”) referring to 
the suffering servant and the plural pronouns (“we”, “us”) representing the Jewish 
nation 
 

- The common contemporary teaching in Judaism regarding this passage is that the 
nation of Israel is the suffering servant (and not the Messiah) 

- This stemmed primarily from the interpretation of Rashi in 1050 AD, an influential rabbi, 
although other Jewish scholars prior to Rashi also regarded the suffering servant as 
non-messianic 

- Other rabbis at the time fiercely rejected this interpretation, including Maimonides 
- Christian evangelists, especially from the early 1800s and since, increasingly used this 

passage to demonstrate the Messiahship of Jesus in their discussions with the Jewish 
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people, and rabbis increasingly utilized the teaching of Rashi to counter the Christian 
message 
 

- Isaiah 53 is a controversial passage that it is not read in synagogues; the public 
scripture readings (the haftarah readings) from Isaiah jump from chapter 52 to 54 

 
- Out of fairness to the Jewish viewpoint, this is because in the second century BC , the 

Greek King Antiochus IV Epiphanes prohibited the public Torah readings, so the rabbis 
would choose a section from the prophets that contained a similar message to the 
theme of the outlawed Torah text, and that haftarah reading tradition continues today. 
Only 5-10% of the prophetic scriptures are read publicly, so Isaiah 53 is not unique in its 
exclusion. They say it jumps from Isaiah 52 to 54 because chapter 53 doesn’t fit with the 
theme of consolation for the destruction of the Temple. 

 
- However, there are a number of videos on YouTube with Christians evangelizing in Israel 

to Orthodox Jews, and the Jews have never heard the Isaiah 53 passage read; they think 
it is from the New Testament  

 
- Because Isaiah 53 speaks so clearly of the Messiah, some Jews asserted that Christians 

somehow inserted it into the Old Testament; that accusation was destroyed when a 
fully intact Isaiah scroll was found as part of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 

 
- The passage makes no sense if Israel represents the singular pronouns and the plural 

pronouns – “by HIS wounds WE are healed”  by Israel’s wounds, Israel is healed??? 
- This passage speaks repeatedly about a substitutionary atonement, and you can’t 

make a substitutionary atonement for yourself 
- A substitution implies the presence of two separate parties 
- That is, Israel can’t substitute for Israel 
- When using the singular pronouns, Isaiah is clearly writing of one individual  

 

(#4) Isaiah 53:7-9 –  The Silent Servant 
- 7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb 

to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth. 8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation 
protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was punished. 9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

 
- Verse 7 
- Being “oppressed and afflicted” refers to his unjust physical treatment on the day of 

the crucifixion 
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- Jesus was silent and submissive during His Jewish and Roman trials (Matthew 26:63, 
27:12-14; Luke 23:9), fulfilling the prophecy that He wouldn’t “open his mouth” and 
that the “sheep before its shearers is silent” 

- This silence conveys the servant’s absolute obedience to God’s will and His role as the 
sacrificial lamb 

- This behavior also contrasts with our normal human tendency to speak up and defend 
ourselves when accused 

- Contrast our behavior with Mt 26:63 (NIV), which reads: But Jesus remained silent. 
- “He did not open his mouth” is mentioned twice in verse 7 to emphasize this silence at 

His trials 
 

- “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter” 
- This brings to mind the OT sacrificial system, where lambs were slaughtered for the 

remission of sins (Exodus 12:3-6, Leviticus 4:32-35) 
- This system foreshadows Jesus as the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world 

(John 1:29, NIV) 
- Sheep are known for being docile and meek, including when they are being sheared 
- Being “led like a lamb” also demonstrates Jesus’ willingness to submit to this plan, 

since He went without resistance 
- When the mob of soldiers came to arrest Him in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus 

sharply rebuked Peter for attacking a soldier and said: 
o “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” (John 

18:11, NIV) 
- Jesus said this of laying His life down:  

o No one takes (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. (John 10:19, NIV) 
 

- Again, the suffering servant cannot be Israel, because Israel has not been silent about 
what she has suffered 

- Many books have been written and many accusations made of who are the parties 
responsible  

- The nation of Israel in modern times hasn’t been silent or submissive to the attacks of 
surrounding nations; it has launched many offensive military strikes 

- So, this verse about a silent sufferer can’t refer to the nation of Israel, either previously 
or today, but it does make sense in the context of Jesus 

 
- Verse 8 – “by oppression and judgment He was taken away” 
- This refers to the six unjust trials experienced by Jesus, before He was taken away to be 

flogged and crucified 
- There were three Jewish trials (before Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin) and three 

Roman trials (before Pilate, Herod, and then Pilate again) 
- He was innocent but condemned as guilty 
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- https://katepalazzi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/The-6-trials-of-Jesus-printable-

chart-and-and-map.pdf 
 

- Mnemonic for remembering the six trials of Jesus: 
o “A Cruel System Punished His Presence” 
o A – Annas 
o C – Caiaphas 
o S – Sanhedrin 
o P – Pilate 
o H – Herod 
o P - Pilate 

 
- “He was cut off from the land of the living” 
- This is the first time in God’s revelation that it is stated clearly that the Messiah will die 
- Remember that Messianic prophecy is revealed prophecy by prophecy over time, not all 

at once 
- At Jesus’ trials, He was condemned to death for blasphemy 
- The words used imply a sudden, premature, and violent death 
- Most scholars believe Jesus died between ages 33 and 40; Luke notes He began His 

ministry at age 30 
- The prophet Daniel also speaks of the Messiah being “cut off”: 

o Daniel 9:27 (ESV): And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut 
off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

 
- “For the transgression of my people he was punished” 
- Again, we have the distinction between the suffering servant and “my people,” which 

refers to Israel in the OT and NT 
- Again, “transgressions” are deliberate violations or failures in keeping God’s holy laws 
- So, the Messiah will be killed for the sins of Israel; this was the purpose  

https://katepalazzi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/The-6-trials-of-Jesus-printable-chart-and-and-map.pdf
https://katepalazzi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/The-6-trials-of-Jesus-printable-chart-and-and-map.pdf
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- The substitutionary atonement theme is again noted 
 

- Verse 9 – “He was assigned a grave with the wicked” 
- In biblical times, this was considered a disgrace in Israel 
- The societal expectation was that criminals and those of ill-repute would have a 

separate, dishonorable place of burial 
- In the New Testament, this prophecy was fulfilled when Jesus died a dishonorable 

death, placed on a cross between two criminals (Luke 23:32-33), implying He also was 
a criminal 

 
- “… and with the rich in his death”  
- Other versions translate it as “… and with a rich man in his death” (BSB) 
- Despite the dishonorable death between two criminals, the servant benefits from an 

unexpected turn of events; God sovereignly orchestrates that His servant will be buried 
in a rich man’s tomb 

- This was fulfilled when Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man and a member of the 
Sanhedrin, gave his new garden tomb for Jesus’ burial place (Matthew 27:57-60) 

- Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple of Jesus 
- God worked through Joseph’s generosity to provide an honorable and respectable place 

of burial for Jesus 
 

- “though he had done no violence” 
- This highlights the innocence, purity, and gentleness of the servant 
- He never struck anyone or led a violent rebellion 
- The lamb metaphor used earlier is appropriate, as they are not aggressive or violent 

animals 
 

- “nor was any deceit in his mouth” 
- Isaiah wrote that the servant would be a man of integrity and truth 
- In the bible, deceit is linked to sin and falsehood 
- Jesus’ purity of speech and actions verify He was the spotless lamb of God 
- In John 14:6, Jesus states that He is “the truth”; truth is the opposite of deceit  

 

(#5) Isaiah 53:10-12 – The Exalted Servant 
- 10Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord 

makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the 
will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.11After he has suffered, he will see the light of 
life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will 
bear their iniquities.12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will 
divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors. 
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- Verse 10 – “it was the Lord’s will to crush him ….” 
- Note that God the Father takes responsibility for the death of Messiah; not the Jews or 

the Romans, but Jehovah Himself 
- Remember Isaiah was writing this over 700 years before the crucifixion! 
- “to crush him and cause him to suffer” refers to the flogging and crucifixion and death 

of Jesus 
 

- “the Lord makes his life an offering for sin” 
- There is a clear declaration in the Bible that “without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness of sins” (Heb 9:22, ESV), which applies to the Old and New Covenants 
- As a temporary measure until the Messiah came, the OT sacrificial system was set up, 

but it was never meant to be permanent 
- The sacrifices only covered sin, but they didn’t remove it 
- Additionally, the atonement only lasted one year, until the next Yom Kippur (the day of 

Atonement) 
- An analogy would be, with sins being a pile of trash: 

o In atonement (the OT sacrifices), a blanket was thrown over a trash pile  
o In forgiveness (the one NT sacrifice), the trash pile is gathered up and removed 

 
- Only God could provide the final sacrifice, and God the Son was the final sacrifice 
- This is foreshadowed in Genesis 22:7-14, when Abraham offered Isaac: 

o Isaac asked his father as they were hiking up the mountain where the lamb was 
for the burnt offering 

o Abraham answered that “God Himself” will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering 

o The angel of the Lord stopped Abraham as he was about to slay Isaac 
o Abraham found a ram caught in a thicket and used that for the sacrifice 
o Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide (Jehovah Jireh) 

 
- And next comes a strange phrase – “he will see his offspring and prolong his days” 
- But in verse 8 the servant died! What is going on here? If the servant is dead, how can he 

have children? And how can his days be prolonged? 
- This riddle is only solved through the solution of the Resurrection, which will be 

discussed in a later session 
- After His resurrection, Jesus was seated at the right hand of God the Father 
- From that vantage point, Jesus is able to see his spiritual offspring, who are the born- 

again believers who represent the success of His ministry on earth 
- In 1 John 3:1, we are called children of God 

 
- Jesus’ days will be prolonged by His possession of eternal life 
- In Revelation 1:18, Jesus states: 

o I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! 
- The juxtaposition of eternal life shortly after death underscores the victory of life over 

death, how the Messiah would “swallow up death forever” (Isaiah 25:4, I Cor 15:54) 
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- This assurance of eternal life is a core belief of the Christian hope; we know that death 
is not the end! 

- Christ shares His eternal life with believers: 
o 1 Cor 15:21-22 (NIV): For since death came through a man (Adam), the 

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man (Christ). For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

 
- “the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand” 
- This refers to God’s good desire and plan of redemption for humanity, which He brings 

about through the servant 
- So, the “prosperity” is not material (such as gold) but spiritual 
- “in his hand” denotes the authority and power given to the servant to accomplish this 

designated task  
- This is explained most clearly at the Great Commission, when Jesus declares after His 

resurrection that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to Him (Mt 28:18) 
- The message of hope, reconciliation, and eternal life in Christ has in fact prospered 

through the growth of the Church and the sharing of the gospel message over the past 
2000 years 

 
- Verse 11 – “After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied” 
- His suffering refers to the physical and spiritual torment He endured for us on the day 

of crucifixion, including His anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:36-39), and 
His cry of being forsaken on the cross (Mt 27:46) 
 

- “he will see the light of life” is another prophecy of the Resurrection, since this is 
occurring after the servant died (“was cut off from the land of the living”, v. 8) 

 
- The “light of life” phrase is a metaphor emphasizing the victory of life over death, of 

light over darkness 
- After Satan entered Judas Iscariot, Judas went out planning to betray Jesus, and John 

writes, “.. and it was night” (Jn 13:30)  
- When Jesus was arrested, He said to them, “But this is your hour—when darkness 

reigns” 
- Also there was darkness over the land from noon to 3pm on the day of the crucifixion, 

at the time of Jesus death  (Luke 23:44-45) 
 

- “be satisfied” refers to God’s pleasure that the plan of redemption will be a complete 
success; God’s beloved human creations will make it to heaven! 

- In the book of Revelation, John notes that in heaven there will be a “great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb” (Rev 7:9) 
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- “by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many” 
- The servant’s knowledge is experiential, referring to the obedience and wisdom that 

came through his hardships  
- Hebrews 5:8 states: Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 
- “justify” is a judicial term, defined as being declared as righteous 
- The concept of justification is explained and elaborated by the apostle Paul in the books 

of Romans and Galatians 
- Romans 5:18-19 explains that because of Christ’s obedience, many will be declared 

righteous by God: 
o Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so 

also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as 
through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also 
through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 
 

- “justify many” – note that Isaiah does not write “everyone” or “all flesh”  
- This declares that not everyone will be justified; this denies the concept of 

universalism 
- Terminology side note: “salvation” = justification + sanctification + glorification 
- Romans 8:30 states that God will glorify those He justifies 
- The justification comes through faith in Christ under the New Covenant 
- If you were to put the entire book of Romans into one phrase, it could be “righteousness 

from God, through faith” 
- In the Old Covenant, justification was also through faith: Abram believed the LORD, and 

it was credited to him as righteousness. (Gen 15:6, BSB) 
 

- “and he will bear their iniquities” is another reference to the substitutionary 
atonement of the servant 

 
- Verse 12 – “Therefore I will give him a portion among the great” 
- After his victory over sin and death, the servant finally enters his kingdom, receiving 

great honor and recognition for the successful completion of His mission 
- He is exalted above all others, given the highest place of honor and the “name above all 

names” 
- God follows through on His promise from Matthew 23:12 that “those who humble 

themselves will be exalted” 
 

- “he will divide the spoils with the strong” 
- This is an analogy to ancient times, when the victorious army would divide the loot after 

defeating another kingdom  
- This is used in reference to the Servant, who after defeating sin and death, shares the 

plunder of eternal victory with His people 
- Colossians 2:15 states: 

o And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
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- This speaks of how Jesus will reward His followers after the defeat of the demonic 
strongholds and satanic authorities in the heavenly realms 

 
- “he poured out his life unto death” 
- Isaiah describes the determined, selfless, and absolute effort by Jesus, from the 

beginning of His ministry until His death on the cross 
- Since He poured Himself out,  this was completely voluntary on His part 
- This draws an analogy to the drink offerings of the OT 
- In Philippians 2:7, Paul writes that like a drink offering, Jesus “emptied Himself, taking 

the form of a servant” (BSB); other translations state that Jesus “made Himself nothing” 
(NIV) 

- This is known as the “kenosis” of Christ after the Greek word (kenóō), which is the self-
emptying of Jesus 

- Remember Jesus had the “fullness” of God (Col 1:19, 2:9) and the Holy Spirit “without 
limit” (John 3:34)   

- So Jesus voluntarily went from fullness to emptiness, just as a drink offering would be 
poured out 

 
- “and was numbered with the transgressors” 
- This phrase demonstrates Jesus’  identification with sinners 
- He is called a “friend of sinners” in Matthew 11:19 and Luke 7:34 
- Remember Jesus was crucified between two criminals, as one of the three, directly 

fulfilling that He would be “numbered among the transgressors” 
- This concept is necessary in the understanding of the substitutionary atonement, 

where the sins of humanity are placed on Him, and He becomes the one sacrifice for all 
- In 2 Cor 5:21 (NIV), it reads: 

o God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

- This is what is called the “divine exchange,” where God takes away our sin garbage and 
gives us His riches of righteousness (#2 and #3 of the Great Imputations) 

 
- Impute definition (Merriam-Webster) - to credit or ascribe (something) to a person or a 

cause : attribute 
- In the context of Christianity, to credit something to your spiritual account 
- You do have a spiritual account! 

o Mt 6:20 (NIV) - But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
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The Three Great Imputations: 
o (#1) -Death through Adam. Adam’s sin imputed to all mankind. This is the sin 

nature that all humans have, which is responsible for our evil and depravity. The 
wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23). Unless there is an intercession, all humanity 
will bear the weight of the curse and sin which is eternal death, because God 
has placed eternity in the heart of man (Eccles 3:11). 
 

o (#2) – Life through Christ. For those who believe in Jesus wholeheartedly as 
their Lord and Savior, their sins are imputed to Jesus. Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the Law (Gal 3:10,13). In this imputation, believers pass from death 
to life (1 John 3:14) and from darkness to light (Ephesians 5:8, Acts 26:18, John 
8:12, Colossians 1:13). There is no other way (John 14:6) to eternal life.  There is 
no other name under heaven by which we can be saved (Acts 4:12). 

 
o (#3)  - Christ Righteousness Imputed to Believers. We are given white 

garments to wear, symbolizing the righteous works of Jesus. Just as God clothed 
Adam and Eve in the garden after their sin to hide their shame and nakedness, 
God will clothe us after our lives and remove our shame. We are clothed in HIS 
unblemished righteousness, not ours (Rev 3:5, 3:18, 7:9). He was the spotless, 
unblemished lamb, whereas our righteousness is filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). 

 
- “for He bore the sin of many”- the servant’s task as the sin-bearer is fundamental to 

this passage. This again speaks of the substitutionary atonement, where Jesus bears 
the sins of all born-again believers. 

 
- “made intercession for the transgressors” refers to the high priestly work of 

intercession that Jesus does on our behalf.  His intercessory work did not end with His 
physical death on the cross. Even after He had been flogged and nailed to a cross by evil 
men, He cried out Jesus said, “Father, forgive them ” (Luke 23:34). Jesus Messiah sits in 
heaven at the right hand of God the Father, and He is the high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek, interceding for us daily.  

 
- Jesus Is Our Intercessory High Priest 
- Hebrews 7:25 (NIV) tells us: Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to 

God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 
- What a fantastic verse! Not only is our salvation completely sufficient through Jesus, 

the Greek word for “completely” can also mean “forever”, implying it’s a salvation for 
eternity 

- All note that “HE” is able to save completely. Not “HE + works”, “HE” alone. So it’s 
CHRIST PLUS NOTHING 

- It also demonstrates the exclusivity of access to the Father through Jesus, since He is 
the “way” (Jn14:6) and the “door” (Jn 10:9), not one of many ways and many doors 
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- The Levitical priests in the OT were mortal and needed successors, but Jesus lives 
forever as our high priest 

- The NLT of the verse states that “He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf” 
- He is our advocate and defender before the Father, ensuring our good standing and 

reconciliation before God 
- Thank you, Jesus!!!  
- As Melchizedek said in Gen 14:20, “Blessed be God Most High!” 
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Summary of Session 10 
 
Jesus Scorned and Shamed 
Psalm 69:7-9, 12 (NIV) - For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. I am a 
foreigner to my own family, a stranger to my own mother’s children; for zeal for your house 
consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me….Those who sit at the gate mock 
me, and I am the song of the drunkards. 
 
This passage is prophetic for Jesus, who experienced a deep emotional anguish due to rejection by 
His own family, the city leaders, and the lowest members of society. Zeal for the Lord’s house led 
Jesus to overturn the tables of the money changers in the Temple. The city gate was the place of 
conducting business, holding judicial trials, and engaging in social discourse. Leaders and elders 
of the city would be present here at the city gate, so the mocking from the most influential 
members in the city would be personally devastating and isolating to Him. 
 
The Suffering Servant Passage Introduction 
This is a prophetic section in Isaiah’s scroll which speaks of a man who would be despised and 
rejected, endure intense suffering, sacrificially bear the sins of humanity, and ultimately bring 
healing and justification to many.  Some call Isaiah the “fifth Gospel,” since it speaks so clearly of 
the Messiah. This is the most important passage in the Isaiah scroll, giving a vivid picture of the 
sacrificial nature of the coming Messiah, who would “bear the sin of many” and make “intercession 
for the transgressors.” (Is 53:12) The suffering servant passage can be broken into five sections of 
three verses each. 
 
Isaiah 52:13-15  - The Suffering Servant 
13See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14Just as there were many who were appalled at him  — his appearance was so disfigured beyond 
that of any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness—15so he will sprinkle many 
nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, 
and what they have not heard, they will understand. 
 
Isaiah described different roles for the Messiah, as the King, the Suffering Servant, and the 
Anointed Conqueror.  Jesus would act with intelligence and skill during His ministry. “Raised” refers 
to the resurrection, “lifted up” refers to His Ascension, and “highly exalted” refers to His position at 
the right hand of God. During His flogging, Jesus was severely injured and disfigured, to such a 
degree that He would no longer resemble a normal man. The sprinkling of blood is a priestly task, 
referring to the sacrificial system of the OT.  Through the shedding of His blood, Jesus was the once-
and-for-all sacrifice for humanity. The other verses above refer to the Second Coming of Christ, 
when world leaders will be silent due to the shock and awe of the Servant’s message and power. 
The world leaders will have a new revelation of truth, and they will be given spiritual comprehension 
that bypasses the normal sense of hearing. 
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Isaiah 53:1-3 – The Rejected Servant 
1Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2He grew up 
before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3He was despised and 
rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide 
their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
 
This focuses on Isaiah’s sorrow that the people of Israel have disregard for his divine message. It 
also foreshadows Israel’s lack of faith in the Messiah. They did not believe His message of 
salvation. They did not believe He was who He said He was. Isaiah tells us some of their rationale 
for the rejection. There would be nothing impressive about the servant’s childhood or upbringing; it 
would be rather humble. Also, nothing about his outward appearance would be particularly 
compelling or attractive.  The metaphor of a “tender shoot” conveys his gentleness and 
vulnerability as well as the modest conditions of Jesus' birth and childhood. The Jewish leaders 
didn’t find anything compelling about His appearance; they were expecting a tall, strong, regal, 
conquering king to defeat the Romans and usher in the Messianic Kingdom. Isaiah predicts that the 
suffering servant would be scorned and despised.  Jesus’ ultimate suffering and pain was at it His 
flogging (noted previously) and crucifixion. There was a lack of respect and reverence that was 
given to Him during His time on earth.  Jesus was not respected or appreciated by those who He 
came to save. 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 –  The Sacrificial Servant 
4Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
These verses prophesy the substitutionary nature and healing of the works of the Messiah. The 
suffering of the Messiah is substitutionary, since He “took up our pain and bore our suffering”; it is 
vicarious since it was done for the benefit of someone else. Many scholars see Abraham’s offering 
of Isaac in Genesis 22 as a typological prophecy of Jesus.  Jesus was completely misjudged by the 
people He came to save.  Isaiah’s usage of the word “pierced” foreshadows the crucifixion of Jesus, 
when His hands and feet were pierced with nails, affixing Him to the cross. “Crushed” refers to the 
physical and spiritual anguish of Jesus on the day of His crucifixion, as He was physically tortured, 
and God placed on Him the totality of the filthy sin of all humanity. The punishment of Jesus 
brought reconciliation and thus peace with God.  The healing noted by Isaiah is not only physical 
but also spiritual, related to the completeness of the salvation through Christ.  We also have an 
innate tendency to deviate from God’s ways, highlighting our need for a “Good Shepherd” to lead 
us. 
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Isaiah 53:7-9 –  The Silent Servant 
7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By oppression 
and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9He was assigned a grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit 
in his mouth. 
 
Being “oppressed and afflicted” refers to his unjust physical treatment on the day of the crucifixion. 
Jesus was silent and submissive during His six unjust Jewish and Roman trials, fulfilling the 
prophecy that He wouldn’t “open his mouth” (mentioned twice in v. 7) and that the “sheep before 
its shearers is silent.”  This silence, and being “led like a lamb to the slaughter” conveys the 
servant’s absolute obedience to God’s will and His role as the sacrificial lamb. Isaiah is also the 
first prophet to note that the Messiah would die, and the death would be sudden, premature, and 
violent. Jesus was “assigned a grace with the wicked” when He was crucified between two 
thieves/rebels, while “and with the rich in his death” refers to Jesus’ burial in a rich man’s tomb 
(Joseph of Arimathea). 
 
Isaiah 53:10-12 – The Exalted Servant 
10Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life 
an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper 
in his hand.11After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.12Therefore I will give him a 
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life 
unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Note that God the Father takes responsibility for the death of Messiah; not the Jews or the Romans, 
but Jehovah Himself. Remember Isaiah was writing this over 700 years before the crucifixion! There 
is a clear declaration in the Bible that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 
sins” (Heb 9:22, ESV), which applies to the Old and New Covenants.  As a temporary measure until 
the Messiah came, the OT sacrificial system was set up, but it was never meant to be permanent. 
After Jesus’ resurrection, He was seated at the right hand of the Father, where He could see His 
spiritual offspring (born-again believers). Another prophecy of the Resurrection is that “he will see 
the light of life” after He dies. By knowledge of Jesus, many will be declared righteous, and Isaiah 
again notes that it will be a substitutionary atonement. And because of this selfless act, the 
Messiah will be exalted above all others, and He will share the plunder of eternal victory with His 
people. Jesus poured out His life for us like a drink offering, and He was killed alongside criminals. 
Jesus as our High Priest, in the Order of Melchizedek, interceded for us at Calvary and still 
intercedes for us each day. 
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The Three Great Imputations 
(#1) -Death through Adam. Adam’s sin imputed to all mankind. This is the sin nature that all 
humans have, which is responsible for our evil and depravity. The wages of sin is death.  
 
(#2) – Life through Christ. For those who believe in Jesus wholeheartedly as their Lord and Savior, 
their sins are imputed to Jesus. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law. In this imputation, 
believers pass from death to life and from darkness to light 
 
(#3)  - Christ Righteousness Given to Believers. We are given white garments to wear, symbolizing 
the righteous works of Jesus. Just as God clothed Adam and Eve in the garden after their sin to hide 
their shame and nakedness, God will clothe us after our lives and remove our shame. We are 
clothed in HIS unblemished righteousness, not ours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


