SESSION 9 -The Prophecies in Matthew, Part 3

Zachary E. Brown

Opening Prayer

Prophecies of Jesus (6 Sessions)
- (7) The Prophecies of Matthew - Part 1
- (8) The Prophecies of Matthew - Part 2
- (9) The Prophecies of Matthew - Part 3
- (10) The Suffering Servant
- (11) Prophecies of the Crucifixion
- (12) Prophecies of the Resurrection

Overview of Session
- Matthew Prophecies #14-22
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Psalm 69:21

PROPHECY EVENT IN JESUS’ LIFE OT PASSAGE FULFILLMENTIN
MATTHEW
1 The virgin birth and the name of Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10 | 1:22-23
Jesus
2 Bethlehem, Jesus’ birthplace Micah 5:2 2:5-6
3 The Flight out of Egypt Hosea 11:1 2:15
4 The Slaying of Infants by Herod Jeremiah 31:15 2:18
5 Jesus called a Nazarene Isaiah 11:1; 53:3 2:23
(“branch”)
6 John the Baptist’s Ministry Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:3,11:10
3:1
7 The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry | Isaiah 9:1-2 4:15-16
8 Jesus’ Healing Ministry Isaiah 53:4; 35:5-6; 8:17,11:5,12:16
61:1
9 Division brought by Jesus Micah 7.6 10:35-36
10 Jesus’ gentle style of ministry Isaiah 42:1-4 12:17-21
11 Jesus’ death, burial, and Jonah 1:17 12:40
resurrection
12 Hardened response to Jesus Isaiah 5:1-2, 6:9-10; 13:14-15; 15:7-9;
29:13 21:33,42
Psalm 118:22-23
13 Jesus’ teaching in Parables Psalm 78:2 13:35
14 Jesus’ Triumphal Entry Isaiah 62:11 21:5,9
Zech 9:9
Psalm 118:26
15 Jesus’ Cleansing of the Temple Isaiah 56:7 21:13
Jeremiah 7:11
16 Jesus as Son and Lord of David Psalm 110:1 1:1;22:44
17 Lament over Jerusalem Jeremiah 12:7,22:5 23:38-39
Psalm 118:26
18 Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus Zechariah 11:12 26:15,27.9
Psalm 41:9
19 Peter’s Denial of Jesus Zechariah 13:7 26:31
20 Jesus’ Arrest The Scriptures, The 26:54,56
Prophets
Luke 18:31-33
Zech 13:7, Isaiah 53:7
21 Judas’ Death Zech 11:12-13 27:3-10
22 Jesus the Righteous Sufferer Psalm 22:1, 7-8, 18 27:34-35,39,43,46,48
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Prophecy #14 (Jesus’ Triumphal Entry)

OT Passage: Isaiah 62:11, Zechariah 9:9, Psalm 118:26
Fulfilment in Matthew: 21:5,9

OT Passage

Isaiah 62:11 (NIV) - The Lord has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to
Daughter Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him, and his
recompense accompanies him.””

Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) - Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See,
your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.

Psalm 118:26 (NIV) - Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house
of the Lord we bless you.

Fulfillment in Matthew

21:1-9 (NIV) - As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them
right away.”

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” ”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Discussion

Theological Significance
The day of the “Triumphal Entry” is also known as Palm Sunday
Most scholars date this event to April 2, 30 A.D. (the 10" of Nisan)
o Alternative date is March 29, 33 A.D.
Many sources state the triumphal entry was Jesus’ official offer to the Jewish nation as
their Messianic King
Others suggest that there were multiple offers, and this was His final offer
However, neither viewpoint fully explains the true theological significance of the
event
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Over the prior 3 years, Jesus had repeatedly offered Himself as the Messiah

He was rejected during that time, with the final rejection documented in Matthew 12,
when the Pharisees attributed the miracles of Jesus and the Holy Spirit to Satan; they
rejected Him on the basis of demon-possession and commit the unpardonable sin
That was a turning point in Jesus’ ministry; thereafter, He only taught in veiled parables
so the Jewish leaders would NOT understand

The Matthew 12 rejection occurred about 1.5 years earlier than the triumphal entry
After the rejection, Jesus withdrew the offer of the Kingdom of God to that generation,
and declared that they would be subject to a judgment of “desolation” (the 70 A.D.
Roman siege of Jerusalem)

The purpose of His ride into Jerusalem was therefore not a re-offer of the Kingdom

It was quite the opposite; the words He spoke around that time were words of judgment
(the cursing of the fig tree). He found no good fruit (remember Isaiah 5, the song of the
vineyard, where no good fruit was found?), so He condemned it.

According to the Jewish calendar, the date of the triumphal entry was the 10" of Nisan
According to Exodus 12:3-6, this is the day the Jewish people were to set aside the
lamb for Passover

The family was to inspect it to ensure it was “without defect” from the 10™ - 14™ of Nisan
Jesus’ride into Jerusalem occurred on the 10™ of Nisan, the day the lamb was set
aside for sacrifice

Knowledge of this important calendar day points to the greater theological significance
of the event - Jesus was being set aside as the Passover Lamb of God

InJohn 1:29, John the Baptist sees Jesus and introduces Him to the others standing
nearby as the “lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”

There were many titles John could have used, but he chose to use the Passover Lamb
metaphor

Jesus knew that riding into Jerusalem as the Messiah to fulfill prophecy would prompt
the Jewish leaders into aggressive action against Him

The Fulfillment of Prophecy

The disciples were instructed to find a donkey and her colt and bring them to Jesus
Jesus rode the colt, which did not try to buck him off even though it had never been
ridden, demonstrating His sovereignty over the animal kingdom

Riding a donkey, rather than a warhorse, demonstrated that He came in peace and
humility

Through this action, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 (NIV):

o Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey.

This prophecy also declares that He is the king coming to them, but only after His
rejection by the Jewish leader; so He is arriving as a rejected king. His “rejection” is
prophesied in:
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o Isaiah 53:3 (NIV) - He was despised and rejected by mankind
o Psalm 118: 22 (NIV) - The stone the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone

The Crowd’s Response

They cut palm branches and laid them on the road before Jesus

They cried out a verse from a Messianic Psalm - Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord! (Ps 118:26, NIV)

They shouted this because they thought the Messianic Kingdom was going to be set up
according to Zechariah 14:16-21, which says the Feast of Tabernacles will be held
during the Messianic Kingdom

Palm branches are associated with the Feast of Tabernacles, not the Feast of Passover
The crowd mistakenly thought that Jesus was there to usher in the Messianic Kingdom
and the Feast of Tabernacles, but He was there to fulfill the Passover

The crowd made the same interpretive error that Peter did at the Transfiguration

Mt 17:4 (NIV) - Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, | will put
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

However, even the disciples didn’t fully comprehend the significance of all that had
transpired until after Jesus’ Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
John 12:16 (NIV) reads: At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus
was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that
these things had been done to him.

Significance of Palm Branches
Usage of palm branches gives us insight into the thinking of the Jewish crowds
In Leviticus 23:40, the gathering of palm branches is commanded for the Feast of
Tabernacles (not for Passover)
The crowds thought that Jesus, as the Messiah, would establish a military presence and
overthrow the Romans as the conquering King
Palm branches had been laid down twice previously when leaders cleansed the Temple
and ejected the Gentile rulers:

o Inthe 2" century BC, as Judah Maccabee entered Jerusalem

o As a celebration of military victory for Simon (the last of the Maccabees) as he

entered Jerusalemin 171 AD

The statement they use to greet Jesus on His arrival into Jerusalem is baruch haba
b'shem Adonai (“Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord”)
This is a Messianic greeting from a Messianic psalm (Psalm 118:26)
Rabbis taught that when the Jewish Messiah comes, that was the proper greeting
The crowds knew this and correctly applied those words to Jesus
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Hosanna in the Highest Heaven! (Mt 21:9)

"Hosanna" is a Hebrew word meaning "save now" or "save, we pray." Hosanna is an
appeal for salvation and an exclamation of praise.

Salvation is “in the name of Jesus”. From Gotquestions.org:

o The name Jesus, announced to Joseph and Mary through the angels (Matthew
1:21; Luke 1:31), means “Yahweh saves” or “Yahweh is salvation.” Transliterated
from Hebrew and Aramaic, the name is Yeshua. This word is a combination of
Ya, an abbreviation for Yahweh, the name of Israel’s God (Exodus 3:14); and the
verb yasha, meaning “rescue,” “deliver,” or “save.”

So the crowds were saying “save now!” as the Savior rode by

Lastly, the Triumphal Entry was an event of multiple contrasts
o Jesuswas aregal king who came as a lowly servant

He was riding on the gentle colt of a donkey not a warhorse

He came not in royal robes but on the garments of the poor and humble

He didn’t come by force but by love, mercy, grace, and self-sacrifice

He didn’t come with armies but a gentle spirit and the heart of a servant

His goal wasn’t to conquer nations but to reconcile us back to God by defeating

sin and death

His mission was spiritual and not political

o The crowds who initially cried “Hosanna” would shout “Crucify Him!” just a few
days later

o Jesus’ closest supporters would soon abandon Him and deny knowing Him

O O O O O

(@)

Prophecy #15 (Jesus’ Cleansing of the Temple)

OT Passage: Isaiah 56:7, Jeremiah 7:11
Fulfillment in Matthew: Mt 21:13

OT Passages

Isaiah 56:7 (NIV) - these (Holy people) I will bring to my holy mountain and give them
joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my
altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”

Jeremiah 7:11 (NIV) - Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers
to you? But | have been watching! declares the Lord.

Fulfilment in Matthew

21:12-13 (BSB) - Then Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats
of those selling doves. And He declared to them, “It is written: ‘My house will be called a
house of prayer.’ But you are making it ‘a den of robbers.””
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Discussion

The major issue here is that the temple had been converted from a place of worship into
a marketplace

When “He declared to them,” Jesus was taking an commanding stance using His divine
authority. He was not making a request but making a pronouncement. He taught with
authority (“.. but | say to you”, Mt 5:44) unlike the scribes and Pharisees, who would
quote older rabbinical teachings

When Jesus says, “itis written,” He is referencing the Hebrew scriptures, as He often
did, underscoring their divine origin, authority, and importance. He is again implying
that Scripture should be the basis for teaching and our lives. Jesus uses this phrase
commonly to link the OT scriptures to the current situation, demonstrating the OT-NT
correlation.

When He declares, “My house will be called a house of prayer,” Jesus is directly
quoting from Isaiah 56:7

God speaks of His Temple as a place where all nations can gather and pray

The Jerusalem Temple was built not for commerce, but to be a sacred place where
people could come and worship and pray and commune with God

This statement also shows God’s universal message to all people; Isaiah’s prophecy
notes that it should be a house of prayer “for all nations”

Here, Jesus contrasts the intentions of God with the deliberate actions of the Temple
leadership when He says, “But you are making it”

This is a specific accusation against the leadership who have corrupted the sacred
purpose of the Temple.
This phrase denotes an intentional and repetitive act that diverges from God's original
plan
Humanity tends to do the exact opposite of God’s good plans throughout history:

o (1) In Genesis 3, just as God’s plan was for us to not eat the forbidden fruit, the

people ate the fruit
o (2)Inlsaiah 5, Just as God’s plan was for the vineyard for yield good fruit, the

people didn’t yield good fruit, only sour fruit

o (3)Inthe Book of Numbers, when God said to go and conquer the people in the
Promised Land, they didn’t go because they were scared, and they grumbled
and revolted against Moses and infuriated God

o (4)When God judged them and said, now you can’t go into the promised land
for 40 years, what do they do? Some of the Israelites said, hey, now let’s go to
the promised land, and they were easily defeated.

= Num 14:45 (NIV) - Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in
that hill country came down and attacked them and beat them down all
the way to Hormah.
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o (5)InJeremiah 42, God warned the people through prophet Jeremiah not to go
to Egypt, because there would be only plague, famine, the sword, and death. If
they were to stay in Judah, God will protect them. What did they do? Without
delay, they went straight to Egypt.

“a den of robbers”

This harkens back to Jeremiah 7:11, when the people arouse God’s anger for converting
His house into a site of unjust commerce

Matthew uses this OT reference in 21:13 to apply to their current practice of exploiting
worshippers through unfair pricing and exchange rates for animal sacrifices at the
temple

The phrase “a den of robbers” refers to the secluded places that the robbers retreat to
after committing their crimes

This implies that instead of being a sacred place for worship and peace, the temple was
now a sanctuary for corruption

This is a declarative indictment of a poor spiritual leadership of the temple

Prophecy #16 (Jesus as Son and Lord of David)

OT Passage: Psalm 110:1
Fulfilment in Matthew: Mt 1:1, 22:44

OT Passage

Psalm 110:1 (NIV) - A Psalm of David
The Lord says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”

Fulfillment in Matthew

1:1 (NIV) - This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of
Abraham:

22:41-46 (NIV) - While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, “What
do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”

“The son of David,” they replied.

He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For
he says,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord:

“Sit at my right hand

until | put your enemies

under your feet.”’

If then David calls him ‘Lord,” how can he be his son?” No one could say a word in reply,
and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.
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Discussion

In Matthew chapter 22, the Pharisees try to trap Jesus by asking if they should pay tax to
Caesar or not

Right after that, the Sadducees, who don’t believe in angels or the resurrection from the
dead, try to mock Jesus by asking a question about a woman who is married to a man,
and the man dies, and she marries his brother, and then he dies, and so she marries all
seven of the brothers, whose wife will she be at the resurrection?

Then the Pharisees and Sadducees get together and test Jesus with a question about
the greatest commandment

Jesus is victorious in each of these interrogations, and so then He goes on the offensive

He asks them a question about the lineage of the Messiah (see Mt 22:41-46 above)
They correctly state that the Messiah would be the “Son of David,” but they didn’t
understand how He could also be David’s “Lord” (110:1)

Psalm 110 was written by King David; it is widely regarded by Jews and Christians as a
Messianic psalm; it is the most frequently quoted Psalm in the NT

Being the “Son of David” emphasized His humanity

Being David’s “Lord” emphasized the divinity of the Messiah

Jesus is the God-man

He is both the “root of David” (David’s spiritual forefather) and the “son of David”
(David’s human descendant)

He is fully man and fully God; two natures in a harmonized union in one person
This is called the “hypostatic union” of Christ in Christian Orthodoxy

That the Messiah would be divine was mentioned many times in the OT
Please see TNT Sessions “Son of God” and “God-man concept” for more info
Jeremiah 23:6 (NIV) notes this about the Messiah:

o Thisis the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.
Micah 5:2 notes that the Messiah will be from “the days of eternity” implying His
eternality and thus divinity

Prophecy #17 (Lament over Jerusalem)

OT Passages: Jeremiah 12:7, 22:5; Psalm 118:26
Fulfillment in Matthew: Mt 23:38-39

OT Passages

Jeremiah 12:7 (NIV) - / will forsake my house, abandon my inheritance; | will give the
one I love into the hands of her enemies.

Jeremiah 22:5 (NIV) - But if you do not obey these commands, declares the Lord, |
swear by myself that this palace will become a ruin.
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Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 23:37-39 (NIV) - “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those
sent to you, how often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left to you
desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.” ”

Discussion

In Matthew 23, Jesus gave a warning against hypocrisy and then placed seven woes
upon the teachers of the Law and Pharisees

When Jesus said, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” this repetition accentuated the anguish of
heart Jesus had for the city after it had harshly rejected Him as Messiah

Jerusalem was the political and spiritual center of Israel and thus the conveyed the
heart of the Jewish nation

In the rich history of the Jews, God chose to dwell among His people here in Jerusalem
at the temple of Solomon

The repetition was a common method in Hebrew literature of emphasizing important
concepts

Jesus notes that throughout history, prophets have repeatedly been rejected and killed
in Jerusalem. He expressed lament over this, noting how He only desired to nurture and
protect them, not judge them

“But you were unwilling” (Mt 23:37)

This demonstrates that man does have free will to choose between good and evil,
between God’s plan and Satan’s plan

We have accountability and responsibility to God

Despite God’s persistent intercessions over time, the Messiah was rejected, as
predicted by the prophets, culminating in this pivotal declaration of an impending
judgment and desolation of Jerusalem (70 A.D.)

“Your house is left to you desolate” (Mt 23:38)

This conveys the picture of emptiness and utter destruction of the city

Jerusalem was overthrown and devastated by the Romans in 70 A.D., including the
temple, which was completely taken apart stone by stone, also fulfilling a prophecy
Itimplies the spiritual vacancy in the temple after rejecting the one true God-man
Messiah

Jesus notes the similarity to other encounters of the devastation following rejection of
God in the book of Jeremiah (12:7, 22:5)

But even though He pronounced judgment, He finished with a word of hope and not
finality

He said, “For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord.”” (Mt 23:39, NIV)
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This verse is from Psalm 118:26 (previously discussed), which was a messianic Psalm
shouted by the crowds at the Triumphal Entry (Mt 21:9)

It was commonly sung at Passover

This phrase declares (1) His identity as the true Messiah and (2) that they accept He
was sent on a mission from God

It also predicts a future day when Jesus will be accepted as Messiah by the Jewish
people (at His second coming)

Prophecy #18 (Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus)

OT Passages: Zechariah 11:12-13; Psalm 41:9
Fulfillment in Matthew: Mt 26:15, 27:9

OT Passage

Zech 11:12-13 (NIV) - / told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it."
So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—
the handsome price at which they valued me! So | took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them to the potter at the house of the Lord.

Psalm 41:9 (NIV) - Even my close friend, someone | trusted, one who shared my bread,
has turned against me.

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 26:14-16 (NIV) - Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the
chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to give me if | deliver him over to you?”
So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an
opportunity to hand him over.

Mt 27:9-10 (NIV) - Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they
used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”

Discussion

Fulfillment of Psalm 41:9

Psalm 41:9 (NIV) - Even my close friend, someone | trusted, one who shared my bread,
has turned against me

The verse Psalm 41:9 underscores the deep sense of betrayal suffered by the Psalmist,
who is King David, as he writes of someone in his inner circle

Since the Psalmist and the person were “close friends,” with a relationship of mutual
trust and loyalty, it makes this betrayal particularly bitter to stomach

However, this also is prophetic for Judas’ betrayal of Jesus, which is described in Mt
26:14-16, where Judas betrayed Him for a measly 30 pieces of silver

This is a typological prophecy between David and Jesus, with David's experiences
foreshadowing those of Jesus
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Jesus also is aware of this betrayal before it happens (Jn 13:18 - Jesus quotes Ps 41:9)

Breaking Bread Together

In the ancient Holy Land, eating together and sharing bread was an act of fellowship,
trust, and peace. Sharing bread signified a relationship of mutual friendship and
edification.

In regard to King David’s history, this may relate to Ahithophel, his advisor who betrayed
him during the rebellion of Absalom (2 Samuel 15:12).

In the gospels, this imagery is fulfilled at the Last Supper, when Jesus breaks bread with
the 12 disciples, including Judas Iscariot. This act highlights the gravity of Judas's
betrayal, as it breaches the sacred act of breaking bread and eating together.

“has lifted his heel”

Some versions of Psalm 41:9 (ESV) say: Even my close friend in whom | trusted, who ate
my bread, has lifted his heel against me.

“has lifted up his heel against me” is an idiom for an act of surprising treachery or
betrayal

The saying refers to when a horse would kick back at its owner, symbolizing a rapid and
unanticipated attack from a trusted companion, underscoring the treacherous nature
of the act

“30 pieces of silver”
There is an OT significance to the monetary amount
Exodus 21:32: If a ox gored a male or female slave and killed them, the ox's owner had
to pay the slave's master 30 shekels of silver. The penalty for the ox was death by
stoning.
So, 30 pieces of silver was the price for a dead servant who had been pierced (gored),
showing a typological connection to Jesus
The monetary sum was also a personal insult. By offering this trivial amount, the chief
priests symbolically valued Jesus equally to a gored slave, demonstrating their
unbridled contempt for Him
God rarely ever uses sarcasm in the Bible, but He does in Zech 11:13 (NIV), noting the
pithy amount of the transaction for the eternal Son of God, the King of Kings:

o Andthe Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome price at which

they valued me!

The shekels of silver used by the priests contained 14 grams of silver. Today’s spot price
for silver is $1.32 per gram. These 30 coins are worth $554.40 as of 9/6/25.

Why does Matthew attribute the quote about the 30 pieces of silver to Jeremiah (and
not Zechariah) in Mt 27:9-10?

Mt 27:9-10 (NIV)- Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they
used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”

The thirty pieces of silver are mentioned in Zech 11:12
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Surely this is a contradiction, meaning the Bible is false, God doesn’t exist, and we are
hairless apes without hope spinning around on a rock 94 million miles from the sun,
right?

There are multiple explanations to this question:

Explanation #1 - Matthew quotes two prophecies but only mentions the greater
prophet

Matthew notes a prophecy from Jeremiah as well, not just the one from Zechariah
When Matthew writes, “they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord
commanded me,” he was quoting from Jeremiah 32:6-10, where Jeremiah was
instructed by the Lord to buy a field

It’s not accurate to say Matthew was only quoting from one OT book

Matthew’s phrasing is not exactly similar to Jeremiah 32 or the other instances Jeremiah
discusses the potter’s field (Jer 18:2, 19:2,11), but Matthew often summarizes in his
gospel; he combines parts of various OT works to make his point

Since Jeremiah was the greater of the prophets, Matthew simply mentions his name
and omits Zechariah’s name

Matthew did this previously (Mt 2:5-6) when he cites from Micah 5:2 and 2 Sam 5:2 but
he notes that it was what “the prophet (singular) has written” (Mt 2:5) even though he
was quoting Micah and Samuel

It was a common practice of the day to quote the more popular prophet

Other explanations in no particular order:
Explanation #2 - “Jeremiah” refers to the entire prophetic work (all the prophets)

Explanation #3 - Scribal error - | doubt it; Matthew knew scripture quite well; He
documents specific OT fulfillments more often than any other gospel writer

Explanation #4 - Jeremiah is mentioned because he is the prophet who documents the
theme of coming judgment. This is a more complex and lengthy explanation. See Ha
Mashiach pp. 168-170 for full commentary

Basically, the area of Topheth was at the junction of the Kidron and Hinnom Valleys,
which is an area where trash was dumped

In the time of Jeremiah, the Valley of Hinnom was a place for burning human sacrifices.
Because of Israel’s sins, Jeremiah was sent to Topheth by God to declare a curse upon
the area, that the spot would be a “valley of slaughter” (Jer 19:6), where they would
repeatedly bury people until “there is no more room” to bury people (Jer 19:11)
Hundreds of years later, the priests at the time of Christ bought the field for 30 pieces of
silver, and with it the curse of Jeremiah, which was fulfilled in 70 A.D. by the Roman
siege of Jerusalem.

In summary, Matthew is noting the Jewish leaders had bought for themselves and
Jerusalem the curse of Jeremiah that was placed on the Valley of Hinnom and Topheth,
fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

Zechariah is only noting the payment price of 30 pieces of silver

58



Prophecy #19 (Peter’s Denial of Jesus)

OT Passage: Zechariah 13:7
Fulfilment in Matthew: Mt 26:31

OT Passage

Zechariah 13:7 (NIV) - “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is
close to me!” declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered...

Fulfilment in Matthew

Mt 26:31 (NIV) - Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account
of me, for it is written: “ ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.’

Discussion

Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”; His disciples are the “sheep”

InZech 13:7, the man who is “close to me” is literally the man who is “my equal” in
Hebrew, emphasizing the God-man identity of Jesus

This verse describes how after the violent death of the Messiah, His followers would be
dispersed

In 30 AD, the Good Shepherd was “struck” when He was crucified

The sheep were scattered when His disciples dispersed in fear following His arrest at
Gethsemane

In Matthew 26:69-74, Peter denies Jesus three times (the 3™ time was emphatic - “/
don’t know the man!”)

In Matthew 26:56, after Jesus was met by the angry armed mob in the Garden of
Gethsemane, “all the disciples deserted him and fled.”

The verse also loosely predicts the initial disorganization of the early Christian church,
which would later be united and energized by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit during
Pentecost

Prophecy #20 (Jesus’ Arrest)

OT Passage: The Scriptures, The Prophets
Fulfillment in Matthew:

Mt 26:50-56 (NIV) - Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus’
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest,
cutting off his ear.’

“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die
by the sword. Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my
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disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be
fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”’

In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out
with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day | sat in the temple courts teaching, and
you did not arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets
might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Discussion
- Remember Matthew discusses that Jesus fulfills the prophecies in two different ways
- Micro-fulfillment - Jesus converting into reality specific individual prophecies (Micah
5:2 - the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem)
- Macro-fulfillment - Jesus is the “culmination of the law”; He fulfills the entire “Law and
prophets” aka the entire OT

o InJohn 5:39-40, when Jesus is speaking to the Jewish Pharisees, he said: “You
study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal
life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come
to me to have life.

o Ontheroad to Emmaus, Jesus spoke to two disciples in Luke 24:27 (NIV) - And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said
in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

o Scene from The Chosen in the Synagogue: Jesus declares, “l am the Law of
Moses!”

o Inotherwords, the entire OT points to the life, work, and identity of Jesus

- Jesus gives us a great summary of the writings of the OT prophets in Luke 18:31-33
(NIV), when He predicted His own death a third time:
o Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.
He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit
on him; they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”

“the Scriptures be fulfilled”
o Psalm 22 (the crucifixion)

= 22:1- My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

= This exclamation of abandonment, noted by King David around 1000 BC,
are the words used prophetically by Jesus on the cross as He
acknowledged the profound sense of disconnection from the Father

= 22:16 (NIV) - Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they
pierce my hands and my feet.

= At His crucifixion, He was surrounded by Roman soldiers who had
mocked and tortured Him; His hands and feet were pierced with nails
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o Psalm 16 (the resurrection)

= 16:9-11 (NIV) - Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my
body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the
realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one see decay. You
make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence

= Throughout His arrest, crucifixion, and death, Jesus had complete
confidence that He would be resurrected - that He would not be leftin
Sheol, the realm of the dead

= Peter and Paul each quote this verse in Acts 2:27 and Acts 13:35,
respectively, stating specifically that it applied to the Resurrection

“the writings of the Prophets be fulfilled”

o Isaiah had three major themes for the identity of the Messiah - king (ch. 1-37),
servant (ch. 38-55), anointed conqueror (ch. 56-66)

o Inlsaiah 53, the passage of the suffering servant, Jesus arrest is spoken of:

= |s53:7 (NIV) - he was led like a lamb to the slaughter

o Thisverse demonstrates Jesus’ willingness to lay his own life and submit to the
Father’s plan, just as lambs are led to sacrifice without resistance

o AtHis arrest, and during His six trials, He did not resist or try to flee

Prophecy #21 (Judas’ Death)

OT Passage: Zechariah 11:12-13
Fulfillment in Matthew: Mt 27:9-10

OT Passage

Zech 11:12-13 (NIV) - I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.”
So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—
the handsome price at which they valued me! So | took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them to the potter at the house of the Lord.

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 27:3-10 (NIV) - When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned,
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests
and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for | have betrayed innocent blood.”

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas threw the money
into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests
picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is
blood money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial
place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of
silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the
potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”
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Discussion

Please see Prophecy #18 (Judas’ betrayal of Jesus) for a discussion of the 30 pieces of
silver

Judas’s death was indirectly prophesied in Psalm 109:8 (NIV) where it is written: ‘May
another take his place of leadership.” After his death, the apostles got together and
selected Matthias in the place of Judas (Acts 1)

However, this discussion will explain the supposed contradiction of Judas’ death
because in Acts 1:18 (NIV), it reads: With the payment he received for his wickedness,
Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines
spilled out.

Remember, Matthew noted in 27:5: Judas threw the money into the temple and left.
Then he went away and hanged himself.

So which is it? Did he fall headlong in the field he bought, or did he throw the money
in the temple and hang himself?

Surely this is another hopeless contradiction, meaning the Bible is false, God doesn’t
exist, and we are hairless apes without hope spinning around on a rock 94 million miles
from the sun, right?

Oh, the despair! Oh, my anguish of soul!

Actually, this one is not that difficult. There are two good explanations.

Whichever explanation you prefer, it’s important to note that they are two different
perspectives of the same event

For example, if as an onlooker, you saw a pedestrian get hit by a car and he died from
the injuries, you would describe his death in terms of what you saw — the car coming
quickly around the corner, the man’s clothes and pace, the colors of the traffic light and
walk signal

However, the coroner would give an entirely different explanation, because he had a
different viewpoint. The coroner didn’t see the injury take place. He would have
mentioned lacerations to the liver and spleen, multiple broken bones, internal bleeding,
multiple bruises, etc.

So these are two different viewpoints of the same event at different points in time

Background Information

We are told that Judas was “seized with remorse” after he betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces
of silver

However, this was not “salvation repentance” (metanoia), but a type of human remorse
or regret (metamelomai)

Judas returned the 30 pieces of silver, throwing them into the temple

His rationale was that he had sinned against innocent blood, and he no longer wanted
the money

The priests didn’t care a bit, telling him that that was his problem

So, he threw the money in the temple and ran off and hung himself
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Since it was blood money, the priests couldn’t keep it in the temple and used it to buy
the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners

Explanation #1 (Thrown over the wall)

Remember that in Jewish timekeeping, the day begins at sundown (not midnight), so
the first night of an event always precedes the first day of an event

For example, the night of Passover comes before the day of Passover

Jewish families would eat their Passover meal (the seder) on the first night of Passover,
and then at 9:00a the next morning, only the priests would eat the chagigah, which is a
special Passover sacrifice

However, if a corpse was found inside the city walls on that city, the city would be
considered “unclean,” and they couldn’t undergo the chagigah

So any corpse found would be thrown over the city wall facing the Valley of Hinnom, and
then it would be considered “clean”

Judas defiled the city when he hung himself there, on Passover morning, so the priests
took his corpse and threw it over the 40 ft high wall

In that fall, His intestines spilled open, because he was thrown down 40 feet onto sharp
rocks or pottery shards

There is no contradiction because Matthew described how Judas died (hanging), while
Luke in the Book of Acts described the what happened to the body

Explanation #2 (Branch/rope breaking and decomposition)
Matthew tells us that Judas went and hung himself (the death isn’t mentioned but it is
implied)
Luke, being a doctor, gives us a more explicit medical description of the anatomical
details after the hanging
It’s obvious the hanging occurred before the fall and intestinal spillage, because that’s a
lethalinjury and they wouldn’t be able to hang themselves after that
Even when people suffer from severe falls, it doesn’t cause their intestines to spill out of
their abdomen
The abdominal wall is composed of multiple tissue layers, including the skin, multiple
fascial layers, multiple muscle layers, and a tough layer of connective tissue that lines
the abdominal cavity called the peritoneum
So let’s visualize this scenario, gruesome though it may be. Judas’ dead body is hanging
by a rope from a tree in the hot Jerusalem sun. Days go by. During that time, bacteria
begin to decompose the soft tissues. This process emits gases (such as carbon dioxide
and methane), resulting in bloating and discoloration, and the body slowly loses its
shape and structure. There are scavenger birds in the Holy Land too (crows, ravens,
Griffin vultures).
So, his soft tissue integrity was weakened by decomposition and possibly birds
Note that a specific timeline was not provided by Luke. It could have been a month or
more after the hanging.
So how did he fall, like Luke mentions?

o Therope broke or was cut by someone, or
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o The branch on the tree he was hanging from broke, or
o His body separated from the rope due to decomposition and/or birds
How did his intestines spill out?
o His abdominal wall integrity was weakened due to decomposition and/or birds,
and then...
o He fell on sharp rocks that punctured his abdominal wall

Prophecy #22 (Jesus the Righteous Sufferer)

OT Passage: Psalm 22:1, 7-8, 18; Psalm 69:21
Fulfillment in Matthew: Mt 27:34-35, 39, 43, 46, 48

OT Passages (NIV)

Psalm 22:1 - My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Psalm 22:7-8 - All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads.
“He trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he
delights in him.”

Psalm 22:18 - They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.

Psalm 69:21 - They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.

Fulfillment in Matthew

Mt 27:34-35 - There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it,
he refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by
casting lots.

Mt 27:39 - Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads

Mt 27:43 - He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘l am
the Son of God.””

Mt 27:46 - About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lemasabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)

Mt 27:48 - Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar,
put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink.

Discussion

This will be covered in session 11 - Prophecies of the Crucifixion
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Summary of Session 9

Prophecy #14 (Jesus’ Triumphal Entry)
Isaiah 62:11(NIV) - The Lord has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.””

Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) - Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Psalm 118:26 (NIV) - Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord
we bless you.

These verses were fulfilled when Jesus rode a donkey’s colt into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Jesus
had already been rejected by the Jewish leadership, so this was not a re-offer of the Messianic
Kingdom. This occurred on the day of the Jewish calendar that the Passover lamb was to be set
aside for sacrifice. Knowledge of this timing points to the greater theological significance — that
Jesus was the sacrificial lamb of God. The crowd laid down palm branches, thinking Jesus was
coming as a conquering king to overthrow the Romans. The crowd was elated, exclaiming, “Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

Prophecy #15 (Jesus’ Cleansing of the Temple)

Isaiah 56:7 (NIV) - these (Holy people) | will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my
house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will
be called a house of prayer for all nations.”

Jeremiah 7:11 (NIV) - Has this house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you? But |
have been watching! declares the Lord.

The major issue here is that the temple had been converted from a place of worship into a
marketplace. God speaks of His Temple as a place where all nations can gather and pray. The
Jerusalem Temple was built not for commerce, but to be a sacred place where people could come
and worship and pray and commune with God. The temple leadership had a practice of exploiting
worshippers through unfair pricing and exchange rates for animal sacrifices at the temple. These
prophecies were fulfilled in Matthew 21 when Jesus entered the temple court and drove out allwho
were buying and selling, and overturned the tables of the money changers.

Prophecy #16 (Jesus as Son and Lord of David)
Psalm 110:1 (NIV) - The Lord says to my lord: “Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies a
footstool for your feet.”

Psalm 110 was written by King David. It is widely regarded by Jews and Christians as a Messianic
Psalm; it is the most frequently quoted Psalm in the NT. When the Pharisees were gathered

together, Jesus asked them a question in Mt 22, since they knew that the Messiah would be the Son
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of David. Jesus said, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’?” This
Messianic Psalm was fulfilled by the God-man Jesus. In His human nature, He is the “son of David,”
which emphasizes His humanity. In His divine nature, He is David’s “Lord”, which emphasizes His
deity. Other verses such as Micah 5:2 and Jeremiah 23:5-6 also emphasize His human and divine
natures.

Prophecy #17 (Lament over Jerusalem)
Jeremiah 12:7 (NIV) - I will forsake my house, abandon my inheritance; | will give the one I love into
the hands of her enemies.

Jeremiah 22:5 (NIV) - But if you do not obey these commands, declares the Lord, | swear by myself
that this palace will become a ruin.

In Matthew 23, Jesus lamented that He greatly longed to guide and protect the people in Jerusalem
as their Lord and Messiah, but they were not willing, and that their temple will be left to them
desolate. He had anguish of heart for being rejected as Messiah. Jerusalem was the political and
spiritual center of Israel and thus conveyed the heart of the Jewish nation. The prophecies above
note that the temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed. This occurred in 70 A.D., when the temple
and Jerusalem were devastated at the hands of the Romans. But Jesus’ words in Mt 23 predict a
future day when He will be accepted as Messiah.

Prophecy #18 (Judas’ Betrayal of Jesus)

Zech 11:12-13 (NIV) - I told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they
paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome
price at which they valued me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to the potter at
the house of the Lord.

Psalm 41:9 (NIV) - Even my close friend, someone | trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned
against me.

These prophecies were fulfilled by the betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot. Judas was a trusted
companion who would eat, drink, and travel with Jesus and the other disciples. However, Judas
committed a great act of treachery. He went to the temple leaders and offered to hand Jesus over to
them for payment. The negotiated price was a mere 30 pieces of silver. After realizing he betrayed
innocent blood, Judas threw the money back into the temple, which they used to buy a potter’s
field to bury foreigners who died at the temple.

Prophecy #19 (Peter’s Denial of Jesus)
Zechariah 13:7 (NIV) - “Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!”
declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered...

Jesus is the “Good Shepherd”; His disciples are the “sheep.” In Zech 13:7, the man who is “close to
me” is literally the man who is “my equal” in Hebrew, emphasizing the God-man identity of Jesus.
This verse describes how after the violent death of the Messiah, His followers would be dispersed.
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In 30 AD, the Good Shepherd was “struck” when He was crucified. The sheep were scattered when
His disciples dispersed in fear following His arrest at Gethsemane. The verse also loosely predicts
the initial disorganization of the early Christian church, which would later be united and energized

by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit during Pentecost.

Prophecy #20 (Jesus’ Arrest)

OT Passage: The Scriptures, The Prophets

The fulfillment in Matthew was in the Garden of Gethsemane, as noted in Mt 26:50-56 (NIV) -
Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and
arrested him. With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.” “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him,
“for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will
atonce put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures
be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading
a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day | sat in the
temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of
the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Remember Matthew discusses that Jesus fulfills the prophecies in two different ways. There is
“micro-fulfillment,” where Jesus converted into reality specific individual prophecies (Micah 5:2 -
the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem). Additionally, there is “macro-fulfillment,” where Jesus is
the “culmination of the law.” Specifically, He fulfills the entire “Law and prophets” (the entire Old
Testament). He summarized everything that would happen to Him in as documented in the
scriptures - “He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on
him; they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.” (Luke 18:32-33) The suffering
of the servant is documented in Isaiah 53. The details of the crucifixion are noted in Psalm 22. The
resurrection is noted in Psalm 16.

Prophecy #21 (Judas’ Death)

Please see Zech 11:12-13 listed in Prophecy 18 above. Judas’s death was indirectly prophesied in
Psalm 109:8 (NIV) where it is written: ‘May another take his place of leadership.” After his death, the
apostles got together and selected Matthias in the place of Judas (Acts 1)

Mt 27:3-10 (NIV) - When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was
seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. “I
have sinned,” he said, “for | have betrayed innocent blood.”

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So Judas threw the money into the
temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and
said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they decided to
use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called
the Field of Blood to this day.

Acts 1:18 (NIV), it reads: With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field;
there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.
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Critics of the Bible state that this is a hopeless contradiction, but that is not the case. The most
likely explanation is that Judas hung himself and died. Please note there are specifics given on
timing. He could have been hanging there for six months. His soft tissue integrity was weakened
due to decomposition and possibly birds such as crows and vultures. He fell because the rope or
branch broke, and his intestines spilled out because his abdominal wall had decomposed or had
been scavenged by birds. He could have also fallen on rocks that punctured his abdominal wall.

Prophecy #22 (Jesus the Righteous Sufferer)
Psalm 22:1 - My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Psalm 22:7-8 - All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads.

“He trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the Lord rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in
him.”

Psalm 22:18 - They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.

Psalm 69:21 - They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.

These will be covered in detail in session 11 - Prophecies of the Crucifixion. In short, Jesus cried
out the words from Psalm 22:1 in great anguish on the cross. The people watching His crucifixion

spoke the words of Psalm 22:7-8, mocking him. The Roman soldiers cast lots to see who would win

the garment of Jesus after He was placed on the cross. While hanging there, He was offered wine
mixed with gall.
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