SESSION 8 -The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 2

Zachary E. Brown

Opening Prayer

Prophecies of Jesus (6 Sessions)
- (7) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 1
- (8) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 2
- (9) The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 3
(10) The Suffering Servant
- (11) Prophecies of Crucifixion
(12) Prophecies of the Resurrection

Overview of Session
- Matthew Prophecies #5-13

High Yield Facts of the Book of Matthew
- Author: Matthew (Levi)
- Audience: Greek-speaking Jews and Jewish Christians
- Date of writing: Between 50 and 70 A.D. (Prior to the destruction of the Temple)

- Theme: Through the fulfillment of multiple OT prophecies, Matthew presents Jesus as
the long-awaited Jewish Messiah, the son of David, who will bring salvation to the Jews

and Gentiles
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Psalm 69:21

PROPHECY EVENT IN JESUS’ LIFE OT PASSAGE FULFILLMENTIN
MATTHEW
1 The virgin birth and the name of Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10 | 1:22-23
Jesus
2 Bethlehem, Jesus’ birthplace Micah 5:2 2:5-6
3 The Flight out of Egypt Hosea 11:1 2:15
4 The Slaying of Infants by Herod Jeremiah 31:15 2:18
5 Jesus called a Nazarene Isaiah 11:1; 53:3 2:23
(“branch”)
6 John the Baptist’s Ministry Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:3,11:10
3:1
7 The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry | Isaiah 9:1-2 4:15-16
8 Jesus’ Healing Ministry Isaiah 53:4; 35:5-6; 8:17,11:5,12:16
61:1
9 Division brought by Jesus Micah 7.6 10:35-36
10 Jesus’ gentle style of ministry Isaiah 42:1-4 12:17-21
11 Jesus’ death, burial, and Jonah 1:17 12:40
resurrection
12 Hardened response to Jesus Isaiah 5:1-2, 6:9-10; 13:14-15; 15:7-9;
29:13 21:33,42
Psalm 118:22-23
13 Jesus’ teaching in Parables Psalm 78:2 13:35
14 Jesus’ Triumphal Entry Isaiah 62:11 21:5,9
Psalm 118:26
15 Jesus’ Cleansing of the Temple Isaiah 56:7 21:13
Jeremiah 7:11
16 Jesus as Son and Lord of David Psalm 110:1 1:1;22:44
17 Lament over Jerusalem Jeremiah 12:7,22:5 23:38-39
Psalm 118:26
18 Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus Zechariah 11:12 26:15,27.9
Psalm 41:9
19 Peter’s Denial of Jesus Zechariah 13:7 26:31
20 Jesus’ Arrest The Scriptures, The 26:54,56
Prophets
Luke 18:31-33
Zech 13:7, Isaiah 53:7
21 Judas’ Death Zech 11:12-13 27:3-10
22 Jesus the Righteous Sufferer Psalm 22:1, 7-8, 18 27:34-35,39,43,46,48
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Prophecy #5 (Jesus called a Nazarene - “Branch”)

OT Passage: Isaiah 11:1, Isaiah 53:3
Fulfillment in Matthew: 2:23

OT Passages

Isaiah 11:1 - A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse,; from his roots a Branch will
bear fruit. (NIV)

Isaiah 53:3 - He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and
familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we
held him in low esteem. (NIV)

Fulfillment in Matthew

2:23 (NIV): ... and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Discussion

No direct prophecy in the OT specifically stating those words
However, there are two good explanations for this prophecy

Explanation #1: Nazareth comes from the Hebrew root word netzer, which means
“branch”

Hebrew is a language containing only consonants, and thus “netzer” would have
appeared as NZR, which are the same key consonants as in the word Nazareth
Aramaic was the common language of Jesus’ era, and in that language, the word for
“Nazareth” and the Hebrew word for “branch” sounded very much alike.

Many prophets spoke of the future Messiah as the “Branch”; this was a nickname for
the Messiah

In addition to Isaiah 11:1 speaking of a “branch,” we have a few verses below. These
clearly do not refer to a literal branch from a tree, but one specific person, the
Messiah:

o Jer23:5(NIV)- “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when | will raise up
for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and
right in the land.

o Jer33:15(NIV)- In those days and at that time | will make a righteous Branch
sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.

o Zech 3:8 (NIV) - Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates seated
before you, who are men symbolic of things to come: | am going to bring my

servant, the Branch.
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o Zech 6:12 (NIV) - Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Here is the man
whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the
temple of the Lord.”

In the Midrash on Proverbs 19:21 (written around 200-500 A.D.), it reads:

o RabbiHunan said “Eight names are given to the Messiah which are: Yinnon,
Shiloh, David, Menachem, Jehovah, Justi de Nostra, Tzemmach, Elias.”
Jehovah = God
Justi de Nostra = “our righteousness”

Tzemmach/Tzemach = Branch
Elias = Jehovah is God

O O O O

The Hebrew words Netzer and Tzemach are similar, with each meaning "branch,"
"shoot," or "sprout" and each referring to the Messiah in prophecy. The term Netzer is
used Messianically in Isaiah 11:1, while Tzemach carries the same Messianic overtones
and can be found in other verses, such as Zechariah 6:12.

Explanation #2: Nazareth was regarded as a place of despisal (scornful hatred or
intense dislike)

The people held Him “in low esteem” (Is 53:3) because, to use a contemporary
colloquialism, He “was from the other side of the train tracks”

That there was widely held contempt towards Nazareth is clear in Nathaniel’s response,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46, ESV)

Remember there were no last names in Biblical times, so the hometown was used to
further specify identity

“Jesus” was a common name at the time

At the meeting with Saul/Paul on the road to Damascus, Jesus identified Himself as
“Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 22:7-8). After his conversion, Paul referred to Him as “Jesus
of Nazareth” (Acts 26:9).

In this way, the term “Nazarene” conveyed the contempt towards the Messiah
predicted by the prophets, such as Isaiah
Psalm 22:6 also confirms this sentiment, which reads: But | am a worm and not a man,
scorned by men and despised by the people.
Because He is despised, He would be pierced and killed as noted in:
o Daniel 9:26: After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death
and will have nothing.
o Zech 12:10: They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn
for him as one mourns for an only child

A less likely explanation is that Matthew is quoting from an unknown source which we
don’t have, although it was known to his contemporary audience. But that’s an
argument from silence, and not a strong one.
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Prophecy #6 (John the Baptist’s Ministry)

OT Passage: Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1
Fulfillment in Matthew: 3:3, 11:10

OT Passages

Isaiah 40:3 (NIV) - A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Malachi 3:1 (NIV) - "I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 3:1-6 (NIV) - 1/n those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who
was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.””

... People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the
Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

Mt 11:7-12 (NIV) - 7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind?
8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear
fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more
powerful than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

»

Discussion

In ancient times, it was common for a herald to be sent ahead of the forthcoming king to
clear the road of any obstacles and to fill in any potholes, in order to “make straight
paths for him.”

These prophecies state specifically that the Messiah would be preceded by a
forerunner who will prepare the way for him

John the Baptist is that forerunner
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Prophecy #7 (The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry)

OT Passage: Isaiah 9:1-2
Fulfillment in Matthew: 4:15-16

OT Passage

Isaiah 9:1-2 (NIV) - Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in
distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned.

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 4:15-16 (NIV) - 12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to
Galilee. 13Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:

15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee

of the Gentiles— 16the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

17From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”
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Israel's Tribal Allocations

?.
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d of Zebulun & Land of

Map of the regions in Isaiah 9:1-2
Source: https://blog.renewal.asn.au/2020/06/27/starting-again/

Discussion

The focus of Isaiah’s prophecy are the allotted lands given to Jacob’s sons Zebulun and
Naphtali

The town of Nazareth, where Jesus grew up, was located in the land of Zebulun

The city of Capernaum, on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee, is in the territory of
Naphtali

The headquarters for Jesus’ ministry was in Capernaum; He relocated there after being
rejected in His hometown of Nazareth

Jesus performed the majority of His miracles in Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida,
which were allin Naphtali

Capernaum is Greek for the Hebrew name Kefar Nahum, which is translated as the
“village of Nahum.”

Some refer to the three cities of Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida as the
“evangelical triangle,” since that is where most of the Gospel message was delivered
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Capernaum was a brilliant place to station His ministry since it was positioned along a
busy highway called “The Way of the Sea,” which was a trade route that went from
Egypt through Israel to Mesopotamia

A portion of the route was along the coast of Israel, along the Mediterranean Sea, hence
the name

In Latin, it was known as the “Via Maris” (from the Vulgate = Latin bible translation)
Given the strategic location of His ministry, news of Jesus’ words and deeds was able to
spread rapidly

The majority of Jesus’ ministry was out of Capernaum, along this busy trade route

“In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali” (Isaiah 9:1)
This was fulfilled when God allowed these Jewish territories to be overthrown by
foreigners, specifically the Assyrians in 732 BC. This was the result of their abandoning
the true God and delighting in idolatry. These tribes were among the first of the northern
kingdom to be carried away into captivity.

Mt 4:15-16 (NIV) - 15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people living in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”
From a Jewish viewpoint, because this area did not know the living God, the people of
Galilee were spiritually both “living in darkness” and “living in the land of the shadow of
death” because:

o Itwas far removed from the positive spiritual influences of Jerusalem

o Galilee was mainly inhabited by Gentiles

Matthew may have selected this OT reference because of its universal appeal,
something Matthew repeatedly points out in his gospel
Universal appeal to all people on earth in the “The Great Commission”:

o Mt28:18-19 (NIV) - 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you.

“A Great Light”

Mt 4:15-16 (NIV) - 16the people living in darkness have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

Isaiah uses the metaphor of light to describe the future saving Gospel of Jesus, which is

the universal message of hope for humanity

In the NT, Jesus declares Himself to be the “light of the world”:

o John 8:12 (NIV) - When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “l am the light

of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.”
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o John 12:46 (NIV) - | have come into the world as a light, so that no one who
believes in me should stay in darkness.

Jesus’ goal was to bring the people out of darkness of spiritual bondage and into the
light of freedom and forgiveness
o Psalm 107:14 (NKJV) - He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of
death, And broke their chains in pieces.

Prophecy #8 (Jesus’ Healing Ministry)

OT Passages: Isaiah 53:4; 35:5-6; 61:1
Fulfilment in Matthew: 8:17, 11:5, 12:16

OT Passages

Isaiah 53:4 (NIV) - Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered
him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.

Isaiah 35:5-6 (NIV) - Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Isaiah 61:1 (NIV) - The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the
prisoners...

Fulfillment in Matthew

8:16-17 (NIV) - When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to
him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill
what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

“He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases.” (quoting Isaiah 53:4)

11:2-6 (NIV) - When John (the Baptist), who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the
Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?”

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not
stumble on account of me.”

12:16 (NIV) - A large crowd followed him, and he healed all who were ill. 16He warned
them not to tell others about him.
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Discussion

The prophecies give us insight into the type of ministry that Jesus would have

When Isaiah writes that “he took up our pain and bore our suffering,” it conveys two
separate but related wonderful facts about the Messiah:

(1) He would have a healing ministry

(2) The nature of His suffering would be substitutionary, since He took our pain, which
was further explained (4 times) in the next verse, Isaiah 53:5:

o But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed.

In addition to healing, as noted in Isaiah 61, His ministry would also include good news
for the poor, help for the brokenhearted, liberty for captives, and a rescue mission for
those in spiritual darkness

In Isaiah 35:5-6 (NIV), there are four specific miracles that He would accomplish:
o the eyes ofthe blind be opened
o and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
o Then will the lame leap like a deer,
o and the mute tongue shout for joy.

In ancient Judaism, before the time of Christ, miracles would divided into two different
types:
o General miracles - these are miracles that anyone could perform when the
power of the Spirit of God came upon them
o Messianic miracles - these are miracles only the Messiah could perform

The Three (or Four) Messianic Miracles - depends on which source you use

o 1- Opening the eyes of the blind

o 2-Cleansingthe leper

o 3-Casting out a mute (“dumb”) demon

o 4-(Healing the lame)

o Some sources - raising the dead after three days

Messianic Miracle #1 - Jesus Opens the Eyes of the Blind

o Matthew 9:27-31: In Galilee, two blind men follow Jesus into and house,
declaring Him to the be the “Son of David.” Jesus touches their eyes and heals
them.

o Matthew 20:29-34 / Mark 10:46-52 / Luke 18:35-43: As Jesus was leaving
Jericho, He heals two blind men by touching their eyes. Matthew notes there
were two blind men, while Mark and Luke note only the one named Bartimaeus.

o John9:1-41: Jesus heals a man born blind by placing mud on his eyes and
telling him to wash in the Pool of Siloam.
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Non-contradiction - Leaving or Approaching Jericho?

O
@)
@)

Matthew and Mark - “As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho” (Mt 20:29)
Luke - “as Jesus approached Jericho” (Luke 18:35)

There were two cities of Jericho at that time. The ancient OT Jericho, and the
NT Jericho rebuilt by King Herod (“Old Jericho” and a “New Jericho”)

Malcolm Cox notes: “Any of us who have lived in large towns or cities with
significant history may be able to see parallels with our own experience. As an
example, London can be viewed in two different ways. The “City of London” is a
small area in the heart of “Greater London”. One could be leaving (the City of)
London and entering (Greater) London at the same time.”

Messianic Miracle #2 - Jesus Cleanses the Lepers

(@)

Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:40-45, and Luke 5:12-16: Jesus heals a man with
leprosy
Luke 17:11-19: Ten men with leprosy call out to Jesus when He is on His way to
Jerusalem. Jesus tells them to show themselves to the priests, and as went,
they were cleansed. Only one (a Samaritan man) returns to thank Jesus.
= Luke 17:17-19 (NIV) - Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where
are the other nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except this
foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go, your faith has made you
well.”

Messianic Miracle #3 - Jesus Casts out a Mute (“Dumb’’) Demon

O

Matthew 9:32-34 and Luke 11:14 - Jesus drives out the demon of a mute man
who then able to speak

The response - The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever
been seeninIsrael.” (Mt 9:33, NIV)

Matthew 12:22-24 - They brought Jesus the demon-possessed man who was
blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see.

The response - All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son
of David?” (Mt 12:23, NIV)

So, when John the Baptist was deeply discouraged in prison, Jesus verified by His
Messianic miracles that He was in fact the Messiah. He said, “The blind receive sight,
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.”
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Prophecy #9 (Division Brought by Jesus)

OT Passage: Micah 7:6
Fulfillment in Matthew: 10:35-36

OT Passage

Micah 7:6 (NIV) - For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her mother,
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies are the members of his
own household.

Fulfillment in Matthew:

Mt 10:34-36 (NIV) - “Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did
not come to bring peace, but a sword. For | have come to turn

“‘a man against his father,

a daughter against her mother,

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—

aman’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

Discussion

Context: Jesus is sending out the Twelve Disciples, giving them information and
instructions

Jesus says that His words will bring divisions among close family members

One example: The book’s author, Arnold Fruchtenbaum, after becoming a Christian,
was kicked out of his house after high school by his orthodox Jewish father

Prophecy #10 (Jesus’ Gentle Style of Ministry)

OT Passage: Isaiah 42:1-4
Fulfillment in Matthew: 12:15-21

OT Passage

Isaiah 42:1-4 (NIV) - “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom |
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not
Sshout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the
islands will put their hope.”

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 12:15-21 (NIV) - Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd
followed him, and he healed all who were ill. He warned them not to tell others about
him. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:

“Here is my servant whom | have chosen, the one | love, in whom | delight; | will put my
Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out;
no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a
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smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to victory. In his
name the nations will put their hope.”

Discussion

This is the longest OT quotation in Matthew’s gospel

The quotation is from Isaiah 42, from Isaiah’s first servant song of four; one of Isaiah’s
favorite names for the Messiah is “servant”

It summarizes the merciful, quiet, and gentle ministry of Jesus, who would bring
justice and hope to the nations

Although He could have resorted to violence at the synagogue, with His unlimited power
and “more than 12 legions of angels” at His disposal (Mt 26:53), He didn’t; He just left
and continued to heal people.

His Status - Isaiah 42:1 (NIV) - “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in
whom | delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.
This verse makes four points:

o (1) The Messiah is the servant of Jehovah. Like Isaiah, Gospel of Mark also has
this “servant” theme. Mark focuses on describing how Jesus’ perfectly fulfilled
the assignments given to Him by Father God, as noted in the writings of the
Prophets

o (2)Heis God’s Chosen One in Whom Jehovah will Greatly Delight

o (3)Heis anointed with the Holy Spirit. This is a reaffirmation of Isaiah 11:2
(“The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him”).

o (4) He will bring justice to the Gentile nations. While Jesus’ ministry was
geared primarily towards those of Jewish ancestry, the Gentile nations would
also benefit through the teaching of His gospel by the apostles. This is further
explained in Isaiah 49:6 — He says “my salvation may reach to the ends of the
earth.”

His Manner -Isaiah 42:2 (NIV) - He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the
streets.

He would not be loud or obnoxious; He won’t stir up trouble or deliberately attract
attention to Himself; He would often tell people after their healing not to speak of it

He would not be a street preacher; His teaching would primarily be in the synagogues
Jesus also taught on the hillsides (e.g., Sermon on the Mount); these people sought
Him out

He didn’t seek attention, but because of His miracles and teachings, He became well-
known, and the crowds would search for Him

His Way - Isaiah 42:3 (NIV) - A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick
he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice.
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This verse speaks of His manner of ministry and character.
He would be righteous, faithful, and merciful
He would not crush the broken-hearted

His Success - Isaiah 42:4 (NIV) - he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes
justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.

This teaches that the Messiah would be successful in His mission

He would not fail or have permanent discouragements

There would be temporary discouragements on the way (Isaiah 49)

His Mission - Isaiah 42:6 (NIV) - /, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will
take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the
people and a light for the Gentiles
Two-fold Mission
o “ACovenant forthe People” - the Messiah would fulfill the covenant promises to
the Jewish people
o “Alight for the Gentiles” - the Messiah would bring the light of salvation to the
Gentile nations

Prophecy #11 (Jesus’ Death, Burial, and Resurrection)

OT Passage: Jonah 1:17
Fulfillment in Matthew: 12:40

OT Passage

Jonah 1:17 (NIV) - Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Fulfillment in Matthew

12:38-41 (NIV) - 38Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”

39He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be
given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth. 41The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now
something greater than Jonah is here.

Discussion

The Pharisees were requesting an on-demand miracle display to undeniably prove that
He is empowered by God and not Satan

Their request superficially seems reasonable, but they were not asking in good faith
They had just seen Him heal the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath, which
greatly angered them (Mt 12:9-14); they were not open to His message
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They were requesting a sign to use against Him; Jesus sees through their ploy and
wouldn’t give them anything else to support their charges against Him

Instead of performing a miracle, Jesus tells them about a sign from the OT - the sign of
Jonah

Jesus refers to them as a “wicked and adulterous generation,” referring to spiritual
adultery, not physical adultery, because their hearts were far from God

“Three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish”

This is a veiled prophecy of the resurrection of Christ

Jesus notes that Jonah being in the whale for three days was prophetic for His own
coming death and resurrection after three days; this was Jesus’ first hint

Some scholars believe that Jonah really did die in the belly of the whale, while others
feel that he nearly died but remained alive
Both views are compatible with a literal interpretation of the book of Jonah; either way it
demonstrates God’s ability to sustain life or resurrect life in order to rescue His prophet
Verses that suggest he did die:

o Jonah 2:1 (NIV) - From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help

o Jonah 2:6 (NIV) - To the roots of the mountains | sank down; the earth beneath

barred me in forever.

But others say that Jonah didn’t die note that:

o “therealm of the dead” can be used poetically for a terrifying experience

o Jonah prayed to God in Jonah 2:1, so he must have been alive for that

Non-contradiction - “Three Days and Three Nights” ???
But wasn’t Jesus in the grave three days and two nights?
Answer: the Jewish method of counting days was different than ours
This was a Jewish idiom, a common reckoning of time in that era
Three days includes a part of the first day and a part of the third day, so it includes
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, even though it was not a full 72-hour period
Example: A completely analogous situation occurs in the Book of Esther
In Esther 4:16, she asks Mordecai for the Jews to fast on her behalf, since she was
planning on approaching King Xerxes, and if she was not pardoned, she would be killed
o Esther 4:16 (NASB, a literal translation) - “Go, gather all the Jews who are found
in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.”
But only two verses later, in 5:1 (NASB), it reads: Now it came about on the third day
that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s palace in
front of the king’s rooms.
Clearly, 72 hours had not elapsed; it was just like the death and resurrection of Christ
o Part of the first day, a full second day, and part of the third day according to our
method of counting days
o Remember Jewish days start at sundown, not midnight
o Also, part of a day counts as a full day
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- Scripture is the best way to interpret other scripture, so this demonstrates the Jewish
counting of days in the biblical era

Prophecy #12 (Hardened Response to Jesus)

OT Passage: Isaiah 5:1-2, 6:9-10; 29:13; Psalm 118:22-23
Fulfillment in Matthew: 13:14-15; 15:7-9; 21:33,42

OT Passages
- Isaiah 5:1-2 (BSB) - / will sing for my beloved a song of his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it up and cleared the stones and planted the finest
vines. He built a watchtower in the middle and dug out a winepress as well. He waited
for the vineyard to yield good grapes, but the fruit it produced was sour!

- Isaiah 6:9-10 (NIV) - He said, “Go and tell this people:“ ‘Be ever hearing, but never
understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.” Make the heart of this people
calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

- Isaiah 29:13 (NIV) - The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based
on merely human rules they have been taught.

- Psalm 118:22-23 (NIV) - The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

Fulfillment in Matthew

- Matthew 13:10-15 (NIV) - The disciples came to him (Jesus) and asked, “Why do you
speak to the people in parables?”

- Hereplied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been
given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. This
is why I speak to them in parables:

- “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In
them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:

- ““You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never
perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear
with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.’

- Matthew 15:6-9 (NIV) - Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.
You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:

- “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship
me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’
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Matthew 21:33-43 (NIV) - The Parable of the Tenants

33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a
wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard
to some farmers and moved to another place....

....42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is
marvelous in our eyes’?

43“Therefore | tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to
a people who will produce its fruit.

Discussion

In the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5, the nation of Israel is the vineyard, and God is
“my beloved”
Because of His generosity, grace, and desire for goodness, God gives Israel every
possible advantage in order to achieve His singular goal - that it produce good fruit.
The fertility here includes not just a land blessing but spiritual opportunity.
o (1) Thevineyard was on a fertile hillside, which is an ideal location (v. 1). The
hillside’s elevation suggests the area was set apart, both physically and
spiritually, for God’s own purposes. So, there is an expectation of fruitfulness.

o (2) God dug it up and cleared it of stones (v. 2). This verse reveals the
meticulous preparation and care that God has afforded to the spiritual soil of
Israel over time.

o Removing the stones likely indicates removal of idolatry, obstacles, and other
spiritual impurities, so that Israel may become a “holy nation.”

o (3)...and planted the finest vines (v. 2). The “finest vines” represent the people
of Israel. This is stated in Deut 7:6: For you are a people holy to the LORD your
God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the
earth to be his people, his treasured possession.

o Thisis also a prophetic foreshadowing of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the “true vine,”
as noted in John 15. In John 15:1, Jesus says, “l am the true vine, and my Father
is the gardener.” In that discourse, believers are called to abide in Him and bear
good fruit.

o (4) God built a watchtower (v. 2). This is a metaphor for God’s unceasing
protection over Israel.

o Inancienttimes, the vineyard watchtower was built in order to guard against the
intrusion of wild animals or thieves who would reduce the harvest.

o Psalm 121:4 (NIV) also conveys God’s perpetual supervision and protection:
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

o (5) God cut out a winepress (v. 2)
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The creation of a winepress symbolizes God’s expectation of a harvest of good
fruit (which are righteous works by His people).

The winepress was where the grapes from the harvest were converted into grape
juice and then later, after time (fermentation), into wine. Wine represents joy
and blessing and is further clarified in Gal 5:22 (the fruit of the spirit).

However, the winepress also is a foreboding warning against sin and
disobedience, because in Revelation 14:19-20 (NIV), it reads: The angel swung
his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great
winepress of God’s wrath. They were trampled in the winepress outside the city,
and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a
distance of 1,600 stadia.

Which red fluid would you prefer to have come out of you? It can either be the
red wine of your joy and blessing, or blood from your judgment and demise.

(6) “He waited for the vineyard to yield good grapes” (v. 2)

This verse reveals God’s unsurpassable patience and longsuffering nature.
Israel was afforded a great amount of time to be righteous and just. God wanted
His people to live according to His word and be a spiritual light for other nations.
God gave them more than ample time for spiritual growth and repentance

(7) “but the fruit it produced was sour!” (v. 2)

This was a disappointing surprise, given the fertility, preparation, provision,
protection, patience, and care that God have given the vineyard

The “sour” fruit represents Israel’s inability to live up to God’s requirements of
righteousness

The sour fruit also serves as a warning for consequences due to unfaithfulness
and spiritual corruption and unfruitfulness

Jesus also echoes this concept in John 15:5-6 (NIV): l am the vine and you are
the branches. The one who remains in Me, and Il in him, will bear much fruit. For
apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a
branch that is thrown away and withers. Such branches are gathered up, thrown
into the fire, and burned.

And lastly, the sour fruit points to our own sinfulness and spiritual need for a
Savior who can redeem us, so that we can produce the good wine from fruit of
the Spirit.

In Matthew 21:33-46, Jesus delivers a parable (“The Parable of the Tenants”) that
complements the vineyard parable of Isaiah 5, which the Pharisees would have known
In the parable, a landowner planted a vineyard, put a wall around it, dug out a
winepress, and built a watchtower. He then rented it to some farmer tenants and moved
away. At harvest time, he sent his servants to collect his fruit.

The tenant farmers either assaulted or killed the three servants, so the landowner sent
even more servants but they were all treated the same way

The landowner then sent his son, who he thought they would listen to and respect
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But the tenants threw the son out of the vineyard and killed him

As aresult, the landowner would “bring those wretches to a wretched end ... and he will
rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest
time.” (Mt 21:41, NIV)

Jesus then quotes Psalm 118:22-23 in Matthew 21:42 (NIV): “Have you never read in
the Scriptures: “ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord
has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Through these teachings of prophetic fulfillments, Jesus demonstrates the hardness of
heart of the religious leaders of Israel

Mt 21:45-46 notes: When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they
knew he was talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him...

Instead of diagnosing the problem correctly (which was their own sin and rebellion, and
their failure to see Jesus as the Jewish Messiah), they diagnosed Jesus as the problem
and sought to have Him arrested and removed

Prophecy #13 (Jesus Teaching in Parables)

OT Passage: Psalm 78:2
Fulfillment in Matthew: 13:35

OT Passage

Psalm 78:2 (NIV) - | will open my mouth with a parable; | will utter hidden things, things
from of old

Fulfillment in Matthew

13:35 (NIV) - Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say
anything to them without using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the
prophet:

“l will open my mouth in parables, | will utter things hidden since the creation of the
world.”

Discussion

Prophecy #12 (Hardened Response to Jesus) and Prophecy #13 (Jesus Teaching in
Parables) are related

In Matthew Chapter 12, Jesus went into a synagogue on the Sabbath, and in front of the
Pharisees, He healed a man with a shriveled hand

Instead of acknowledging that as a divine miracle, they began to scheme how they
could kill Him

Later, people brought to Jesus a demon-possessed man who was both blind and mute,
and Jesus healed him (both of which are Messianic miracles)
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The Pharisees then commit arguably the greatest misjudgment since the creation of
the earth. They said, “Itis only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives
out demons.” (Matthew 12:24, NIV)
They attribute the divine miracles of the Lord Most High (the God of Heaven), to the Lord
most Low (Satan, the Lord of the Underworld)
Beelzebul refers to a Philistine deity originally named Baal-zebub (or Baal-zevuv),
meaning "Lord of the Flies".
This is the unforgiveable sin; this was the “blasphemy against the Spirit” (Mt 12:31,
NIV)
Jesus then gives an eloquent response as to demonstrate His association with the
Kingdom of Heaven and not Satan’s kingdom
Matthew 12 was a critical turning point in Jesus’ ministry; in this chapter was the
official rejection of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah by the Israelite leaders
After this rejection, when Jesus spoke in public, He used parables to teach, specifically
so that His opponents would not understand
His disciples asked Him why He taught in parables, and He said, quoting Isaiah 6:9-10:
o Mt 13:13-15 (NIV): This is why | speak to them in parables:
“Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or
understand.
In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:
““You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but
never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear
with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and |
would heal them.’
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Summary of Session 8

Prophecy #5 (Jesus called a Nazarene - “Branch”)

Isaiah 11:1 - A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
Isaiah 53:3 - He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

In Matthew 2:23, it reads “.. and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what
was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.” Although there in no direct
prophecy in the OT specifically stating those words, there are two very good explanations for this.
First, Nazareth comes from the Hebrew root words netzer, which means “branch.” Hebrew is a
language with only consonants, and thus netzer would have appeared as NZR, the same
consonants as in the word Nazareth. Many prophets spoke of the future Messiah as the “Branch”.

The second explanation is that Nazareth was a place that was despised, and the people from that
town were held in low esteem. Isaiah 53 predicted a suffering servant Messiah who would be
despised and rejected. The term “Nazarene” conveyed the contempt towards the Messiah
predicted by the prophets.

Prophecy #6 (John the Baptist’s Ministry)

Isaiah 40:3 (NIV) - A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Malachi 3:1 (NIV) - "I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire,
will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

It was common in ancient times for a herald to be sent ahead of the forthcoming king to clear the
road of any obstacles and to fill in any potholes, in order to “make straight paths for him.” So, these
prophecies state that the Messiah would be a preceded by a forerunner who would prepare the way
for him. These prophecies were fulfilled in Matthew 3, when John the Baptist came, preaching in
the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” He noted
that there would be someone coming after Him who was far greater, who would baptize with the
Holy Spirit and fire.

Prophecy #7 (The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry)

Isaiah 9:1-2 (NIV) - Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee
of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—The people walking in darkness have seen
a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

The town of Nazareth in Galilee, where Jesus grew up, was in the land of Zebulun, and thus Galilee
of the Nations was honored. The headquarters for Jesus’ ministry was Capernaum, which was

located in Naphtali, along a busy trade route called “The Way of the Sea.” Given this strategic
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location, news of Jesus’ words and deeds was able to spread rapidly. Centuries before Jesus, the
lands of Zebulun and Naphtali were “humbled” by the Assyrian invasion of 732 BC which resulted
from their turning from God. The “great light” that they saw was the salvation light of the Gospel of
Jesus, which is the universal message of hope for humanity.

Prophecy #8 (Jesus’ Healing Ministry)
Isaiah 53:4 (NIV) - Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.

Isaiah 35:5-6 (NIV) - Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Isaiah 61:1 (NIV) - The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners...

Jesus performed many healings during His ministry, including Messianic miracles that only the
Messiah could accomplish: 1) Opening the eyes of the blind, 2) cleansing a leper, 3) casting out a
mute (“dumb”) demon, and 4) healing the lame/cripped. The nature of Jesus’ suffering would be
substitutionary, since “by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). His ministry would also include
good news proclaimed to the poor, help for the brokenhearted, liberty for captives, and a rescue
mission for those in spiritual darkness.

Prophecy #9 (Division Brought by Jesus)
Micah 7:6 (NIV) - For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her mother, a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies are the members of his own household.

This was fulfilled in Matthew 10, when Jesus sent out the 12 disciples, giving them information and
instructions. He said, “Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come
to bring peace, but a sword. For | have come to turn® ‘a man against his father, a daughter against

her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be the members of

his own household.’ Jesus stated that His words would bring division among close family members.

Prophecy #10 (Jesus’ Gentle Style of Ministry)

Isaiah 42:1-4 (NIV) - “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom | delight; I will put
my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his
voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In
faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice
on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”

This passage summarizes the merciful, quiet, and gentle ministry of Jesus, who would bring justice
and hope to the nations. He wasn’t violent even though He had many angels under His command.
Jesus was the servant of God the Father, the Chosen One who was anointed with the Holy Spirit. He
would not be a street preacher; His teaching was primarily in the synagogues. Jesus would not
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crush the broken-hearted, and He would fulfill the covenant promises to the Jewish people and the
Gentiles.

Prophecy #11 (Jesus’ Death, Burial, and Resurrection)
Jonah 1:17 (NIV) - Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights.

This was a veiled foreshadowing of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. This is confirmed in
Matthew 12, when Jesus notes that the only sign He will give is the “sign of Jonah.” He was speaking
at that time to unbelieving, argumentative Pharisees demanding a sign. Jesus said, “For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Mt 12:40) According to the Jewish method of counting days,
a partial day counts as a full day and a night, as confirmed in the book of Esther, regarding her fast
of “three days and three nights.”

Prophecy #12 (Hardened Response to Jesus)

Isaiah 5:1-2 (BSB) - | will sing for my beloved a song of his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill. He dug it up and cleared the stones and planted the finest vines. He built a
watchtower in the middle and dug out a winepress as well. He waited for the vineyard to yield good
grapes, but the fruit it produced was sour!

Isaiah 6:9-10 (NIV) - He said, “Go and tell this people:“ ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding;
be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull
and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with
their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

Isaiah 29:13 (NIV) - The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules
they have been taught.

Psalm 118:22-23 (NIV) - The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

In the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5, the nation of Israel is the vineyard, and God is “my beloved.”
God went out of His way to ensure the production of good fruit. He gave the vineyard a prime
location on a fertile hillside, cleared it of stones, planted the finest vines, built a watchtower for
protection, cut out a winepress, and patiently waited, but all of the fruit was sour! The sour fruit was
the result of unfaithfulness, spiritual corruption, and unfruitfulness. The spiritual leaders of Israel
became stiff-necked, and hardened of heart, and could not see their own sin and rebellion. They
rejected the stone who was in fact the cornerstone (the Messiah), when in fact He was the one
spoken of in the Law of Moses and by the Prophets of the Old Testament.
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Prophecy #13 (Jesus Teaching in Parables)
Psalm 78:2 (NIV) - I will open my mouth with a parable; | will utter hidden things, things from of old.

Jesus taught in parables after He was rejected by the Jewish leadership in Matthew Ch. 12. After He
performed miracles only the Messiah could perform, The Pharisees then committed arguably the
greatest misjudgment since the creation of the earth. They said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince
of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.” (Matthew 12:24, NIV). They attribute the divine
miracles of the Holy Spirit to Satan, which was the unforgiveable sin. This was a critical turning
point, marking the official rejection of Jesus as the Jewish Messiah by the Israelite leaders. After
this rejection, when Jesus spoke publicly, He spoke in parables, specifically so that His opponents
would not understand.
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