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SESSION 7 – The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 1  
Zachary E. Brown   
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Introductory Remarks on Prophecy 

- There is a remarkable and very insightful verse in Revelation that reads: For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Rev 19:10, BSB) 

- This verse means that Jesus is the underlying theme of all prophecy, and all prophecy 
bears witness of Him  

- Prophecy points to the life and work of Jesus, to His second coming, and to the 
fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan for humanity through Him 

- Jesus also confirmed this point in John 5 when speaking to an unbelieving contingent of 
Jews: 

o You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me (John 5:39, NIV) 

- On Resurrection Sunday, when Jesus was speaking to the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, He again noted: 

o Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them the 
things written about Himself in all the Scriptures. (Luke 24:27, NASB) 

- The Torah (first five books of Moses), the prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, minor 
prophets), and the writings (Psalms, Proverbs, etc.) all have prophecies that point to 
the life and work of Jesus  

- This course will review how those Old Testament books prophesy Jesus the Messiah 
 

 
Prophecies of Jesus, Section 1  (Summer 2025)  

- (1) Introduction 
- (2) The Line of Messiah  
- (3) The Son of Man 
- (4) The God-Man Concept  
- (5) The Son of God  
- (6) Born of a Virgin  

 
- Available to watch on the St. John’s Presbyterian Church YouTube Channel 
- Go to YouTube  Type in “St. John’s Presbyterian Church”  Click on link for our 

Church  Click on “Videos” 
- Session 1 notes available upon request; call church office at 904-384-4501 
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Prophecies of Jesus, Section 2 -  6 Sessions 
- (7) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 1  
- (8) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 2 
- (9) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 3 
- (10) The Suffering Servant  
- (11) Prophecies of the Crucifixion  
- (12) Prophecies of the Resurrection 

 
Overview of Session 7 

- Introduction to the Book of Matthew 
- Course Book & About the Author 
- Review of the Forms of Prophecy  
- Prophecy as Evidence for God, Jesus, the Bible, and His Promises 
- Summary Table of Prophecies in Matthew 
- Prophecies in Matthew 1-4 of 22 

o Virgin Birth 
o Birthplace of the Messiah 
o The Flight out of Egypt 
o The Slaying of Infants by Herod 

 

Introduction to the Book of Matthew 
High Yield Facts (adapted from NIV Study Bible) 

- Author: Matthew (Levi)  
- Audience: Greek-speaking Jews and Jewish Christians 
- Date of writing: Between 50 and 70 A.D. (Prior to the destruction of the Temple) 
- Theme: Through the fulfillment of multiple OT prophecies, Matthew presents Jesus as 

the long-awaited Jewish Messiah, the son of David, who will bring salvation to the Jews 
and Gentiles  

 
Background  

- Matthew’s gospel was critically important to the growth of the early Christian church 
- According to early Christian writers, Matthew was the most widely read gospel of the 

four in the early years of the Church 
- Manlio Simonetti, a renowned expert in literature of the early Christian church, notes 

regarding Matthew’s Gospel: “It is no exaggeration to state that the faithful who lived 
between the end of the first and the end of the second centuries came to know the 
words and deeds of Christ on the basis of this text.” 

- Many experts argue that Matthew’s gospel was the most important of the four for a 
significant portion of church history 
 

- One of the main reasons for this is the way Matthew clearly documents the fulfillment 
of the OT scriptures in the life of Christ, demonstrating that He is the long-awaited 
Jewish Messiah who will bring salvation to the Jews and the nations 
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- And that’s what his first verse clearly articulates:  
- Matthew 1:1 (NIV): This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the 

son of Abraham 
- So Matthew states that Jesus is : 

o the Messiah (fulfillment of many OT prophetic scriptures) 
o the Son of David (the heir to the promises of Israel’s eternal throne to David 

through the Davidic covenant) 
o the Son of Abraham (the heir to the promises to Abraham through the 

Abrahamic covenant, that all nations would be blessed through him) 
 

- Through Matthew’s gospel, he solidifies the Church as the true people of God by 
showing how God’s love, forgiveness, and power transcend all ethnic, economic, and 
religious barriers 

- While the other gospel writers used the phrase “the kingdom of God,” Matthew instead 
uses the “the kingdom of Heaven.” This was because Matthew was writing to the Jews, 
who considered using the name of God too holy to speak, so he referred to it as the 
kingdom of heaven.  Even now, modern day Jews call God “Hashem,” which means “The 
Name.” 

- His gospel also is a manual on discipleship, as Jews and Gentiles alike are called and 
instructed to become disciples of Jesus Christ, learning to believe and obey just as the 
original disciples did 

 
Authorship 

- Many Christians who have walked in the faith many years are surprised to find out that 
all four of the gospels are technically anonymous 

- None of the gospel writers specifically identify themselves in their writings 
- The titles that are given in the Bible were added later to distinguish the gospels from 

each other 
 

- The reason for this is likely that the gospel writers would stand in their own assembly 
and read their writings to people who already knew them; thus, documenting their 
names wasn’t necessary because the people there knew them 

- Also, they may have deemed it inappropriate to document their names, since they 
didn’t want to honor themselves but to honor and glorify the unparalleled life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ 
 

- The earliest church records unanimously ascribe this gospel to Matthew; no 
controversy of authorship 

- It would be difficult to understand why early Christians would attribute authorship of 
this gospel to Matthew if he didn’t write, being such an unlikely candidate 

o Same for Mark and Luke; not in the original 12 disciples 
o Mark is best known for abandoning Paul (Acts 13:13) 
o Little is known of Luke in the NT (mentioned only once in Col 4:14; he is the 

“beloved physician” who sends a greeting) 
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- In contrast, the apocryphal gospels (not divinely inspired) chose better-documented 
and more praiseworthy characters from the NT for their writings - James, Philip, Mary, 
Thomas, etc. 

- Matthew was a tax collector and one of the original 12 disciples of Jesus 
- He was an eyewitness to the teaching and miracles of Jesus 
- Matthew worked in  Capernaum, at the northern end of the Sea of Galilee, where many 

fishermen and Roman soldiers lived 
- He is best known for that negative attribute; tax collectors were known as traitors to 

their fellow Jewish people and were widely despised 
- Tax collectors commonly used shorthand (tachygraphy) for record-keeping, and it’s 

highly likely that Matthew used this skill when documenting Jesus's teachings, 
particularly his detailed account of the Sermon on the Mount 

 
Recipients 

- Many verses in Matthew’s account suggest it was directed to Jewish-Christian readers 
o Matthew deliberately documents how Jesus fulfilled many OT prophecies 

(more than any other gospel writer); he has more quotations and references to 
OT writings than the other three 

o He traced Jesus’ line from Abraham onward 
o In Matthew 1:1, he states Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, the Son of David 
o He does not bother to explain Jewish customs, knowing his hearers were 

familiar with them 
o He uses Jewish terminology (“Kingdom of Heaven” rather than “Kingdom of 

God”) 
 

- However, Matthew does not restrict the sphere of influence of his writing to Jews 
o He documents the coming of the Magi (non-Jews) to worship the young Jesus 

(2:1-2) 
o He notes “the field is the world” (13:38) 
o He documents the famous Great Commission (28:18-20) 

- So, in summary, it’s a Jewish writing, but to a worldwide audience 
 
Theme 

- Through the fulfillment of multiple OT prophecies, Matthew presents Jesus as the long-
awaited Jewish Messiah, the son of David, who will bring salvation to the Jews and 
Gentiles  

 
Purpose 

- To provide evidence that Jesus is the Messiah who fulfills the scriptures of the OT to 
those unconvinced of His deity and His Messiahship 

- To document the genealogy, life, and teachings of Jesus 
- To demonstrate the kind of Messiah that He is 
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- Matthew doesn’t directly state the purpose of his writing like others do: 
o Luke - so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

(Luke 1:4, NIV) 
o John - But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:31, 
NIV) 

 
Fulfillment 

- In the first OT reference (Virgin birth), he writes that “All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet” (1:22, NIV). Although this applies to this one 
verse,  one could argue that verse could be applied as his purpose of his entire gospel. 

- “Fulfillment” means that Jesus is the culmination and completion of the entirety of the 
Old Testament including the prophecies, the laws, and overarching story of Israel  
 

- Definition of “fulfill” (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 
o To make full: fill 
o To convert into reality 

 
- Biblical definition of “fulfillment” (Biblehub.com):  

o the completion or realization of a promise, prophecy, or divine purpose. It is a 
central theme in Scripture, illustrating God's faithfulness and sovereignty in 
bringing His plans to fruition. Fulfillment often involves the manifestation of 
God's will through historical events, the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, and the 
ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. 

 
- Theological Significance of Fulfillment (Biblehub.com): 

o Fulfillment underscores the reliability and trustworthiness of God's Word. It 
demonstrates that God's purposes are unchanging and that He is actively 
involved in history to accomplish His will. The concept of fulfillment also 
assures believers of the certainty of future promises, such as the return of 
Christ and the establishment of His eternal kingdom. 

 
- Micro-fulfillment - He fulfills the individual and specific prophecies.  

o A direct prediction-fulfillment, where a specific event in Jesus’ life or ministry 
brings to realization an OT prophecy 

o Also includes typological prophecies fulfilled, some of which demonstrate the 
relationship of the nation of Israel to Jesus  

o An example is Micah 5:2 – the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem 
o Other examples: over 20 other specific prophecies in Matthew 
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- Macro-fulfillment - He fulfills the “entire Law and the Prophets” (a traditional phrase 
meaning the entire Old Testament) 

o In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.” (Mt 5:17, NIV) 

o On the road to Emmaus, he gave the two disciples an OT-NT correlation Bible 
study. He said, “Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter 
his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:26-27, 
NIV) 

o Speaking to the Pharisees, Jesus said, “You study the Scriptures diligently 
because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very 
Scriptures that testify about me…” (Jn 5:39) 

o Epic scene from The Chosen in the Synagogue:  
o After Jesus declares that, yes, He is a prophet of God and the Messiah and that 

people must come to Him for salvation, the synagogue leader says, “Jesus, if 
you do not renounce your words, we will have no choice but to follow the Law of 
Moses.” (meaning He would be put to death) 

o  Jesus declares, “I am the Law of Moses!” 
 

- Like an outstanding courtroom lawyer, Matthew carefully lays out the case prophecy-
by-prophecy, and fulfillment after fulfillment, that Jesus is in fact the Messiah (ESV 
translation verses below): 

o “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son…” (Mt 1:22). 

o “They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet’” (Mt 
2:5). 

o “This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt have I 
called my son’” (Mt 2:15). 

o “Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was 
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation…’” (Mt 2:17–18). 

o “And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the 
prophets might be fulfilled” (Mt 2:23). 

o “For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, ‘The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness…’” (Mt 3:3). 

o “He went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled…” (Mt 
4:13–14). 

o “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, ‘He took our 
infirmities and bore our diseases’” (Mt 8:17). 

o “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: ‘Behold, my servant 
whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put 
my Spirit upon him, and he shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles’” (Mt 12:17–
18). 
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o “All this Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed he said nothing to them 
without a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: ‘I will open 
my mouth in parables’” (Mt 13:34–35). 

o “This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the 
daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
an ass’” (Mt 21:4–5). 

o “’But all this has taken place, that the scriptures of the prophets might be 
fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples forsook him and fled” (Mt 26:56). 

o “Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, ‘And 
they took the thirty pieces of silver’” (Mt 27:9). 
 

- Matthew mentions fulfillment the most of the Gospel writers; nearly as often as the 
other three combined 

- Matthew uses events from the entire life of Jesus to demonstrate his Messiahship 
o His birth, His infancy, His style of ministry, His passion, His suffering, and so on 

- Matthew’s strong emphasis on “fulfillment” in is one of the reasons many scholars 
believe he was writing to an audience of Jewish converts to Christianity, because they 
knew the OT scriptures well 

- In the first century, Messianic Jews were being persecuted and expelled from 
synagogues and their Jewish communities for their faith 

- Matthew was writing to encourage them to remain steadfast despite these hardships, 
and providing strong evidence that their faith was valid through the repeated 
fulfillments of Scripture 

 
Structure 

- Well-organized; as a tax collector, he had a mathematical mind and an organized 
thought process 

- Divided into five major discourses, which include: 
o 1. Sermon on the Mount (chs. 5– 7)  
o 2. Commissioning of the Twelve (ch. 10)  
o 3. Parables of the Kingdom (ch. 13)  
o 4. Church Life and Discipline (ch. 18)  
o 5. Olivet Discourse (chs. 24– 25) 

 
- The intentionality of this division is clear, since he writes, “When Jesus had finished 

saying these things,” or similar phrases at the end of each discourse (7:28; 11:1; 
13:53; 19:1; 26:1). 

- Using a five-fold division suggests he may have modeled his gospel after the 
Torah/Pentateuch (the first five books of Moses) 
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Course Books and Author 
- Ha-Mashiach: The Messiah of the Hebrew Scriptures by Arnold Fruchtenbaum. 
- Less than 200 pages; well-written; readable; goes through each of the Messianic 

prophecies in a few pages 
- No single concise book has a thorough analysis of each of Matthew’s prophecies, but 

this has the majority of them, plus many more 
- This course is loosely based on this book and includes many other sources 

 
- Yeshua: The Life of Messiah from a Messianic Jewish Perspective by Arnold 

Fruchtenbaum is a more in-depth book on the life of Christ, tying together the 
prophecies of the Old Testament with a harmony of the Gospels 

- Over 700 pages; this is more comprehensive than the shorter Ha-Mashiach book 
 

- Dr. Fruchtenbaum is a Messianic Jew and a Hebrew scholar; one of the foremost 
authorities on the nation of Israel 

- He is the founder of Ariel Ministries, which has the goal of evangelizing the Jews and 
fostering the knowledge of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. 

Encouragement to Study Scripture 
- Hebrews 11:6 notes that God  “rewards those who diligently seek him” 
- We can seek him through prayer, His word, and bible study 
- Wisdom from God’s word bestows well-being 
- Proverbs 3:1-2 reads:  

o “My son, do not forget my teaching, 
but keep my commands in your heart, 
for they will prolong your life many years 
and bring you peace and prosperity.” 

 
- I encourage you to seek God’s peace and wisdom through His word 
- The notes of this course were specifically written to be used as a study resource 
- Hundreds of bible verse references are given in the notes, and each lecture has a 

session summary at the end which lists the key points 
- I recommend reviewing the material later in the week, as repetition helps with retention 
- An in-depth study of God’s word is a perfect way to start the year off right! 

Review of the Forms of Prophecy 
The Four Forms of Prophecy (Fruchtenbaum A. G., Ha-Mashiach, 2019). There is one example of 
each in Matthew 2.  

- (1) Literal prophecy plus literal fulfillment – 1:1 fulfillment – specific prediction with a 
specific future fulfillment  

- (2) Literal plus typical (typology) – an OT event is a foreshadowing of a future event 
- (3) Literal plus application -one point of similarity; everything else different 
- (4) Summation – a summary of multiple different prophecies 
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1) Literal Prophecy Plus Literal Fulfillment 
- Example 1: Mark 1:2 - as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way”  
- This predicts that before the Messiah is made known, He will be preceded by a 

forerunner, who will announce His coming 
- This was fulfilled in a literal way by John the Baptist 
- Also known as “1:1 fulfillment” 
- Example 2: Matthew 2:5-6 - “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written:“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.’  ” 

- This is quoting Micah 5:2, which in context was discussing the birthplace of the 
Messiah, stating specifically that He would be born in the town of Bethlehem in Judah. 

- We have the literal fulfillment of Micah 5:2 in the NT when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
in Judah. This prophecy makes only one point.  
 

2) Literal plus Typical (Typology) 
- Example 1 – Matthew 2:15 - where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 

fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
- This is Hosea 11:1, which is speaking of an actual historical incident. The context of this 

verse relates to Exodus 4:22, where God says: “Israel is my firstborn son.”  
- When God is speaking in Exodus 4, it relates to delivering Israel from enslavement in 

Egypt and does not appear to be a prophecy. So, it is a historical verse describing a 
historical event. However, the OT event becomes a foreshadowing of the NT event.  

- Israel was idolatrous and sinful while Jesus was the unblemished lamb – the ideal Son 
of God. When Jesus was brought by His parents out of Egypt, God was again bringing 
His Son out of Egypt. 

- So, Israel is the type (foreshadowing), and Jesus was the anti-type (the fulfillment). 
 
3) Literal Plus Application (One Point of Similarity) 

- Example 1: Matthew 2:17-18 - 17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was 
fulfilled: 18“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

- The verse in its original context is regarding an event at the beginning of Israel’s 
captivity in Babylon. As the young Jewish men were being led away by their captors, 
they went by the town of Ramah.  Near this town, Rachel was buried, and she was the 
symbol of Jewish mothers in the Old Testament. The mothers were crying as they saw 
their sons being led away, knowing they wouldn’t see them again. Rachel weeping 
symbolized Jewish mothers weeping, which is the literal meaning of the verse. 
 

- In Matthew, the verse is applied to when Herod had slaughtered every male in 
Bethlehem that were 2 years old or younger, and the Jewish mothers were crying over 
their dead sons. 
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- So this is not a literal fulfillment, nor a 100% typology, but a single point of similarity 
(Jewish mothers crying over the fate of their sons). 

- The other story details are different: At Ramah in Jeremiah, north of Jerusalem (in 
Matthew, in Bethlehem, south of Jerusalem). The sons are still alive in Jeremiah, while 
in Matthew’s story they are not. 

 
4) Summation  

- Example 1: Luke 18:31-33 - 31Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going 
up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will 
be fulfilled. 32He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him 
and spit on him; 33they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” 

- Jesus is summarizing the words of multiple OT prophets to include 9 different events: 1) 
The Messiah will go to Jerusalem 2) He will be given over to the priests and scribes 3) 
The Jewish people will condemn Him to death 4) They will turn Him over to the Gentiles 
5) The Gentiles will mock Him and insult Him 6) They will spit on Him 7) They will flog 
Him 8) They will kill Him 9) On the third day, He will be resurrected 

- No one prophet said all of these things. This is a combination of multiple different 
prophecies.  

 

Prophecy as Evidence for God, Jesus, the Bible, and His Promises 
- As we study the prophecies of the Messiah, let’s revisit an important topic 
- If Biblical prophecies with fulfillments exists, that solidifies and amplifies multiple 

different core concepts of Christianity. Remember that in the Bible, many prophecies 
are fulfilled hundreds and sometimes even a thousand or more years into the future. 
This fact is very strong evidence that: 

o 1) God Does Exist. God is an intelligent being who exists outside of the time 
domain. Humans do not exist outside of the time domain. Fulfilled prophecies 
demonstrate that there is a transcendent being that can see the past, presence, 
and future all at once from His viewpoint. 
 

o 2) Jesus Existed. Some uninformed people will declare that Jesus was just a 
myth. However, the atheistic scholars and historians that have done their 
research denounce the mythicism argument (that Jesus was a myth).  

o The well-known atheist Bart Ehrman, a UNC theology professor, wrote that, “I 
do not discuss mythicism in the class since, as I’ve repeatedly indicated, the 
mythicist view does not have a foothold or even a toehold among modern 
critical scholars of the Bible.” 

o If you desire another opinion, Maurice Casey was a respected agnostic New 
Testament scholar before his passing. At the end of his book, Jesus: Evidence 
and Argument or Mythicist Myths?  Casey writes, “I therefore conclude that the 
mythicist arguments are completely spurious from beginning to end. They 
have been mainly put forward by incompetent, and unqualified people.” 
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o 3) Jesus’ Identity Can Be Known. The writer C.S. Lewis famously argued that 
Jesus must be the Lord, a Lunatic, or a Liar. There are limited options as to who 
He could have been. Through the fulfillment of one prophecy after another, it 
becomes clear that He is the Messiah (Mt 1:1). He is also The Son of Man and 
The Son of God, as spoken of in the Law and the Prophets (that is, the entire OT). 

 
o 4) The Word of God is Trustworthy. Fulfilled scriptures show that they were 

inspired by God. And because they were inspired by God, they are reliable. If 
God didn’t exist, how on earth could all of these hyper-specific prophecies be 
fulfilled?  E.g., born in Bethlehem (Mic 5:2), born of a woman (Gen 3:15), a God-
man (Jer 23:5-6), hands and feet pierced (Ps 22:16), etc.  
 

o 5) The Promises of God are True. Because prophecies have been fulfilled in the 
past, we can have great confidence that what He says about the future is true. 
Thus, we can hope in the promises of God. For example, since God promised a 
resurrection (Ps 16, Ps 22, Is 53, etc.), and then Christ was resurrected, we can 
be fully confident that we will be resurrected after our death. We have the 
promise of the final defeat of evil, and that in heaven there will no more pain or 
mourning or crying, we can be reunited with our deceased loved ones, and we 
can enjoy God’s goodness forever through eternal life. And the many other 
promises too! 

 
o A logical thought process for religious decision-making: 

 

 

Does God exist?
Ans: Yes

Did Jesus exist?
Ans: Yes

Was Jesus Lord, 
Lunatic, or Liar?

Ans: Lord

Knowledge that the 
Bible is the Word of 

God

Full Confidence in 
God's Promises 
and Goodness

Salvation  
and Eternal 
Life 
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Summary Table of Prophecies in the Book of Matthew 
 

PROPHECY EVENT IN JESUS’ LIFE OT PASSAGE FULFILLMENT IN 
MATTHEW 

1 The virgin birth and the name of 
the Messiah 

Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10 1:22-23 

2 Bethlehem, Jesus’ birthplace Micah 5:2 2:5-6 
3 The Flight out of Egypt Hosea 11:1 2:15 
4 The Slaying of Infants by Herod Jeremiah 31:15 2:18 
5 Jesus called a Nazarene 

(“branch”) 
Isaiah 11:1; 53:2 2:23 

6 John the Baptist’s Ministry Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 
3:1 

3:3, 11:10 

7 The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry Isaiah 9:1-2 4:15-16 
8 Jesus’ Healing Ministry Isaiah 53:4; 35:5-6; 

42:18, 61:1 
8:17, 11:5, 12:17-21 

9 Division brought by Jesus Micah 7:6 10:35-36 
10 Jesus’ gentle style of ministry Isaiah 42:1-4 12:17-21 
11 Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection 
Jonah 1:17 12:40 

12 Hardened response to Jesus Isaiah 5:1-2, 6:9-10; 
29:13 
Psalm 118:22-23 

13:14-15; 15:7-9; 
21:33,42 

13 Jesus’ teaching in Parables Psalm 78:2 13:35 
14 Jesus’ Triumphal Entry Isaiah 62:11 

Psalm 118:26 
21:5,9 

15 Jesus’ Cleansing of the Temple Isaiah 56:7 
Jeremiah 7:11 

21:13 

16 Jesus as Son and Lord of David Psalm 110:1 1:1; 22:44 
17 Lament over Jerusalem Jeremiah 12:7, 22:5 

Psalm 118:26 
23:38-39 

18 Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus Zechariah 11:12 
Psalm 41:9 

26:15 

19 Peter’s Denial of Jesus Zechariah 13:7 26:31 
20 Jesus’ Arrest The Scriptures, The 

Prophets 
26:54,56 

21 Judas’ Death Zech 11:12-13 27:9-10 
22 Jesus the Righteous Sufferer Psalm 22:1, 7-8, 18 

Psalm 69:21 
27:34-35,39,43,46,48 
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Prophecy #1 (The Virgin Birth and the Name of the Messiah) 
OT Passage: Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10 
Fulfillment in Matthew: 1:22-23 
 
OT Passages 

- Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

- Isaiah 8:8 (NIV) - Its outspread wings will cover the breadth of your land, Immanuel! 
- Isaiah 8:10 (NIV) - Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted; propose your plan, but it 

will not stand, for God is with us. 
 
Fulfillment in Matthew 

- Matthew 1:18-23 (NIV) - 18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind 
to divorce her quietly. 
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”  (which means 
“God with us”). 

 
Discussion 

- This was covered in-depth in Session #6 (“Born of a Virgin”) 
- Please see Appendix 1 for the full notes for that session if you missed it  

 

Prophecy #2 (The Birthplace of the Messiah) 
OT Passage: Micah 5:2 
Fulfillment in Matthew: 2:5-6 
 
OT Passage 

- Micah 5:2 (BSB) - “ But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come forth for Me One to be ruler over Israel—One whose origins 
are of old, from the days of eternity.” 

 
Fulfillment in Matthew 

- Matthew 2:1-6 (NIV) – 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
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him.” 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet has written: 6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 
Discussion 

- Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah; he was from Moresheth-Gath, located in the 
lowlands of Judah, approximately 25 southwest of Jerusalem 

- He prophesied many significant historical events – the fall of Samaria in 722-721 BC to 
the Assyrians, the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC by the Babylonians, the 
Babylonian captivity, and the birth of the future Davidic ruler  

- In Isaiah 7:14, we learn of the manner of the Messiah’s birth: He would be born of a 
virgin 

- In Micah 5:2, we learn of the location of the Messiah’s birth: this promised ruler of Israel 
would be born in Bethlehem in Judea 

- This is not controversial; Jews and Christians alike regard this verse as Messianic 
- Bethlehem was also where King David was born and where the story of Boaz and Ruth 

transpired, which tells of a kinsman redeemer (Boaz) marrying a gentile bride (Ruth), 
foreshadowing the marriage of our kinsman-redeemer (Christ) and the gentile bride (the 
Church).  

- Ruth is the great-grandmother of King David 
 

-  The name “Bethlehem” derives from two Hebrew words: (beit, meaning “house”) and 
(lechem, meaning “bread”), hence “House of Bread” 

- In the forty years in the wilderness, the Jews ate the bread (“manna”) that came down 
from heaven; it was a surprise to them; manna literally means “what is it?” 

- They probably got tired of manna at every meal – manna flakes for breakfast, manna 
bread for lunch, manicotti for dinner  

- Also, Jesus was born and then was placed in a manger (Luke 2:7) which is a food trough 
- He was not born in the manger, he was born somewhere in Bethlehem at night and then 

placed in the manger 
 

- During His ministry, Jesus declared that this bread that “came down from heaven” was 
a foreshadowing of Him in John 6:32-35 (NIV) - 32Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell 
you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who 
gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is the bread that comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
35Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

- There was another Bethlehem farther north (in Galilee); where Jesus was born is the 
southern Bethlehem in Judah 
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- It is most probable that Ephrath/Ephrathah was the ancient Canaanite name for the 
city, and Bethlehem was what the Jews named it after the conquest. Other cities were 
similarly given new names after the conquest of Canaan, such as Luz (later named 
Bethel, Joshua 18:13) and Jebus (later called Jerusalem, 1 Chronicles 11:4).  

- Side note: The city of Jerusalem was originally named “Salem,” which is where the 
king-priest Melchizedek ruled in Gen 14.  Later, the Jebusites took the city and named it 
“Jebus.”  King David later conquered the city from the Jebusites and named it 
Jerusalem, combining the former names of Jebus and Salem. 
 

- Micah 5:2 also emphasizes the God-Man nature of our Lord Jesus Christ 
- Jesus is fully man and fully God, with these two natures united but not diminished, 

which is called “hypostatic union” of Christ 
- Think of a yellow circle; it is fully yellow and fully a circle, and one characteristic does 

not inhibit or impede the other 
- His human birth in Bethlehem emphasizes His humanity 

 
- There is an interesting end to Micah 5:2 – it says that the Messiah will be “One whose 

origins are of old, from the days of eternity” (BSB).  
- The NKJV translates it as, “Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.” 
- This is the strongest Hebrew expression for eternity past 
- The Hebrews words are used to describe God the Father in Psalm 90:2: 

o Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

- The words also describe eternal wisdom in Proverbs 8:22-23: 
o The LORD created me as His first course, before His works of old. From 

everlasting I was established, from the beginning, before the earth began. 
- That this Messiah would have an eternal, everlasting nature clearly applies to the divine 

nature of Christ; no everyday man is “from the days of eternity.” 
- Therefore, Micah 5:2 states that the Messiah would be a God-Man. 
 
- The Messiah would have a specific mission from God the Father 
- Micah 5:2 (Legacy Standard Bible) - But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to 

be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His 
goings forth are from everlasting, From the ancient days.”  

- The servant “will go forth” for the Father with a particular task 
 

- The Messiah would be the servant of Father God.  
- Isaiah 42:1 (NIV) talks about a servant who will bring justice: 
- Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit 

on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. 
- Micah’s contemporary Isaiah also talks about the servant nature of the forthcoming 

Messiah in 52:13 – 53:12 (the “suffering servant” passage) 
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- Matthew’s other reference also combined another verse: 
- Matthew 2:5-6 (NIV) - 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ” 

- This is the fulfillment of Micah 5:4 (NIV):  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live 
securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

- However, the specific wording Matthew adopts is from 2 Sam 5:2 (NIV): In the past, 
while Saul was king over us, you (King David) were the one who led Israel on their 
military campaigns. And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and 
you will become their ruler.’” 

 

Prophecy #3 (The Flight out of Egypt) 
OT Passage: Hosea 11:1 
Fulfillment in Matthew: 2:15 
 
OT Passage 

- Hosea 11:1 (NIV) - “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my 
son. 

 
Fulfillment in Matthew 

- Matthew 2:14-15 (NIV) – 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night 
and left for Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  

 
Discussion 

- Hosea prophesied during the middle of the eighth century BC 
- He was from the northern kingdom, which was his primary audience 
- Hosea is one of the “minor prophets,” referring to the smaller book size compared to the 

major prophetic work, but not suggesting his work is lesser of importance 
 

- This passage is more difficult since it is not direct fulfillment but typological (a 
foreshadowing, a historical pattern) 

- Prophecies 1, 3, 4, and 5 are all challenging (Isaiah, 7:14, Hosea 11:1, Jeremiah 31:15, 
and Isaiah 11:1) 

- Matthew applies this verse typologically to Jesus’ return out of Egypt after Herod had 
died and the threat no longer remained. His family had initially left Bethlehem because 
Herod was trying to kill him. After Joseph was notified by angel in a dream of Herod’s 
murderous plans, they left in the middle of the night! (Mt 2:13) 
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- Israel goes to Egypt: 
- After Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, he was imprisoned and suffered at 

the hands of the Egyptians but eventually was freed after successfully interpreting 
Pharaoh’s dream of the 7 year famine to come (Gen 41) 

- He emerged as the second-in-command to Pharaoh himself, given great power and 
authority in Egypt 

- During the famine, his Israelite family came to get food from Egypt, since they heard 
they had food there, and his family eventually moved there and was given a fertile 
farming area (land of Goshen) 

- The Israelites multiplied greatly during the stay in Egypt, populating the land, which the 
Pharaoh at that time considered a threat  

 
- Israel comes out of Egypt: 
- The Israelites were enslaved there for 430 years until God calls Moses to bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt 
o Exodus 3:9-10 (NIV) -  And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I 

have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

- Moses goes to Pharaoh and gives him this message: 
o Ex 5:1 (NIV) - Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This 

is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go, so that they 
may worship me.” 

- Pharaoh doesn’t; Ten plagues (#10 is the Passover); Pharaoh finally agrees; Israelites 
leave; crossing of the Red Sea; forty years in the wilderness; conquest of Canaan; 
settlement in the Promised Land 
 

- This is what Hosea 11:1 is referring to – God’s calling of Israel (my son) out of Egypt 
- The sonship of Israel is referred to in Exodus 4:22-23 (NIV): 

o Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the Lord says: Israel is my firstborn son, and I 
told you, “Let my son go, so he may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; 
so I will kill your firstborn son.’ ” 

- So Israel is referred to specifically as the son of God in the OT 
- However, Israel is a sinful, imperfect son 

o The “provocation” of God in the wilderness (complaining, rebelling against 
God’s appointed leaders), resulting in 40 years of God’s anger and directionless 
wandering 

o Many episodes of idolatry (which God regards as spiritual adultery) 
- Jesus is the sinless, perfect son in the NT 

o 1 Peter 2:22 (NIV) - “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.” 

o 1 John 3:5 (NIV) - But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our 
sins. And in him is no sin. 
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- Hosea 11:1 is a historical verse describing the Exodus, a historical event 
- Therefore, Matthew uses this Hosea verse as a typological prophecy (foreshadowing, 

pattern) of a New Testament event – Jesus, the Son of God, coming out of Egypt  
- Israel is the “type” – the national son 
- Jesus is the “anti-type” – the Messianic son (Psalm 2:7) 
- In the OT, the imperfect son Israel comes out of Egypt 
- In the NT, the perfect son Jesus comes out of Egypt 
- Thus, the title “Son of God,” relates Jesus-Messiah to Israel 

Prophecy #4 (The Slaying of Infants by Herod) 
OT Passage: Jeremiah 31:15 
Fulfillment in Matthew: 2:18 
 
OT Passage 

- Jer 31:15 (NIV) - 15This is what the Lord says: “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning 
and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, 
because they are no more.”  

 
Fulfillment in Matthew 

- Matthew 2:16-18 (NIV) - 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 
who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi. 17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

- 18“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 
Discussion  

- Jeremiah prophesied from 626 BC to 586 BC, with his audience being the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem during the reigns of their last five kings 

- The prophecy above refers to the southern kingdom (Judah) going into captivity by the 
Babylonians 

- Centuries earlier, Nebuchadnezzer’s troops had gathered the Jewish prisoners in the 
town of Ramah prior to their exile  
 

- Here, Rachel is heard weeping because her sons have been taken away  
- The town of Ramah was approximately 5 miles north of Jerusalem 
- As the prisoners were marching north from Jerusalem towards Babylon, they passed by 

the town of Ramah 
- She says they are “no more” – meaning no longer a nation and regarded as dead 

 
- Rachel’s name means “ewe” – the shepherds of the that day would have understood 

that to signify a mother sheep bleating on the mountain for her lambs 
- Although dead at this point in time, Rachel weeps from her grave  
- Rachel is the archetypal Jewish mother; she is a matriarch of Israel 
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- Her weeping is metaphorical for the collective sorrow of the nation 
- She was buried close to Ramah 

 
- Matthew applies this verse to the slaying of infants 2 years old and younger in the city of 

Bethlehem by King Herod, in his cruel attempt to kill the Lord’s young Messiah 
- This was because Herod became furious that he had been outwitted to the Magi, who 

did not return to him  
- The Magi were instructed in a dream by an angel not to return to Herod since God knew 

his evil plans 
- Herod did not want his power taken from him by the “King of the Jews,” so he decided to 

take matters into his own hands and destroy anyone who might be a challenger to his 
throne 
 

- Herod had a good idea of the child’s age from the Magi, who informed him of the timing 
of the star that arose 

- In Bethlehem at that time, there are not good records of the population, but scholars 
estimate that it was 10-30 baby boys that were murdered in the town that were two 
years old and younger 

- This was a brutal loss for the small, rural town 
 

- This was typical of the cruel and heinous crimes committed against humanity by Herod 
during his reign 

- Matthew’s use of this prophecy is not a literal prophecy and literal fulfillment, but a 
“literal plus application” prophecy where there is a single point of similarity (Jewish 
mothers crying over the fate of their sons). 

- The other story details are different:  
o In Jeremiah, the location is in Ramah, north of Jerusalem  
o In Matthew, the location is in Bethlehem, south of Jerusalem 
o In Jeremiah, the sons are still alive  
o In Matthew’s story, they are not 
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Summary of Session 7  

 
Introductory Remarks on Prophecy 
There is a remarkable and very insightful verse in Revelation that reads: For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy. This verse means that Jesus is the underlying theme of all prophecy, and 
all prophecy bears witness of Him. Prophecy points to the life and work of Jesus, to His second 
coming, and to the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan for humanity through Him. 
 
Introduction to the Book of Matthew 
This gospel account was written by Matthew (Levi) between 50 and 70 A.D. His theme was that 
through His fulfillment of multiple Old Testament prophecies, Jesus was the long expected Jewish 
Messiah, the son of David, who would bring salvation to the Jews and Gentiles. 
 
Matthew’s gospel was critically important to the growth of the early Christian church, and it was the 
most widely read in the early years of the Church. The earliest church records unanimously ascribe 
this gospel to Matthew; there is no controversy of authorship. Working as tax collector in 
Capernaum, he was an eyewitness to the teachings and miracles of Jesus. He knew shorthand and 
was able to transcribe Jesus’ quotes very accurately (e.g., The Sermon on the Mount). 
 
His gospel is a Jewish writing but for a worldwide audience. His purposes were to: 1) provide 
evidence that Jesus is the Messiah who fulfills the prophecies of the OT,  2) to document the 
genealogy, life, and teachings of Jesus, and 3) to demonstrate the kind of Messiah that He is. 
 
Review of the Forms of Prophecy 
(1) Literal prophecy plus literal fulfillment  is a specific prediction with a specific future fulfillment . 
(2) Literal plus typical (typology) is where an OT event is a foreshadowing of a future event. (3) 
Literal plus application is a prophecy fulfilled with one point of similarity with everything else being 
different. (4) Summation is a summary of multiple different prophecies. 
 
Prophecy as Evidence for God, Jesus, the Bible, and His Promises 
Since specific prophecies are perfectly fulfilled many years later, this clearly demonstrates that 
Biblical prophecies originate from an intelligent being who exists outside of time. Thus, fulfilled 
prophecies are strong evidence for God.   
 
Jesus is not a myth. Even atheists declare that yes, Jesus existed, and thus the “mythicist” 
viewpoint is mocked even among atheist and agnostic scholars. C.S. Lewis famously argued Jesus 
must be the Lord, a lunatic, or a liar. Through His fulfillment of many prophecies, it is clear that 
Jesus is the Messiah (Mt 1:1), and also the Son of Man and the Son of God. 
 
Through the perfect fulfillment of multiple prophecies, we can also discern that the Word of God is 
trustworthy, and that the promises of God are true (our resurrection, the final defeat of evil, etc.). 
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Prophecy #1 (The Virgin Birth and the Name of Messiah) 
Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) - Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
This was fulfilled when the Virgin Mary was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit, as noted in 
Matthew 1:18-23. Her husband Joseph, not wanting to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
quietly divorce her. However, an angel appeared to him in a dream and explained that the 
conception is from the Holy Spirit, and they were to give Him the name Jesus, because He would 
save his people from their sins. 
 
Prophecy #2 (The Birthplace of the Messiah) 
Micah 5:2 (BSB) - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are small among the clans of Judah, out of 
you will come forth for Me One to be ruler over Israel—One whose origins are of old, from the days of 
eternity. 
 
Widely regarded as a Messianic verse, this was fulfilled when Jesus, of the tribe of Judah,  was born 
in Bethlehem (previously named Ephrathah). Bethlehem means “house of bread,” and in His 
ministry Jesus declared that He was the “bread of life.”  This verse also emphasizes His God-man 
nature, since He was born in the standard human format but was also “from the days of eternity,” 
which is a strong Hebrew expression for eternity past. 
 
Prophecy #3 (The Flight out of Egypt) 
Hosea 11:1 (NIV) - “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 
 
Hosea originally wrote this about Israel (the imperfect son of God) being called out of Egypt, but 
Matthew applies this to Jesus (the perfect son of God). This was fulfilled when Jesus was taken by 
his parents to Egypt and then back to Israel during the time of Herod, because Herod was trying to 
kill Him. This is a typological prophecy (a foreshadowing, a pattern). 
 
Prophecy #4 (The Slaying of Infants by Herod) 
Jer 31:15 (NIV) - 15This is what the Lord says: “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great 
weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”  
 
This is an example of a literal plus application prophecy, where there is one point of similarity but 
everything else is different. Matthew relates the initial historical event in Jeremiah 31 (Jewish 
prisoners being taken to Babylon) to the tragedy in Matthew 2 where Herod slays all of the male 
children in Bethlehem that were 2 years old and younger.  The point of similarity is that the Jewish 
mothers were crying because of their sons, whereas the other story details are different. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


